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M^. Sendel Harris of Cambridge, so great aa

authority, on hearing that I was engaged in

preparing this English translation firom the Ar-

menian of some of the Apocrjrphal Writings of

the Old Testament, kindly addressed to me a

letter, assuring me of the great interest he takes

in the present publication.

By his kind permission, I herewith publish

liis letter, which I hope will sbimulate the in-

terest of my readers in this book. It is as follows.
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PHILADELPHIA

Jane 12/00

Dear Professor

y

I hear through some English friends of mine
that you are preparing for the press a volume

of Apocrypha in translation. Some of these we
probably know through the labours of W. Co-

nybeare, but there >vill be muoh that is both

new and interesting. I want you to put me do^-n

amongst the subscribers and to send an advance

copy to me at

6 Park Terrace

OAHBBIDOE

where 1 shall return before long. It is a pity

that there are so few persons interested in this

kind of work, or who know how much we owe

to San Lazzaro.

"With best wishes

yours

Rendel Harris

REV. P. J. ISSAVERDENS

San Lazzaro Venice

ITALY
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In the year 1896 the Armenian Press of

St. Lazarus, in Venice, published in a small

volume a Collection of Uncanonical Writ-

ings of the Old Testament found in the

Armenian MSS. of the Library of the Me-

khitharian Monastery.

Such writings, though rejected by the

Church, as having no authority entitling

them to be considered inspired, and there-

fore to be regarded as of less importance

than the Canonical Scriptures, yet for per-

sons who occupy themselves with Biblical

researches and questions, may perhaps have

a certain interest.

Some of these writings are already known

in Europe, through translations or in other

ways, others are not. And in view of the

difficulty, if not impossibility, to most of

O^l if\AA^ Digitized byLjOOgle
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obtaining access to them, we have decided

to give a literal translation in English of

the Armenian text, and thus to put them

within the reach of all.

The Latin, Grreek, Syriac and Ethiopian

texts of such apocryphal writings, are well

known to European critics, but compara-

tively few know even of the existence of the

Armenian versions; and yet the Armenian

ancient literature is very rich in such works.

In bringing them therefore under the notice

of European Biblical scholars, we also per-

form an act of gratitude towards the Fa-

thers of the Armenian Church.

We ask the indulgence of the English

reader towards the translator of these apo-

cryphal writings, whose language being that

of a foreigner must necessarily be lacking

somewhat in beauty and elegance.
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O0NOEBNI19& THE BOOK OF ADAM

In the Armenian Library of St. Lazarus,

in Venice, there are three mss. in which

the Book of Adam is contained, and they

were written at different times.

One of these mss. is numbered 729, and

contains the writings of Vartan, called the

Aikegtsi, an Armenian writer of the xii^^

century. It is a small sized MS. — 6x8
inches — written on paper, in double co-

lumns of 25 lines each, but has no date.

However, as it appears, it may have been

written between the xvi*^^ and the xvii^

centuries. In this ms. one of these Books

of Adam is found, and it is its text that

has been followed, the variants of the other

two being marked at the foot of each page.

In this same ms. besides the Book of A-

dam, are

1. The History of the creation and transgression of

Adam.

2. The History of the expulsion of Adam from the

Garden.
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COKCBBNIKa THB BOOK OF ADAM 9

8. The History of Gain and Abel, the sons of Adam.

4 The good tidings of Seth.

5. The History of the repentance of Adam and Eve.

6. The words of Adam to Seth.

The literal translation of all these writ-

ings I give in succession after that of the

Book of Adam.

The second ms. in which the Book of A-

dam is found is a Collection of Homilies —
9 Vt X 12 y, inches, — written on paper,

in double columns of 25 lines each, and

numbered 633. It has no date, but owing

to a memoir found in it, penned by a cer-

tain priest named Megherditch, it is clear

that it was written before the year 1529.

The third ms. containing the Book of

Adam, was presented to the Armenian Me-

khitarian Library, by F. C. Connybeare, an

Armenian scholar, who during his journey

in Armenia, photographed it from a ms.

preserved in the Library of Etchmiadzin, in

Russian-Armenia. '^I'his also has no date.

I think it necessary to say that in my
English translation I have embodied in the

text of the first ms. the principal differences

of the other two, and have printed them in

italics. This I was obliged to do sometimes

Digitized byLjOOQIC



10 CONCERNING THE BOOK OF ADAM

in order to complete the phrase, or to make
the sense clearer, or sometimes to fill in

blanks.

Concerning the age of the Armenian ver-

sion of the Book of Adam, we cannot pre-

cisely establish a date ; but it is certain

that it must have been composed before

the x*^^ century, and probably from a very

old Greek text^

1. As regards the author of the Book of Adam, some
writers think that he was a Jew converted to Chris-

tianity, who lived in the first or second century; and
that he wrote this hook in Palestine, in the dialect

of the country, which was Hebrew mixed with Syriac.

Others, however, think that it was originally written

in Syriac. As for the Greek text, it is thought to have

been translated between the third and the fourth cen-

turies.
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THE UNCANONICAL WRITINGS

OF THE OLD TESTAMEMT

THE BOOK OF ADAM.

This is the life of Adam and Eve.

After their expulsion from the Garden

of Delights, as it is called^ into the land

of sorrow, Adam took Eve his wife and

went to a countiy which was on the east

side of the plain, over against the Garden

of Eden, where he dwelt eighteen years and

two months. After which Adam knew Eve
his wife, and she conceived and bare two

sons: the wicked one, who is called Cain^

and the wise one, who is called Abel.

And thereafter while Adam and his wife

were sleeping, Eve dreamed a dream. Then

Eve awoke Adam and told him her dream

thus saying: « My lord, I saw to-night in a

dream that the mouth of our son Cain was

full of the blood of his brother Abel, and

he drank it. And Abel entreated him to

Digitized byLjOOQIC



12 THE BOOK OF ADAM

spare him a little of his blood, but he ref-

used and drank in haste the whole of Abel's

blood, which however he cast forth again

and retained it not. »

When Adam heard this he said unto her

:

<c Let us arise and go to our children to

see what has happened to them. It is pos-

sible that some enemy may have attacked

them. »

Then they departed and found that Cain,

with his own hands, had slain his brother

Abel.

And God commanded the archangel Mi-

chael, saying: cc Go and tell to Eve; The
secret of the dream thou hast dreamed, re-

veal not to Cain thy son, for he is a child

of perdition. And thus shalt thou say to

Adam; Be not thou grieved concerning Abel

thy son, for God will give thee another son

who will tell thee all I have determined to

do, but thou shalt not reveal any thing un-

to him. »

And Adam kept all these things in his

heart ; likewise did the woman. Nevertheless

Eve sorrowed alway for Abel her son.

And Adam knew Eve his wife again, and

she conceived and bare Seth.

And Adam said unto Eve : « Behold, I

have gotten a son instead of Abel whom

Digitized byLjOOQIC



THB BOOK OF ADAM 13-

Cain slew; let U8 therefore arise and give

glory and blessing unto God. »

And unto Adam were given thirty sons^

and his days were nine hundred and thir-

ty years.

And it came to pass that Adam fell sick^

and he cried with a loud voice, and said:

« Let all my children be gathered together

before me, that I may see them before I

die. »

And they all gathered together around

him ; for they liv^ed separately, each one in

his own place.

Then Seth said unto Adam his father r

« my father, what sickness is this which

thou hast ? »

And he answered and said unto him r

« Many intolerable pains have seized upon

me, my son. »

And Seth said unto him : « my father,

is it because thou rememberest the delights

and the happiness of God's Paradise, and

all those different kinds of fruits of which

thou didst eat continually, that this sick-

ness is come upon thee? If it be so, my
father, tell me and I will go and bring thee

of the fruit of the tree of life. I will cast

earth upon my head, and shed tears before

the Garden, and pray the Lord God; for

Digitized byLjOOQIC



14 THE BOOK OF ADAM

the Lord hears his servant's prayers, and

He will send his angels and grant my pray-

er. And I will bring thee of the fruit of

the tree of life, that thou mayest taste and

eat thereof and be made whole* »

Then Adam answered: «It is not so, Seth,

my son ; much sickness and intolerable pains

encompass me.

»

Seth said unto him: « Tell me, my father,

why those pains came upon thee ? »

Adam said unto him: a Mv son, listen

thou to me patiently. When God created

me and thy mother Eve, for whose trans-

gression also I die, God permitted us to

enjoy and eat of all the fruits of the Gar-

den, except of one tree of which He com-

manded that we should not eat, saying

unto me: «For if ye eat thereof, ye shall

die ». And the time arrived when the angels

came to your mother to take her before the

Lord to worship him. And when they departed

from her, the enemy seeing that neither I,

nor the angels were near, came and spoke

unto her, and deceived hevj and gave her of

the fruit and she ate thereof, and she gave

unto me, and I also did eat thereof. And
God was wroth with us, and immediately

came into the Garden, and cried unto me,

with a terrible voice and said, — « Adam,
Digitized byLjOOQIC



THE BOOK OF ADAM 15

where art thou? Wherefore hidest thou thy-

self from my presence ? for a house cannot

hide itself from its builder; but as ye obeyed

not my commandment and kept not mine

ordinances^ behold, I will bring upon thy

body suifering, and as many as seventy

sorrows. And the first grievous plague shall

be pain in the eyes; and the second, pain

in the ears ; and in like manner, succes-

sively, in all thy members shalt thou suffer

and be tormented »

And when Adam had told his children

all these things, he sighed loudly and said

:

ttWhat shall I do, for my soul is full of

sadnes ? »

And Eve wept much and said unto Adam :

« My loixi, let me bear half thy torments :

for it is on my account that this evil is

fallen upon thee ; and it is for my sake v

that thou art in this trouble.

»

And Adam said unto her: « Do thou,

and Seth thy son, arise and go near to the

Garden, and put earth upon your heads,

and cry aloud and weep abundantly and

implore God
;

peradventure He may have

pity upon me, and may send his angel into

the Garden of Delights, and give me of the

fruit from which cometh the oil of mercy;

and with it ye shall anoint my ft^rgon^©^^gle



16 THE BOOK OF ADAM

it may be I shall be healed of these tor-

ments. »

Then arising they went to the Garden ;

and by the way Eve beheld a wild beast

fall upon Seth her son, and she wept bit-

terly, crying : « Woe is me ! woe is me ! for

if ever I attain the day of resurrection, all

the sinners of my generations will cui^se me
saying: a Cursed be Eve, in that she kept

not the charge of the Lord her God, there-

fore shall we all die. »

And Eve gazing on the wild beast, thus

spake unto him : « wild beast, art thou

not afraid to fight against the image of

God? »

But the beast roared and said : « wo-

man, the beginning of covetousness came

not from us but from thee; thou art the

cause of the freedom of the beasts. For,

behold, when thy mouth was opened to eat

of the fruit of the tree of which God com-

manded that thou shouldst not eat, then

our nature changed and we became diso-

bedient unto man. And now be silent and

dispute no longer with me; for if I begin

to contend with thee, thou canst not resist

against me. »

Then Seth said to the beast: <( Shut thy

mouth and keep silence, and depart from^yQoOQle



THE BOOK OF ADAM 17

me, the image of God, until the day of

Judgment. »

And the wild beast said unto Seth : a Be-

hold, I depart from thee, the image of God,

and go into my dwelling. »

And Seth and his mother Eve, departed

and went towards the Garden of the Lord

;

and mourning and weeping, they implored

the Lord to send his angels to give them

the oil of mercy.

And the Lord sent Michael, his archan-

gel, who said tmto Seth: « Man of God^

trouble not thyself to implore God that thou

mavest take of the oil of the tree of mercv*

to anoint Adam thy father, for so it cannot

be now. Go, and behold how the end of

thv father's earthlv course draweth near.

Yet three davs and he shall die and thou

shalt see his glorious and wonderful depar-

ture. »

And when he had said this, the angel of

the Lord went away from them into heav-

en ; and Seth and his mother returned a-

gain to the place where Adam lay.

And Adam said unto Eve : <( Eve, how

hast thou dealt mth me, thou that hast

brought upon me great wrath, so that death

shall be the lot of all the races of my gen-

eration ? »
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18 THE BOOK OF ADAM

And Eve cried : « Woe is me ! Woe is me
a thousand times, for I am guilty, having

believed in the words of the serpent who
deceived me ! »

And Eve having said this, they together

wept and lamented bitterly. And when their

lamentations ceased, Adam, overcome by his

terrible affliction, fell asleep. And his sons,

together with Eve, sat down around the bed

of their father and lamented verv sore.

Then Eve, their mother, said unto them :

« My children, behold, your father is dying,

and 1 also am going to die with him. And
now my children hear me, and I will tell

you the envy and the wickedness of the

enemy, and by what artifices he deprived

us of the Garden of Delights and of eter-

nal life. »

So thus she began to speak : « The man-

loving and merciful God, created Adam
your father, and out of his ribs created me,

and put us in the Garden of Delights, to

subdue and to have dominion over everv
«/

thing in it; but He commanded us not to

draw near to one tree. Satan, having seen

the glory and the honour that (rod had pre-

pared for Its, grew envious of our dignity,

and finding the serpent more subtle than

any beast of the field, he said unto him :
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THE BOOK OF ADAM 1^

<( I know thou art more subtle than any

beast, so I will reveal unto thee the secrets

of my heart. » — And he said to the ser-

pent : « Thou seest by how much honour

man was made worthy by God, while we
have been despised. Now hear me, and come

and let us go and drive him out of the

Garden from which we have beoi driven

on account of him, »

a But the serpent answered : « I fear doing

that, lest the Lord should be angry with

me. » — Satan said unto him : « Fear not

for that, but be in my hands as a tool and

I will speak with thy mouth to deceive

them. »

cc And in the meantime the serpent rested

itself upon the wall of the Garden. And
when the angels proceeded to worship God,

Satan ca'me icith them in their likeness and

sang ivith them hymns of praise. And, I,

lifting up mine eyes, saw hjpi there upon

the wall in the form of an angel, and he

cried out and said unto me: « Art thou

Eve ? » — And I said : « Yes, I am Eve. »

— And he said unto me: « What art thou

doing there in the Garden? » — And I

said unto him : « God has put us here. » —
Then said he : « Why has God commanded
you not to eat of the trees that are in the

Digitized byLjOOQIC



20 THB BOOK OF ADAM

Garden? » — And I said unto him : « It

is not so, we may eat of all except of one

tree, which is in the midst of the Garden

^

of which God did command us not to eat,

saying : a If ye eat of it ye shall die. » —
Then the serpent said unto me: « As God
liveth, I am much grieved for your sake^

and am not willing to leave you in igno-

rance; now take and eat of the fruit, and

thou shalt know how to appreciate that

tree. » — But I said unto him: « I fear

lest God shall be provoked to anger against

us, for thus hath He commanded us. » —
And he answered saying unto me: « Fear

not, for as soon as thou shalt eat thereof^

thine eyes shall be opened to know good

and evil. For God knew that when ye did

eat thereof, ye should be as gods knowing

good and evil ; and He being jealous of you

did not permit you to eat of it. So now
take thou andb eat of that fruit, and thou

shalt see the supreme Glory. >»

a When I heard what he said, I opened

the door of the Garden of Eden and went

into it; for when the serpent spake unto

me, I was without; and he going in after

me, said unto me : <( Follow thou me ; I will

give thee of that fruit. » — So he went

before, and I went after liim. And havingv^ t
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THB BOOK OF ADAM 21

gone a little space, he turned about and

said craftily unto me : « I \\'ill not sfive thee

to eat of that fruit unless thou swearest unto

me that after thou hast eaten thou shalt also

make thy husband to eat thereof, » — And
I, not being able to understand his deceit-

ful words, said unto him : a I know, not how
to swear unto thee, but I will say what I

know. I swear unto thee by the Lord's

throne, and by the cherubim that carry it,

and by the tree of life, that when I eat I

will giye also to my husband, as thou hast

said. »

« And when he heard these words, he quick-

ly approached the tree, and of its fruit he

gave unto me the production of his wicked-
^

ness, which is lust, for lust leadeth unto all

other sins. And he took hold of a branch

of the tree of knowledge, and pulled it down
towards me, and I took and ate thereof.

And as soon as I had eaten mine eyes were

opened, and I knew that I was bereft of

the righteousness with which I had been

clothed, and I wept bitterly. Then said I

unto him: « Serpent, why hast thou done

this, thou otfspring of eyil? Why hast

thou deceived and deprived me of the glory

which I had ? » — I wept sore because of

the oath which I had sworn unto him ; and
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he hearing this, went out of the Garden

and forthwith disappeared.

tt Then I looked for some leaves to conceal

my nakedness and found none would re-

main for a covering but those of the fig-

tree, which I took and fashioned into an

apron to cover me.

« Then I cried unto your father, saying

:

« Adam, where art thou? arise and come

nnto me and I will show thee wonderful

things. ))

« And when j'our father came unto me, I

spake to him wicked things, which drove

us out of that glory. And it was Satan who

caused me to speak words of blasphemy and

contempt. So I opened my mouth and said

:

« Come Adam, my lord, and hear my words,

and eat of the fruit of this tree of which

God has commanded us not to eat thereof;

do thou eat and thou shalt become a god. »

« Your father answered, saying unto me :

« 1 fear lest God be provoked to anger a*

gainst me. »

<c And I said unto him : <( Fear not, for as

soon as thou shalt eat thereof, thou shalt

know good and evil. »

a And he listening unto my deceitful words,

ate of the fruit, and immediately his eyes

were opened, and he knew that he was

naked. Digitized byCjOOglC
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« And he said unto me t « woman, why
hast thou dealt with me in this way, and
hast deprived me of the glory of God ? »

« And instantly we heard the voice of Mi-

chael the anchangel, sounding the trumpet

and saying unto all the angels : a Thus
saith the Lord of Hosts ; come with me and
let us go into the Garden and hear the

judgment which I shall pronounce upon

Adam and Eve. »

« And when we heard the sound of the

trumpet, and the words of Michael the arch-

angel, we said to each other : « Behold,

the Lord is coming down into the Garden

to judge us; come, where shall we hide our-

selves? »

« And the Lord God came into the Gar-

den, seated on a chariot of cherubim, and

the angels, and all the hosts of heaven stood

before him and offered praise. And as soon

as the Lord God entered into the Garden,

all the trees, amongst which Adam and I

stood, flowered ; and the throne of God was

placed near the tree of life.

a And the Lord God cried unto Adam, your

father, saying : « Adam, where art thou ?

Dost thou think that thou art hidden from

Mine eyes that see all things, and that I

shall not be able to find thee out? Can a

house hide itself from its builder ^^g.))^^^^yGoogle
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« Then your father answered and said:

« My Lord, we do not hide ourselves from

thee thinking that Thou canst not find us

out; but we are afraid of thee because we
are naked. »

« And God said unto him: « Who told

thee that thou wast naked ? Thou hast trans-

gressed my commandment which I gave

unto thee, and thou hast not kept it. »

« Then your father remembering what I

had told him, that I would make him stand

without fear before God, turned about unto

me, saying : « Why didst thou do this ? »

« And I said unto him : a My lord, the

sei*pent deceived me. »

a Then the Ijord said unto Adam your fa-

ther : (t Because thou hast done this, and

hast not kept my commandments, and hast

hearkened to the voice of thv wife : cursed

be the ground in thy labotir ; for thou shalt

till it, and it shall not give thee of its

fruits, but thorns and thistles shall it bring

forth unto thee, and in the sweat of thy

face shalt thou eat thy bread. »

« And turning towards the serpent, the

Lord said unto him : « Because thou hast

done this, and hast become a tool of wick-

edness, and hast deceived the true-hearted

ones, be thou cursed above all beasts and
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<5attle, and thou s^halt be deprived of the

iood with which thou didst feed thyself,

and thou shalt eat dust all the days of thy

life. Upon thy belly shalt thou go, and

thou shalt be deprived of thy hands and

of thy feet, and there shall be left unto

thee neither ear, nor wing, nor any of the

members that thou hast; because with thy

wicked craftiness thou hast seduced and

deceived them, and caused them to go out

of the Garden of Delights. And I will put

enmitv between thee and the woman, be-

tween thy children and between her children;

they shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt

bruise their heels, until the day of judg-

ment, »

« And the Lord turning, said unto me

:

« Because thou didst listen unto the ser-

pent, and didst despise my commandments,

thou shalt be oppressed by heavy toil and

intolerable sorrows. In anguish shalt thou

bring forth children, and in thy life and

in thy sufferings thou shalt confess and cry;

Lord, Lord, deliver me now, and I shall

no more return again to sin. And thus out

of thine own words will I judge thee for

the enmitv that the enemv hath sown in

thee, and thy desire shall be to thy hus-

band, and he shall rule over thee. »
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tt And thereafter the Lord commanded his

angels to take us out of the Garden of

Delights; and while they were driving us

out, we made a great lamentation and wept

bitterly.

a And Adam your father, said : « Grant me
a little time that I may pray the man-lov-

ing God, it may be that He will have pity

upon me, for I only have sinned. »

(lAud the angels that were driving us out,

did so. And Adam cried out with a sorrow-

ful voice and said : « Forgive, O Lord, my
trespass which I have committed. » .

« Then the Lord sf»id unto his angels

:

« Why did ye cease from driving them out

from the Garden ? Did I do it without a

cause? Or did I judge them unjustly? »

« And the angels fell upon their faces^

saying: « Righteous art thou, Lord, and
just are thy judgments. »

a And the Lord turning again unto Adam
said : « Thou shalt no more dwell in the

Garden. »

« But Adam answered and said unto the

Lord : a My Lord and God, I beseech thee;

grant me of the tree of life that I may
eat of it before I go out from the Garden

of life. »

« And God spake again unto Adam, saying:
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« Thou shalt not now take thereof, for We
did command the Cherubim to keep the

way of the tree of life with a flaming sword^

that thou shouldst not eat thereof and never

die; but that the enmity which the enemy
sowed in thee should remain in thee. And
if when thou shalt go out from the Garden

thou shalt keep thyself from all wicked-

ness and take death into consideration, then

after thou diest, in the resurrection I will

restore thee and will give thee of the fruit

of life, and thou shalt never die any more. »

« And the Lord having said these things,

commanded the angels to drive us out of

the Garden. Then Adam, your father, wept

bitterly in the Garden before the angels,

and the angels said unto him : « What wilt

thou, Adam, that we should do unto thee ? »»

« He answered, saying : a I know that ye

shall now drive me out, but let me take

from the Garden something of sweet odour,,

that when I am driven out, I may offer sac-

rifice unto God, and the Lord may listen

unto my prayer. »

fi Then the angels approached the Lord

and said : ohil ! ohil ^ ! which means : E^

ternal king.

1. Another ms- has la'il ! Tail

!
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« And He commanded them to give to A-

dam out of the Garden sweet-smelling spices.

Then God did command them to bring A-

dam before Him that he should take of

the sweet-smelling spices and of the seeds

that were to be used for meat. And the

angels left Adam before the Lord. And the

Lord God commanded that he should be giv-

en four things, which are these : Crocus,

which is saifron ; Nard, which is balsam

;

Calamus, which is fragrant reed, and Cin-

namon, which is the fruit of the cinnamon-

tree, and many other seeds for meat. When
we had taken all these things we went out

from the Garden, and found that we had

been brought into this land.

<c And now, my children, I have told you

everything in order concerning the decep-

tion of the enemy by whose fraud we were

driven out. And behold, take heed, lest ye

also be deprived of the glory of God. »

And while Eve was telling all these things

to her children, Adam lay before them in

the pains of his sickness ; and Eve and her

children began to weep and lament. And
when they ceased, Adam awaked out of his

sleep, and Eve said unto him : « Why shalt

thou (lie and I remain living, my lord? Or

tell me the truth, liow long shall it be aft-

er thy death before I follow thee? cJIgitizedbyGoogle
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And Adam said unto Eve : <c Be not anx-

ious to enquire into such things, for thou

shalt quickly follow me. We shall die at

the same time and thou shalt be laid near

me in the same place. But when I die, do-

thou cover me, and let not any of thy child-

ren look at me, until the angel shall com-

mand what ought to be done with me ; for

God will not forsake me, for He claims His

vessels that He has created. And now arise

and give thyself unto prayer, until my soul

shall depart unto my Lord who gave it.

Alas ! I know not how I shall meet my
Creator. Will He be angry with me ? Or

will He turn and have mercy upon me
through His pity? »

Then Eve arose and went out, and falling

on the ground upon her face, wept and

lamented bitterly, and thus she spake : «

I

have sinned against thee, God; I have

sinned against thee, Father of all ; I have

sinned against Thee, Lord; I have sinned

against Thee, the man-loving One ; I have

sinned against thy L-^eraphim ; I have sinned

against Thy eternal throne; I have sinned

against Thee, Lord ; I have sinned even a-

gainst Thy Holy of Holies ; I have sinned

against Thee, O Lord ; for I am the origin

of all sin and iniquity in this world, w ^
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And while Eve was offering up this pray-

er, the angel of the Lord came unto her

in the shape of a man, and raising her from

the ground, said unto her : « Arise, woman,

^tand upon thy feet; for, behold, Adam,

thy husband, has departed from his body

;

Jook up ! and thou shalt see his soul going

up to heaven to present itself before its

Creator. »

So Eve arose, and with her own hand

wiped the tears from her face ; for her eyes

were swollen wth weeping. Then lifting up

her eyes to heaven, she saw a chariot of

fire drawn by four beasts of fire, the glo-

rious splendour of which no human tongue

can describe. And they carried Adam's soul

into the place where he lived in his body

;

and the angels werU before the chariot. And
when they approached the place, the chariot

and the Cherubim stopped, with Adam in

it. Eve saw also censers of gold, and three

litters and angels with sweet spices and

censers going to and fro, and hastening in-

to the holy Tabernacle. There they kindled

a fire and put spices into the censers, and

the smoke of the spices went up and cov-

ered the firmament of heaven. And all the

angels bowing down, worshipped God and

cried out: Eliail! which is, being transla-
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ted : Lord, king of all eternity, grant par-

don to Adam
; for he is thine image and the

work of thine immaculate hands. »

And Eve beheld before God yet more

wonders, exceedingly wonderful, and she wept

bitterly. Then she turned and spake thus

unto Seth, her son : « My son, arise and

stand by the side of thy father's body, that

thou mavest see the wonderful vision that

no man has ever seen, and behold how all

the angels pray unto the Lord for Adam,

thy father. »

And Seth arose and went to his mother,

and said unto her : « Mother, why dost thou

weep ? »

His mother answered him and said: «Look

up and see with thine own eyes the firma-

ment of heaven opened, and the soul of thy

father how it is prostrated before God, and

all the angels that implore for it, are saying

thus : tt Grant pardon, O Lord, unto Adam,

Thou that art the patient God, and art

the Lord of all, for he is thine image. » —
Now, Seth, my son, what shall become of

me, wretched as I am, when they shall

carry me before God, the invisible? And
who are these two Ethiopian men who stand

before God, and beseech him earnestly for

Adam, thy father? »
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Seth said unto her : « O my mother, these

Ethiopian men thou seest, are the sun and

the moon, who prostrated upon their faces^

pray God for Adam, my father. »

And Eve said unto him: « Where is their

light ? Why do they look dark ? »

Seth answered and said : <c The light has

not gone away from them, but before the

Fatlier of light their light cannot be seen ;

for their brightness is hidden by the glory

and the greater brightness of the face of

God the Father. »

While Seth was savingr this to Eve his

mother, on a sudden, one of the angels blew

a trumpet, and directly all the angels who
lay down upon their faces before God, a-

rose and cried with a loud voice, saying

:

a Blessed be the Lord in His glory by all

his creatures, for He was merciful unto

Adam, the creature of his hands. »

And when the angels cried thus, one of

the six winged Seraphim came and took

away Adam, and carried him into the sea

that was not made by hands, and washed

him three times, and brought him again

and placed him before God ; and three hours

he remained prostrated on the ground upon

his face. Thereafter He who is the Father of

all, and who sat upon His throne, stretched

Digitized byLjOOQIC



THB BOOK OF ADAM 83

out his hand and took Adam and delivered

him unto the hands of Michael the arch-

angel, saying unto him : « Bring him into

the second heaven, and make him rest until

the day of the great Regeneration ; for I

will bring Redemption upon the earth for

Adam and all his generations. »

Then Michael the archangel took Adam
and gave him rest where God commanded

;

and all the angels sang hymns of praises,

and wondered at God's mercy in that He
granted pardon unto Adam. And after much
rejoicing for Adam's sake, Michael the arch-

angel spake unto the Father of light, say-

ing: — « Lord, let all the angels be

gathered together before Thee, each one

according to his own rank. »

And all gathered together, some having

censers in their hands, and some sounding

lyres and trumpets. And, behold, the Lord

was taken up with glory upon four winds,

and the Seraphim took hold of the winds,

and all the angels came down from heaven

before him, and descended upon the earth

in the place where Adam's body lay ; and

from thence the Lord went into the Garden

together with all the celestial hosts. Then
all the plants and the trees of the Garden

did blossom, and bare fruit, and their per-
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fume was shed around ; so that all they

that were born of Adam became nnconscious

falling asleep because of the excessive fi'a-

grance of the flowers of the Garden ; but

Seth only remained awake ; for God was

pleased to show him the wonders that he

would work.

And the Lord God beholding the body

of Adam thus lying upon the ground, by

reason of his love towards man, was very

grieved and said : a thou Adam, why
didst thou do that thing? for if thou hadst

kept the commandment which I gave thee,

they that brought thee to this place would

not rejoice. But now I tell thee, that when

my Salvation shall appear in the world, I

shall turn their joy into mourning, and thy

mourning I shall turn into joy. For I will

make thee return into thy first glory, and

will cause thee to sit upon the seat of thy

deceiver, and he shall come to that place

where thou liest. And he shall see thee

placed higher than himself, and thou shalt

see him cursed with all those who did his

will. Then I will send them into the fire

of hell, and they shall be sore afraid, and

he shall be grieved in seeing thee exalted

to his place. »

And when God had spoken these things
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unto Adam, He said unto Michael the arch-

angel : « Go thy way into the kingdom

which is in heaven, and thou shalt take from

thence three linen cloths of white and of

purple, and thou shalt bring them hither. »

And he went and did as the Lord com-

manded him.

. And God commanded Michael and Uriel

the archangels, saying thus unto them :

^ Wrap the linen cloths around Adam's

body, and bring fragrant anointing oil and

cast it upon him. )>

And the archangels Michael and Uriel

did according as the Lord had commanded

them. And when they had wrapped up A-

dam's body, God commanded them to fetch

the body of Abel the just ; and they brought

it and placed it before God. Then God
commanded to bring linen cloths and wrap

up the body of Abel the just ; for since

the day that Cain his brother slew him,

his body had not been covered ; for Cain

also would have hidden it but could not,

for the ground would not receive his body,

moreover a loud voice came out of the

ground saying unto him : « I will receive

no created body before that of the first

created one, which was taken out from

me. » And the angels took the body of
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Abel and put it upon a stone, until they had

buried the body of Adam. And the Lonl

God commanded the angels to lift up the

bodies- and carry them into the Garden to

the very place from which God had taken

the dust and had created Adam. There He
gave command lo dig the ground and bury

them together. Then God commanded the

seven holy archangels, to go and bring from

paradise many perfumes. And the archan-

gels accordingly did as they were comman-

ded by the Lord, and they put the per-

fumes in the place where the bodies were to

be laid. Then they took the bodies of both

and put them in the grave, and covered

them with earth. And the Lord God called

unto the body of Adam and said: a Adam!
Adam ! d

And Adam cried out, saying : <c Lo, here

I am, O Lord. »

And the Lord said : « Have I not told

thee already that dust thou wert, and un-

to dust thou shalt return ? And now I de-

clare the Resurrection unto thee and unto

all the generations of man that come from

thv seed, »

And when He had said this, the Lord

God made the mark of a triangle upon their

graves to seal them, that no one should go
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near their bodies for the space of six days,

until they were turned into the dust out

of which they were taken.

And when our Lord had ended all these

things, He went up into heaven with glory.

And Eve not knowing what had become of
Adam, or where his body was laid, was

sore grieved and wept bitterly. For during

the time that the Lord came down into

the Garden of Delights to receive Adam's

body, Eve with the rest had become un-

conscious, fiilling asleep, during all these

wonders, and no one knew anything about

them, except Seth, her son.

And thereafter when the hour for Eve's

dying arrived, she arose of her ownself,

and with tears, she set herself to pray,

saying: « Lord, God of all nature, Crea-

tor of all beings, separate me not from the

body of Adam, thy servant, because thyself

hast taken me out of the body and the

bones of Adam, and hast created me. I pray

thee grant this favour to thine unworthy

handmaid, that her body, which has sinned,

should not be separated from that of Adam,

but let it be too^ether with his body, as

before I was with him in the Garden. For

even after we transgressed against thy com-

mandment, we did not separate from each
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other, so even nowy Lord our Gody sepa-

rate us not from one another. »

And when she had finished this prayer,

she looked up into heaven, and beat her

breast and said : <c O my Lord and God
of all, receive my spirit in peace, w

And as soon as she had said so, she

slept, and gave up her soul into the hands

of the angels. And thereafter Michael the

archangel and three other archangels, took

up the body of Eve and carried it away,

and buried it in the same place where lay

the bodies of Adam and Abel the just.

Thereafter Michael the archangel cried

unto Seth, saying : <c Thus shalt thou buiy

every man that dies, until the day of the

Second coming and of the Resurrection, »

And having thus set forth the command
he said unto him : a Upon the seventh day

thou shalt rest and rejoice together with

the spirits of the righteous that are upon

earth. »

And Michael the archangel having thus

spoken unto Seth, was instantly taken up

into heaven, and together with the arch-

angels, gave praise and glory unto God,

singing hymns and saying : « Hallelujah !

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Holy, Holy, Holy

is the Lord of Hosts. » r^ T
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HISTORY OF THE CREATION

AKD OF

THE TRANSGRESSION OF ADAM, l

The Lord God in creating heaven and

earth, created first the hosts of the angels

for the service of his own Divinity. And
Sadael the wicked, and Beliar, were the

chiefs of the choirs of Satan. They were

adorned with great glory, and were placed

higher than all the angels and all the

choirs of the angels ; they gave praise,

blessing and glory and honour unto God.

But Satan, the unclean, would not praise

God ; for he was vain-glorious in his heart,

and wished to put his throne as high as the

1. This was taken from the ms- N.** 729 of the Arme-
nian library ot' St. Lazarus, in Venice. It however bears

no title, but has only an A — The title « History

of the creation and of the transgression of Adam > has

been added by the publishers.
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thro)ie of God. And the Lord God comman-

ded Gabriel the great one, and Michael the

terrible one, who belonged to the hammer-

holder seraphim, and the nine orders of an-

gels, and they rushed against Sadael and all

them that did his will, and struck them

and cast them down like hail that falls from

the clouds.

And God the beneficent, on account of

the pride of Satan, created Adam from

earth to fill up the place of the angels that

had fallen. And the Lord God caused a deep

sleep to fall upon Adam, and took one of

his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead

thereof. And when Adam awoke from his

sleep, he saw the woman and he was pleased.

And Adam said : « Behold,- this is bone of

my bone, and flesh of my flesh, she shall be

called woman. »

And the Lord God brought them and put

them in the Garden of Eden, which was a very

splendid place, and commanded them saying

:

<cYe mav eat of the fruit of all these trees,

but of the Tree of life ye shall not eat, nor

shall ye handle it; for if you eat thereof

ye shall die. » And He put Adam in the

middle of the Garden for this purpose, that

if he kept the coinmandment of the Loi*d,

he might be taken up into glory into the
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upper Jerusalem, into the place of the aiigels

that had fallen.

Wherefore Satan growing envious entered

into the serpent. At that time the serpent

was winged, he had a tongue, and could

enter into the Garden ; but SaUui, for fear

of the angels dared not go into the Garden

;

therefore when he saw the serpent in it,

he taught him to deceive Eve and Adam.
x\nd the serpent went and saw that Adam
and Eve walked in the Garden, and ate of

the fruits and amused themselves, and as

he was advised by Satan, he closely watched

them until he found Eve alone.

The serpent then said unto her : « Why
dost thou eat of the fruits of all the trees,

and of this beautiful fruit thou eatest not? »

Eve said : « Because the Lord God did

command us not to eat of that fruit, saying

:

<cWhen ye eat, ye shall die. »

The serpent said : « God is willing to de-

ceive you ; He was like you, as long as He
had not eaten of that fruit ; when He ate

thereof, he reached the glory of Divinity.

Wherefore He told you to eat not of that

fruit, that ye should not become equal unto

Him, and sharers of His glory and of His

throne.

Then she took and ate of the fruit, and
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instantly she was bereft of her glory •

When Adam came and saw that the wo-

man was despoiled of her splendour, he was
grieved, and said : « Didst thou eat of the

fruit ? »

Eve said: n It is a most delicious one,,

take and taste thyself, and thou shalt see

how sweet it is, »

Adam said: « I cannot eat of it and be
stripped like thee. »

Eve said : « I ate too much, and therefore

have been stripped ; do thou eat only a little.

»

Adam said : a I cannot eat and be stripped

of my glory like thee. »

Eve said : « If thou eatest. God shall not

be wroth with thee, for He loves thee very

much, »

Then he took the fruit and examined

it, and was afraid to be stripped like the

woman. He Avould not eat it, but the wo-

man wept and entreated him saying : « If

we die let us die together, and if we live

let us live together, separate me not from

thee. » And Adam as he looked at the

beauty of the woman was beside himself;

for though she had lost her glory she

was beautiful, her body was of a dazzling

white like a pearl ; for she was newly crea-

ted, and God had created and decked her
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with his own hands. And Adam after much
thought said: « It may be that God will

have mercy upon me and strip me not. And
if I be deprived of my glory, when shall He
have mercy upon me ? Better were it for me
to die than to be separated and parted from

my wife.» For he did not understand that

had he kept the commandment, God could

have created another and much more hand-

some woman than she. Having held the

fruit in his hand^ and examined it for about

three hours, he said : « I cannot live without

my wife. » So he cast aside the word of God,,

and in obedience to the word of the woman
he ate the fruit, and was stripped of his

gloiy. Not that the fruit was evil, for

there was not any evil fruit in the Garden^

but the evil was in what Kve did in de-

spising the word and the commandment of

God, and in listening to the word of the

serpent. And Adam despised the word and

the commandment of God and listened to

that of his wife.

Wherefore they were deprived of their

glory and they sought and covered them-

selves with the leaves of a fig-tree ; for

they thought that a covering of leaves

could hide them from the sight of God ; for

God always appeared unto them, coining
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gently and talking with them in a sweet

voice. But at that moment when they ate

the fruit and were stripped of their splen-

dour, and had covered their nakedness with

leaves, the voice came from the fig-tree,

<5rying out, and saying : « Adam, where art

thou? »

And Adam said: « Lord, I heard thy

voice, and I ran and hid myself. »

The Lord said: ct Why didst thou run

away and hide thyself? »

Adam said : « I ran away and hid myself,

because I was naked, and was ashamed

before thee. »

The Lord said : (i I had covered you with

glory, why did you strip yourselves of it?

did you eat of the fruit? w

Adam said : a This woman that thou hast

created, she deceived me. »

And the Lord spake unto the woman,

saying : a Woman, didst thou do that ? »

And the woman said : « Lord, the serpent

that thou hast created, he deceived me. »

Then the Lord was wroth against them,

and said unto Adam : a Because thou hast

done this, and didst not listen to my coun-

sel, but didst quickly listen to the coun-

sel of thy wife, instead of this immortal

plant, thorns shall be brought forth for
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thee ; in the sweat of thy face shalt thou

eat thy bread ; for dust thou wert and unto

dust shalt thou return. )>

And turning unto Eve, He said: « Be-

cause thou hast done this, I will greatly

multiply thy sorrow, in thy confinement

thou shalt suffer to death, in sorrow thou

shalt eat thy bread, and in sorrow thou

shalt live all the days of thy life. »

And turning unto the serpent He said :

« Thou art cursed above all cattle, upon thy

breast and belly thou shalt creep, and dust

thou shalt eat all the days of thy life. 1

will put enmity between thee and the wo-

man, and between thy seed and her seed
;.

it shall bruise thy head and thou shalt

bruise his heel. »

And God commanded the angels to drive

them out from the Garden, and with a flam-

ing sword to keep the ways of the Garden

of life. So they drove Adam and Eve out

from the Garden.

And they went out to a place dark and

gloomy ; there they remained the whole day

and they ate nothing, but inconsolable,

they wept and bemoaned themselves. And
six days after, the Lord had mercy upon

them, and sent his angel to take them out

of the darkness, and to guide and bring
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them to this bright world, where he shewed

them the fruit-bearing trees, with which

they had to satisfy themselves and live. And
Avhen Adam and his wife saw it, they said

:

a Although it is not so good, and the light

and the fruits of this world are not equal

to the light and the fruits of the Garden;

yet through these we shall neither die nor

remain in darkness. »

So they were comforted.
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07 ADAH

FROM THE GARDEN.

When Adam was driven from the Garden

into the world, as long as the sun was up

they were cheerful. But when in the even-

ing the sun went down, they thought that

darkness had fallen upon them, and they

should see the sun no more. For as in the

Garden the light reigned always, they

thought that all the world also would be

in continual light ; they did not know that

in the world there is night, and there is

day. Wherefore when the sun went down
they were grieved, for they thought that

day-light would return no more; and they

wept and mourned until morning.

And at day-break, Satan came unto them

in the shape of an angel, and said: aWhy
are ye grieved ? »
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Adam said : « We are grieved because God
had created us and had put us in the bright

Garden, and through the deceit of the ser-

pent, we ate of the fruit, and were driven

forth from the Garden, and for a certain

time we were in darkness. But the Loini

again was gracious unto us, and He sent

His angel and took us out from the dark-

ness and brought us into this bright Avorld,

Avhich, although not equal to the light of

Paradise, still is light. Now we know not

what we have done that the Lord is wroth

against us and has withdrawn that little

light ; therefore we mourn and weep, »

Satan said: ciWhat did ye give unto that

angel who took you out from the dark place

and brought you to the light? »

Adam said: a Nothing. )>

Satan said : « How is that ? why did ye

not declare yourselves servants unto him

together with all your generations ? »

Adam said: « We were beside ourselves^

and thought not to say so. »

Satan said : « What would you give unto

me, if I give you good tidings about light ?»

Adam said : « If we could see light once

again, we would become servants unto thee,

and all our generation. »

And Satan pointed them towards the east^r^ t
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saying : « Look there, and ye shall see

light. »

Having said this, Satan withdrew to a

little distance ; and Adam and Eve looked

eastward, and seeing the sign of daylight,

they were filled with great joy and pleasure.

When the sun was a little higher, Sa-

tan, the Evil one, came unto them, saying

:

<c Have ye seen the good tidings, and how
I did cause vou to be cheerful ? »

Adam said : « I am servant unto thee, and

unto thy goi.>d tidings, for thou hast given

light unto us. We and all our generations

are thv servants. »

Then Satan brought a stone and put it

before Adam, and said unto him : « Place

thy hand upon this stone and say : Let all

my generations be thy servants. If thou

say not so I will cause deep darkness to

fall upon thee. »

And Adam placed his hand upon the

stone and said : « Until the unbegotten shall

be born, and the immortal shall die, we
and all our generations AA'ill be thy serv-

ants. »

Then Satan took the stone and brought

it to the river Jordan, and there he buried

it, and in the hands of Satan it became

Adam's siofuature.c
4
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Adam and Eve rejoiced and were cheer-

ful until evening; and then they perceived

that they were deceived by Satan, and they

wept and mourned, and fasted seven days,

and entreated the Lord. And after these seven

days, the Lord was gracious unto them,

and sent his angel, Avho brought hand-

writing from God, and delivered it into

Adam's hands, saying : a Fear not, Adam,

Satan has deceived thee. If he has said

unto thee « until the unbegotten shall be

born », it is because I am the Unbegotten

who was born of no one ; and by saying

<( immortal » he meant My Divinity, which

can never rlie . Through this deceit he

took from thee thy handwriting that thou

shouldst remain a slave in his hands. But

I will not let thee remain a slave in the

hands of Satan, for thou art mine image.

I will not be deprived of thee, nor leave

thee in his hands. — And those seven days

in which Adam fasted, are called « The fast

of the Septuagesima. » — And at the begin-

ning of the sixth age, from the light of My
Divinity I shall send my Beloved Son, who
shall come and take flesh from thy seed,

from the holy and immaculate Virgin, and

shall be Son of the son. And mv Son shall

blot out thy handAvriting, and shall free^
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thee from the slavery of Satan, and give

nnto thee thy first glory. »

When Adam heard these good tidings, he

rejoiced much, and the six thousand years

appeared unto him like an hour.
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THE fflSTORY OF CAIN AND ABEL,

THE SONS OF ADAM.

After the deceit of Satan, Adam having

fasted five ^ days — which we call <( The fast

of the Septuagesima » — God grew tender

toward him, and sent His angel to tell him

about God taking flesh , and about his

deliverance from the hands of Satan. And
then he brought the Ox and caused it to be

obedient unto him, that he should use it to

plough the ground, that he might till and

cultivate it, and eat its produce, and be

satisfied ; and commanded Adam to take

from the produce a portion for God.

And Adam's first-born was Cain, When
Cain was thirty years old, then Abel and

his sister were born. Eve brought forth

children only once every thirty years, and

she brought them forth in pairs, a male

and a female.

1. Thus has the ms.
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Abel, at the age of twenty years old^

became a keeper of sheep, and Cain was

a tiller of the ground. And Adam said unto

them : « From the produce of your labour,

ye shall take out one tenth for God's por-

tion. » And the sheep of Abel brought

forth one mth numberless speckles ; Abel

chose it for God's portion: but for love of

his brother, he would not offer it. He said i

within himself: cc When the crops of my
brother are ripe, then we will offer up

together the portion to God. »

When Cain's crops of com were ripe,

he cut down his corn, he made bunches

of that which was beaten by the wind,

fastened it up in sheaves, and put them

apart for God's portion.

And Abel brought liis lamb that he had

chosen, and had promised unto God as his

portion. And Cain stood up in prayer to

God, saying : « Know, thou, Lord, Creator

of all, that from everything that I Avorked

for and produced, I took out a portion and

a tenth part of my substance and offered

unto thee. And now let thv Avill be done,

as it pleases thee. »

And the Lord was wroth with Cain, and

as a handful of dust is carried awav of the

^-ind, so he scattered all his harvest of corn, ^ ^
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and destroyed all his riches, so that not

even an ear of corn could be- found. He
beat Cain's face with hail, which blackened

like coal, and thus lie remained ^nth a

black face.

But Abel offered unto God the first-

born lamb, and stretching out his hands,

prayed unto the Lord, saying : « Lord God,

Creator and maker of all good things, I

beseech thee, accept my offering which I

offer thee as a portion of those good gifts

that thou hast created and distributed unto

us. Of the good things thou hast granted^

I offer unto thee that they should be accept-

able before thee. »

Immediately a gentle breeze blew, and a

light came down from heaven, and Abel's

face became shining, and a voice came from

heaven, saying : « Thy prayer is heard, and

thine offering is accepted. » And a shining

cloud covered Abel, and took his lamb

up to heaven.

And Cain nourished a hatred against

Abel, and would have killed him, but knew
not how, for as yet no murder had taken

place. And Abel knew not the Avicked in-

tention of his brother, and they did always

eat, and drink, and walk together.

But on a certain day Cain said unto his
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brother : a Let us go and take a walk in

the field. » So they arose and went into the

field, and Cain wished to bind his brother;

but Abel was more vigorous than (^ain, and

therefore Cain could not reveal his intention

unto him. Then he began to play >vith his

brother, and wrestle with him, trying to

take hold of him in fiank, to see whether

he was strong enough to overcome him ;

but in trying to take hold of him in flank,

he fell down, and could not overcome Abel.

Then Cain getting up, looked around here

and there, and saw a very long shoot of

H vine, and said : a Come brother, let us

play with this shoot. »

Abel said : « How shall we play with a

shoot? M

Cain said : a Throw vour arms around

this tree, and with these three shoots I will

bind thee, and see whether thou canst break

them, and set thyself free. Then will I em-

brace the tree, and thou shalt bind me

;

and so will we see who shall be nble to

break free. »

And he was strong, but with this he

would try and see who was stronger.

Then Abel approached the tree, and Cain

took the shoot of the vine, and with it he

bound him around three times, body and
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hands. Then Abel understood his brother's

wickedness , and enti-eated him , saying

:

^ Brother, let me loose from the bond. »

But Cain would not release him ; he bound

him stronger, and with many shoots of the

vine he surrounded him and the tree, from

the feet to the head. And Abel wept and

*said : « Brother, let me loose ; shed not my
blood for the sake of this perishable world.

What harm have I done !into thee? Why
art thou wrath against me V Let all the

world be thine. »

But Cain walked about and looked for

something with which he could kill his

brother, but he knew not the way to give

him a death-blow.

And Satan the wicked one, at the close

of the day, with a black pebble^ . . .

• there was a stone, sharp

like a razor, with which one slew another,

1. As in the text lack some few lines, in order to

complete the meaning of the phrase I took from « The
Commentary of the Creation » - 0'*(r*"»»^/'**» mpmpmSmg -

of Vartan, an Armenian Doctor and writer of the Xllth

century, these few lines:- « And when they did j^o, Cain

arose against Abel and murdered him; either by strang-

ling or with a pebble stone, as they say ; for he, dwelt

in by Satan, saw some devils in the shape of crows,

one ot whom with a stone sldw another. He did the

same, and so Abel's blood was shed upon the ground. >
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and then threw down the sharp stone. Cain

having learned from it, took the sharp 'stone

and came unto Abel.

And Abel wept, saying : <« Hast thou nc»t

pity upon our parents? «

But Cain had no pity lipon him. When
he came near to kill him, Abel, shedding

tears, said : « Brother, bring thy face that

I may kiss it, that my heart should not be

in want of it ; thou knowest the judgment

of God. »

When he was cutting the throat of his

brother with the stone, his brother said

:

— « Tell my mother who nourished me with

her milk to grant me her pardon. )>

And as the stone was a.small one, hardly

could he in an hour slay him. And while

he was cutting his throat, his brother con-

tinned saying: « I am going away from

this world, mayest thou enjoy the affection

of our parents. »

When he had slain his brother, and was^

going away cheerfully, the Lord appeared

unto him on the way, fifty cubits above in

the sky, and said to him : « Where is thy

brother? »

And he boldly said : « Who made me
his guardian that thou askest me ? )>

Now God asked him for a purpose, that
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peradventure he might repent ; but when
the Lord saw that Cain gave such an an-

swer, His anger was kindled against him and
He inflicted upon him seven punishments.

1. The first of the punishments was, that

upon his head sprung up two horns.

2. The second punishment was, that

one of the horns cried out in a loud voice

saying : c< Cain is the muixierer of his broth-

er. » And the mountains, the rocks and

the valleys echoed, saying : « Cain is the

murderer of his brother. »

3. The third punishment was, that he

quivered like a yew-tree in his feet, hands,,

and all his members.

4. The fourth punishment was, that no

matter how much he ate, he was never

satisfied.

5. The fifth pimishment was, that he

could not eat what in his heart he mshed

to eat ; and when he put anything into his^

mouth to eat it fell to the ground.

6. The sixth punishment was, that he

could not sleep, neither by night nor by

day.

7. The seventh punishment was, that

God did not prescribe him death, but said

the Lord : « Whosoever shall slay Cain,

his punishment shall fail upon the mur-

derer. Digitized byGoOglC



60 . THE HISTORY OF CAIK AND ABEL,

And thus Cain lived for eight hundred and

^ixty years. Then he was in despair, for he

wished to die, and did not die. And God
brought from above a skin and covered

him.

And Lamech having mounted a horse,

and gone hunting, Cain came in sight from

afar wth his horns and skin. Limiech, on

seeing him, thought it was a stag ; and let-

ting an arrow fly from his bow, he killed

Cain. Then the punishment fell upon La-

mech. But Lamech's wife was a good wo-

man ; she entreated God, and the Lord was

gi'acious unto him, on account of his wife's

shedding many tears , so his pain was

healed and the punishment was removed

from Lamech.

And when Adam and Eve heard of Abel's

murder, they wept and mourned for a long

time. And every time they buried Abel's

body, it came out upon the face of the

ground ; likewise bis blood never dried

up, and his body neither stank nor grew

worm-eaten. For God said to Adam that

he first should return to dust and then his

generations. Wherefore Adam ought first to

die and return unto dust, and then his

generation ; until Abel's body fell, no one

had died, and therefore it did not return
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unto dust neither his blood dried up. Until

Adam*s death Abel's body remained thus

unaltered, as if it were alive and in sleep

:

but when Adam died, then Abel's body also

entered into its grave.

And Cain after having murdered AbeU
being afflicted by seven punishments, mourned

and cried woe unto himself and wept bit-

terly. And his parents, x\dam and Eve,

as long as they saw Abel covered with

blood and Cain struck with punishment,,

wept and mourned over their children.

For a space of two hundred years Adam
knew not his wife ; he said, he was afraid

that through their mourning another son,,

still more wicked might be born. But the

Lord was gracious unto them, and sent

them good tidings for the sake of Seth^

and gave comfort to Adam and to Eve his

wife.
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CONCERNING THE GOOD TIDINGS
OF SETH,

TO WHICH WE MUST GIVE EAR.

And the Lord grew compassionate toward

Adam, and sent his angel unto him, saying:

« Know thy wife that thou mayest have a

son instead of Abel, »

Adam said : « I cannot know my wife, for

I knew her t^vice, and that was a greater

punishment than my expulsion from the

Garden. For as long as I see Abel covered

with blood, my heart is grieved and vexes

me; and when I turn and see Cain's pun-

ishment, my tears run down. And if I

know my wife again, that might be the

cause of another grief and affliction. »

The angel said: « Fear not, Adam; for

God shall give thee a son and thou shalt

call his name Seth, which being interpreted

is, « consolation. » He shall be the blessed seed,

and the head of patriarchs, and shall be a

comfort unto thee ; forasmuch as Cain's

wickedness has caused thee sorrow, so much
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comfort shall Seth afford thee. And thy

seed and the .seed of Seth shall multiply,

and the world shall be filled with it. But

let not the seed of Setb, or the seed of

others of thy children^ be mixed with that

of Cain's generation ; for if they mix them-

selves with that generation, thy good child-

ren shall become wicked, and then all shall

be punished together. »

Now when the angel gave unto Adam
the good tidings regarding Seth, he had

no other child of the seed of Cain. When
Seth was born, there were three hundred

and ninety women, and twenty-four men.

Cain, thirty yeai-s after he was married,

murdered Abel, who would have been mar-

ried in the same year: but this did not

take place, and so he became a virgin mar-

tyr. When Seth and others of his brothers

were born, his parents were comforted on

account of him, according to the tidings of

the angel. So the seed of Seth and of his

brethren multiplied : but they chased away

the seed of Cain and did not mix with

them, and they lived virtuously.

And the son of Seth, Enoch, the good

Fruit, asked his father, saying : a Why is

Adam, our grandfather, grieved ? m

Seth said: « He is atHicted tor having
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tasted of the fruit, for which he was expelled

from the Garden. »

And Enoch said unto his father: « The
debt of the father must be paid by the

son. »

Wherefore Enoch did not marry. He
planted a vineyard. It was a large vineyard,

filled with all good thingps, and he worked

in it sixty-four years. Every man tasted of

its fruits, but he, Enoch, did not taste at

all. He wore on his head an iron helmet,

that he should not look up into the fruits

of the trees; and for sixty-four years he

was a vine-dresser, but he did not eat of

the vineyard. And God commanded His

angels, and they took him up in his body,

and placed him in Paradise, where he is

until this day.

And when the other children of Seth

and Adam saw that Enoch, on account of

his purity and fasting, was taken up into

Paradise, many of them departed and retired

to mountains, and devoted themselves to

purity and mortification.

But in Cain's seed the maidens multiplied

exceedingly; so that one hundred women
walked after one man, and for one man
they quarrelled, and they snatched him from

one another ; for the men were few in
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number^ but the women and the maidens

were numerous. The seed of Seth and his

brethren did not mix with them, but lived

piously. There were many good men a-

mong them ; there were five hundred and

twenty single men devoted to an austere

life, and there was no possibility of their

mixing with the seed of Cain.

But the young women of Cain's seed,

invented the aitifice of carmine and of Hake-

white, >vith which they made their faces

red and white; they dyed their eyebrows,

and painted their eyes, and put on anti-

mony; they decked their hair with curls,

and invented different kinds of musical in-

struments. They reddened their feet and

their hands with alkanet, and with other

ornaments they decked and embellished their

persons. And with trimmed garments, and

with all kinds of music dancing joyfully,

they went into the mountain ; and with

clapping of hands and sounding trumpets,

and making long gyrations, and singing all

kinds of songs, they mixed with the child-

ren of Seth and deceived them. There were

five hundred and twenty solitary men,

and only Noah remained a virgin; all the

others mixed up with them and became

more wicked than they, and more lascivious
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than dogs. Neither the father discerned his

daughter, nor the mother distinguished her

son, nor the sister her brother. In this way
they continued to live an adulterous life,

and bore not God in niuid.

Wherefore God, on account of the mul-

titude of their sins, was wroth with them,

and willed to destroy them by water. There-

fore God commanded Noah to build an

ark, and to marry. But when the angel

came and told Noah to take a ^vife, Noah
would not do so, for he was five hundred

years old.

And the angel said: <( Thou must fulfil

the command of God, for He is going to

destroy all the world by water; all shall

be drowned, and thou shalt become a new

Adam, and from thy seed all the world

shall be filled. »

Noah said: « How long shall I live in

this world ? »

The angel said: « Thou hast lived five

hundred vears, and thou shalt live four

hundred years more. »

Noah said: u Four hundred years pass

away like a dream in the night ; why then

for a transitory dream should I contaminate

my virginity? »

The angel said : « It is the Lord's com-

mand, thou canst not go against ittz^byCjOOgle
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Noah said : a I know not whether there

is any pure woman left that I may take

her to wife, »

The angel said: « There is a pure virgin

^

whose name is Noamzarah, take her to wife

;

then begin to construct an ark, its length

an hundred and fifty cubits, its breadth

fifty, and its height thirty cubits. »

And the angel departed from him, there-

fore Noah took a vnk. And while he wan

building the ark, the hatchet cried out,

the axe cried out, the saw cried out, and

so did the wood, saying: « Behold, the

flood is coming up and it shall destroy the

world. »

When Xoah heard that voice, melting in

tears he entreated God to be patient and

wait for him twenty-seven days. And when

Noah went up to the upper story , he

placed two planks one upon the other ; and

the planks cried out that the flood waa
coming up. All the beasts came up two

by two, and went into the ark ; and oi

clean beasts in sevens and sevens. So the

irrational animals understood the coming ot

the flood, but men did not understand.

And Noah went into the ark, he and his

sons ; he shut up the door, and pitched and

cemented its sides with pitch. And the win-
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dows of heaven were opened, and the water

came out from beneath, and fell down from

above. Many made an attempt to escape

and go into the ark, but they were drowned

on the way. During forty days the wa-

ters increased and covered the tops of

the mountains. And about a year the ark

remained upon the waters, and then drifted

and rested upon mount Massis.

And at the end of forty days Noah o-

pened the window of the ark and sent forth

a raven, that he might bring him back some

sign ; and he went and found the dead bodies

to feed upon and came back no more. Then
he sent forth a dove ; and the dove flew and

wandered upon the tops of the mountains

and found three flowers and brought them

as a sign, and presented them unto Noah.

Then Noah let loose all the birds.

And when three months had expired, he

opened the ark and saw that the mountains

and the hills were dry, but the plain was

covered with water, he then sent forth all

the beasts. But of the clean animals and

of the fowls, which went into the ark seven

and seven, he offered unto God, as a por-

tion, one of every seven, and entreated God
to destrov the world no more bv water.

And his offering was accepted, and the Ijord

heard his pi-ayer. Digitized byGoogle
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And he requested the Lord saying : «Give

me a sign of reconciliation. »

And the Lord said: « Look towards the

east. »

And Noah saw the sign of a bow in red

and green that had come down.

And God said unto Noah: « This shall

be a token of my reconciliation \vith thy

children. When they see the bow, they shall

know that the Lord is compassionate to

them ; so this shall be my covenant with

thee and with thy children, that I will no

more cause the flood to come upon the

earth ; and if they commit evil, I will

reprove them with another punishment, w

And Noah being blessed by God, de-

scended the mountain, and dwelt in Agori.

When his seed multiplied, they went down

to Itchevan^ and there they dwelt three

hundred years. And his two sons, Andoon

and Manetoon, aH well as the other child-

ren, were fruitful and multiplied, and pea-

pled Nakhitchevan ^, and from there they

repeopled the whole world. And the name ot

the place was called Nakhitchevan, and

there is Noah's tomb.

1. Encampment — Armenian word.

2. The first encampment.
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fflSTORY OF THE REPENTANCE

OF ADAM AND EVE,

THE FIRST CREATED ONES, AND HOW THEY DID PERFORM IT >.

When Adam went out from the Garden,

he took Eve, and by God's command, they

dwelt over against the Garden ; and as they

always beheld it, they continually were op-

pressed, on account of their longing for it.

And their misery daily increased, and their

longing for the Garden of Delights grieved

them.

When the day declined and the sun set,

it became gloomy and dark night. Then a

great teiTor seized the first created ones.

1. We are indebted to F. C. Conybeare, an Armenian
scholar, for the publication of « Adam and Eve*s history

of repentance. » For when in the year 1893, in company
with ^rs. Conybeare, also a clever Armenian scholar,

he visited St. Lazarus, having learned our intention to

publish the Armenian edition of the uncanonical books,

he presented us \nth this history, as well as with the

« Book of Adam » , both of which he had copied from
a Manuscript in the Library at Etohmiadzin.
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for they thought it was the death by which

they had to die; and in their terror they

were agitated, until day-break, when the

*sun appeared.

Then they were relieved a little from the

fear of death. For God had said, « Ye shall

die », and this sad news caused them great

trouble, and that was the penitence of A-

dam, and Eve his wife. They thought and

remembered that spot of pleasure, and the

Garden of Delights ; the beauty of the trees

and the enjoyment of the plants ; the bright

coloured roses and the sweet-smelling flow-

ers ; the everlasting leaves and the sweet-

ness of the delicious fruits ; the good sounds

of the liery spirits, and the harmonious

chants of the angels; the charming voice

of the celestial beings and the delicious

songs of the incorporeal hosts. Adam hav-

ing lost all this\

. unto Adam the angel Gabriel, saying

to him to know Eve, that she may be

the mother of children. And he gave unto

Adam a branch from tlie trees of the Gar-

den, and said: « Let this be unto thee a

sign, that Eve shall bring forth a son ot

1. Here the text is laoking.
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<!onsolation^ and thou shalt call his name

Seth, instead of Abel whom Cain murdered.

And before Cain had murdered Abel, on

n certain day Eve told Adam a dream* say-

ing: a I saw last night in a dream, that Cain

took Abel's blood in his mouth and drank

it. And Abel entreated him to leave some

of the blood, but he did not listen ; and

the blood did not remain in his belly, but

he ejected it. »

When Adam heard this from Eve, he be-

-came suspicious about it. For, ere Eve had

told him the dream, he had heard Cain

saying unto Abel : « Come, let us go to

the field and see my garden, which I plan-

ted instead of the Garden for which our

parents continually lament and weep. » So

Adam went quickly and saw that Cain had

slain Abel, his brother, and had departed

from that place.

And as to how he slew him, and in

what way, it is as I am uoing to relate.

Cain took Abel into the garden which

he had planted, and there he bound him

to a tree, with his hands behind hiin ; then

he took a pebble stone, and with it so

wounded he the innocent lad, that he

yielded up his soul. And Adam having

seen this, mourned sore and wept bitterly.
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Then feeling his heart oppressed, and his

soul embittered, he went and told Eve to

come and mourn with him for Abel, and

then to wrap his body up and to bury him.

But when he took Eve and came to the

place, he found not the body of Abel, for

the angels of God had buried it; and the

ground had absorbed his blood, so that it

never has been seen. Then a heavy sorrow

fell upon Adam and Eve, on account of

Abel their son, and they kept a mourning

of an hundred and twenty years; until,

through the command of God, they begot

Seth, the son of consolation.

Now after Cain had murdered Abel, Ga-

briel came unto Adam and said unto him

:

« Enquire not of Cain about Abel, for God
shall enquire of him and shall punish him »

;

as also He did.

For God enquired of Cain, saying :

(c Where is Abel thv brother ? »

And he did lie unto God savino- : a I

know not. »

And God asked Cain in order that he

might repent and say: « I have sinned, w

But he shamelessly said: « I know not.

Am I my brother's keeper V «

And God said unto him : « Thou art

not his keeper, but why hast thou been his

murderer? »
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And he subjected him to seven punish-

ments.

First he said : « Be thou accursed. »

Second: « A curse be upon the earth

where thou hast shed thy brother's blood. »

Third : « Thou shalt till the ground with

trouble and labour. »

Fourth : « And the ground shall not yield

unto thee her increase, for thou hast stained

it with the blood of the just. »

Fifth : « Thou shalt quiver like a tree in

the wind. »

Sixth : « Thou shalt be troubled like the

sea, when it is agitated by the waves. »

Seventh: (cGod put a sign upon him, that

he might be recognized by every one ; and

the sign was a mark. A horn also gi'ew

out of his forehead ; and wherever he went,

the horn cried out with a loud voice, say-

ing: « Cain, the murderer of his brother,

is coming. »

Thus he continued to live eight hundred

years. He continually trembled, and always,

day and night, tottered as he walked upon

the earth.

And Adam and Eve's mourning became

more intense, because of this :

First: For they had sinned against God.

Second: Because they were despoiled of

the light. Digitized byLjOOQIC
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Third : Because they were expelled from

the Garden.

Fourth : Because they were cast out upon

the earth that was cursed^

Fifth : Because they were subject to death.

Sixth: Bepause they became estranged

from God.

Seventh: Because they were deprived of

grace.

Eighth: Because they became equal to

the bciists.

Ninth : Because they lost their child and

were sore afflicted.

Tenth : Because they had seen their elder

son become the murderer of his brother,

and be condemned and punished by God.

All this was the cause of an inconsolable

mourning unto Adam, and a sharp pain unto

Eve, and one more cause of contrition and

penitence unto the first created ones. Who
constantly all the days of their lives mourned

before the Garden , saying : « magni-

ficent paradise ! O beautiful garden ! O
perfumed flower-garden! O graceful vine-

yard ! orchard planted by God ! have pity,

have pity upon us who are deprived of you,

who are longing for your good things ; have

pity upon us who feel tormented at sight of

you. Who will grant us to see you, O fruit-
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bearing trees ? Who shall grant us to see

you, fragrant flowers? Who shall grant

us to see you, never fading leaves? Who
shall grant us to taste you, delicious^

fruits? Who shall grant us to enter unto*

thee, Garden planted by God? Who shall

grant us to rest in thee, spot of delight?

ye eyes that looked upon the fruit, why
did ye not become blind ? O ye feet that

went near the fatal tree, why did ye not

bi'eak into pieces ? O ye hands that have

plucked the fruit, Avhy did ye not become

withered? »

And thus weeping and woeful, Adam
lived nine hundred and thirty years, in

sorrow and distress ; and then he was seized

with malady in his bowels.

Then all Adam's sons and daughters

gathered together around him; and they

were sixty in number, whom Eve had

borne unto him in thirty child-births, male

and female. And they gathered together,

around Adam, the first created man, with/

all their sons and daughters. And he was

in great danger ; and the pain by which

he was seized, was so sharp that it caused

him almost to faint, . .

,

And Eve and all her generations wept

and mourned for Adam ; and Adam lav
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before them grievously tomiented by his

illness.

Then Eve said unto Adam: « My loixi,

tell me my time ; shall I live long in this

world or shall I quickly die? What shall

I do after thee, for I know not anything? »

Adam said : <( Thou shalt not remain

long, but we shall die together, and they

shall put me nnd thee in the same place.

But go thou now and pray to the Lord,

peradventure he will grant some oil of the

tree, with which ye shall anoint me that I

may be relieved of these sufferings. »

And Eve arose and took Seth and went

to pray to the Lord, to give her, from the

trees of the Garden, a branch of the tree

that yields oil, for the healing of Adam.
And Behemoth, the hideous wild beast, met

them, and fell upon Seth to devour him.

Then Eve shrieked and cried out against

the wild beast, and said: « Hold thy peace,

and dare not to touch the servant of God.

Remember that thou wert under our do-

minion, and venture not to hurt my son. »

Then the beast let Seth free, whom he

had seized and was about to eat, and said

unto Eve : « I was obedient unto you as

long as.iyei were obedient unto God, and

kept Hb. commandments ; but since ye
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transgressed against the command of the

Creator, we were free to fall upon you, and

to treat you mercilessly, and to become dis-

obedient unto you. »

The beast spake all this unto Eve by

the command of God, and Avith a man's

voice, and with a stem and haughty and

awful countenance; then it left them and

went away.

And while mother and son, Eve and

Seth, were praying before the Garden, Ga-

briel the archangel came unto them, saying

:

« Arise and go away, for Adam died in

the evening at sunset. »

And they arose and Avent, Aveeping ; and

they saw that Adam was dead, and made

great lamentation over him.

And three hours after Adam had died,

while Eve was weeping and lamenting, she

felt a pain in her head, and said : « Alas,

my head ! Alas, my head ! »

And she also died with Adaru.

When they were created, Adam was crea-

ted on Friday morning, and at the third

hour of the day. Eve was created from

Adam's rib. And when they died, Adam
died towards the evening of Friday, and

Eve died at the third hour of the night.

And their sons and (laughters mourned
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them thirty days ; and they washed and

swathed them, and wrapped them up, with

fragrant spices, in clean linen cloths, and

put them in a wooden coffin. And their

sons, and the sons of their sons, until Noah^

honoured the divinely created bodies of the

first created ones.

And a thousand, three hundred and twelve

years after Adam's death, came the floods

and Noah^

lest they should perish by Ihe waters of

the flood. And when Noah came forth from

the ark, he gave the bodies of the first

created ones, to Shem, his elder son. And
he took and brought them into his own
possession, which even now bears the name

of the House of Shem, which is Shem's

house. And there he buried them, and put

Eve in the cavern of Bethlehem, where af-

terwards Jesus was born on the tomb of

Eve, from the holy virgin Marv. And A-

dam he buried on Golgotha, Avhere Christ

was crucified by the Jews upon Adam's

head, for the salvation of the world. Where-

fore the first holy men, and they that were

filled with the holy Spirit, determined and

ordered to commemorate on Friday those

who die in Christ.

1. The text is lacking. Digitized byCjOOglC
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Adam said unto Seth : « My son, this was

not our dwelling place ; this was the dwell-

ing of the wild beasts and animals; but

our dwelling place was in Eden, towards

the east, in the Garden. For God created

us, and put us in Paradise, and commanded
us of which fruit we should eat and of

which we should eat not ; but we kept not

his commandment ; so we were robbed of the

Divine glory and were sent out the of Gar-

den. »

And Seth, the son of consolation, hearing

such things from his father, considered them

;

and he went away, and for forty days and

forty nights he did neither eat bread nor drink

water. And in his prayer he said unto the

Lord : « Almighty, all-powerful Lord, hear

favourably my prayer, m And in the mean-

time he saw an angel coming and holding

1. This title was added by the publishers, the frag-

ment being found in the ms. -sWthout any title.
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in his hand a branch of joy ; nnd he gave

it unto Seth, saying: : « This is thy father's

consolation. » And Seth returned thanks

unto Christ, the Giver of life, who granted

and fulfilled his prayer favourably.

And Seth took the branch and brought

it unto Adam, his father, saying : « Father,

this comes from thy dwelling place. >»

And Adam took the branch, and put it

upon his eyes ; and his eyes were opened,

and he looked and saw that the branch

was from that tree from which he tasted

death. And he said unto his son : « Seth.

nty son ; this branch is from that tree, of

which the Lord commanded us to eat not. »

And Seth ^aid unto his father : « Father,

know that as it caused death, so it giveth

life, and even has given light »

And Adam offered thanks unto God, and

also blessed Seth, his son ; nnd according

to the command of the Lord, he returned

unto dust, out of which he was created.

And some time afterwards, Seth repeated

these same words unto Enoch , saying :

tt Adam, my father, said that this dwelling

was not ours, but it was the dwelling of

the wild beasts and of other creatures, and

our dwelling was in EJen, towards the east.

And when God created our father. He
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put him in the Garden, and commanded
him of which fruit he should eat and of

which he should not eat. But not havin*^

kept His commandment, he was deprived

of the Divine light, and expelled from the

Garden, and became equal to the brutes. »

And Knoch considered this thing, and

for forty days and forty nights he tasted

nothing. And thereafter he planted a beau-

tiful garden, and put in it all kinds of

fruitful trees. And he lived in that garden

tive hundred and forty-two years, after

which he was taken up into heaven with his

body, and obtained the Divine glory and

light.
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THE DEATH OF ADAM

Moses, who wrote the Book of the Crea-

tion, makes but little mention of Adam's

death. He briefly says, that Adam lived nine

hundred years. In the history of Paralipo-

mena of the Greeks, we find it thus written

about the first created ones.

After the envy and the sin, Adam went

out and dwelt over against the Garden,

and took no food for five days, but wept

all the time, until an angel came and com-

forted him, and taught him the work he

had to do. He brought him a blacksmith's

instruments, the pincers, and the hammer,

and by the command of God, worked with

him and instructed him. And afterwards,

Thobel, one of Adam's nephews, became a

skilful smith in iron and brass, and no one

since has been as skilful as Thobeh

And thereafter Adam knew Eve, and she

conceived and bare, with anguish, Cain and

her daughter Cainan, which being interpreted
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means a Envy » ; that is to say, (t SatanV

envy caused this unto me. » And thereafter

she bare Abel, which is, being interpreted^

cc Mournings, and a daughter, whose name was
Ema. And thereafter she bare Seth, which

being interpreted means « C^onsoler » , on ac-

count of Abel's death, and a daughter named

Estherah. And Seth obtained the Ijlessing of

Abel and became a keeper of sheep. And
Adam rejoiced in Seth and loved him.

And Adam became nine hundred vears old. i

And Seth begat sons and daughters,

and they were growing up. And on a cer-

tain day. Eve being in the house of Seth,

her son, Seth enquired of his mother, Eve.

about the cause of the sin for which thev

were driven out from the Garden ; and she

told him all things in order. And Seth

swore an oath unto God, to eat no fruit

all the days of his life. And when they

ceased talking, they lay down and slept ; and

in a dream they saw Adam in a form of

light, as he was at fii-st when they were

in the Garden, btit he looked as if He were

sad; and he was carried aw^ay from the

house as if by force : and Eve, in her dream,

went after him, to see where he was to be

taken. And he was taken up into a high

and bright temple : and there upon lofty
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thrones of light, sat three men of light,

and around the thrones there were numer-

ous attendants, young people, dressed in

bright garments.

And Adam was carried near the door of

the temple, then he was ([uickly made to

turn round, and, as if by force, he was

driven away ; and he went away grieved.

Then one of the three men who sat upon

the thrcmes, arose and interceded with his

companions. And the three men, secretly

>A'ithout the other attendants, took private

counsel. And the man who had risen from

the throne, came down and went qtiickly

after Adam, and found him in distress, near

Eve. Then he took him by the hand, and

called him, and brought him into the tem-

ple, and made him sit upon a chair, and

spake kindly unto him. And Eve was re-

joiced, and went after Adam to see what

they would do unto him.

And Seth, her son, a>\aking, saw that

his mother was trembling in her sleep ; so

he touched her and caused her to awake

;

and Eve arose all trembling and told her

son the vision. And in the morning. Eve

and Seth arisins: came unto Adam, and

thev found him ill in his bed, and all

the jyeneration g-athered together and sat
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around Adam ; and they related to him the

vision that Eve had seen ; and Seth told

their own vision, and they all began to

weep. And Adam entreated God not to

leave him alone ; he said, w as together we

were driven out from the Garden, so let

us die together. »

And when Adam had given instructions

unto Seth, he died. And Eve, and Seth and

all his sons mourned him. And at the third

watch of the day Eve fell asleep in her

affliction; and she put her head upon Adam,

and gave up her soul. And Seth fell upon

his mother and embraced her round the

neck, saying : « What is the matter with

thee, mother ? »

When he saw that she was dead, he fell

upon his face and wept bitterly. And Ema,

Eve's daughter, cut off her hair in mourn-

ing for her mother, and they wept during

the whole day, and the evening, and the

night. And at midnight they saw Adam
and Eve mourning in the darkness of the

house ; and, lo, a beautiful woman was seen,

holding in her bosom a little child and

going to Eve, and she drew near her. And
all at once a light shone out from the child,

and all the house was filled with it. And
Eve took the child in her bosom, and wept
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sore, and rejoiced. And Ema and Seth arose

and told the dream to each other, and they

rejoiced and felt comforted. And at the fii'st

watch of the day, lo, the angel of God ap-

peared visibly, and commanded them to dig

the ground, and put Adam and Eve under

it; and they did so. And Adam was put

into the grave, until the time when the

angel pointed out the place unto Noah, and

<Jommanded him to open it and take into

the ark the bones of Adam and Eve.
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CORCBiUIING THE HISTORY OF iSSANBTH

The Armenian Library of St. Lazarus^

in Venice, possesses six different Armenian

Mss. in which the History of Assaneth is

contained.

One is a Collection of Homilies, to which

is added the History of Assaneth, this last

})eing a copy taken from an Aimenian MS.

preserved in the Vatican Library, at Rome.

It is this text which has been published

in the Annenian edition of the Apocrypha,

which I also used in this English trans-

lation.

A second ms. in which the Historv of

Assaneth is found, is one numbered 679,

without date. In this same ms. are included

the Testaments of the XII Patriarchs.

A third ms. is a Bible numbered 280, —
7 y, X 11 inches — written in the year

1418, on paper, in double columns, of 42

lines each. This also contains the Testaments

of the XII Patriarchs.
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A fourth MS. is a small one — 4x6
inches — in which are also to be found

the works of George of Sghevra, a writer

of the XIII century.

A fifth M5*. is a Menology, but has na
date. It is numbered 1309 — 5x7 inches.

A sixth MS. containing the History ot

Assaneth, is a Bible numbered 229, on vel-^

lum, in double columns of 50 lines each,

written in the year 1555, by a certain

Marcus. In this same ms. are also included

the Testaments of the XII Patriarchs.

The author of the History of Assaneth is

supposed to have been a Jew, and his ob-

ject is to show, first, the superiority of the

religion of the Jews to that of the Egyp-

tians ; and secondly, how great was the

influence of the Jews in Egypt during

the time of Joseph.

The opinion of some Critics is, that the

author of this History and that of the

XII Testaments, may be one and the same

person ; and in that case the date at which

it was written, should be between the end

of the first century and the beginning of

the second.

Until later times only three versions of

Assaneth's History were known : namely,
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the Greek, the Latin, and the Syriac. The

Greek probably is a translation from the

Hebrew, as there is no older vemon to be

found ; and it seems likely that it was

written in the fifth century.

The Latin version was probably taken

from the Greek after the XIII century

;

but it is not as complete as the Armenian.

The Svriac is a translation from the
«/

Greek.

As regards the Aimenian version, it is

almost as old as the Syriac, and was trans-

lated from the Greek, probably between

the VI and VII centuries.

Xo doubt eastern imagination, so fond

of wondrous tales, has full play in the

History of Assaneth. It was probably com-

piled from Jewish floating traditions ; but

if regarded as a fiction only, is certainly

a very beautiful one.

Another marvellous tale is told of the

heroine of this histoiy which we may men-

tion here.

In consequence of the wrong done to

Dinah, the daughter of Leah, Simeon and

Levi avenged themselves by putting to the

edge of the sword all the house of She-

chem and by destroying all his people, mean-
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while J!iweariiig to leave no heir to them.

Dinah hei-self fled into the wilderness, where

her child was born. Wrapping it in swad-

dling clothes, she sat down with it under

a Pine tree, weeping. Presently an eagle,

one of those kept in Egypt and fed from

the sacrifices of On, the god of the Egyp-

tians, descended and snatched up the child

before Dinah's eyes, and flying off with it,

he took it to Egypt and placed it upon

the altar of the god On.

Potiphar, the priest, who nnist not be

confounded with Potiphar, Pharaoh's officer,

and Joseph's master, on entering the temple

as usual, to offer sacrifice, saw the wondrous

thing, and with great excitement, ran to his

wife and told her' how he had found the

doors of the temple shut and a child placed

upon the altar. She hastened with him to

the temple, and when the door was opened,

lo, a child lay upon the altar, and an eagle,

with out-spread wings, watched over it.

The priestess, Potiphar's \rife, having no

child, was exceedingly glad ; she took it

for her daughter, and gave it to a nurse.

* When the child grew up, Potiphar built

a beautiful palace for her to dwell in, and

appointed maidens to wait upon her. She

being much renowned for her beauty, the
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SODS of great princes aspired to have her

to wife, but Assaneth, such was her name,

despised them all, for she was destined to

be Joseph's wife, as it came to pass, when
Joseph became master of the land of Egypt.

In process of time when Jacob went

down to Egypt with all his household,

Dinah visited Joseph her brother, and at

sight of his wife her heart was touched,

and she asked her whose daughter she was*

Then Assaneth answered saying : « I am the

daughter of prince Potiphar, the priest of

the god On. » — And she told Dinah that

when she was a babe in swaddling clothes^

she had been taken to Egypt by an eagle,

and placed upon the altar of the god

On. And so saying, she ordered the bundle

of swaddling clothes to be brought, at

sight of which Dinah recognized that she

was her daughter. And the news caused

great astonishment to all, and they gave

praise to the Lord God of Heaven, through

whom only such wonderful things can

happen.
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Now it came to pass in the first year of
the seven years of plenteoitsness , on the

seventh day of the month, Pharaoh sent

Joseph to make a tour throughout all the

land of the Egyptians. And in the first year,

on the eighteenth day of the month Joseph

reached the territory of the town of Helio-

polis, and gathered corn in that land as

the sand of the sea. And there was a man
in that town who was a Minister of Pha-

raoh, and who, through his Avisdom, was

the greatest of all in Pharaoh's Court, and

his name was Poti-pherah. He was a priest

of the town of Heliopolis, and had a virgin

daughter, about eighteen years old, a tall and

comely maiden, of a very fair countenance,

fairer than all the maids that tcere around. She

bore no resemblance at all to the daughters

of the Egyptians, but was like unto the

daughters of the Hebrews. She was tall as

Sarah, and fair-looking as Rebekah, ami
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more graceful than Rachel. The name of

that niaid was Assaneth, and the fame of

her beauty went out into all the Earth.

The sons of the Satraps, even the sons of

the great men and of the kings, all young

and valiant warriors, desired her for a wife

;

there was jealousy and rivalry anion^

them on account of Assaneth, and prepa-

rations were made to fight. And the first-

born of Pharaoh heard of her, and entrea-

ted his father to give her unto him ; but

Pharaoh said to him : « Why dost thou ask

for wife one inferior to thyself who wilt

be king of Egypt ? Is not the daughter of

the king of the Moabites betrothed unto

thee who is very fair ? »

Now Assaneth herself disdained and de-

spised all men, and was very proud and

vain-glorious. No man had ever seen Assa-

neth, because Poti-pherah had a tower near

his palace, and in that tower there was an

upper storey richly furnished, in which As-

saneth dwelt out of the si<rht of all men.

That upper storey was spacious and very

high ; there were ten rooms in it ; the first

liXLS large and adorned with beautiful mar-

bles and draped with puri)le ; the walls

glittered with precious stones, and the ceiling

was of massive gold. And in that room, near
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the (Call of the second room^ were placed the

ianumerable gold aiid silver gods of the E-

gyptians, which Assaneth adored and feared.

Every day she offered sacrifices and burned

incense before them.

In the second room there were chests

contiiining Assaneth's ornaments of gold

and silver in great quantity, precious and

rare jewels, clothes woven with gold, fine

unci costly linen^ and all the adornments of

her maidenhood.

And the third room was the store-house

of Assaneth's household.

Seven maids had grown up with Assaneth

of exactly her own age, having been born

on the same night ; all were fair looking

like the stars ol heaven, and no man had

ever spoken to them, nor even a male

child. In Assaneth's own room which her

maidens tended, there were three large

windows ; the first one was very large, and

looked eastward into the court ; the second

looked southward, and the third on the

highway looked towards the north.

Near the eastern window a golden board

was fixed, and upon it placed a bed, decked

with fine linen and coverings of hyacinth

and purple embroidered with gold. On that

bed Assaneth slept alone, and neither man
nor woman did ever sit upoifcigiltdbyGoogle
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All around the palace there was a larore

court, the walls of which, built of great

square stones, were verj' high. And the

court had four iron doors watched over

at sight by gallant and well amied men.

In it, near the walh, there were different

kinds of beautiful plants which bore all

manner of fruits, and all their fruits were

ripe and ready to be gathered. And in the

court on the right side there was a large

fountain of vei^j limpid tvater^ and under

the fountain a large basin to receive the

water which Howed out through the court

and watered all the trees that were in it.

Now it came to pass in the first of the

seven years of plenteousness, on the eight-

eenth day of the fourth month, Joseph

came to the boundaries of the town of He-

liopolis, and began to gather in the com.

And when Joseph came near to that town,

he sent messengers to Poti-pherah the priest,

and said : a The heat being great, I will

put up at thine house at noon-tide and

repose myself A\nthin its shadow. »

When Poti-pherah heard this, he felt great

joy and said : « Blessed be the God of

Joseph, who is pleased this very day to

come to us. » And Poti-pherah called the

steward of his house and said unto him :
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a .Haste thee, make readv the house and

prepare a great dinner, for Joseph the

powerful one through God is coming to us

to-dav. »

And Assaneth heard that her father and

mother were coming from the country lands

of their possession, and she rejoiced and

said: « I will go and see my father and

my mother who have come from the country

at harvest time. » And Assaneth quickly

put on fine linen and decked herself with

a garment of gold and hyacuith, and bound

cirouud her waist a golden girdle. She put

bracelets on her hands and on her feet,

and around her neck she clasped tico pre-

cious necklaces, upon her feet were golden

shoes ; thus her whole person was adorned

with precious stones. And the names of

the gods of the Egyptians were marked

upon all the ornaments, and upon the brace-

letes and upon the precious stones there

were painted the figures of the idols of

Egypt. Upon her head she pnt a handker-

chief, and fastened a crown under the head-

bands, and covered her head with a summer-

veil. And quickly, from the upper storey,

she descended the stairs and came to see

her father and mother ; and prostrated her-

self and hailed them. xVnd Poti-pherah and t
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his wife felt a great joy in their daughter:

for they saw her adorned like a bride with

the ornaments of the gods. And they took

out all the good things they had brought

from the land of their possession, and f/fey

gave them to her. And Assaneth rejoiced

because of all the good things they had

brought, the grapes, the figs, the dates and

other fruits.

And Poti-pherah said unto Assaneth his

daughter : <« My child ! »

And Assaneth said : « Here am I, my
lord ! »

And Poti-pherah said : « Come, sit down
between us, and I will tell thee what 1

have to say. »

And Assaneth sat between her father and

mother.

And Poti-pherah took hold of the right

hand of his daughter and kissed it saying

:

<c Assaneth, my child ! »

And Assaneth said : « Here am I, mv
lord and father ! »

And Poti-pherah said : w Joseph , the

powerful one through God is coming to us to-

day, and he is the ruler over all the land of

the Egyptians. For Pharaoh has appointed

him head of his possessions, and he is the

saviour of all this land ; for it is he who gives
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corn to this country, and will save men from

the present famine and from the coming one.

Joseph is godly and chaste, a virtuous man,

full of wisdom, and he resembles thee who art

mrtiiOHs also. And Joseph through his ^^^s-

dom and wit is powerful, for the Spirit of

God and the grace of the Lord are with

him. Now mv child, listen unto me and let

me give thee unto him for a wife, and let

him marry thee and be thy husband hence-

forth. »

And it came to pass when Assaneth heard

the words of her father, the colour of her

face changed, and she became sad and full

of anger; aiul she looked askance at her

father and said : « Why dost thou, my lord

and father, speak according to these words,

to give me as a slave to a stranger and a

fugitive, even to a servant who was sold?

Is he not the son of a shepherd from the

land of the Canaanites, who was chided for

having wronged his master's wife ; and his

master put him i)i a dark prison, although

the king Pharaoh drew him out of the pris-

on for having explained unto him his dream,

like as the old women of the Egyptians

do explain dreams ? This shall not be so ;

but I will marrv the eldest son ot Pharaoh,

for he is the king of all Egypt. »
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And Poti-pherah was afraid to speak again

to his daughter concerning Joseph, for she

answered with boldness and indignation.

And a young man of the servants of

Poti-pherah ran and said unto him: « Be-

hold Joseph is at the doors of the house

near the court. »

Then Assaneth hastened from the presence

of her father and mother, when she heaixi

the words they spoke on account of Joseph,

and she went to the upper storey and en-

tered into her room, and stood before her

large window which looked towards the

east, that she might see Joseph while he

was entering into the house of her father.

And Poti-pherah and his wife and all his

servants and all the household, went to

meet Joseph. And they opened the gate of

the court which looked eastward, and Jo-

seph entered seated in the chariot of Pharaoh,

which was drawn by four horses white as

snow and decked with golden bridles. And
the chariot was all of gold. And Joseph was

clothed in a beautiful white tunic, and

wore a cloak of purple and fine linen woven

with gold ; and on his head there was a

crown of gold, and around the crown there

were twelve precious stones, upon which

there were twelve radiant figures ; and in
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his left hand there was a wand, and in his

right hand he held a long olive branch full

of fruit, and very beautiful fruit!

And Joseph entered into the court, and

sll the doors were shut ; and all the peo-

ple remained outside the court ; for the

guardians of the doors had locked them and

did not let any body go in. Poti-pherah

and his wife and all his relatives, except

Assaneth their daughter, came and pros-

trated them:<elves upon their faces before

Joseph and adored him. And Joseph got

out of his chariot and they received him

in their arms.

And when Assaneth saw Joseph she felt

a strong love for him, and her soul was

humbled, her knees grew weak, and her

bodv trembled, and she was seized with a

great fear. She sighed from the bottom of

her heart and said : « What shall I do now,

miserable one that I am ? Is it not but

just now that my father and mother were

speaking with me, and I saying with con-

tempt that the son of the shepherd from

the hind of the Canaauites whs coming to

us y Did not they truly speak of Joseph ?

And Joseph has come unto us like a sun,

nnd entered into our temple. And I, wicked

iUid rash and vile that I am, I despised and
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disdained him and was ofFended at him,

and did speak evil words concerning him.

I did not know that Joseph was like the

son of God ; for who is he amongst men
who is gifted with such beauty V and who
could bring forth such a glorious man? But

I, wretched and foolish that I am, spoke to

my father evil words concerning' him

.

And now where shall I go to hide my-

self from his presence, lest that Joseph, the

beloved of God, should see nie? It seemeth

to me that he knoweth all secrets, and no-

thing is hidden from him, by reason of the

great light that is \\\ him. And now, my
God pardon my ignorance in speaking evil

words concerning him. and let my father

give me unto Joseph as a maid-servant to

serve him, and I will become his servant

for ever ! »

And Joseph entered into Poti-pherah's

palace and sat down on the throne. And
they washed his feet and prepared that he

should eat separately ; for Joseph did not

eat with the Egyptians, he considering it

a defilement to eat with them.

And Joseph said unto Poti-plierah and

to all his relatives : w Who is that .woman

who stands in the upper storey near the

window? Let her go away from the palace. >»
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For Joseph feared and thus he thought

within himself: <c She may be a trouble

unto me ». For all the women and daugh-

ters of the grandees of Egypt when they

saw Joseph were filled with a great passion

on account of his beauty and annoyed him^

But Joseph despised them, and repelled

with indi":nation the messeuorers that the

women of the Egyptians sent unto him and

rejected with contempt their gold and silver

and costly gifts, a Yor, » said he, « I will

not sin before the Lord, the Saviour of

Israel. » And he kept always before his

eyes the figure of Jacol) his father and re-

membered his precepts. For Jacob said unto

Joseph and unto all his sons : « Keep your-

selves, my children, from the women of

the strangers, and have no fellowship with

them ; for their fellowship causes perdition

and corruption. » Wherefore Joseph said:

« Let that woman go away from the pal-

ace. »

Poti-pherah sriid unto him : « The woman
thou hast .seen in the upper storey, is not

a strano-er. she is our daughter and thv

servant, a virgin, whom no man has ever

seen but thyself to-day. If thou allowest

it, she will come and bow down before

thee ; for our daughter is as thy sister. »
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And Joseph was greatly rejoiced when
Poti-pherah said that she was a virgin and

that she hated to fall under the sig/U of any

inan. And Joseph thought within himself

and said : a If she is a virgin and she hates

all men, she will not annoy me. »

And Joseph said unto Poti-pherah and

unto all his household : « If she is thy

daughter and a virgin, let her come, for

she is my sister, and I will love her hence-

forth as my sister. »

Her mother went up unto the upper

storey, and brought Assaneth and presented

her before Joseph.

And Poti-pherah said unto Assaneth his

daughter : <« Hail this thy brother, for he

is pure as thou until this day, and he

hates all women as thou dost hate all

strange men. »

And Assaneth said unto Joseph: a Rejoice,

my lord, thou the blessed of God the Most-

High. »

And Joseph said unto Assaneth : u May
the Lord bless thee, even He who gives

life to every thing. »

And Poti-pherah said unto his daughter

:

« Come near and embrace thy brother. »

And it came to pass when Assaneth did

approach to embrace him, Joseph stretched
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out his hand and put it upon her breast

saying : « It is not convenient that a

righteous man, who adores the living God,

who eats of the blessed and life-giving

bread, who drinks of the blessed cup of

immortalitv, and who anoints himself with

the oil of incorruptibility, should embrace aa
alien woman, who glorifies with her own-

mouth the dumb and deaf idols, and eats

at their table strangled meats, w ho drinks

wine at their table from the cup of de-

ceit and anoints herself with the oil of

perdition. But to a man w ho adores God
it is ri^ht to embrace his friend and his

godly mother and sister, and all those \\ ho

are of his own family and tribe, and the

\^oman who is his \^ife, and w ho with her

own mouth confesses the livin*»: God. Like-

wise it is not ri^fht that a ^odly woman
should embrace an alien man; for it is a

sin before God. »

And when Assaneth heard the words of

Joseph she sorrowed much and became

oppressed with «i:rief ; she ^^roaned and si^j^h-

ed and looked fixedly at Joseph the meek,

who feared God. And as she ^^azed her eyes

became filled with tears. And Joseph saw

her and had compassion on her; and rais-

iuir his right hand, he i)ut it upon the
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head of Assaneth saying : «« Lord God of

Israel my father. Thou the powerful God

and the Most-Hij>h of Jacob, who hast given

life to all, and hast called them out of

darkness to light and from error to truth,

and from death to life: Thou, Lord,

bless this virgin, and through thy Spirit,

renew her, whom Thou hast created, and

give her new life, through thy secret hand.

And let her eat of the bread of life, and

drink of the cup of life, and unite her unto

the number of thy people whom Thou hast

chosen before anything was created ;
and

let her enter into thy rest which Thou

hast prepared for thy beloved, and let her

dwell for all eternity, in Thee, who art the

life. »

And Assaneth rejoiced greatly at Joseph's

blessing; and again went unto the upper

storey alone, and fell upon her bed sigh-

ing; because she felt joy and sadness, and

fear and trembling, and excessive sweat,

when she heard all the words of Joseph,

which he spake unto her in the name of

God the Most^High. She wept bitterly, very

sore ; and she repented in her heart on ac-

count of her gods which she adored, and

she did hate all her idols and waited for

the evenin;::.
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And Joseph ate and drank, and bade the

servants harness the horses to his chariot,

for he said : « I must go and visit this

land. D

And Poti-pherah said unto Joseph : a Let

my lord rest to-day here, and to-morrow

thou mavest go thv wav. »

And Joseph said: a That can not be so,

Imt I must go to-dav, for this is the dav

in which the Lord began to create all his

creatures. And on the seventh day when
this very day shall return 1 also will re-

turn unto you and will Uike my rest with

you. ))

And Joseph went his way, and Poti-phe-

rah, together with his family, went to their

possession; and Assaneth remained alone

with the seven maidens. And she became

oppressed with sorrow and wept until the

sun disappeared ; and she neither ate bread

nor drank water.

And it came to pass when night ap-

proached, and all those who were in the house

were sleeping, Assaneth only remained

awaked ; and she was thinking of Joseph,

and she wept and smote upon her breast,

and she was extremely afraid and trembled

greatly. And when silence reigned every

where, Assaneth arose from her bed, kft
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the upper storey and softly crept down the

stairs, and went near the milLstones to the

miller. And the miller was sleeping with

his children. And Assaneth quickly pulled

from the door the curtain of hair-cloth and

filled it with ashes from the fire-place ; then

carrying it up to the upper storey she put

it on the ground, and shutting the door

she fastened it with a bolt; and sighed

heavily and shed tears.

And the maidens who were l)rought up
with her, and her nurse whom Assaneth

loved more than all of them, heard her,

and came to the door of Assaneth and found

it locked, and as they heard the groaning

and the weeping they drew near saying

:

« What is the matter with thee, Assaneth

our lady? and what is the cause of thine

auction ? Open to us and let us see what

has happened unto thee. »

But Assaneth did not open the door, but

from within she said unto them : « 1 am
taken with a bad head-ache and cannot

rest, and cannot even get up and open

unto you ; for all my limbs are weak. And
ye, go every one to her own room and

take rest, and leave me to become calm

and repose myself. »

And the maids according to her order
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went each one to her own room. Then As-

saneth arose and softly opened the door

and went to the second room, where were

the chests with her ornaments. And she

opened a chest and took out the black

clothes, which were her mourning dress ; for

when her younger brother died, Assaneth

wore that dress when in a loud voice she

mourned her brother. And Assaneth took

her black clothes and brought them into

her room, and shutting the door she fas-

tened it witli a bolt. And Assaneth quickly

took off her roval clothes, the fine linen

and those of purple interwoven with gold,

and the golden belt, and the crown from

her head, and the bracelets from her hands

and feet : she took all these and threw

them from the window, which looked to-

wards the north. Likewise Assaneth took

quickly all the gods of Egypt which were

of gold and silver, and w^ere innmnerable,

and from the window of the upper storey

she threw them down. And Assaneth took

her royal evening meal, the bread, and the

flesh of the heifer, and all which was for

the sacrifices of her gods, and the wine

vessels in which she performed the sacri-

fices, and threw them out from the window,

to be the prey of strange dogs ; for Assaneth
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said : « My dogs shall not eat of the meal

and of the lambs sacrificed to the idols,

and they shall not be defiled henceforth ; but

let the dogs of strangers eat them. »

And it came to piiss after this, Assaneth

took the haircloth which she had filled with

asheSj aiid poured the ashes on the floor of

the house ; and she took the hah^cloth and

girded herself with it. Then undoing the

tresses of her hair she put on her head of

the ashes that were on tlie ground, and

beat her breast, and wept sore the whole

night until the morning. And it came to

pass at dawn Assaneth saw that the ashes

that were on the floor of the house had

turned into mud from her tears. And again

she fell on her face until the evening to-

wards the sunset. Thus did Assaneth until

the seventh day. And she ill-treated and

vexed herself all the seven days, she did

neither eat bread nor drink water.

On the eighth day at dawn, when the

cock began crowing, and the dogs to

bark at the passers by, she lifted up her

head, and her limbs were weak and faint

on account of the seven days' want of food.

Then she again knelt down on the floor

of the room and placed her hand on the

floor and bowed down her head. And the^
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hair of her head, by reason of the weight of

the ashes, was torn and broken. And Assa-

neth joining her hands bewailed on account

of her head, and beat her breast, and loudly-

groaned and sighed, and plucked off the hair

of her head and put on ashes. Thus Assa-

neth grew weary and vexed in spirit, and

lost her strength. And she turned towards

the wall, and sat down bv the window
which looked towards the east, bowed her

head on her bosom, and clasped her hands

on her knees, and spoke no more words.

And Assaneth during the seven days of

her sadness did not open her mouth, and

she said in her heart : « What shall I do,

or whom shall I make my refuge, or where

shall I go, maiden as I am, lonely and

helpless ? All have abandoned and hated

me ; even mv father hated me, for I have

despised their gods, whom I have destroyed

and caused to be trodden under foot by all

men, therefore my father and my mother

and all my relatives hate me. And my fa-

ther said :
' Assaneth shall no more be called

our daughter, because she destroyed our

gods made of gold and of silver. ' And, lo,

I have become hateful to all men, because

in my pride I did wrong against all men,

and against him to whom they would
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betroth me. And now in this affliction of

mine I become hateful to every one, and I

cherish this mine affliction. »

Thus she thought and then she said : «

O

Lord God, of Joseph, Thou who ai-t the Most-

High ! who liatest all those who adore

idols that are lifeless, dumb, and senseless^

for Thou art a revengeful and terrible God

against strange gods. Wherefore. Thou. God.

dost hate me also ; for 1 have adored the

speechless, and the deaf, and the senseless

idols, and have offered tliem prayers, and

eaten of their bread and of their sacrifices ;

and my mouth has been defiled at the

table of their sacinjices, and I dare not invoke

the God of heaven and earth, the Most-High

Saviour of Joseph. For my soul has been

contaminated by the sacrifices offered to idols.

And now I have been told that the true God

is that of tlie Hebrews, and that He is the

God of the living, and He is merciful,

long-suffering, compassionate, and ])atient^

and does not remember the sins of the man
who repents, and does not punish man
in the time of his distress. And now let

me have courage to turn unto Him and

make Him my refuge, and confess unto

him all my sins, and offer my prayers be-

fore him, and He will be merciful unto me.^ ,
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Peradventure He may look upon iiiy deso-

lation I Peradventure He may see my deso-

lation and have pity upon me. Who knows,

peradventure He may see my distress and

come to my help, because He is the Father

of the orphan and the Helper of tliose who
suflfer. Let me have courage and cry unto

Him ; peradventure He may grant me par-

<lon I »

And Assaneth arose from the wall by
whicli she sat. and turned herself towards

the window which looked eastward, and

she knelt upon her knees, and raised her

hands to heaven ; but she felt afraid to

open her mouth and invoke tlie name of

God. She turned again to the wall and sat

down, and icith her /land she beat her breast

and her head many times, and spoke in

her own heart, without opening her mouth,

and said : « wretched one that I am,

orphan and desolate : my mouth is defiled

by the sacrifices to the idols and by the

prayers I offered to the gods of the Egyp-

tians. And now I have tortured my body

mingling ashes with n\y tears, but even

now I dare not open my mouth and invoke

thy holy and terrible Name ; for it may
be that God will be angry with me. What
then shall I do, WTetched as I am? let me
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take courage and open my mouth unto

Him, and should He be angry and crush

me, He can again heal me. And should He
again punish me with sufferings. He can

once more comfort me, and in punishing

me He may renew me through his mercy.

Should He be angry on account of my sins.

He may be reconciled unto me, and grant

me pardon for all my sins. Now let me
have courage and open my mouth unto

him, peradventure He will have mercy upon

me and take away my sins. >»

And Assaneth got up from the waU, and

knelt upon her knees, and lifting up her

hands towards the east, looked up unto

heaven, and she opened her mouth unto God,

saying : a Lord, eternal God, who hast crea-

ted all beings and hast given life to them

:

Thou that hast given the breath of life to all

thy creatures ; who hast brought to light

the invisible things, who hast created tliy

creatures, that are seen, out of the unseen and

out of nothing ; who hast made the heaven

on high and hast laid its foundations upon

the winds ; Thou who with thine holy

stones hast built the earth upon the waters,

who hast thrown huge stones upon the

depths of tlie waters ; the stones do not

sink, but like leaves of the oak-tree remain on^
Digitized byLjOOQIC



THE HISTORY OF ASSANETH 119

the waters ; and those stones are alive, and

they listen to thy voice, Lord. Because

Thou, Lord, givest life to all thy creatures^

I have recourse unto thee, Lord, and unto

thee I pour out my supplications, and unto

thee I will reveal mine iniquities. Have pity

upon me, Lord, for I have sinned and

transgressed before thee, Lord ; I have mul-

tiplied my sins and my transgressions, 1

committed iniquities and I spoke evil and

wicked words. My mouth was defiled with

the sacrifices of the idols on account of

which many times I sinned through igno-

rance, and have adored the idols that are

lifeless and dumb.

a And now I am not worthy, on account

of the multitude of my sins, to open my
mouth. I, Assaneth, daughter of Poti-pherah

the priest, princess as I am : I was once as

hell, proud and arrogant, grown in riches

more than any man ; now I have become

an orphan and hateful and am abandoned

by all. I confide in thee, Lord, and I

cry unto thee, save me before my persecu-

tion begins. For as a child in his terror

takes refuge with his father, and the father

extending his hand takes hold of him and

lifts him up from the ground ; and the child

clings around the neck of his lather, and
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being soothed and comforted rests in his

arms ; in the same way I too, perplexed on

all sides, take refuge with thee, my Lord

and Father. Now extend thine liand and lift

me up from the ground ; for behold, the

wild and old Lion persecuteth me; for he

IS the father of the gods of the Egyptians.

Because all the idols of the heathen are

sons of tlie Lion; and I did throw awav
all the gods and destroyed them, and the

Lion their father filled with anger perse-

cutes me. Save me, Lord, from his hands

and deliver me from his mouth, lest he

should carry me otf bv violence, and should

tear me to pieces and throw me into the

fire of the furnace, and the fire should cast

me into the hurricane ; and the hurricane

whirling around me should blind me and

throw me into the depths of the abyss, and

the great whale that exists from the begin-

ning should swallow me, and I should perish

for ever. Deliver me. Lord, before all

this comes upon me. deliver and save me
who am estranged, for my father and motlier

have cast me off, saying :
" Assaneth is not

our daughter, because she has destroyed our

gods and has hated them. ' By reason of

this I have become hateful unto them and

am abandoned and an orphan ; but my hope
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is in Tliee, and there is none beside Thee, Lord^

i)i whom I may have refu^je ; for Thou art

the Father of the orphan and of the perse-

cuted, and the Helper of the oppressed. Have

pity upon me, a maid afflicted and forsaken

;

for Thou art a father and a mother good and

sweet. Who is the father, O Lord, sweet

like unto Thee, and who is the mother com-

passionate like Thee, Lord, and who is

long-suifering like Thee toward the sinners ?

Behold all that Poti-pherah my father gave

me for an inheritance is perishable and

temporal, it is not incorruptible and eter-

nal ; but all thy gifts and inheritance pass

not away, they are eternal. And now look

upon me who am oppressed, and have mercy

upon me.

« Behold, I ran away from all the world,

and have made Thee my refuge, Lord.

Lo, I have abandoned all the good things

of the world and put my hope in Thee. And
now I repent in sack-cloth and ashes and

mourn for mv sins. Behold, I have etist from

me the roval orarment. the tine linen, that

which was decked with jewels and embroi-

dered with gold, and I have put on a dress

of mourning. Behold, I have untied my
golden girdle and have put on hair-doth.

Behold, I have cast away from my head m^'
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crown and my diadem, and instead thereof

I have anointed myself with ashes. Be-

hold, the floor of my house was made of

marble and of bright purple ; and as before

I poured upon it perfumes and cleansed it

with clean linen, so now my tears have fallen

upon it and have mingled with the ashes.

Behold, through my tears these ashes have

been changed into mire and have become

like the mud of the streets and of the pub-

lic roads. Behold, amid my tears I gave

my royal meal to the dogs of strangers,

and for seven days and seven nights I

did not at all eat bread, nor did I drink

water. My mouth has dried up like the

parchment of a drum, and my tongue has

become like horn, and my lips like brick.

My face is bowed down, and my eyes are

swollen and disfigured on account of the

abundance of my tears, and all my strength

has gone from me. Now know I the gods,

which before I worshipped in ignorance, are

speechless idols and dumb; so I gave them

to be trodden upon, and the robbers have

ravished those that were of gold and of sil-

ver, and 1 have destroyed them all from before

my face. Because I took refuge in Thee,

Lord God of Joseph, save me, Lord,

and grant me pardon; for I have sinned
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through ignorance and through folly I went

astray, and did pronounce words of blasphe-

my concerning our lord Joseph, because I

did not know that Thou didst love him like

a son. But there were people who spake unto

me as in sincerity, saying, that Joseph was

the son of a shepherd from the land of the

Canaanites ; and I believed them and com-

mitted an error and despised him, and pro-

nounced wicked words against him, and

did not know that Thou lovedst Joseph like

a son. For who is the man who can beget

such beautv, and such wisdom and virtue.

Keep him, Lord, through the grace of

thy wisdom, and commend me unto him

as a handmaid and as a slave, that I

may prepare his bed and wash his feet^

and be unto him as a maid-servant. »

And it came to pass when Assaneth ended

speaking unto the Lord, Venus shone forth.

And Assaneth seeing the star rejoiced and

said : « Peradventure the Lord did hear my
prayers, for, lo, the star of God, which is

an angel and a herald, shines forth. » And
again Assaneth looked, and, behold, near

Venus the heaven Avas opening, and a light

was appearing great and unspeakable ; and

Assaneth seeing it fell on her face upon

the ashes.
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Then the likeness of a man descended

from heaven, and standing before Assaueth^

he called and said : « Assaneth ! »

And she said : « Who is it that calls

me? for the doors of my room are shut,

and this tower is high ; how could he enter

into my r(»om ? »

And the man called her a second time

raying : a Assaneth I »

And Assaneth said : « Here am I. Who
4irt thou ? tell me. »

And the man said : « I am the Prince of

Israel, and more powerful than all the saints

of the Most-High. Arise, stand up upon

thv feet, and I will tell thee what I have

to say. M

And Assaneth lifted up her head and

looked, and, behold, the man was quite

like Joseph with his garment, his crown

a,nd his royal sceptre. But his face was like

liorhtninof, and his eves like the ravs of the

sun, and the hairs of his head like flame,

and his hands like a red hot iron, and from

his hands and feet fell down sparks as from

a roaring fire. And Assaneth seeing him

fell down on her face upon the ground,

being sore afraid, and all the limbs of her

body trembled.

And the man said unto her : « Be ot
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good cheer, Assaneth, fear not, but arise

and stand on thy feet and I will tell thee

what I have to say. »

And Assaneth arose and stood upon her

feet.

And the man said : « Go and take off

that black garment of mourning that thou

wearest and the hair-cloth from thy loins,

and shake otf the ashes from thine head,

and wash thyself with living water, and

put on a neiv and mao^niflcent t»:arment,

and gird thyself with the golden girdle

which belongs to thy maidenhood, and come

and let me tell thee what I have to say. »

And Assaneth quickly entered into her

second room, where there were the chests with

her ornaments. She opened a chest and took

out magnificent linen clothes, which had

never been touched by any one. And tak-

ing off the black garment of mourning,

she cast off the hair-cloth from her loins,

dressed herself in the magnificent robes,

and taking the two girdles which belonged

to her maidenhood, she girded her loins

with the one, and with the other she girded

her breast. And she shook off the ashes

from her head, and washed her hands and

face, and took a new and clean linen

handkerchief and covered her head. Ami t
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she came towards the man into the first

room and she stood before him.

And the man said un^o her : « Take off

the handkerchief from' thine head; why
didst thou pi(t it on to-day? Until this

day thou art a holy and chaste maiden,

and thine head resembles that of a young
man. »

And Assaueth took off from her head the

handkerchief.

And the man said unto her : « Be of

good comfort, Assaneth, thou holy maid;

lo, I heard thy words of confession and

thy prayers. Behold, I have seen the suffer-

ings of thy seven days' utter destitution
;

and, lo, from the ashes and the tears, I see

before mine eyes a great mire. Be of good

<5omfort, Assaneth, holy maiden ; lo, thy

name is written by the hand of God in

the book of the living in heaven, among
those who were written from the beginning;

and before that of many thy name was

written and written indelibly for all eternity.

Behold, henceforth thou shalt be renewed, and

once more vivified, and thou shalt eat the

blessed bread which gives life, and shalt

drink the blessed cup of immortality, and

thou shalt be anointed with the oil of

incorruption. Be of good cheer, Assaneth,
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holy maiden ; lo. I have *^iven thee this

day for a spt>use to Joseph and he will be

thy bndegroom for ever. And thy name shall

be no more Assaneth , bnt it shall be

called a Town of refuge ; for through

thee a great many generations will take

refuge in the Lord God of heaven ; and

under thy shadow will be sheltered those

who have pnt their hope in the Lord God,

and in thy walls will intrench them-

selves those who in repentance have su)>

mitted themselves unto the Most-High. For

penitence lifts a man near heaven, and

makes him dear to the Most-High when
he seeks Him with a true mind. For God
is the Giver of all gifts, and He grants

strength to all virgins, He seeks purity and

greatly loves it, and watches you tenderly

always; and all those who repent He re-

ceives them near Him in his dwelling, and

prepares for them in heaven a place of

rest, where all who have repented rest, and

there they shall be always under his eye

for all eternity, and He will spare them.

And, behold. I am going unto Joseph, and

I will speak unto him all my sayings con-

cerning thee. And Joseph will come unto

thee to-day, and wiU see thee and will re-

joice on account of thee, and he will love t
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thee. And he will be thy bridegroom, and

thou shalt be his bride for ever.

« And now listen unto me, thou maiden

Assaneth, who hast put on thy wedding

robe, which was prepared for thee from the

beginning ; and hast decked and embellished

thyself with all thy ornaments as a good

bride, rise up and go and meet Joseph, for

lo ! he is coming to thee to-day. »

And it came to pass when the man ended

his sayings, Assaneth felt a great joy

for all that the man had spoken; and fall-

ing at his feet upon her face she adored

him, saying : w Blessed be God the Most-

High, who sent thee and saved me from

this darkness, and has raised me up from

the bottom of the depths, and blessed be

thy name for ever. And tell me, my Lord,

what is thy name ? Tell me, my Lord, that

I may give blessing unto thee for all eter-

nity. »

The man said unto her : « My name is

written in heaven from all eternity, in the

Book of the Most-High, among those who

were written in the beginning, before all

others ; for I am the chief of the Most-

High. And all the names that are written

in the Book of the Most-High are inscru-

table, and no man can either hear them or
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see them in this world ; for their names are

great, and admirable and worthy of great

praise, w

And Assaneth said : « I have found fa-

vour before thee, and I understand all that

thou hast spoken unto me ; but let thy

handmaid speak before thee. »

And he said : « Speak on. »

And Assaneth said : « I pray thee,

Lord. » And so saying she stretched out her

hand and made it reach his hand and his

knee, and entreating him earnestly she said

:

a Sit down a while on this bed ; for this

bed is clean and pure, and neither man
nor woman did ever sit on it. And I will

prepare a table before thee, and will bring

from the storehouse bread, and old and

sweet wine, and thou shalt eat and drink

and then shalt go thy way. »

And the man said unto her : « Make

haste and bring it. »

And Assaneth quickly brought an empty

table and set it before him ; and as she was

going to her pantry to bring bread and

put it before him, he said unto her: « Bring

me an honeycomb. »

And Assaneth stopped and became sad,

because in her pantry she had no honey-

comb. ^ J
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The Dian said . « Why didst thou stop

and become sad ? »

And Assaneth said : « I will send a boy

out of the town, for our country possession

is near this place, and he will quickly bring

from thence an honeycomb, and I will put it

before thee, my Lord. »

The man said unto her : « Go into thy

cellar, and on the table thou shalt find a

honeycomb, take it and bring it here. »

And Assaneth said : a There is no honey-

comb in my cellar. »

And the man said : « Go into it and thou

$halt find one. »

And Assaneth went into her cellar and

there she found a honeycomb on the table,

and the honeycomb was large and as white

as the snow, entirely full of honey. And
the honeycomb was like the dew of hea-

ven, and its perfume like the odour of life.

And Assaneth was amazed, and she thought

whether the honeycomb had come out of

the mouth of the man, for its smell was
like the smell of the mouth of the man.
And Assaneth took that honeycomb and
brought it before the man, and put it upon

the empty table, which she had prepared.

The man said unto her : « How is it that

thou hast said, 'There is no honeycomb in
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my cellar? ' And now from whence comes

this excellefivt honeycamb ? »

And Assaneth being frightened, said :

« My lord, I had no honeycomb in my
cellar; but thou hast spoken and it was

so
;
perhaps it came forth from thy mouth,

for its odour is as the perfume of thy mouth.

»

And the man smiled, considering Assa-

neth's modesty. And he called her near him,

and put his right hand upon her head.

And Assaneth was afraid of the hand of

the man, for from his hand fell down sparks

as from a red hot iron. And Assaneth was

terrified and looked fixedly at his hands.

And the man seeing it smiled and said

:

« How happy art thou, Assaneth, that the

secrets of God the Most-High have been

revealed unto thee ; and how happy shall

be all those who will stand before the

Lord through penance ; for they will eat

of this honeycomb. Because this honey-

comb is the breath of life, prepared by the

bees of the Garden of the delights of God,

that is to sav from the dew of the rose-

bushes of God's life ; so that all the angels

of God should eat of it, and all the sons

of the Most-High, as weU as the chosen of

God. For it is a honeycomb of life, and

whosoever shall eat of it, he will never die^ ,
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And the man stretched out his hand and

broke a little piece of the honeycomb, and

ate of it, and what remained in his hand

he put it into the mouth of Assaneth^ say-

ing : « Behold^ thou hast eaten of the bread

of life, and drunk of the cup of immortal-

ity, and hast been anointed \vith incor-

ruptible oil. Lo, hereafter thy body will

bud like a flower, and will bring forth

double, like a living flower of the Garden

of the Most-High. And thy bones will grow

fat like the cedars of the Garden of the

delights of God, and thou shalt be sur-

rounded by a strength never subject to

fatigue, and thy youth shall never see old

age, and thy beauty shall never fail; and

thou shalt be for all like a fortified town

in the name of the Lord God, the eternal

King, w

And after this the man stretched forth his

hand and touched the honeycomb 'which

he had broken, and instantly the ca^'^ty was

perfectly filled again and became complete

as it was before. And again he stretched

forth his right hand and his fore-finger

and touched the extremitv of the honev-

comb which was at the east side, and

brought it to the west side, and the print

of his finger became like blood. And again a
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second time he stretched forth his hand and

touched the extremity of the honeycomb

which was at the north side, and brought

it to the side which was at the south, and

the appearance of the print of his finger

became like blood.

And Assaneth in her amazement observed

what the man was doing.

And the man said unto the honeycomb

:

« Come here. » And the bees came out of

the cells of the honeycomb, and there were

myriads and thousands of thousands of bees,

white as the snow, and full of honey. And
their wings were longer and of a crimson

colour like that of the cochineal ; and some

of them were like twined fine linen, and

around their heads they looked as if they

had golden crowns. They were of a noble

appearance, and had a sharp sting, but

they hurt no man ; and they surrounded

Assaneth from the feet to the head. And
these bees were the choicest, and very large

like the queens. And they arose from the

surface of the honeycomb and sat upon

Assaneth's face, and worked around it, and

the orifice of the honeycomb was in Assa-

neth's mouth.

Then the man said unto the bees : « Let

every one of you go to his place. ** ^<^ t
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And all the bees arose and flew away,

and went towards the sky; and those who
would hurt Assaneth fell down and died.

And the man extended his stick unto the

dead bees saying : « Arise ye also, and go

your way to your place. » And the dead

bees arose and went opposite Assaneth's

palace^ and settled themselves upon the

finiit-bearing trees.

And the man said unto Assaneth : « Didst

thou understand that vision ? »

And she said : a I did. »

And the man said : « According to all

the words I have spoken to thee to-day, it

shall happen unto thee. »

And a third time he stretched out his

right hand and touched the pieces of the

honeycomb, and ate the honeycomb, and

the table suffered no injury, and the odour

of the piece of the honeycomb filled the

room ; and the perfume was extremely de-

licious.

And Assaneth said unto the man : a There

are with me seven maidens, grown up with

me, born on the same night, I and they ;

and I love them like my sisters. Let me
call them here that thou mayest bless

them, as thou didst bless me. »

And the man said : u Call them. )»
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And Assaneth called and presented them

to the man ; and the man said unto them

:

« The Lord God, the Most-High, let Him
bless you. And ye shall become seven

columns of thiH Town, and the blessing of

the Lord will rest upon you for all eternity.

»

And he said unto Assaneth : « Take away
the table from that place. »

And Assaneth took away the table from

that place and turned herself to the other

side to put it in its proper place ; and the

man disappeared from the sight of Assaneth.

And Assaneth saw the likeness of a cha-

riot going up to heaven eastwards. And the

chariot was like unto fire, and its horses like

lightning, and the man stood in the chariot.

And Assaneth said : « Foolish and rash

one that I am, for I spoke rashly and said

that a man came into my room, and did

not understand that the angel of the Lord

came this day from heaven unto me, and

lo ! he has returned to his place, w

And she went on to say: « Pardon me,

my Lord, and spare thy handmaid, for rashly

and wickedly I pronounced all my words

before thee. »

And while Assaneth was thinking on this,

lo ! a boy of the servants of Poti-pherah

ran in, saying : « Behold, Joseph the powerftil
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through God, is coming to us, his forerun-

ner is on the threshold of the court. »

And Assaneth hastened and called her

nurse who was set over the household,

and said : « Make haste and prepare the

palace, and make ready an excellent meal

for Joseph, the powerful through God, who
is coming here to-day, w

And her nurse looked at her, and lo !

her face had fallen in from the want of

food during the seven days, and she became

very sad and wept, and taking her right

hand she kissed it, saying : a What is the

matter with thee, my child, that thy face

has fallen in in this manner? »

Assaneth said : « A heavy head-ache seized

me, and my eyes lost their sleep ; on ac-

count of this my face did fail. »

And the nurse went and made ready the

palace and prepared the meal.

And Assaneth remembered the man and

his orders, and quickly entered her inner

room, where the chests of her ornaments

were kept. And she opened the big chest

and took out her wedding-dress, tlie first

and choice one, which was like the light-

ning, and she put it on, and she girded

herself with the princely golden girdle, which

was ornamented with various studs. And
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on her arms and ancles she pnt bracelets

of gold, and decked her neck with precious

ornaments, upon which there was a great

quantity of varied and precious stones;

and upon her head she put a crown of

gold, and in front of the crown there was

a gem, at the right and left of which there

were large stones to the number of six,

very precious stones and of great value. And
like a bride she put on her head a summer
veil, and took in her hand the princely

sceptre.

And Assaneth remembered the words of

her nurse, who said unto her that her couur

tenance looked sad ; and she sighed and

grew very sad, saying : « If my face has

growiu^hin and Joseph sees me, he will

despise me. »

And she said unto her nurse : « Bring

.me clear water from the fountain and I

will wash my face. »

And she brought and poured it into the

hand-basin. And Assaneth stooping herself

to wash her face, ssaw her countenance in

the water, that it was like the sun, and

her eyes resembled the star Venus when it

dawns, and her footsteps were as smooth

and graceful furrows ; her cheeks were

red like pieces of pomegranate, and her
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lips like a full-blown rose, when it bursts

forth from its bud, her teeth were beauti-

fully set like shield-bearers in war^ and

the hair of her head was like a vineyard

field full of fruits ; her neck beautiful like

a tower.

And Assaneth seeing herself thus in the

water, was filled with great joy, and she

washed her face no more. And her nurse

came to tell her about all she had ordered

for her ; and it came to pass when she saw

her she was lost in wonder and remained

in rapture about two hours ; and the aspect

ot her beauty caused her a great fear, and

falling at her feet she said : a What is this^

my lady, and from whence comes unto thee

such surprising and wonderful beauty? I

think the Lord God of heaven has chosen

thee for a bride for Joseph. »

And while they were talking, lo ! a boy

came crying unto Assaneth: « Behold, Jo-

seph is at the doors of the court. »

And Assaneth quickly went down the

stairs, together with the seven virgins, to

meet Joseph, and she stopped in the pas-

sage of the palace. And Joseph entered

into the court, and the doors were closed

and all the strangers remained outside*

And Assaneth went into the passage to
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meet Joseph. And when Joseph saw her

he was struck with wonder on account of

her great beauty, and said : « Who art thou?

tell me quickly. »

And she said : <c I am Assaneth thy hand-

maid, who according to thine order, threw

away and destroyed all the idols. And a

man came to-day and gave me bread of

life and I ate it, and I drank of a cup of

blessing ; and he said unto me :
' Behold,.

I give thee to Joseph for a bride, and he

will be unto thee a bridegroom to the

end of time. ' And he said again ,
' Thou

shalt no more be called Assaneth, but a

Town of refuge ; for through thee many
generations shall take Refuge in the Lord

God, the Most-High. ' And once more he

said unto me : 'I will go unto Joseph and

will tell him what I have said concerning

t'>ee. ' And now, my lord, thou knowest

whether the man did go unto thee and did

tell thee his words, or not. »

And Joseph said unto Assaneth: « Thou

art blessed of the Lord God the Most-High

:

for the Lord God has raised thy walls on

adamantine foundations, a wall of life ; for a

great number of the sons of men that have

life shall dwell in that town of refuge, and

the Lord God will reign over them for all
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•eternity. For that man came to-day unto

me, and spoke according to these words

concerning thee. Now come unto me, holy

maiden; why dost thou stop so far from

m0? »

iVnd he raised his hand and called Assa^

neth. And Assaneth hastened and went near

Joseph and fell on his bosom, and their

souls did revive, and they were filled with

joy. And Joseph kissed Assaneth, and gave

unto her the spirit of life, and the spirit

of wisdom, and the spirit of truth ; and then

•embracing each other they amused them-

selves for many hours.

And Assaneth said : « Come, my lord,

come into om- house ; for I have put in

order our palace and have prepared a feast. »

And taking him by the hand she led

him into the house, and seated him in the

chair of her father, and brought water t^

wash his feet.

And Joseph said : « Let one of the maids

come and wash my feet. »

Assaneth said : « Not so, my lord ; hence-

forth I am thy handmaid. And why dost

thou wish that another should wash thy

feet? for thy feet are my feet, and thy

person is my person. »

And she pressed upon him and washed
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his feet. And Joseph looked and 1o ! he

saw that her hands were like the hands of

life ^ and her fingers like the pen of a

ready writer.

And thereupon Joseph took her right

hand and kissed it ; and Assaneth kissed his.

head and sat down at his right side.

And her father and mother came from

their country house^ with all their relatives.

And they beheld and saw that Assanetk

was like a vision of light, and her beauty

resembled the beauty of heavenly beings..

And they saw that she sate with Josepli

and was dressed in wedding attire. And
they were astonished, and were struck with

wonder on account of their beauty ; and

they gave thanks unto God who gives life-

to all things.

And thereafter they ate and drank and

rejoiced. And Poti-pherah said unto Joseph.

« To-morrow call thou the satraps and the

grandees of the Egyptians, and I will cel^

ebrate your wedding, and thou shalt take

Assaneth my daughter to \\4fe. »

And Joseph said : a Not so ; but to-mor-

row I will call upon the king, Pharaoh, for

he is as it were my father : and he appoin-

1. Such is the expression of the Armenian text.
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ted me ruler over this land ; and I will

^peak unto him on account of Assaneth,

and he will give her to me to wife. »

And Poti-pherah said : « Go thy way in

peace. »

And Joseph remained at Poti-pherah's

that day, but he kept himself from Assa-

neth ; for he said that it was not becoming

to a godly man to lie down with his wife

before the wedding. And Joseph arose in

the morning and went to Pharaoh and said

unto him : a Give me for wife Assaneth,

the daughter of Poti-pherah the priest, of

the town of Heliopolis. »

And Pharaoh said : « Behold, was she

not promised unto thee to be thy wife

henceforth and for evermore? »

And Pharaoh sent and called Poti-pherah

and his daicghter. And he brought Assaneth

a.nd presented her before Pharaoh. And
Pharaoh was struck with wonder at her

beauty, and said : a May the God of Joseph

bless thee, my child, and may thy beauty

stay with thee for ever and ever. For truly

the Lord has indeed chosen thee to become

a bride unto Joseph for ever ; because he

is like the son of God, and thou shalt be

called henceforth the daughter of the Most-

High. M

Digitized byLjOOQIC



THE HISTORY OF A8SANETH 148

And Pharaoh took Joseph and Assaneth,

and put on them crowns of gold, which

were in the house of his treasures from

the beginning of time. And Pharaoh placed

Assaneth at the right hand of Joseph; and

put his hand on his head, and his right

hand on the head of Assaneth^ and said

:

« May God the Most-High bless you, and

glorify you for ever. »

xVnd Pharaoh caused them to turn to-

wards one another and made them draw

near, and they kissed each other.

And after this Pharaoh made a feast, and

a great supper, and there was much rejoi-

cing for seven days. And he bade all the

princes of the Egyptians and the kings of

the nations. And a proclamation was made

throughout all the land of the Egyptians,

saying : « Any one who shall do any work

during the seven days of Joseph and Assa-

neth's wedding, he shall die. »

And it came to pass thereafter that Joseph

knew .assaneth, and she conceived and

bare Manasseh and Ephraim in the house

of Joseph, to the glory of God. Amen.
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HYMN

OP ASSANETH'S CONFESSION UNTO GOD

I. I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned

before thee, and greatly transgressed, I,

Assaneth, daughter of Poti-pherah the priest

of the town of Heliopolis, who was the offi-

cer of all the gods.

II. I have sinned, Lord, I have sinned

before thee and committed wrong, and wor-

shiped numberless gods, and eaten of their

sacrifices.

III. I have sinned, Lord, and commit-

ted wrong ; I was a proud and haughty

maiden.

IV. I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned

before thee, and greatly transgressed ; I ate

the strangled meat and drank of the cup

of imposture, and ate at the table of death.

V. I have sinned, Lord, I have sinned

before thee and greatly transgressed, and did

not know the Lord God of heaven, andr^ t
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did not put my hope in God the Most High,

in the Eternally Living One.

VI. I have sinned, Lord, I have sinned

before thee and greatly transgressed ; and
I trusted in the greatness of my glory

and in my beauty, and I was proud and
haughty.

VII. I have sinned, Lord, I have sinned

before thee and greatly sinned, for I des-

pised all men, and there was no man be-

fore me whom I valued.

VIII. I have sinned, Lord, I have sinned

before thee ; I have transgressed, greatly

transgressed, for I said that there was no

prince upon the earth who could loose the

girdle of my virginity.

IX. I have sinned, Lord, I have sinned

before thee, and greatly transgressed ; as I

have hated all those who would have me
for a bride, and 1 despised and disdained

them.

X. I have sinned, Lord, I have sinned

before thee and greatly transgressed
; for I •

have considered myself the bnde of Pharaoh's

eldest son; forgive me. When Joseph the

mighty one of God came, he conquered

me, and brought me down from my haughti-

ness, and enticed me with his beauty, and

through his wisdom he made me to be obe::^
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dienU and caught me like a fish in a net.

And through his spirit he made me drink

the draught of life, and through his power

confiimed me, and offered me unto the Eter-

nal God, and gave me to eat the bread of

life, and to drink the cup of immortality,

and I have become his bride for ever. »

And after this the seven years of plen-

teousness came to an end, and the seven

years of dearth began.
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CONCERNING THE COMING OF JACOB

WITH ALL HIS HOUSEHOLD

AND HIS INHABITING GOSHEN.

And Jacob heard about Joseph his son,

and he came into Egypt with all his house-

hold, in the second year of the dearth on

the 2l8t day of the month of Nisan, and he

settled himself in the land of Goshen.

And Assaneth said unto Joseph: « I will

go and see thy father, for Jacob thy father

is like my God. »

And Joseph said : « Thou shalt go with

me and see my father. »

And Joseph and Assaneth went into the

land of Goshen. And the brethren of Jo-

seph met them, and they bowed themselves

with their fa«»es toward the ground before

them, and particularly before Assaneth. And
they went in unto Jacob as he sat on his

bed. And he was grayheaded and very old.

And when Assaneth saw him she was struck

with orgeat amazement ; for Jacob was an

old man of a goodly countenance, and in his
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old age he looked as handsome as a fine

youth. His head was quite white like snow,

and the hair of his head curled, short and

very stiff, like that of a negro. And his

beard was white and graceful, lying on

his breast ; and his eyes full of tenderness,

shining and handsome ; and his breast, his

shoulders, his arms and the fingers of his

hands were strong like those of an angel,

and liis hips and legs like those of a giants

And Jacob looked like a man who could

engage in wrestling with God. And when
Assaneth saw him, she was greatly amazed,

and she fell upon her face on the ground

and reverenced him.

And Jacob said unto Joseph : « Is this

my daughter-in-law thy wife ? May God

the Most High bless her. »

And he called her near him and kissed

and blessed her. And Assaneth stretched

out her hands and clasped her anus around

Jacob's neck like one lohoy rescued from the

battle, returns to his home and casts himself

upon his father. And afterwards they ate and

drank, and Joseph and Assaneth returned

to their home, giving praise to God, who
is blessed for ever. And only the sons of

Leah, Joseph's brethren, went with them

to bring them on the way. But the sons
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of Zilpha and Bilhah, the handmaids of

Leah and Rachel* did not go with them to

brin^ them on the way, for they envied

them and were their enemies. And Levi

walked at the right of Assaneth, and Joseph

at her left. And Assaneth held Levi by
*

the hand. And she loved Levi more than

all Joseph's brethren ; because Levi was

acquainted with the secret mysteries of the

Most Hi^h, and revealed unto Assaneth

evervthin^r in mysterious words. And
Levi telt a great affection for Assaneth,

and he saw her resting-place in heaven,

and its walls like adamantine walls, and

its foundations like the foundations of a

rock.

And it came to pass, when Joseph and

Assaneth were going, that the eldest son of

Pharaoh saw them from the walls, and felt

very unhappy, and he grieved on account

of Assaneth's beauty, and said : cc This must

not be. »

The son of Pharaoh sent messengers and

called unto him Simeon and Levi : and thev

came and presented themselves before him.

And the eldest son of Pharaoh said unto

them : a I acknowledge tliis day that ye

are more powerful than all the men that

are in the world, and that through these
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your two right hands the town of the She-

chemites was destroyed, and in two davs

through these your right hands thirty

thousand warriors were- slain. And, be-

hold, I will take you as my fellows, and

will give you gold, and servants, and hand-

maidens, and houses, and immense and good

possessions; but deal kindly with me and

do this thing ; for I liave been offended

and despised by Joseph your brother, be-

cause lie took Assaneth, who was to be my
wife, and was promised to me from the

beginning. And now come and fight against

Joseph your brotlier ; and I will kill him

with my sword and will take Assaneth for

my wife. And ye shall become my breth-

ren, and favourites and confidants, only

do this for me. But should vou hesitate to

do this, and should you despise my com-

mand, behold my sword is ready for you. »

And saying this, he drew his sword and
shewed it unto them.

And when Simeon and Levi heard these

things, they were much vexed ; for the son

of Pharaoh spoke unto them with threats

and arrojrance. And Simeon was a rash

and bold man ; he thought to put his hand

to the hilt of his sword and to draw it

out of its scabbard and kill the son pi
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Pharaoh, for having spoken unto them

roughly. But Levi knew the thought of his

heart ; for Levi was a prophet, who in the

purity of his mind saw secrets, and with

his own eyes could read what was written

in the heart of a man. He forthwith trod

with his foot upon the right foot of Sim-

eon, and signed to him to restrain his

anger. And he softly said to Simeon : <t Why
dost thou put thyself in a passion against

this man ? We are godly persons : it is un-

becoming in us to render unto him evil

for evil. »

And Levi spoke boldly unto the son of

Pharaoh ; and there was no wrath in him,

because of the gentleness of his heart

.

« Why dost thou, our lord, speak unto us

in this way ? We are godly men, and our

father is beloved of God the Most High ;

and God loves Joseph our brother. Now,

how can we do this evil thing, and commit

a sin before our God, and before Jacob our

father, and before Joseph our brother? And

now listen to my words : It is not con-

venient for a godly man to injure anybody

in any way. But if some one should in-

jure a godly man, and thai godly man gets

into a passion, his hand is sacred if he kills

him. And thou, beware of speaking now hi
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this way with respect to Joseph our bro-

ther. But if thou persist in that wicked in-

tention, behold our swords are drawn in

our right hands against thee. »

And Simeon and Levi drew their swords

out of their scabbards, saying : « Behold, thou

seest in our hands these swords ; these

are the swords through which the Lord

took vengeance upon the Shechemites for

the outrage through which they offended

the sons of Israel on account of Dinah,

whom Sheciiem, the son of Hamor, defiled. »

.vnd the son of Pharaoh saw the two-

edged swords, and a strong shivering ran

through all his bones; for the swords glittered

like a fire-flame; and his eyes were daz-

zled and he fell down on the ground upon

his face, and was overtaken by great fear.

And Levi stretched out his hand and

took hold of him, and said : « Arise and

be not afraid, but beware of speaking wick-

edly any more with respect to Joseph our

brother. »

And Simeon and Levi went away out

of the presence of the son of Pharaoh. And
the son of Pharaoh was filled with fear and

sorrow, for he feared Simeon and Levi. And
he was oppressed and vexed on account of

Assaneth's beauty, and an affliction beyond
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bounds tormented liini. And his servants

spoke unto liim saying : « Behold, the sons

of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpha, the hand-

maids of Jacob, are enemies unto Joseph

and unto Assaneth, and they envy them,

and will obey thee and do according to

thy will. »

And the son of Pharaoh sent messengers

unto them and called them unto him ; and

at night time they came and presented

themselves unto him.

And the son of Pliaraoh said unto them

:

« I have somewhat to say unto you, for ye

are miglity men of valour. »

And Dan and Gad. the two brothers, said

unto him : « Let our lord speak now, and

we thy servants will hear and do accord-

ing to thy will. »

And the son of Pharaoh was filled with

great joy, and said unto his servants-: <c Let

all of you go away from me for a little

while, for I have a secret matter with those

men. » And they all went away.

And the son of Pharaoh said unto them

:

ct Behold, blessing and death are before thine

eyes; choose rather blessing than death,

for ye are mighty men, and you do not

<lie like women. Be of r/ood courage and

quit yourselves like men, and revenge j/imr
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selves on your enemies. For I heard Joseph,

your brother, say unto Pharaoh my father

concerning you, that " they are children of

my mother's handmaids, and thej' are not

my brethren ; and I wait for my father's

death, that I may crush them and their

generation, lest they should inherit with

us ; for they are children of handmaidens,

and tliey are those who sold me to the Ish-

maelites. I will return unto them all the evil

they did to me when my father shall die.

'

And Pharaoh my father commended him,

saving: ' Wr»at thou savest is vers'' good:

I will give unto thee a thousand warriors,

to help thee. ' »

And when those men heard the words of

the son of Pharaoh, they became perplexed

and very grieved, and they said \mto him

:

« We beseech thee, lord, to help us. »

And he said : <t I will help you, if ye

listen unto me. »

And thev said : « We are thv servants :

command us and we will do according to

thy will. »

And the son of Pharaoh said unto them r

<t I will Slav Pharaoh mv father to-night,

for Pharaoh is the father of Joseph. Now
give me your help, and I idll (jo before

you, and ye shall slay Joseph. And I will
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take Assaneth for my wife, and ye and

your brethren shall become heirs with me^

if ye do this thing. »

And Dan and Gad said unto him: «We
are thy servants this day, and we will do

what thou dost command us. And we have

heard Joseph to-day say to Assaneth: ' Go
thou to-morrow to our country possession,

for it is vintage time. ' And he gave her

six hundred valiant warriors, and fifty fore-

runners. And now list-en unto us and let

us speak with thee. »

And they spake with liim secretly.

And the son of Pharaoh gave to each of

the four brothers seven thousand men, and

appointed them chiefs and leaders. And Dan
and Gad said unto liim : « We will go to-

night and will watch by the way, and will

conceal ourselves among the thickness of

the canes. And thou, take with thee fiftv

archers with their horses, and go on afar,

and Assaneth will come and fall into our

hands ; and we will destroy the soldiers

that are with her, and she will flee awav
in her carriage and fall into thy hands,

and thou wilt do with her according to

the wish of thy heart. And thereafter we
will slay Joseph's children before his eyes,

and himself while he is mourning for As-

saneth. » Digitized byCjOOgle
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And the son of Pharaoh rejoiced on hear-

ing their words, and lie sent two thousand

warriors to go with them. And they came

to the torrent and hid themselves among the

thickness of the canes. And they encamped

on each side of the torrent, and between

them there was a wide and spacious road.

And the son of Pharaoh arose on that

night and went into his father's house to

slay his father with a sword. And liis fa-

ther's ^^uards hindered him from enter-

ing in to his father, and said unto him :

a What dost thou desire, our lord ? »

And the son of Pharaoh said unto them

:

a I want to see my father, as I am going for

the vintage of the newly planted vineyard.

»

And the guards said unto him: « Thy
father suffered with headache, and has not

slept the whole night, and now that the

pain has somewhat lessened, thy father said

:

' Let no one come near to me. ' »

And the son of Pharaoh went and took

his soldiers, and laid an ambuscade. And
behold, Assaneth came in a chariot, and

soldiers went before it and behind it. And
the enemies, Dan and Gad and the son

of Pharaoh, leaping from their hiding-

place attacked them. And Assaneth saw and

-called upon God the Most High. And, be-
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hold, the man of God that had come to

Assaneth, appeared, and the Lord took her

under his protection. And the swords of the

enemies were broken, and all the weapons

melted as wax before the fire. And the son

of Pharaoh fell down on the ground before

Assaneth, and became like one dead when
he heard that the sons of Jacob were com-

ing on in anger.

And Dan and Gad, seeing that the Lord

was fighting, became afraid and said : « It

is the Lord that fights against us. » And
they fell down before Assaneth, saying

:

« Thou art our lady and our queen, and

we have committed iniquity before thee,

and the Lord has rewarded us according to

our deeds. And we thy servants entreat

thee, be merciful unto us and save us from

the hands of our brethren. For they have

come unto us to take vengeance upon their

enemies, and their swords are before our

eyes. »

And Assaneth said : « Be of good com-
fort, and fear not your brethren; for they

are people who fear the Lord, they are god-

ly and respect every man. Go ye into the

thick of those canes until I appease their

anger ; for ye have been very audacious

agazTist them. Be of good courage and fear ye
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not ; let the Lord be the judge between me

and you. »

And Dan and Gad and their brethren

fled into the grove of canes. And behold,

the sons of Leah came running like a herd

of deer. And Assaneth stepped down from

her covered chariot, and received them with

tears. And they fell down on the ground and

reverenced her, and wept with a loud voice,

and asked for their brethren. And Assaneth

said : « Spare your brethren, and do not

render them evil for evil ; for the Lord

protected me against them, and their swords

were broken to pieces, and were melted on

the ground like wax before the fire. And
this is enough, for it is the Lord that has

fought for us ; and spare ye them, for they

are your brethren, and the blood of Israel,

your father. »

And Simeon said unto her: « Why doth

our lady speak good words for our enemies ?

Not so ; let us destroy them with our swords.

For this is the third time they have plotted

against thee, and against Israel our father,

and against Joseph our brother ; thou art

our lady and our queen. »

And Assaneth stretched out her hand,

and took hold of his beard, and embraced

him, saying : u Not so, my brother, do not
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render evil for evil ; for that will be a sin

against the Lord. They are your brethren,

and sons of your father, and they fled far

away from your presence. »

And Levi drew near and kissed her

hands ; and he understood that she intended

to save their brethren. And they were in the

thicket of the reeds ; and their brethren knew
that she did not discover theui for fear that

in their an«^er they should slay them.

And the son of Pharaoh arose from the

ground and sat up ; and the blood flowed

out of his ears and out of his mDuth. And
Benjamin ran unto him and took his sword

and drew it. and would have plunged it

into the breast of the son of Pharaoh to

kill him, but Levi running unto him, took

hold of his hand, saying: « My brother, do

not this thing ; for we are godly men, and

it is- not befitting for a godly man to

render evil for evil ; and it is not allowed

to any one to trample on, or to harass to

death an enemy who falls into his hands.

Now put thy sword back into its place, and

come and help me. and let us cure his

woimds, that he may live and be hence-

forth our friend ; for Pharaoh is as our

father. »

And Levi raised up the son of Pharaoh,
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and wiped the blood from his face, and

wrapped his face in a handkerchief. Then

he placed him on his horse, and carried him

unto Pharaoh his father, to whom he told

all these things. And Pharaoh arose from

his throne and bowed down before Levi.

And on the third day the son of Pha-

raoh died, being stricken by a punishment

from God.
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In the Armenian Library of St. Lazarus,

in Venice, there are four mss. in which

this writing of the History of Moses is

contained.

One is numbered 1309, -5x7 inches; —

it is a Menologium ms., and contains also

the History of Assaneth.

Another is numbered 1447, — 9 Vt X 15

inches. — It is a Collection of Homilies,

written on paper, in double columns of 37

lines each, but has no date.

A third, numbered 279, is also a Me-

nologium ms., written in the year 1441.

The fourth ms. in which the History of

Moses is found, is numbered 742. It is

again a Collection of Homilies.

The History of Moses contained in this

last MS. is a copy taken from an older Ar-

menian MS., preserved in Paris, in the Bib-

liothtque Nationale.
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From the many fragments of the History

of Moses, found in different old Armenian

Mss., it appears that there was another old

Armenian version with the title of « The

Ascension of Moses », which was probably

taken from a Hebrew text.

The Armenian text which was lately

published, of which I now give the Eng-

lish translation, seems to have been made
after the thirteenth century. It is worthy

of attention, however, on account of the

numerous variations by which it diflfers

from the versions in other languages.
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THE HISTORY OF MOSES

Moses was the first amongst all the pro-

phets, who spake with God, and even by

God was called a god to Pharaoh. And
Aaron his brother was the first high priest,

ordained by Moses; for God ordained Mo-

ses, and Moses ordained Aaron and his

sons.

They were of the tribe of Levi, sons of

Amram, son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, son

of Abraham. And Jacob in the Blessing of

Ills children, gave the priesthood to Levi,

and to Judah he gave the kingdom.

Amram begat Moses of Jochebed, daugh-

ter of Levi; and the birth of Moses was

on this wise. The diviners of the Egyptians

said unto Pharaoh. On such a day of

such a month, a Saviour of Israel would be

brought forth, and that he would deliver

Israel from his yoke.

When Pharaoh heard this, he took care

that in that same month all the men of

Israel should be absent on a deer-hunt, but
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he himself remained awav the whole month*

But the providence of God disposed in such

a manner that Amram carried Jochebed

with him ; and she conceived on the same

day which the astrologers had indicated.

And when Moses was born, he was hidden

in the house for three months ; but being

afiraid of Pharaoh, the child-murderer, be-

cause the child was lively and they could

not hide him, they put him in an ark of

bulrushes, and placed him in the river. For

when Pharaoh heard concerning the birth

of a Saviour of Israel, he commanded thai

all the male-children q/ the Hebrews, should

either be strangled at their birth, or thrown

into the river and drowned. Wherefore

they hid Moses in the house for three

months, but they could keep him there no

longer. And the ark floating in the river^

rested in a creek. And when the daughter

of Pharaoh came down to the banks of the

river, her maidens saw the ark and they

took it from the flags of the river's creek

and carried it to the daughter of the king.

And she, seeing the babe, was moved with

compassion and said : « This is one of the

children of the Hebrews. »

And Miriam, Moses' sister, who was one

of the handmaidens of Pliaraoh's daughter.^ ^
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took the babe and brought him to Jo-

chebed his mother as to a nurse, that

she might tend him for the daughter of

Pharaoh ; who after having nursed him for

a while, brought him again to Pharaoh's

daughter. And Pharaoh's daughter took

him and carried him to her father, saying

unto him : « This is one of the Hebrew
children whom I took from the river and

have made him my son. »

And Moses was a lively boy of a fair

countenance, and Pharaoh was pleased,

and took him in his arms and kissed him.

And immediatelv Moses with his ten little

fingers, took hold of Pharaoh's beard, at

which the king became angry and com-

manded that the child should be put to

death. But the wise men who were there,

would not let the king do evil to the child,

saying, that he did it in ignorance, un-

knowingly, « and if it please thee », they

said, « we will try him. »

And they brought before the child a

charger with burning coals, and a charger

wnth gold red like the fire, saying : a If

he catches at the gold, it is evident that

he took hold of the king's beard purposely,

but if he catches at the tire, he did it

innocently in his ignorance. »
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And Moses stretched out his hand unto

the fire, and a spark stuck on the child's

finger^ and he cried out, and carried his

finger quickly to his mouth, and held it

to his tongue, and his tongue was burned

;

wherefore Moses, the Saviour of Israel,

came to be of slow tongue and stammering

in the house of Pharaoh.

And Moses was learned in all the wisdom

of the Egyptians, for Mahri, Pharaoh's

daughter, adopted him for her son, and he

became a general of the JIgyptians. And
when the Ethiopians made a captive of

Mahri, the so-called mother of Moses, dur-

ing the ten years he carried on war against

them, Moses took Ethiopia and set Mahri

free, and took captive Thesbi, their queen.

And after the death of Mahri, the Egyp-

tians became jealous of Moses and would

have slain him ; but he being toamed of their

intention, slew an Egyptian and escaped to

Midian and dwelt there forty years in the

house of Reuel, where he begat two sons,

Gershom and Eleazar,

When Moses was seventy years old, the

Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire

in a bush, and commanded him to go into

Egypt and set free the seed of Israel. But

he was unwilling to go, and delayed ten
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years because that he was slow of speech

and of a slow tongue. And God again ap-

peared unto him in the eightieth year of

his age, and commanded him to go into

Egypt and deliver the seed of Israel; and

again he delayed, until G(»d caused him to

perform marvellous wonders, and said unto

him : w Who maketh the dumb or the deaf,

the seeing or the bjind? Is it not I, the

Lord God? And now depart and go into

Egypt, and Aaron thy brother shall be to

thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be

unto him a messenger from God. »

And Moses went and performed wonders

before Aaron and before all the people,

and they believed in God and in Moses

his servant. And afterwards Moses and Aa-

ron went before Pharaoh, and Moses cast

down his rod and it became a serpent.

Then Pharaoh's sorcerers, Jannes and Jam-

bres, were called, and they despised Moses

and said to Pharaoh : w This is our disciple,

and it is through our teacliing that he does

this thing. )> And they cast their rods on

the ground and they became serpents, but

in appearance only, not in truth. How^ever

Moses' serpent swallowed up the two rods of

the sorcerers, and immediately they were

dissolved and digested. And Moses stretched
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out his hand and took the serpent by the

tail and it became a rod in his hand. He
performed also two other wonders ; and the

same did also the sorcerers, but apparently

only, not truly.

Pharaoh said unto Aaron : <c What is

your request? »

Aaron said unto him : « The Lord God

of our fathers saith unto thee :
' Let Israel

my people go. ' »

Pharaoh answered : w I know not the

Lord God, neither will I let Israel go. »

Aaron, spake for Moses and said unta

Pharaoh : « If thou knowest not the Lord,

He will manifest Himself unto thee. »

They spake this with authority, and Moses

and Aaron went out from before the face

of Pharaoh. And the Lord punished the

Egyptians with ten plagues and brought

out Israel ; and divided the Red Sea and

caused the people to pass through and Pha-

raoh to be drowned with his armv. And He
led Israel into the wilderness, and durinir

forty years fed them with manna from hea-

ven, and with quails from the sea. and gave

them to drink W/iter from a rock. And
by a pillar of fire and a pillar of cloud.

He gave them light by night and shadow

by day. Three times Moses fasted fort;1 lortY^
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days and received the tables of stone, on

which the ten commandments were written

with the finger of God. He prepared the

altar after the likeness of heaven, and con-

ferred priesthood on Aaron and his sons,

that they should be priests of the Lord.

He appointed the Levites to the service

of the worship of the Lord, and through

his prayers and the lifting up of his arms,

he routed Amalek. He overcame Sihon and

the king Og, and caused the ungodly a-

mongst Israel to be destroyed. He caused

his sister Miriam, to become leper. And
the auger of the Lord was kindled against

Aaron also, and He was fain to destroy him

on account of Moses; for his sister and brother

spake ill of Moses the servant of God, who
was meeker than any other man. Now Moses

had honoured and hearkened favourably to

the queen of the Ethiopians, whom he had

carried a captive from her own land, for

during the time that Moses belonged to

the dauofhter of Pharaoh, for ten vears he

fought ' against the Ethiopians and con-

quered their land. And the road to enter

into Abyssinia being infested with serpents.

Moses brouorht with him roes and storks

which destroyed the serpents, and then he

was able to enter into Abyssinia and take
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the people captive. The queen whom Moses

had carried captive, at that time was still

in Egypt; and after a captivity of forty-

two years, he brought her out also, being

willing to shew compassion and mercy to-

wards her, and together with the people

of Israel, he led her into the wilderness

with respect and honour. Therefore when
Miriam and Aaron spake ill of Moses, they

were punished. And after this Aaron died

on mount Hon and Moses buried him on

the top of the mountain. But before Aaron

died, Moses took from him his garments

and put them upon V^leazar his son, and

consecrated him priest histead of his father.

So Aaron died and was buried; and the

children of Israel mourned for him during

thirty days. And Aaron was three years

older thUth Moses, and he died thi-ee years

before Moses.

And Moses appointed Joshua, the son of

Nun, to be leader of Israel instead of him-

self; and he went up to the top of Mount
Xebo, and there he died at the age of one

hundred and twenty years. And his eyes

were not dim. and his cheeks were not

withered, for. on account of the sight of

God's glory, Moses' face did shine like the

splendour of the life to come, and as Adam's
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shone in the Garden of Eden. So that the

children of Israel, except Aaron and Joshua,

could not look on him. Wherefore they cov-

ered Moses' face with seven veils, and

then they were able to speak with him*

And on account of the shining brightness

of his face, Moses had no beard. He desired

to see Jerusalem and the whole Land of

Promise, but God did not allow him ; for

he provoked the Lord at the waters of Me-

ribah, after this manner. Miriam, the sister

of Aai^mi and Moses, who was a virgin and

a prophetess, had died, and Moses was mourn-

ing for her ; and the people being thirsty,

complained against God. and spake ill of

Moses. Wherefore Moses being grieved, struck

in anger the rock for the water to come

out. Whereat God teas tcroth and did not give

tcater from the rock. For he ought to have

struck the rock with humility and prayer,,

as he used in times past, and not in

anger. Therefore God did not allow him to

see the Land of Promise ; but He commanded

him to go to the top of Mount Xebo and be-

hold from thence the Land of Jerusalem, and

that he should die on the top of Mount

Nebo, near the house of the idols of Peor,

over against Jericho, on the other side of

64ogle
Jordan. And the archangel Michael bu;
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him, and no man knows the tomb where

his bones lie unto this day, for two reasons.

First, because Moses wa« called a god ; for

that reason he died secretly and unknown

to man, that they should not see a god

die. And secondly, that the people should

not worship his tomb and his bones ; be-

cause no other prophet in Israel has been

like to Moses, who saw the Lord face to face

and through whom the Lord performed

signs and wonders.

And the children of Israel w^ept for Mo-

ses in Rabbath, in the plains of Moab, over

against Jericho, thirty days, and no more

nor less. For the moon numbers thirty days,

and after that it again newly rises, and

proves our resurrection from the earth, and

our regeneration in immortality.

Moses the prophet was born four times;

the first from his mother ; the second, from

the water; the third, from the fire, for he

remained on the top of Mount Sinai, in

the fire, near God, during forty days, and
so he was born of the fire; the fourth

time he was born of the rock, inasmuch
as God placed him in the rift of the rock,

and he saw God from behind, and thus

Moses was born a son of the rock.

Moses fasted tliree times forty days, ac-
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cording to the years of his life, counting

the days for years, for the years of his

life were three times forty, which make a

hundred and twenty years. And among, all

the generations and the prophets of Israel,

none have been like unto him, who spake

with God face to face ; and his complete

resurrection has already taken place, for he

being risen , came on Mount Tabor to

witness the divine «florv of Jesus Christ,

the Son of Mary.
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C0NGBMIR6 THE DBATH8 OF THE PROPHETS

There are many Armenian mss. preserved

in the Armenian Library of St. Lazarus, in

which the death of each prophet is record-

ed. I may, however, remark that the title,

«The deaths of the Prophets, » as given in

the Armenian edition, does not correspond

in fact with the object contained in the

text, which rather is a short biography of

each prophet. Therefore the more suitable

title would be, « Concernincr the Holv Pro-

phets. yy

The text published in the Armenian edi-

tion of the Apocrypha was taken from a ms.

Bible numbered 1508, written in the year

1319, on a very fine vellum — 7 Vt x 10 V,

inches, — in double columns, of 53 li-

nes each, with illuminations, the very fine

work of a certain Johannes. The variants

of two other mss. are placed at the foot of

each page in the Armenian edition.

Such style writing as we have in the so^
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called <c The deaths of the Prophets, » is

very ancient, and it is certain that it has

been known to writers from the VII cen-

tury on.

The Annenian version was made, as it

appears, from a Greek text, and between

the VII and VIII centuries.
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DEATH OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH

Isaiah was the son of Amos of Tekoah,

of the tribe of Judah ; he suffered death

being sawed asunder by Manasseh, and wa^

buried under the oak-tree at Rogelim, near

the water-course which was stopped up by

king Hezekiah. For God had given a sign

in Siloam for the sake of the prophet who,

when the people were dying of thirst, pray-

ed that they might find water to drink,

and it was quickly sent to him by God;

wherefore it was called Siloam, which means

« Sent. »

Under Hezekiah, before the wells and

pools were made, through the prayers of

Isaiah there sprang out a little water, while

the people were being besieged by strangers.

They held Siloam in order that the people
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might not perish from want of water. The
enemies having surrounded the city with

entrenchments, encamped there many days

;

and having enquired from whence the citi-

zens drew water, they discovered the source,

and from that time they encamped ahout

Siloam. But every time that the Hebrews

came, together with Isaiah, the water sprang

out all at once; but when the strangers

came, it did not spring out. Wherefore

until this day the water springs out that

the miracle may be known.

Now as that happened for the sake of

Isaiah, the people in honour of his memo-

ry, buried him with great pomp near Si-

loam ; so that through his prayers, even

after his death, they should have the witness

of the water, it having been also thus com-

manded unto them. And his tomb is neai*

the tombs of the kings, behind the tombs

of the priests. And until this day it is un-

known to many of the priests as well as

to all the people.
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THE DEATH OF THE PROPHET HOSEA

Hosea was of Belmoth, of the tribe of

Issachar, and he prophesied much against

Israel. He died peacefully,* and was buried

in his own country. And he gave a sign

that the Lord will come upon earth, and

will walk with men : The oak-tree that was

in Siloam shall be divided into twelve

parts, and they shall become twelve oak-

trees. x\nd thev will follow and submit

themselves to God, the glorious, through

whom all the world shall be saved.

THE DEATH OF THE PROPHET AMOS

Amos was of Tekoah, and Amaziah tor-

tured him, and afterwards his son slew him

by crushing his jaws with a club. And
while still alive, he came to his own land

;

a few days afterwards he died, and there

in Tekoah was he buried.
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THE DEATH OF THE PROPHET MICAH

Micah was of Mozoroth, of the tribe of

Ephraim. He had much to do with Ahab,

and was put to death by Roboah his son, by

having been throvm over a precipice. For he

reproved him for the ungodliness of his fa-

thers. He was buried alone in his own coun-

try, near the tomb of Enakim.

THE DEATH OF THE PROPHET JOEL

Joel was of the tribe of Reuben. He pro-

phesied of the famine and of the decline

of the sacrifices, and of the passion of the

Prophet, the Just One ; and that through

Him all creatures should be regenerated and

come to salvation. He died in peace, and

was buried in his own village.
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THE DEATH OF THE PROPHET OBADIAH

Obadiah was of the country of Sichem,

of the village of Bethcar. He was a disciple

of Eliah, and endured much ill-treatment

for his sake in order to save him. He was the

third captain whom Elias spared before he

went down to king Ahab, Obadiah afterwards

left the king's service and became a prophet.

He died and was buried with his fathers.

THE DEATH OF THE PROPHET JONAH

Jonah was of the country of Kirjath-jea-

rim, which is near Azotus, the city of the

Philistines, by the sea. And when he was

vomited out of the fish, he went into Ni-

neveh, whence returning again, he did

not remain in his own country, but took

his mother and went and sojourned in Ty-

rus, in the province of the Philistines, a-

mong the heathen. Because he said, « In

this way I will turn away my reproach, for

I lied when I prophesied agaiust the greuj;

city of Nineveh. » Digitized byLjOOgle
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At that time Elias reproved Ahab and

Jezebel bis wife; and he caused a great

famine to come upon the land, and fled

into Zarephath which belonged to Sidoii, and

there he found the widow and her son and

dwelt with them, for he could not live with

the uncircumcised ; he blessed them on ac-

count of their hospitality. For he had known
them long before, because God had brought

her son again to life from the dead. And
now through the same Elias God was phased

to shew to Jonah that no one is able to

flee from God.

When the famine was over, Jonah arose

and came into the land of Judah, and on

the way his mother died, and he buried

her near the oak-tree of Deborah, and

dwelt in the land of Sarar. He died and

was buried in the cave of the judge Ke-

naze, who was a descendant of one of the

tribes, durinor the time of anarchy.

He gave a sign in Jerusalem, that when

they should see the rock crying tenderly,

and the worm in the wood crying tmto Gody,

that salvation should then draw near. Then

they should see Jerusalem overthrown from

its foundations, and men should enter therein

from all nations to worship the Lord. And
they should take her stones and put them at
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the east side ; and there the Anointed should

be worshiped , for Jerusalem should be

polluted, during the destruction, by wild

beasts and by all kind of abomination. And
then should take place the end of all the

world.

THE DEATH OF THE PROPHET NAHUM

Nahum was of the country of Elgis,.

which is on the other side of Jordan, of

the village of Bethabara, of the tribe of

Simeon. He, together with Jonah, gave a

sign at Nineveh, that she should perish

through sweet water and through earthly

fire ; and so it has been. For the lake that

surrounded her, ovei-flowed through an earth-

quake, and covered and destroyed her. And
a fire coming from the wilderness, burned

all her high places.

He died in peace and was buried in his

land.
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THE DEATH OF THE PROPHET HABAKKUK

Habakkuk was of the tribe of Simeon,

of the village of Bethsukar. He foresaw the

captivity, and made great mourning on ac-

count of the destruction of Jerusalem. And
when Nebuchadnezzar came into Jerusalem,

he fled into Oustrakinah and dwelt in the

land of Ishmael. And when the Chaldeans

returned to their country, and the remnants

of the Jews that were in Jerusalem went

into Egypt, then he again returned into his

own land and waited upon the harvest-men

of his farm. And when he took the meah

he prophesied to his family saying : a I am
going to a far off country and will return

quickly. But should I delay, do ye bi-ing

the meal to the harvest-men. »

And he went into Babylon with the

angel who guided him, and he brought the

meal to Daniel, and again returned and

went to the harvest-men ; and he brought to

them from his house other meal at the

same usual hour without delaying at all
;

and he did not tell any one what had taken

place. He knew that very soon the people
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should return from Babylon ; and indeed

two years after that they returned from cap-

tivity. And he gave a sign to them that were

in Judaea, that at the end of the age, a

Prophet, the Son of God, should teach in the

temple, and they that should believe in

Him should see the light and contemplate

the glory of the Only-Begotten ; and they

who should not listen to Him, should re-

main in darkness. And concerning the end

of the temple he said before, that it would

be destroyed by a western nation. Then^

he said, the curtain of the sanctuary shall

depart from the temple, and the capitals

of the two columns shall be removed, and

no one shall know where they are. But the

angels shall carry them into the wilderness,,

where in the beginning the tabernacle was

built. And through them the Lord shall

reveal Himself, and shall enlighten those

who shall be willing to flee from the ser-

pent, and shall shelter them in the eternal

righteousness.

He died in peace^ and was buried alone

on his farm.
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THE DEATH OF THE PROPHET ZEPHANIAH

Zephaniah whs of the tribe of Simeon,

of the village of Marath. He prophesied

•concerning the end of the temple, and of

salvation and the entrance of the Gen-

tiles, of the shame of the ungodly, and of

the Judge of the souls of all the sons of

Ood.

He died en peace, and was buried in his

own village.

THE DEATH OF THE PROPHET HAGGAI

The prophet Haggai was of the tribe of

Levi. He was bom in Babylon, and while yet

a child went from Babylon to Jerusalem.

He publicly prophesied of the return of

the people, and saw the rebuilding of the

temple. He died in peace, and was buried

in Jerusalem with great pomp, near the

tombs of the priests, for he was of the or-

der of the high-priests.
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THE DEATH OF THE PROPHET ZACHARIAH

Zachariah was of the tribe of Levi, and

he was born in Gaddi, in the land of the

Chaldeans. While a young man, he came

from Chaldea and prophesied much con-

cerning the people, and in support of his

words he gave a sign, and said to Joakim,

that he should beget a son in Jerusalem

who should become a high-priest of irre-

proachable purity, as an image of the true

High-priest.

He blessed Salathiel on account of his

son, whom he called Zorobabel, and gave

a sign of his victory under Cyrus. Con-

cerning his ministry he foretold what he

was going to do in Jerusalem and blessed

him.

He prophesied of what was going to

take place in Jerusalem, her end, the con-

version of the heathen, the end and the

destruction of the temple, and the cessation

of the prophets and the priests, and of the

Sabbaths. He also foretold the second judg-

ment.

He died in

and was buried

peace and in a good old ag^, ,
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THE DEATH OF THE PROPHET MALACHI

Malaclii was born in Sephar, of the tribe

of Levi, after the return of the captives ;

and while still a young boy he showed

himself of good behaviour. Because the

people in general honoured him for his

chastity and meekness, he was called Mala-

chi, which means angel ; for he was of a

beautiful countenance. And as he himself

said, in the same day that he prophesied,

the angel of God appeared to him and

repeated his sayings. And none of the un-

worthy could see him, but only his voice

was heard. But the worthy saw also his

appearance, as it took place during the

time of anarchy, according as it is written

in the Sephor shophetim, that is to say, in the

book of the Judges. While still young he

was gathered to his people, and was buried

in his own village.
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THE DEATH OF THE PROPHET DANIEL

Daniel was of the tribe of Judah, and

of the chiefs who belonged to the service

of the king ; but while still a young boy, he

was carried captive from Judaea to the

land of the Chaldeans. He was bom in

Upper Beth-horon, and was a sober man
and thin-bearded, so that the Jews thought

he was an eunuch. He mourned deeply

over the temple and the city of Jerusalem,

and mortified his own body by fasting, re-

nouncing all pleasurable meat, and during

twenty-one years eating only vegetables.

He looked thin, but througfh the grace of

the Most High, he was of fair countenance.

He offered up many prayers for Nebuchad-

nezzar, when that king became as a wild

beast, being* entreated by Belshazzar, his son,

that he might not perish. Because his fore

part, together with his head, was like an

ox, and his hinder part, with the legs and

the feet, was like that of a lion. And it

was revealed to holy Daniel that the mys-

tery meant, that he became as a beast on

account of his dissolute passions and the ob^ t
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stiuacy, with which, like the ox, he subject-

ed himself to the yoke of the slavery of

Belial. Moreover he became a lion on ac-

count of his tyrannous, ravishin;^ and fero-

cious nature. Because tvrants while in

power, display the former character, and

then in the end they are turned into beasts,

And l>ecome ravishers, murderers and un-

godly; wherefo)-e they are rewarded in like

manner, and in like manner they shall be

rewarded by God, the riirhteous Judge.

The holy man knew from G«»d that the

kmu: would eat irrass like an ox, and his

human nature would be nourished by it.

Wherefore after Xebuchailnezzar had digest-

ed the food, his human faculties awoke,

and he wept and entreated the Lord, forty

times day and night, and was anxious for

his own safety. And sometimes it happened

that he forgot that his heart had been

a man's heart, for his tongue was tied that

he could not speak ; but when he came to

himself, instautlv he melted into tears,

and his eyes were dim, on account of

weeping.

Many people went ont of the city to see

him, Daniel alone would not see him, bnt

during all the time of his transformation

he otfered prayers for him. For he saicL
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« He will again return to his human nature,

and then will I see him ; » but the people

believed him not.

But Daniel through his prayers unto the

Most Hi^h. caused the seven years, which

he called « times. » to be reduced to seven

months; and therefore the mystery of the

seven times was fulfilled in him. And after

the seven months, the king having remained

in solitude six years and five months longer,

he cast himself l)efore the Lord, and con-

fessed all his ungodliness and iniquity. And
the Lord, after forgiving his iniquities, re-

stored to him his kingdom. During six

years and five months he ate neither bread

nor meat, nor drank wine, but continually

praised the Lord, for Daniel commanded

him to draw near to God eating: moist pulse,

and vegetables, and giving alms.

Wherefore he called Daniel's name Bel-

teshazzar, and would have made him a co-

heir with his son, but Daniel would not,

saying: « Far be it from me that I should

leave the inheritance of my fathers and be-

come a co-heir to the uncircumcised Persian

kings. »

Under the reign of other Persian kings,

Daniel performed many wonders, which are

not recorded in the book of his visions. H^
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died there, in Babylon, in peace, and was
buried alone in the royal eaves, with great

pomp. He gave a sign about the moun-
tains that tower over Babylon , saying :

« When the wind shall blow from the north

with fire and smoke, then shall be the

end of Babvlon. And when water shall

flow from the East, then God shall appear

upon the earth in the form of man, and

shall take upon himself all the iniquities of

the world, and shall l)e crucified bv the

priests and the elders of the people of Is-

rael. Then Belial and his impure spirit,

shall be crushed, and immediately the spirit of

grace shall be poured upon all the heathen.

And when a fire shall be kindled south-

ward, then shall the end of all the world

take place. And if from the south shall flow

down water, the people shall return into

their own land ; but should blood flow down,

then all impure spirits will die. »

And Daniel, the holy man of God, fell

asleep.
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THE DEATH OF THE PROPHET JEREMIAH

He was of Anathoth of Benjainin, during

the time of the priests. He was stoned in

Taphnes, the city of the Et^yptians where

he died, and was laid near the palace of

Pharaoh. Because the Es:yptians having

found henetit through his prayers, ren-

dered him honour. For he prayed, and the

asps that caused them death were all

destroyed, and so it happened to the wild

beasts that live in the waters, which the

Egyptians call * Xephod, ' and to which the

Greeks give the name of ' Crocodile. ' And
until this dav thev that believe in God, in-

voke Him in the same place, and then take

up some dust from the ground and heal the

biting of the asps, and cause the water-

beasts to flee.

We are told by the ancients, that Ale-

xander the Macedonian, having reached the

place where Jeremiah's tomb lay, and hav-

ing been acquainted with those wonders

and mysteries, caused his relics to be re-

moved and to be carried into Alexandria,

and there he laid them with much honoui: ; ,
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and that all the asps that were there, as

well as the crocodiles, died.

This prophet gave a sign to the Egyp-

tian heathen priests, that their idols should

fall down and break to pieces through a

Divine Infant-Saviour, born of a virgin, in

a manger.

Jeremiah, before the temple was destroy-

ed, took the tabernacle of the law, and

all that was in it, and caused them to

disappear under a rock. And he said : « The

Lord has departed from Sion into heaven,

but the Law-giver of Sion shall come again,

and this shall be to you the sign of His

coming : That all the nations shall worship

the wood. » And he said again, that no one

should remove from that place the t«ibernacle

but Aaron ; and no one should open the

tables that are therein but Moses, the

chosen of God. And in the day of resur-

rection, the tabernacle should first rise up

from the rock, and should be put upon

Mount Sinai, and all the saints should ga-

ther together around it, waiting for the Lord,

and they should flee thither from the enemy
who would seek to slav them. And with

his ring he impressed upon the rock the

name of God, and it looked as if engraved

with iron ; and a luminous cloud hid it.
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SO that nobody is able to find out the place

or read the name ; but there it remains un-

til this day and for ever. And the rock is

in the wilderness, where at first was the ta-

bernacle, between the t\^o mountains where

lay Moses and Aaron. And during the night

there is a cloud of light in that place like

that of the olden time, for the grace of God

never departs from his law.

THE DEATH OF THE PROPHET EZEKIEL

Ezekiel was of the land of Sarira, of

the line of the high priests, and he died

in the land of the Chaldeans during the

captivity. He prophesied much against them
that were in Judaea. The chief of the

people of Israel slew him there, for that

he was reproached by him on account of

his idolatry. And they buried him in the

field called Mavsira, in the tomb of Shem
and Arphaxad, Abraham's fathers. And the

tomb was a double cave, as Abraham in

like manner made the tomb of Sarah in

Hebron, which is called double, because

it was in a circle, and in the interior there

were two vaults, placed one above another,

the first being hidden in the rock.jtizedbyGoogle
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This prophet gave a sign to the people,

to be on the watch for the river Chobar,

that when its waters should cease to flow,

then they should expect for the sword of

desolatiouy which should come on the earth to

destroy it, and when the river should flow

again, then they should expect for their

return to Jerusalem.

This holv man dwelt within their borders

and many of the followers of the law

frequented his society. At one time on ac-

count of the multitude that gathered to-

gether around him, the Chaldeans, fearing

that the Israelites might conspire against

them, fell upon them to destroy them.

Then the prophet commanded the water to

divide itself, that they should escape to

the other side; and those of their ene-

mies who were bold enough to pursue

them, were drowned.

Even during a famine his prayers gave

them food an abundance of fish, and to

manv who were dving he entreated God

to give life.

This Ezekiel, while their enemies were

destroying the people, appeared to the

chiefs of the Chaldeans, and having by a

miracle surrounded them with darkness,

he terrified them and caused the slaughter

to cease. Digitized byGoogle
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At this time when the people of Is-

rael were saying : « We are reduced to

nothing, we have been destroyed, our

hope is over, » he, through the bones of

the dead, to which he gave life, persuaded

them that there was hope for them, in

this world as well as in the world to

<5ome.

While he was in Babylon he announced

to the people of Israel what was going

on in the temple at Jerusalem.

Once he was taken up and carried

direct into Jerusalem, as a reproach to

them that did not believe in God.

He. like Moses, saw the likeness of the

temple, the wall and the Inroad ramparts,

as it is foretold by Daniel, which shall be

rebuilt ; also the door that shall be kept

shut, and through which the Lord shall

enter, in whom all the heathen shall put

their trust.

He condemned in Babvlon the tribes of

Dan and Gad, because they transgressed

against the Lord by persecuting the follow-

ers of the law, and he wrought a great mi-

racle unto them, for their children and their

unimals, on account of their wickedness,

were bitten by serpents, luit lilzekiel saved

them from dying. He foretohl also to them.
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that the people should not return into their

land, but that thev should remain in Bab-

ylon until they gave up sinning. And he

who slew him was one of them ; for he

withstood him as long as he lived.
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There are two mss. preserved in the Ar-

menian Library of St. Lazarus, in which

this Apocryphal piece is contained.

The one is numbered 280 — 7 V, x 11

inches ; — it is a Bible, written in the year

1418, on paper, in double columns of 42

lines each. In tlie same ms. are contained

the Testaments of the XII Patriarchs, the

History of Assaneth, and other Apocrypha.

The second ms. in which the above-said

Apocrypha is found, is numbered 1260, —
7 Vt X 8 Vt inches, - and principally consists

of the Epistles of St. Xersfes, called, « The

Full of Grace, » an Armenian patriarch of

the XII century.

In this last ms. is also contained the

other piece entitled

*CONCERNTXO THE BOOKS OF SOLOMON.*
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The third portion of the Apocrypha en-

titled

' COMCERNTNO THE BOOKS OF SOLOMON *

is contained in a ms. of Miscellanea —
5 V, X 7 — inches numbered 57, and writ-

ten on paper.

QUESTIONS ADDRESSED BY THE QUEEN,

AND ANSWERS GIVEN BY SOLOMON, SON OF DAVID.

There are live mss. preserved in the Ar-

menian Library of St. Lazarus, in which

this Apocrypha is found.

A MS. of Miscellanea, -5x7 inches, -

numbered 423, written in the vear 1369,

on paper.

A second ms. of Miscellanea, — 5x7
inches, — numbered 394, written on pa-

per, but having no date.

A third ms. numbered 662, — 9x12
inches. — This contains the Chronicle of

Michael the Great, written in the year

1610. on paper.

Digitized byLjOOQIC



"206 CONC£RNINa KING SOLOMON

A fourth MS., again the Chronicle of

Michael the Great, is numbered 1023, —
8x12 inches, — and is written on paper,

but has no date. However this seems to

have been written at the end of the XVIII

-century.

The fifth MS. in which the above men-

tioned apocryphal writing is found, is again

a Chronicle of Michael the Great, — 5x7
inches, — numbered 1152 and written on

paper, without date. It seems how6ver that

it was written at the end of the XV, or

in the beginning of the XVI century.

I must note that the text contained in

these five mss., consists of two diflFerent

versions ; that of the first two mss. being older

than that of the other three. The variants

of the second version being very interest-

ing, I thought it necessary to incorporate

them in the text of the first two, of which

I give the English translation, for they

complete the sense, or make it more glear.

This apocryphal writing is a piece of

ancient literature, which is preserved only

in the Armenian mss. It has not been as

yet discovered in any other language, and

therefore it is worthy of the attention of^
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those who occupy themselves in Biblical

researclies. The idiomatic beauty of the

version shows that it must belong to a very

old period, probably to the seventh century,

consequently the origmal text, from which

it was translated, must be very old.

Considering that in no other language

exists any version of this little piece of

Apocryphal writing, people might think it

a production of some Armenian writer's

imagination. On the other hand I must point

out. that many other ancient writings of

non—Armenian authors, the originals of

which are lost, have l)een found preserved

in the Armenian ms.s. ; therefore the same

may be said of this piece.

It seems that the original text of this

Apocrypha was written in Syriac, or at

least in a Hebrew dialect mixed with Syriac.
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Moses wrote : « Thy daughter thou shalt

not give unto his son, and thou shalt not

allow thy son to become a son-in-law to

them, lest they should seduce them alter

their gods : hut thou shalt burn their altars

with fire, and break their idols. And make
not a covenant with them, for they would

not help the people as did the Gibeonites

and the house of Rahab with seventy people.

»

But Solomon took unto himsell* many
wives, even seven hundred; and was not

satisfied with them, but addressed himself to

the Gentiles, and took from the C'anaanites

tiiree hundred impure concubines, daughters

of their kings and their princes, who be-

came a scandal to himself, and a contempt

to the multitude of his wives, who were

gathered together and came unto him on

account of his wonderful wisdom ; as did that

wise woman, who came from among the

Ethiopians, to ask for the blessing of the

wise man, and to witness his wisdom, M^^i^
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which she had heard from the merchants

of king Hiram.

But he took strange wives to the great

scandal of the children of Israel. Therefore

he not only committed fornication, but even

took part in their scandalous worship. For

in spite of his wisdom he was deceived,

and gave himself up to women who con-

spired together to lead astray his soul ; so

that he even set up idols upon the mount-

ains, and publicly committed fornication

over against the holy temple and before

his enemies.
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AND ANSWERS GIVEN BY SOLOMON, SON OF DAVID.

Queen. - Whom is thy God, and to what

is he like, or what is his form?

Solomon. - My God is he who is, and

every bein^ is derived from him ; He is

superior to all beings, and has no form.

Everything is subject to change and has

its opposite; but my Lord neither suflFers

change nor has any opposite.

Queen. - How does the sphere of hea-

ven move, to the right or to the left? And
in its rotation does it make a complete

circle or not?

Solomon. - Its rotation is double.

Queen. - How?
Solomon. - The circle of the firmament

moves eastward to the right, and goes

southward toward the west, thence coming

back, northward, to the same place ; and

thus moving rapidly by force of command,

in a day and a night completes one round.

But the stars which are called planet§,
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turn westward to the left, toward the east;

and each of them, according to the high

or low position of its orbit, and according

to the extent or the sniallness of that or-

bit, completes its revolution in thirty years

as well as in thirty days, beginning from

Chronos proceeding to Sahra, that is from

Saturn to the Moon.

Queen. - Before the existence of all

creatures, where did the Creator of all

dwell? And after the destruction of all in

what place shall He dwell who is immu-
table ?

Solomon. — Before the existence of beings

the Creator dwelt in Himself, and He was
perfect in His uncreated nature, and re-

joiced in eternal good. And when the

created beings shall be no more. He as

before shall dwell in His immutability ; now
all are in Him, and then the souls of the

pure shall be in Him and He in them, lie

wiU glority and be glorified immutably

and in ever the same manner.

Queen. - Why is it that an Indian wo-

man after she has eaten a pomegranate

Solomon. - The pomegranate is cold and

moist, and the country of the Indians is

hot and dry ; but the Indian woman^ t
•^
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moist and cold ; and the woman's nature

minofling with that of the pomegranate,

Queen. — Why is it that an Indian wine-

bibber , . . . . • . ?

Solomon. - The nature of wine is hot

and dry and makes one sleepy, and so much
the more in the Indian man ; the nature

of the wine and that of the country mingl-

ing togetlier render him unproductive.

Queen. — Is \\'isdom general or partial ?

Is it natural or is it a gift?

Solomon. - It is general and partial

;

it is general as genus, and it is partial as

species. It is natural and it is a gift. As

natural it is common, especially to animated

beings. As given, it is not common but

particular. And the choice depends upon

the giver, upon whom depends also that

which is natural.

Queen. - The plant encircled itself with

a diadem, but not by nature ; and rays

with flame were fixed on it ; and it wore

a crown of glory for its unworthy sons.

Solomon. - Thou hast heard that God
appeared to Moses in the bush in a flame

of fire, and from that apparition there came

on questions and answers.
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Queen, - To an alien mother alien sons ;

murderer and fosterer of impious men; the

theft discovered, the thief escaped ; she be-

came the mother of kings by infamy.

Solomon. - Dost thou insult my father

and myself ? for Thaniar the pretended

murderer of men, by stealing from Judah

became the ancestress of our fathers.

Queen. - What is that filthy thing which

by being transformed nourishes kings, and

surrounded by clouds proceeds to . . .

• • • • •

Solomon. - It is that which from the

is changed into

the breast of the clouds, and nourishes the

kings and the poor.

Queen. - The chief-cook of the king

augments the number of the cooking-men.

and wearies himself and makes others weary

in order to give to the dishes diflFerent

savours, nevertheless the taste is one.

Solomon. - If thou hast an excellent

cook of thine own land, let )iim be added

to our thousands, hut accordinof to thv

saying, the taste is one. Nevertheless the

wicked is bitter and far away from his lord,

and waits for his judgment.

Queen. — The bride-groom is invisible,

and the wedding cannot be changed, ancL
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the bride-chamber is pure ; and the bride

falling into a violent passion, is confounded.

SoLOAK»N. — Do not insult our people

that is wedded perpetually to God through

an ineffable promise, and therefore we do not

worship alien gods ; but if we are confound-

ed, you too are confounded for adoring

the bird Thrane (Phoenix).

Solomon. - But do thou also take from

us a parable.

A strong tower, and a murderous tool,

with a triangular temple, the stones of

which are fjaietj/, its base love, and its shell

water: the lavino^ of its foundations car-

esseSy and its ceiling dancinfj, its columns joy^

its contrivance strange, its inhabitants are

not personsy and its imitation is of no use

and inconstant ; its battlements are from

it and in it ; its windows are particular

and isolated, the tools are diverse to the

construction, and its guardians are invi-

sible.

Queen. - We were told concerning thy

wisdom, but we did not know that thou

seest the secret thoughts. And now I believe

that thy God is the true God, the God of

all things visible and invisible.
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When the Lord stirred up Hadarezer,

king of Edom, to be an adversary unto So-

lomon, and after that Solomon had been

many times ill-treated and overwhelmed by

him, then he understood that the Lord's

hand was turned in eimiity against him,

and was helping his enemies, for he had

provoked God to anger through three errors

of his mind.

First, he abolished the law that was

previously written by Moses : « Thou shalt

not make marriages with the nations that

dwell around thee. »

Secondly, for having built the house of

the Lord of the cedar trees of Lebanon,

and the house of the daughter of Pharaoh

of very fine gold and of ivory.

Thirdly, because his heart turned away

after Ashtaroth, the abomination of the

Sidonians.
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And when the help of the Lord aban-

doned him, he ordered his chamberlain to

destroy with fire his books, which contained

three thousand proverbs, written through

the inspiration of the Spirit ; beginning

from the cedars of Lebanon unto the hyssop

that grows upon the wall, and including

the birds, the wild beasts, and the reptiles.

But the chamberlain took and hid part of

them, of which afterwards copies were made

by the friends of Hezekiah.

And when Solomon, makinj^: inquiries

about his command to destroy them with

fire, asked if all the books had really been

burnt, and what sign was there shewn,

the chamberlahi answered, saying : « The

flame being kindled, a burning fire went

up into heaven. » Solomon answered, saying

:

« That was the Holy Spirit who inspired

me to write them. » And melting into tears

he repented and wept bitterly. And God

counted it for penitence.
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The blessed Ephrem thus says: <c Solo-

mon the wise, after having committed sin

and departed from God through the deceits

of women, one day, while he sat in his

winter quarters, in the house of David his

father, remembered the connnand he gjive at

his dying hour, and thereupon he went into

his room and wept sore before the Lord,

and vowed that he would weep until the

door of the room should open by itself;

though there are some who say he vowed

that he would weep until the door should

be shut by itself. But the opening is a

proper sign of the opening of the door of

God's mercy, as it also happened, for the

door of the room opened by itself, and

he walked out saying to himself: « The
great number of my books is the cause

that many people are lost, for they lose

their faith in God and cease to do o^ood
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works, because they say :
' Why did he,

with so much wisdom, turn away from the

Lord, if it is good to worship Him ' ? » And
thereupon he ordered his confidants to-

bum all the books that were written by

him, which contained about eight thousand

proverbs and hymns. And they were much
grieved, and went out of his presence ; and

having consulted one another, they did not

bum them, but returned and said unto

him, that they had fulfilled his command.

And he said : « What have ve seen ? »

And they said : « Nothing. »

And he fell into a passion of anger, and

in his wrath he commanded them once more

to burn them. And they went out and did

so ; and then returning told him that all

the world was filled with light and sweet

odour, which being concentrated went up

as it were a dove into heaven and entering

therein vanished.

On hearing this Solomon's heart smote

him. he became much grieved and was

overwhelmed by the reproaches of his con-

science.

But one of the princes, favoured by God.

hid in his bosom the book which the Church

preserves in three divisions : i. e. The book

of Proverbs, The book of Compunctian^
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which is called Ecclesiastes, and The book

of Hymns, which is called The Song of

Songs. These three divisions represent the

three ages of man. However men rightly

doubt whether the book of « Love right-

eousness » be his or not.

Now in his room he found good oppor-

tunity to consider and remember his father's

command, to walk in the ways of the Lord

and in the law of Moses his servant. And
he remembered the command of his father

and the dying hour of David ; and he wept

from the bottom of his heart, and did even

bedew the chamber and his bed, in the house

of the winter-c|uarters of his kingdom. And
he himself shut the door of his room, with-

out another's help.

David wept every night, but Solomon

flooded his chamber with tears.
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THK SHORT HISrORT OF THE PROPHET ELUS

This Apocryphal writing was found in a

MS. of MisceHanea, written in the year

1627, on paper, in double columns of 21

lines each. It is the only ms. preserved in

the Armenian Library of St. Lazarus, and

is numbered 1541, — 6x8 inches. —
It is written rather in a dialect than in

the classical language of Armenia, and

therefore its composition does not seem to

be very old. Probably it belongs to the

XV or the XVI century.

As reorards its author nothing; can be

said ; nor can anything be said about the

sources from which this version was con-

structed.

Digitized byGoogle



GONGERNING THE HISTORY OF THE PRO. 223

The same must be said also «.'Oiicemiiig

the other writing, entitled :

*THB PREACHrXG OP THE PROPHET JONAH IN NINEVEH*

which is found in the same ms. of Mis-

cellanea, placed just after Elias' History,

and also written rather in a dialect than

in the literary tongue.
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HISTORY OF THE PROPHET ELIAS

EHas the Tishbite was of the lineage of the

priests, because Thisbe was a donation to

the priests. His father's name was Ason,

and that of his mother, Soupakah. At his

birth, his father and mother saw men of

tire embracing him, and wrapping him in

swaddling clothes of fire, and giving him
to eat meat of fire. Then Ason, his father,

went to Jerusalem and referred it to the

priests ; and they said unto him : <i Fear

not, for he shall dwell in light, and his

zeal shall be acceptable before the Lord,

and his command shall be an immutable

decree. »

When Elias grew in age, he put away

the pleasures of the world, and putting on

garments of skin, he retired to dwell in the

wilderness, living in celibacy and austerity,

and worshipping the living God in holiness

and with unceasing labour.
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And it came to pass that at that time

Ahab, the so?i of Omri, of the tribe of

Ephraim, reigned over the ten tribes of

Israel. And he took to wife Jezebel, the

daughter of Jubaal, king of the Sidonians,

an ungodly man, an infidel and an idolater.

And Ahab at first was a jjodlv man, but

his wife, being skilful in sorcery, deceived

him, and caused him to turn to idolatry.

He deemed of little moment the two calves

of gold that were in Dan and in Bethel,

which were made by king Jeroboam, the

son of Nebat ; but he added to his sins

and built in Samaria an altar for B^ml,

and being seduced himself, he caused the ten

tribes to fall into idolatry. And he appointed

eight hundred and fifty prophets of Baal

;

four hundred of them ate at the king's table,

and four hundred ate at Jezebel's table.

Now when Elias heard of this, he came

down from the wilderness of Mount Carmel,

and went to fight against Ahab. And Ahab

called Azan the Bethelite, and commanded
him to build the town of Jericho, which

Joshua had ruined and whose builders he

had cursed, for it was a figure of hell.

And Elias said : « Why dost thou cause

to be rebuilt the town which was cursed ? »

Ahab said : « Speak no more ; has the
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curse of Moses, your chief and leader, any
value, that the curse of his disciple should

have any? Has not Moses said? 4f ye wor-

ship idols, I will bind the heaven with ties

stronger than iron, and the earth with ties

stronger than copper, and will not allow the

heavens to give dew, nor the earth fruit '. »

And Ahab added : « I will nevertheless wor-

ship the idols; if thy faith has any power

let rain come down no more. »

When Elias heard this, his spirit was

bitter within him and he said : « As the Lord

liveth, there shall be no rain nor dew this

year, but through the word of my mouth. »

And he fell upon his knees, and imcov-

ered his head, and spake unto God : « Lord

God, with thy command I shut up heaven,

that it should give no rain until I ask it

from Thee. »

As the season was spring, the heaven

was shut up during three years and a half,

and there appeared neither cloud, nor rain,

nor dew, and all the land was desolated,

and men and beasts died from dearth.

Then the Lord said to Elias : « Arise and

go into the desert unto the torrent of Jor-

dan, and there will I feed thee by the rav-

ens, for Jezebel seeks to slay thee. » And
he went and entered into a little cavern.
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and a little water fell down by drops into

it. And Elias sat in the cavern, and two

ravens brought him bread and meat twice

a day, at the noon-day meal and at supper

;

and he ate, and of the crumbs he gave the

ravens to eat. And from whence did the ra-

vens bring the food? From Paradise? It i»

evident that God prepared it in some place,

and the ravens, by the command of God.

brought it and fed Elias. And thus he

stayed there three years.

But Elias, w^ho was zealous for the law.

transgressed the law himself; for he was

fed by the unclean ravens. However the

law-giver is not under the law; for as it

was done by the command of God it was
clean and right, and it was not accounted

unto him for sin. And the unclean raven

was the type of the mystery of the heathen,

who by passing over Jordan, were sanctified

through baptism in the mystical font, and

they were cleansed, and fed God with good

works, and through their prayer caused God
to rejoice.

And when God saw that Elias fed him-

self, but had no pity for other hungry peo-

ple. He ceased to give him bread, and caused

the water to dry up ; and so Elias remained

three days without food. Then he ^^^[^^j^^i^^oOQleigi ize y ^
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God, and the Lord said : a I will make
thee starve that thou luayest undei'stand

the suffering of hungry and starving peo-

ple. Arise and go to Ahab, and make an

end of the quarrel with him, for I will

give rain upon the earth. Thou hast no

pity, hut I have pity for my creatures, »

And Eliiis said : « Lord, I am starving

and cannot go
;
give me bread that I may

eat and go my way. »

A nd the Lord said : « I will not give

thee bread, but go thy way to the village

of Zarephath, which is in the land of Zi-

don, and there I have connnanded a widow
woman to feed thee. » But Elias hesitated:

<c If I am able to find the village, » said he,

<chow shall I find tlie house of the widow? »

And he prayed God that on entering into

the village, the widow woman should be

the flrst to meet him.

So he went and met the widow, and

observed that on account of the famine she

was consumed and wasted away, and being

covered with rags, sought and gathered

sticks. And Elias said within himself: « If

this woman had any bread, she would eat

it herself ; » — and again he hesitated. —
« But it is the Lord's command, » said he,

<( how can it but be true? » — Albeit he
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was ashamed to ask from her both water and

bread. — « Let me ask her first for water, »

said he.

And when she brought the water, then

he asked for some bread.

But she sware and said : a As the Lord

liveth, there is no bread in the house of

thy maid-servant, but an handful of meal

in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse,

and I am gathering sticks that we may
make bread to eat and then die, I and my
son. » — And she added : « Let ruin de-

solate the house of the father of Elias

;

since he shut up heaven, we, men and

beasts, are perishing from dearth. »

And Elias said within himself: « Woe
unto thee, Elias ; how do they despise thee

and the house of thv father for having shut

up heaven ! » Then he said : a I am Elias
;
go

thv wav and make the meal into bread, and

first bring some unto me as to a priest. Thus

saith the Lord : The meal in the barrel

shall not fail, neither the oil in the cruse. »

And the woman believed, and went and

made a loaf of bread, and brought, it and

fed Elias. And she returned into her house,

and saw that the barrel of meal and the

cruse of oil were tilled up again ; and she

came and welcomed Elias and took him into
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her upper room; and there Elias remained six

months. And for all that they ate, neither

the meal nor the oil failed, but the widow
saw that her barrel of meal and cruse of

oil were like a rapidly flowing spring, and

like a fruit-tree, the fruit of which men
eat, and it never fails. And like as in the

wilderness Elias fed the ravens tliat brought

him f(»od, even so here he fed those who
gave him to eat. And as the widow woman
had a lamily, whom, on account of the

famine, she had sent into an other province,

in a place where there was plenty of water^

when bread became abundant she sent for

them and fed them all through Elias.

And it came to pass that the son of the

widow fell ill and died. Then, even as

there in the valley by making the spring

dry God had caused Elias to be grieved, and

afterwards his grief was changed into joy;

so here also his grief was changed into joy,

because of the resurrection of the cluld.

And she reproached him and said : « Thou

hast entered into my house to call to re-

membrance my wickedness ; for this is as

if thou wert the cause of the death of

my son. »

And Elias said : a Lord, Thou hast af-

flicted and killed her son, and she re-
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preaches me. » — And he said unto the wo-

man : a Give me thy son ; » — and he took

the dead child, and carried him into the upper

room, and laid him upon his own bed, and

breathed upon him three times, and implored

God to let the soul of the child come again

into his body, and he caused him to come

to life again through the mystery of the

holy Trinity, as an image of Christ, who,

by the sound of the trumpet shall cause

all souls to return to their bodies. Then

he called the widow woman and gave her

back her son, alive.

And the woman said : « Now I know
trulv that thou art a man of God, » which

means: Thou canst do all that thou pleas-

est, as one that has dominion over death

and life, and is able to bind and loose

heaven.

It is said that the child, whom Elias caus-

ed to come again to life, was the prophet

Jonah ; and thus, through Elias, the name

of God was glorified among the Gentiles,

and the true power of Divinity was known
to all.

But in the house of Ahab it was not

known that Elias was there, wherefore the

Loi-d said unto him : a Go thy way and shew

thyself unto Ahab, and I will send rai'i

upon the earth. » Digitized byLjOOglC



OF THE PROPHET ELIAS 233

And he was not afraid of Jezebel ; but

first he went and shewed himself to Oba-

diah, one of Ahab's captains of fifty, who

had come out of the town and walked by

the banks of the rivers and the brooks to

find grass for the beasts, for the horses and

for the mules.

And Elias said unto Obadiah : « Go thy

way and tell of my coming to the king. »

And Obadiah said : w Why dost thou make
me guilty of death before the king ? for L
thy servant, fear the Lord. »

And Obadiah told him about the hundred

prophets whom he fed, and how he hid

them secretly in a cave during the famine ;

and how, when Jezebel knew it and would

destroy them, he removed them into another

deeper cave ; and he told him also about

the hundred prophets whom Jezebel slew.

When Elias heard this, he said : a Do

not distress thyself, I will revenge the blood

of the prophets by destroying the priests

of Baal ; but do thou go and tell the

king. »

And Obadiah said : « My lord, there is

no land, village or town, where the king

did not seek thee, and if now I go and

say, ' Behold, Elias is liere, ' peradventure

the Spirit will take thee and carry thee
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to another desert place like the bed of the

torrent, and I shall become as a liar and

guilty of death. »

And Elias said : « As the Lord liveth.

I shall not flee away nor hide myself; but

do thou go thy way and tell it. »

Then Obadiah went his way unto the

king and said : <c JJehold, Elias is here. »

When the king heard this, his spirits were

depressed and went to meet Elias. Now al-

though by his going .to meet the prophet he

honoured him, yet by the word that came

out of his mouth he despised him.

For when he saw Elias, he said : <t Whence

comest thou, thou destroyer of the house

of Israel ? »

And Elias said : « Thou and the house

of thy father are the destroyers, and thou

givest thy name unto me ! »

And then the king began to entreat him

to give rain upon the earth, and he said:

a Nay, but send thou and gather all Israel

together unto Mount Cannel. »

And when they were gathered together,

he said : « Why halt ye between two opin-

ions? If the Lord be God, follow Him ; but

if Baal be god, follow him. » — And he

added : « Let those who belong to the Lord

come unto me. »
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And there went up to Elias, seven thou-^

sand young men, saying : « We adore God^

we do not worship Baal, neither do we adore

or kiss him.)) And moreover they said: aWe
are with thee for life or for death. We take

our life in our hands to go after thee. »

And Elias said unto the king and unto

the people : « Let us otfer sacrifices, each

of us a bullock. Should fire come down
from heaven upon your sacrifice, let my
head, with those of the seven thousand, be

cut otf ; but if fire should come down upon

my sacrifice, give into my hands the pro-

phets of Baal, that I may destroy them,

and then will I loose heaven, and give rain

upon earth. »

And they said : « Let it be so. )>

So they made a covenant, and swore,,

and the king and the people made an

agreement together.

And Elias said unto the prophets of Baal

:

<t Ye are many ; do ye first otfer sacrifice. ^

And they began to build an altar, and

while they were building it, they suffered

no man to approach it ; but they dug a

secret mine, and there they hid a man with

fire, and under the wood of the sacrifice

and the brushwood, they put sulphur, and

they said unto the man : <( When we cry,.

Digitized byLjOOQIC



236 SHORT HISTORY

' Baal, hear us, ' do thou secretly set the

fire-brand under the sulphur. »

And when they had prepared the sa-

crifice, the eight hundred and fifty pro-

phets of Baal began to cry : « Baal, hear

us ! Baal, hear us through fire. »

And God revealed unto EHas their secret

artifice. And as in the upper room he prayed

and caused the soul of the child to return

unto his body, so likewise now, he prayed

secretly and caused to depart from the body

the soul of the uian who would destroy

those that believed in the true God; where-

fore he died in the pit.

Now when the man was dead, and an

hour had passed since they began to pro-

phesy falsely, Elias laughed them to scorn

and mocked them, saying : ct Cry aloud,

Baal is sleeping soundly, peradventure he

may awake ; or he is deaf, cry louder, per-

adventure he may hear ; or he is on a jour-

ney, be patient until he return. »

And they began to cut themselves with

two-edged knives, and shed much blood,

saying : « In vain we worshipped thee,

Baal ; for thy sake we hated life and loved

death, we have abandoned our home and

our kinsmen, and what profit is there of all

this, if now thou dost not hear us ? »
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And as their worship of God was false,

so their prophecy was a lie, neither had

they foreknowledge in them ; for if they

had known that their assertion would

prove a lie, and they should be destroyed

by the sword, they would not have gone

thither. And so they cried from the sixth

hour of the dav until the ninth, but there

was neither voice nor any to hear their

prayer.

And Elias took the king by the hand and

brought him and shewed him the man that

had died in the pit. Then he rebuked the

priests, saying : a Now the work is mine. »

So they went away.

Then he said unto the people : « Come
near unto me. »

And the king and the people came near

unto him.

a Behold, » said he, « there is no deceit

in me, as there is in Baal's priests. »

And Elias took twelve stones and built

an altar unto the Lord in the name of the

twelve tribes. Then he took a bullock and

cut it into twelve pieces and offered it as

a burnt offering ; and upon the altar he

put the pieces of wood, and upon them he

placed the flesh of the bullock, and about

the altar he made a trench a fathom de^p,.
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And said : « Take four barrels and bring

water. »

And they brought it, and he poured the

water upon the sacrifice, saying : « Do it

a second time. »

And they did so a second time.

And he again said : « Do it a third time.

»

And they did so a third time. And the wa-

ter filled up round about the altar like a sea.

And then he said : « Now keep away. »

So he built the altar before the people

that they might see with their own eyes,

and know that there was no guile in him.

And the water being the opposite of fire,

he showed the great power of the true God

;

and also he showed that there was no fire

concealed under the altar, like that of Baal's

prophets.

And it came to pass at the time of the

offering of the sacrifice, that Elias cried

unto God to heaven, saying : « Lord God,

hear me through fire ; I have done all these

things that Thou shouldest hear me through

fire, that this people may know that Thou

only art the true God, and that I am thy

iicrvant, and that Thou shouldest cause the

heart of this wandering people to turn again

unto Thee. »

And, behold, there was a great thunder^ .
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ing, and fire fell from heaven upon the

sacrifice, and consumed the bullock, and

the stones, and the water, and the earth

was filled with sweet odour. When the

people saw it, they fell upon their faces,

and after that, they stood up and cried,

saying : « Verily, He only is the true God.

»

And Elias said : a Take the prophets of

Baal, let none of them escape. »

And the seven thousand believers took

hold of them, and he broufj^ht them down
to the torrent Kishon, and slew them all.

After he had beheaded one hundred of

them, his hand became weary; then the

believers came, and holding the hand of

Elias, they cut off their heads. And thus he

slew the eight hundred prophets of Bjuil.

And he did not suffer othei-s to slay, lest

Jezebel should slay them ; he alone slew

them. — <(I only, » said he, <iam responsible

for their blood before Jezebel. »

And after the slaughter, he went up to

Moimt Cannel, to loose heaven, and prayed

unto God. And he said unto his servant

:

<( Look out toward the sea, westward. »

He looked, and came back saying: ((There

is nothing. »

And Elias said : « Get thee up, go again

seven times. »
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And he knelt clown before the people

and prayed unto God, that they might know
that through his prayers heaven Wtos opened,

and that he might teach the people unto

whom they should offer prayer. And he

prayed seven times, to teach them that

if the fii'st time the prayer, is not heard^

they ought not to despair, nor cease from

praying, but to persist in prayer so as to

obtain their petition.

And at the seventh time the servant said

:

a I saw a cloud like a man's hand, that

came down upon the sea and took water

out of it. »

And Elias said unto the servant: « Go
thy way, and bid Ahab prepare his chariot

and get to his house, lest the rain should

overtake him. »

And Ahab said : « My son, the sky is

clear and there is no sign of rain. »

But while they were running hither and

thither to make ready the chariot, on a sud-

den the sky became dark and the rain be-

gan to fall, and a strong wind rose, and

Ahab wept and went to his home.
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THE PREACHING OF JONAH

IN THE CITY OF NINEVEH

Nineveh was a great city in Assyria, built

by king Ninus, and called Nineveh after

his name.

Now king Ninus had a wife whose name
was Semiramis ; and he, fearing the woman
on account of her insatiable lewdness, left

the kingdom and fled into Greece. Then

Semiramis reigned fifteen years, after which

she was slain by her sons.

From Babylon to Nineveh one could go

in seven days, from the east to the west.

And the land was fertile and full of all

good things, like the land of Sodom. And
the people ate, and drank, and fattened

their bodies, for meat for the sleepless

worms. They put aside purity and law-

ful marriage , and walked after fornica-

tion. They displeased God and excited

his wrath ; but although God is pro-

voked against the sinner, yet He has pity,
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and IS unwilling to punish him ; He waits

for his conversion and repentance, accord-

ing to the saying: « I have no pleasure in

the death of the sinner, but that he should

be converted and live. » Wherefore He spared

Nineveh, and was pleased to send first a

preacher, and decreed that if it would not

be converted He would punish it.

And the Lord said unto Jonah : w Go
thy way unto Nineveh, the great city, and

there preach repentance ; for its cry is come

up before Me. »

But Jonah would not go, for two reasons

;

first, because he would not preach to other

nations, nor live among the uncircumcised.

« For if I preach, » said he, « and leave my
own tree to thirst while I water that of

others, what profit is it to me ? » — And the

second reason was: « I know, » said he,

ttthat Thou art merciful and slow to anger,

and that it repenteth Thee of the evil of man.

If I go and preach that this city is about

to be overthrown, it will repent and make
amendment, and Thou wilt not overthrow

it ; and therefore my prophecy shall have

no fulfilment, and my name shall be that

of a false prophet. »

On account of these two reasons he would

not go, but he departed to Joppa, and
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went on board a merchant-ship to flee to

Tarshish. And when he got into the ship,

the Lord God sent out over the sea a

great stomi and tempest, and every man
cried unto his god. But the sea went not

down, but it became more tempestuous.

Now Jonah had gone down into a corner

of the ship, and was sleeping and snoring.

And the men awaked him, saying: « Why
sleepest thou? Arise, call upon thy God, per-

chance He will save us that we perish not. »

But the sea did not cease from being

tempestuous, and they threw the food into

the sea, and afterwards the cargo, to light-

en the ship, but the sea was not appeased.

And thev said : « Let us cast lots and

see for whose sins this evil is upon us. »

And they cast lots, and the lot fell

upon Jonah.

And they said unto him : « What kind

of man art thou, of what nation or people

art thou ? »

And Jonah said : « I am a servant of

God, and I worship the Lord of heaven

who made the earth. »

And they were exceedingly afraid, for they

knew that he fled from the presence of

God, because he had told them, and they

said unto him : « Why didst thou do this ? »

Digitized byLjOOQIC



244 THE PREACHING OP JONAH

And they tried to bring the ship back

to the land, but they were not able, and

they said : « Be it far from Thee, Lord,

to lay to our' charge innocent blood, for

Thou hast done as it pleased Thee. »

And Jonah said : « Cast me forth into

the sea, and the storm shall cease from you.

»

And they took Jonah and cast him forth

into the sea, and the sea became calm ; and

at the same time the Lord commanded the

whale, the great dragon fish, to swallow up

Jonah.

And the men landed on the shore, and

offered sacrifices unto the Lord, and en-

treated Him to forgive their sins.

But the whale took Jonah, and went

down into the depths, and through the sea

carried him around the land of the Abyssi-

nians, and through the river of the Indians,

and brought him to the Persian Sea; and

through the Persian Sea, in a twinklings

took him to the river Sarangas, which, going

OD foot, was fifteen days' journey off. And
Jonah was in the belly of the whale three

days and three nights, and standing up
with out-stretched arms he offered up pra-

yer, remaining safe through the power

of God. And after three days the whale

brought Jonah over against the city of Xi-v^ t
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neveh, and vomited him forth upon the dry

land, three days journey from the city,

and he returned to his place. And Jonah
did not know the world so as to under-

stand that no man can flee from God, whose

Omnipotent hand reaches everywhere.

And the word of the Lord came unto

Jonah the second time, saying : « Arise, go

thy way into Nineveh, the great city, and

there preach repentance. »

When Jonah had gone three days jour-

ney, he reached the city and began to

preach, saying : « Behold, forty days more

and Nineveh shall be overthrown. »

And the inhabitants of the city saw that

Jonah's face shone brighter than the sun,

and out of his mouth came a blazing Are

;

and they ran and told it to the king, say-

ing : (( A strange man of fearful appearance

has come, and preaches in such a way. »

And the king said : « His words are true.

»

And as soon as he said so, the city be-

gan to tremble ; and at first the people

would have run away, but a cloud of fire

came down and surrounded the city like a

wall, and no one could run away.

Then the king said : w Fear not ; if that

Ood which has sent the prophet, willed our

ruin. He would have overthrown the city
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instantly, and would not have sent to us a

preacher and a prophet. But He has sent

hini for the purpose of warning us through

the preaching of the prophet, to repent of

our sinning and to make amendment. If we
put from us our sins God will turn from

us His wrath. »

And it was proclaimed throughout Nine-

veh by the king and his nobles, that no one,

man or woman, old man or child, should

taste any food during three days, nor give

the beasts pasture, nor the mothers give

the breast to the children. And all put on

sack-cloth, the king, and the nobles, and

all the city.

But the cloud became dark and full of thun-

ders, and caused lighteniugs to flash out.

And the men began to cheer up one another,

saying : « God is merciful and kind to man

;

He does not abandon his creatures. »

The children asked their mothers, <c\Vhen

is that last day coming when our city shall

be overthrown? » — The mothei-s answered

and gave to the children such a hope as

this: « God is compassionate and merciful.

He does not abandon His servants. »

And the parents said to their sons : « Pray

ye unto God, it may be that through mercy

for your sake, we also may be saved. » ^ t
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And all turned unto God with all their

hearts, and they repented of their evil doings

and said : « Peradventure God may repent

and turn away from us his auger. »

And they beat their breasts and wept

and mourned in the midst of the darkness.

And Jonah went out of the city through

the cloud of fire and suffered no harm ; and

he sat down over against the city to see the

end of it, and he was pleased to think that

the city should be overthrown and that his

prophecy should be fulfilled.

But they that dwelt in the city, during

three davs and three ni^fhts saw not one

another; but men and beasts, through fast-

ing, repentance, tears and penance, caused

to turn away from themselves the severe

punishment of the Divine wrath. And after

three days the cloud was taken up, and

the trembling cease<l, and the sun shone

forth, and the fear of death, and sadness

was removed, and men began to praise

God and offer up thanks.

And Jonah \vas grieved, and the sun

beat upon his head, so that he fainted.

And God said to Jonah : « Art thou very

grieved ? »

And Jonah said: wWas not this my say-

ing, when I still was in my own countjry ?
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For I knew that Thou art merciful and

compassionate, and that it repenteth Thee

of the evil against men. »

But the Lord was pleased to condemn in

the person of Jonah, cruelty of heart, and

therefore on the following morn a gourd

sprouted out, grew up and made a shadow

above Jonah's head. And he sat under its

shade and was relieved awhile of his grief.

And when that day was over, on the next

day, through the command of God, the earth-

worm smote the gourd, so that it withered,

and the heat beat again upon his head so

that he fainted.

And Jonah said : u It is better for me
to die than to live like this. »

And the Lord said to Jonah : « Art thou

very grieved on account of the gourd ? »

And Jonah said : « I am very grieved,

for it was my comfort. »

And the Lord said : « Thou hast had pity

upon the gourd, for the which thou hast

not laboured even an hour, which came

up in a night and in the next night per-

ished ; if the loss of a gourd, » sai<l the bene-

ficent God, c( caused thee so much trouble

and grief, how then shall I not spare the

great city of Nineveh, wherein are more than

six-score thousand people that cannot discern
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between their right hand and their left

hand, and also much cattle? Should I pun-

ish the sinners, » said the Lord, « why should

I not spare the innocent children ? Thou
art angry on account of the loss of a gourd,

how much more grieved must I be for the

loss of my creatures ? » And then Jonah

grew tender.

Then they that dwelt in Nineveh, who
through penance escaped punishment, waited

upon the prophet and worshipped and hon-

oured him as a god, and the prophet dwelt

among them six months. When he was pleas-

ed to depart, they that dwelt in the city said

unto him : a Thou art our illuminator, our

burning lamp and sun, do not leave us,

do not go away from us, lest the darkness

of sin and irreligion should again surround

us. If thou art not pleased to live with us,

take us with thee. »

But he was not pleased to remain with

them, nor to take them away with him,

alleging as a pretext the hurtfnliie.ss^ of the

countrv. «The bread of our land is hurtful^.))

said he, a any man that eats it, is seized

^ith colic, and cannot be holpen. »

1-2. The Armenian text has annual {mmph^mit) which
gives no sense to the phrase; wherefore I thought it

better to translate it by hurtful and Juirtfulness,

Digitized byLjOOQIC



260 THE PREACHING OF JONAH

Then they wept and went after the pro-

phet, and affectionately sent him on his

way, deeming the nation and the people of

Israel happy.

And the prophet would not take them

away with him, lest the Syrians should

know their disgrace, that is the irreligion

and the dissensions of the people of Israel.

And Jonah did not go to his own coun-

try, but he took his mother and went and

sojourned in the land of Ishmael ; « For, )v

he said, <(iu this way I shall remove my re-

proach, for having lied in prophesying

against the city of Nineveh. »

And his mother died on the way, and he

buned her near the oak-tree at Rouffel.
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GORGERNlNe THE PROPHET JERBlliH

FROM THE BOOK OF BARUCH

This Apocryplial writing is found in the

MS. numbered 345 — 5x7 inches, —
written in the year 1220. on paper.

The same writing is also contained in

another ms. numbered 144, — 13 x 20 V,

inches, — which is made up of a Collec-

tion of Homilies, written on paper, in

double columns of 36 lines each, without

date. This text differs much from the

other in its variants as well as in its title,

being entitled, « History of the holy

Prophet Jeremiah and his disciples Baruch

AND Abimelech, » and was published sepa-

rately, and therefore I also give its English

version separately.

A third text of the same subject was

published separately from the two above

mentioned, in the Armenian edition of

Apocrypha; this was found in another

Annenian ms., numbered 920, written in
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the year 1456, and preserved in the Ar-

menian Library at Etchmiadzin, in Russian-

Armenia. The title of this text also differs

from the two aforesaid, it being* — a From
THE Book op Paralipomena - Which I found

IN THE Books of the Greeks. » — It is clear

that this has been translated from the Greek

text. Of this also I give a separate English

translation, as I presume it will be inter-

esting on account of its variants.

There is another ms. preserved in the

Armenian Library of 8t. Lazarus, in which

this writing concerning Jeremiah is found

;

but it has not been taken into considera-

tion by the copyist of the Annenian text.

This writing « Concerning the prophet

Jeremiah, » is supposed to have been com-

posed from an original Hebrew text, which

probably was in existence more than an

hundred years B. C, and to which, in the

following centuries, additions were made

bv Christian hands.
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JEREMIxVH

FROM THE BOOK OF BARUCH

When the Chaldeans were preparing to

hesiege Jerusalem, the Lord spake unto

Jeremiah, saying: « Jeremiah, my chosen,

go thy way out of the city, thou and Ba-

ruch the reader ; for I am going to let the

sons of Israel to be carried away captives, on

account of the multitude of their sins. Now
make haste and go out before the Chal-

deans come. »

Jeremiah said : « Why, Lord, dost thou

deliver up this thy chosen city, into the

hands of the Chaldeans, and the king and

his troops shall pride themselves, saying:
' We have overcome the holy city of God ?

'

Do not this, Lord ; but if Thou art high-

ly provoked against us, let it be overthrown

by Thy hands. »

The Lord said : « Neither the king nor

Digitized byLjOOQIC



THE HISTOEY OP THE PEOPHET

JEREMIAH

AND OF HIS DISCIPLES BARUCH AND ABIMELECH

When God determined to deliver up Jeru-

salem into captivity, he spake unto Jeremiah,

saying : « Go thy way out of the city, thou

and Baruch thy scribe ; for I am about to

deliver up into captivity the city of Jerusa-

lem, and the children of Judah. »

Jeremiah said : « Far be it from thee,

Lord, do not this thing. But if thy

wrath be great against us, Lord, let our

city be overthrown by thine own hand,

and let not those be extolled who hate Thee,

and who are our enemies. »

And the Lord said : a Make thou haste
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his troops shall be able to go into the city

until I open its door. Do thou go and tell

it unto Banich, and at midnight get upon

the walls and I will show thee that without

me they cannot take the city. »

And Jeremiah arose and quickly went

to Baruch and told him all these things.

And they both went together and entered

into the temple of the Lord ; they rent their

garments, and cast dust upon their heads,

and greatly sighed and mourned. And at

the sixth hour of the night they went to

the wall, and on a sudden there was heard

the sound of a trumpet ; and they saw an-

gels coming down from heaven, holding

lighted lamps in their hands, and making
a ring round about the walls.

And Jeremiah and Baruch said : « Now
we recognize that the word Thou hast said^

is true. » And lifting their eyes up to heaven

they said : « Now we perceive that Thou

hast delivered up tliis city into the hands

of the enemv. What dost Thou command
us to do with the precious vessels of the

service of Thy temple? »

And the Lord said: «Take them yourselves

and conceal them under ground, and say:

« Hearken, thou earth, to the voice of

thy Creator, and take and keep the holv
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and tell it iinto Baruch, and at midnight

go ye both your way out unto the wall, and

I will show you what is going to happen
;

for they shall not be able to do anything

without me. »

And Jeremiah arose and departed quickly^

and told everything unto Baruch the scribe.

And they went together and entered into

the temple of the Lord, and rent their gar-

ments, and A^nth many sighs they fell before

the Lord, and cast dust upon their heads;

and then they arose and went upon the wall.

And all of a sudden the sound of a trum-

pet was heard, and they saw the angels of

God, coming down from heaven with light-

ed lamps, and making a circle round about

the wall.

Then Jeremiah and Baruch lifted their

eyes towards heaven, saying : « Behold,

Lord, we understand that Thou hast deli-

vered up this our city into the hands of our

enemies ; what shall we do with the vessels

of the altar of thy sanctuary? »

And the Lord said: « Take thou them,

Jeremiah, and bury them in the earth, and

say : w Hearken, thou earth, to the words of

thy Creator, and take and keep the ve
Digitizer"
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vessels of the Lord's temple, until the com-

ing into it of the Beloved One. »

Jerepiiah said : « Tell uie what shall I

do with Abimelech the Ethiopian, to whom
I am very grateful ; for he brought me out

of the pit of iuire, and I am not pleased

that he should see the destruction of this

Thy holy city, and that it should grieve

him. »»

And the Lord said : « Send him to the

village of Agrippa, and I will hide him un^

til I make the people return from captivity

into this city. And thou, go thy way after

the people into Babylon, but let Baruch

reiuain in this city, and 1 will take care

of him. »

And the Lord having said this went up

into heaven ; and Jeremiah and Baruch went

into the sanctuary of God, and they took

the vessels destined for the service of the

temple, and hjd them underground, and

instantly the earth swallowed them up. And
they both sat and did mourn greatly.

And in the morning Jeremiah said unto

Abimelech : « Take a fruit-basket and go

thy way to the village of Agrippa, by the

road of the mountains, and bring green

figs for the people who are ill, and the

hand of the Lord will shelter thee. » r^^^^T^
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of the Lord's temple, until His coming from

heaven. »

Jeremiah said : « I beseech thee, Lord,

show me what I shall do with Abimelech

the Ethiopian? For I owe much to him, be-

cause he brought me out of the pit of mire,

and I am not willing that he should see

the destruction of Thy holy city. »

And the Lord said : a Let him go to the

village of Agrippa, and there will I hide him,

until the people shall return from captivity

to this city. And go thou thy way after

thy people into Babylon, and let Baruch

remain in this city, and I will take care

of him. »

And the Lord having said this, urged Je^

remiah to do all that He had commanded. And
Jeremiah and Baruch went into the temple

and took the vessels and buried them in

the earth, and instantly the earth swallow-

ed up the holy vessels ; and Jeremiah and

Baruch sat down to weep and pray.

And on the next day Jeremiah said unto

Abimelech : « My son, take the fruit-basket

and go thy way to the village of Agrippa,

and bring thence green figs for the sick

people that are with us, and may the

Lord's hand preserve thee. »
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So Abimelech departed with the fruit-

basket, according as Jeremiah commanded
him. And lo, the troops of the Chaldeans

arrived and fonued a ring round about the

city of Jerusalem. And the angel of the

Lord sounded the trumpet, saying: « Go
into that city, all ye troops of the Chaldeans,

for, behold, all the doors have been opened

unto you, and take into captivity all the

people of Jerusalem, m

And Jeremiah ran and shut up the

temple of the Lord, and took the keys,

and going out of the city, threw them to-

wards the sun, and weeping, he said : «Take

unto thee and keep the keys of the Lord's

temple, imtil God shall ask for them. We
are not worthy to keep them. »

And the Chaldeans entered into the city

of Jerusalem, and they plundered all the

treasures, and made the children of Israel

captives, and carried them away into Ba-

bvlon ; and Jeremiah went after them.

But Baruch, with great mourning, putting

dust upon his head, went and dwelt alone

among the tombs; and the angel of the

Lord appeared unto him every day and

gave him comfort.

And Abimelech went and gathered figs.
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And 80 Abimelech departed. And behold,

the troops of the Chaldeans came and made

a circle ronnd about the city of Jerusalem,

and they entered into the city on all sides,

and made a prey of everything, and shed

much blood, and threw the bodies of holy

men round about the city to be eaten by the

beasts and the birds, and there was no man
to bury them. And they took captives of the

children of Judah and of all Israel, and

carried them into Babvlon.

And Jeremiah threw the fire of the tem-

ple into a pit, and the key he threw into

the sun-light, saying; : « Take and keep

them yourselves by the command of your

Creator. »

Then Jeremiah went after the captives

into Babvlon, and Baruch went out of the

city with great mournin**-, and dwelt alone

amongst the tombs ; and the angel of the

Lord appeared unto him every day, and

comforted him.

And while Abimelech was bringing: the
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and when he carried them, he felt con-

sumed by burning heat^ and retired to rest

under the shadow of a tree. And being

much fatigued, he bent down his head and

laid it upon the fruit-basket and fell a-

sleep ; and thus he remained asleep sixty^ix

years. Arid according to the command of

the Lord God^ as long as the children of

Israel remained in Babylon, he did not

awake.

But sixty-six years after he awaked and

said: « I slept a little and sweetly, and I

feel my head heavy, because I have not

taken my fill of sleep. »

Then he opened the fruit-basket and found

the figs still green, for the milk still drop-

ped down from them, and he said: «' If I

sleep again, I fear I may be late, and Je-

remiah my father may be angry with me^

for he bid me hasten to carry the figs for

the sick people. »

So he arose and took up the fruit-basket

and went on his way- And when he ar^

rived at Jerusalem he did not recognize

the city, and did not find the house of

Jeremiah, nor any of his acquaintances,

and said: « Blessed be God, I fell into a

great trance, and I have gone astray, as I

came by the road of the mountain, being
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figs, on the way he felt very hot on account

of the burning heat, and he sat down under

a tree to rest, for he was very fatigued.

And he put his head upon the basket, and
slept a sleep of sixty-eight years, and did

not awake.

And when he awoke he said : « I slept

a little verv calnilv and very sweetlv. »

Then he opened the basket and saw the

figs were green, and the milk still dropped

from them, and he said : « I feel my head

heavy, for I have not been satisfied with

sleep ; but if I sleep a little more, I am
afraid I shall be late, and Jeremiah, the

prophet, will be angry with me for bein^

so late, for he sent me to-day to get figs

for the sick people. »

And he arose and took the basket, and

went on his way ; but he did not recognize

the city nor the way ; nay, he did not see

any people whom he knew in the afore

time, and he said : « May God be praised,

then I have gone astray ! »
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drowsy through sleep ! And how dare I

say to Jeremiah that I have slept and gone

astray in my path? »

So he went again out of the city, and

observed the landmarks and recognized

them. Again he entered into the city and

found no one, and he looked earnestly.

And again out of tlie city went he, and

putting down the fruit-basket sat on the

ground, and through the Spirit of God
having seen an old man, he asked liim.

saying : « What city is this ? »

And he said : « Jerusalem. »

And Abiuielech said : « And where is

Jeremiah, the priest of tiod, and Baruch

the reader, and all the people of this city,

for I did not find anv of them? »

The old man said : « Art thou one of

this city, and dost thou remember Jeremiah

after so long a time has . passed by ? for Je-

remiah went a captive with the people into

Babylon, when they were carried away by

Nebuchadnezzar, king of the Babylonians.

»

Abimelech said : « Since thou art an

old man, it is not seemly to abuse thee,

but it is only a little while since Jere-

miah sent me to the village of Agrippa. to

gather some figs for tlie sick. Look at the

figs, they are still green and the milk drops
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And having seen an old man, he said

unto him : « What citv is this ? »

The old man said : « This city is Jeru-

salem. »

Abimelech said : w Where is Jeremiah,

the prophet and the priest? »

The old man answered : u Brother, thou

art out of thy senses and art mad, or thou

thinkest that we are mad ! Jeremiah, after

whom thou askest, has gone to Babylon

with the sons of the king that were taken

<;aptive. »

Abimelech said : « If thou wert not an

old man i would despise thee ; for Jeremiah

.sent me to-day to get figs for the sick peo-

ple ; and now look, the figs are still green,

and the milk still drops from them. And I

.slept only a little on the way, and was not
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down from them. I slept a little while on

the way under a tree, and was not satis-

fied with sleep, but hastened to come back

;

and thou sayest that the people and Jere-

miah are gone captives to Babylon ! >»

And he drew out the figs and showed

them to him.

And when the old man saw them, he

said : <c My son, thou art a righteous man,

and God was not pleased to show thee

the destruction of this city, but caused

a trance to come upon thee. Know, my son,

that it is sixty years since this city was

besieged, and they carried Jeremiah and

the people to Babylon. Look, my son, this is

not the time of figs, the trees have no leaves

as yet, this being the month of Nisan. »

And Abimelech lifting up his hands^

said : <c Blessed be the God of heaven and

earth, who everywhere and always giveth

rest to the righteous. »

Then he took out a fig and gave it to

the old man.

And Abimelech prayed to God, and the

angel of the Lord took hold of his right

hand and put him, with the fruit-basket,

in the tomb where Baruch was, and on

seeing one another, they were seized with

fear, and thev embraced and kissed each

other and wept sore.
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satisfied with sleep, but hastened my re-

turn.

And he took out the figs add shewed

them to him.

And on seeing the figs, tlie old man said

:

« My son, thou art a righteous man^ Where-

fore God was not willing that thou shouldest

see the destruction of this city ; and He
brought upon thee a sleep, and covered

thee in the shadow of his arms. Know, my
son, that it is sixty-eight years since this

city was taken captive ; and lo^ observe*

my son, that it is winter, and it is not

the time of figs. »

And Abimelech lifted up his voice and

said : « Blessed be God, who evergiveth rest

to righteous men. »

And taking one oi the fi*^s he gave it

to the old man.

.

And through the inspiration of the angel

of God, he went to Baru<:h the scribe, and

they embraced one another and wept ; and

then they sat down and spake to each

othet.
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And Banicb, having seen the figs green,

as they still dropped down milk, prayed,

saying : a Blessed be the Lord God who
rewards His beloved ones. He has prepared

for thee, my soul, a reward, and my
heart shall rejoice, for my mourning has

been turned into joy. This is the sixly-

sixth year since these figs have been ga-

thered and they are not corrupt, but they

drop down milk as if they had been cut

down from the tree this same day. »

And having finished these words, Baruch

said unto Abimelech: a Let us pray God

that He should show to us, what we may
do that this wonderful thing may reach

the ears of Jeremiah and of the people. »

And the prayer being over, an eagle

appeared unto them and sat upon a tree,

and speaking in a man's voice, he said

:

a Hail, thou Baruch, the chosen of God. »

Baruch answered : « May He be blessed,

who sends thee ; tell us, for what thou

art come? »

And the eagle said : <i That thou shouldest

send by me to Jeremiali the wonderful

thing that has been wrought. »

And Baruch wrote upon a roll, and fas-

tened upon it seventeen figs, then tied them

about the neck of the eagle and said : u Go
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And on seeing the figs, Baruch said

:

« Mav God be blessed, who loves them that

fear Him, and preserves them. »

And Baruch said : « How can we make
known these wonderful things \o Jeremiah

the priest? »

And while he was saying this, behold,

an eagle came and sat upon a tree opposite

to them. Then Baruch wrote these wonders,

and in the same paper wrapped up fifteen

figs, and fastened them upon the neck of

the eagle and said : « Go thy way and carry

this to Jeremiah, the priest of God, in Ba-

bylon, and return again and bring us an

answer. »
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thy way ancj carry this answer to Jereuiiah

and to the captive people, the children of

Israel, and return and bring us an answer.

»

And the eagle took his flight and went

peacefully to Babylon, and sat upon a

tree outside the town. And Jeremiah, at the

head of many people, men and women,
was coming out to bury their dead ; for he

had solicited from the king some place for

the people outside the city.

And when they came near to the tree,

the eagle pried out in a human voice, say-

ing : w I say unto thee, Jeremiah, servant

of God the Most Higli ; hear the message

of God, which Baruch and Abimelech have

sent unto thee. »

And when they heapd the voice of the

^aglp, they sent up praise unto God. And
the eagle cawe down upon the dead, beating

his face with his wings, and instantly the

dead arose up. And all the people were

sore afraid and said that God, as through

Moses, so through this eagle has appeared

imto us.

And the eagle said to Jeremiah : « Loose

the roll from my neck, and read it to the

people ; look also at the green figs. »

And when he had done with the read-

ing, the people said unto Jeremiah : «Now
command us, what shall we do? » Digitized byCjOOgle
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And the eagle took his flight and went

to liabylon, and sat upon a tree which was
near the tombs.

And behold, Jeremiah the prophet was

coming with a multitude of people to bury

one dead of the children of Israel. Then

the eagle flew down upon the dead man
and beat his face with its wings, and in-

stantly the dead man came again to life,

at which the people being wonderfully as-

tonished, gave praise unto God.

And when they saw the letter upon the

neck of the eagle, they took it and read

it, and were enrajptured. And Jeremiah

wrote to Baruch an answer, and told him

of the sufferings they had endured in B^r
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Jeremiah said : « Fulfil the command-
ments of the Lord God, and He will quick-

ly carry us into Jerusalem, our city.

And Jeremiah nTote unto Baruch and
unto Abimelech a letter before all the peo-

ple, in which he related all the suflFerings

that Nebuchadnezzar had caused them, and

fastened it about the neck of the eagle.

The eagle took his flight and went to Ba-

ruch and Abimelech. And they took the

letter and read it and wept a great deal

wiien they knew the torments and the suf-

ferings of Jeremiah and the people.

And Jeremiah took the green figs and

gave them to the sick ones to eat, and they

were healed, and he commanded the people

to abstain from the abominable meats of

the heathen.

Then God commanded the people to depart

from Babylon, and they departed peacefully.

And when Baruch and Abimelech saw
them, they took hold of the feet of Jere-

miah and worshipped him. And they kissed

one another, and offered praise unto God

with all thankfulness ; and during eight

days they offered sacrifices unto God. And
on the tenth day Jeremiah alone offered

sacrifice, and prayed to God. and his mind

was exalted, and he said: « Holy, holy.
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bylon from ungodly men ; and he fast-

ened it upon the neck of the eagle, who
took his flight and came to Baruch. And
Baruch took it and read it, and when they

heard of the sufferings of the people, they

wept sore.

And Jeremiah took the figs and gave

them to the sick people, and instantly they

recovered.

And on the same days Jeremiah and the

people returned to Jerusalem. There they

arrived with great joy, and for ten days

they offered up sacrifices with thanksgiving.

And the sacrifices being over, Jeremiah

prayed to God so earnestly that his mind

was raised up into heaven, and he said :

<c Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Hosts, living

Tree and true Light, that enlightenth me
when I come unto Thee. »

And thus having spoken, he fell like a

dead man, so that Baruch and Abimelech

tliought he was dead.
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Holy true Light tliat hast enlightened lac

when I came unto Thee.» And as soon as

he said this, he fell upon his face on the

ground, like one dead. And Baruch and

Abimelech thought he was dead, and they

wept sore, and tliey cast dust upon their

heads, and the people gathered together to

bury him. But a voice came unto them,

saying: <c Bury not the living one. » So

they left him three days.

And then Jeremiah opened his eyes and

got up, and in a loud voice said : « Give

blessing unto God, and unto liis Sou the

Anointed One, our Awakener. For He is the

inextinguishable Lamp, and the Life of faith.

Who after two hundred and seventy-five

years, and some days, shall come upon

the earth. He is the Tree of life which was

planted in the midst of the Garden, and

which shall reader fruitful the trees that

bear no fruit. He shall cause Jordan to be-

come white like wool and like snow; He
shall grant His blessing to the isles, and

through the words that come out of the

mouth of Christ, they shall bring forth fruits.

And He shall go in and out, and shall

choose twelve apostles to spread the good

tidings among the heathen. — He, vchom I
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Then they rent their garments, and the

people were preparing to bury Jeremiah,

but a voice came unto them, saying : <c Bury

not the living one. »

Then they left liim three days.

Afterwards, Jeremiah opened his eyes, and

ai'ose and stood up, saying in a loud voice

:

« Do ye all with one accord give praise

unto God, and unto his Son the Anointed

One, who causes us to awake, for He is

the life of the dead. Now, three hundred

and seventy-five years more, and the Tree

of life shall come upon earth, and shall

cause the unfruitful trees to bear fruit. »

And in those days many of the remnant

of the people went down into Egypt ; Jere-

miah the prophet also went down with them,

and dwelt in Taphnas. And there he pro-

phesied, that the Lord should come from

heaven upon earth, and that He should

choose from among men twelve apostles,

who should preach his tidings among the

Gentiles.
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have seen adorned by my father ^^ — shall

come upon earth to satisfy the hungry peo-

ple. »

And when the people heard these words^

they were angry, and said : a These are the

woixls that Isaiah, the son of Amos, spake,

when he said :
' I saw God and His Son.

*

Let us not slay him like as we slew Isaiah

^

but let us stone him. »

And Baruch and Abimelech were filled

with much grief, for they wished to hear

the secret mysteries that he had seen.

And Jeremiah said unto them: « Weep
not, and be not grieved, for they shall not

slay me until I have told you all. »

And he added : « Bring a large stone. »

And they brought it.

And Jeremiah said : « Lord God, Light

of the true knowledge, Ray without shadow,

hear me, and make of this stone a man in

my likeness, until I have told Baruch and

Abimelech all the mvsteries that Thou hast

revealed unto me. »

Then by God's commandment the stone

became a man in the likeness of Jeremiah^

1. Literal translation, the meaning of which is impos-

sible to understand, perhaps it may be « foretold by my
father.

»

r^ \
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Now when the people heard this, they

were provoked to anger, and said : « These

are the words that Isaiah spake, that 'he saw

God and His Son. ' Come, let us slay Jere-

miah, but not as we slew Isaiah. Let us

rather stone him with stones. »

And Baruch and Abimelech were sorely

grieved, for they were desirous to hear from

Jeremiah the secret mystery he had seen;

so they wept bitterly.

But Jeremiah said unto them : « Weep
not, and be not grieved, for they cannot

slay me ere I have told you everything.

Do ye bring to me a large stone. »

And they brought it.

Then Jeremiah said : « Lord God, New
Light of Israel : make this stone to be like

me, until I have told unto Baruch and unto

Abimelech, all the mysteries Thou hast re-

vealed unto me. »

And, through the will of God, the stone

became as a man in the likeness of Jere-
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and the people began to cast stones at the

stone, thinking that it was Jeremiah him-

self. And Jeremiah told everything, and

Baruch wrote it in his book. And then Jere-

miah went and halted among the people.

And the stone raised its voice, saying

:

n Mad and foolish, children of Israel, why
do ye stone me, a stone, thinking that I

am Jeremiah ? Behold, Jeremiah is standing

among you ! »

And the stone once more became a mass

of rock. And when the people saw Jeremiah,

they all ran upon him and stoned him.

And Jeremiah was put to death by them on

the first day of May. And Baruch and Abi-

melech buried him, and set up the stone

upon his tomb, and they wrote upon it,

that (( This stone came to the assistance of

Jeremiah. »

And some time afterwards, Nephtali, a

king of Alexandria, removed the bones

of Jeremiah into Alexandria, and around

the walls of the city buried with honour

each one of the bones ; and all the croco-

diles that were hurtful things died, and those
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miah; and the people thinking that it was

Jeremiah himself began to stone it. Mean-

while Jeremiah told everything to Baruch

and Abimelech, and then he went and

stood among the people.

Then the man of stone cried out in a man's

voice, saying : « Ye foolish ones ! Behold.

Jeremiah stands amongst you, why do ye

stone meV »

And again it turned to a stone. Then

the crowd having seen Jeremiah, stoned

him ; and he knelt down to pray, and to

entreat for the pardon of those who stoned

him. Thus he was put to death in that

place, and was buried by his disciples Abi-

melech and Baruch, who placed the stone

upon his tomb, as a witness of the martyr-

dom of the prophet, and upon it they

wrote, that this was the stone that came to

the assistance of Jeremiah, and was stoned

with him.

And tlie Egyptians greatly honoured and

exalted Jeremiah, because they were bene-

fitted by him, and through him they had

found the mercy of God. For, while he was
living, he through his prayers, destroyed

the asp, and the crocodile, the wild beast
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who saw the wonders gave praise unto

God. Amen.
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that lives in the water, both of which caused

much flamage to the inhabitants of the

countrv.

. liut Alexander, the Macedonian king, hav-

ing learned those wonders, removed the relics

of the prophet into Alexandria, his city,

and there he laid them with pomp and great

honour. And by the walls of the city, he

placed with honour one of the ribs of the

holy prophet, and there also the asps and

the crocodiles were destroyed.

Jeremiah gave a sign to the l^]gyptians

that their idols should be shaken and fall

down, and go to pieces, by reason of an In-

fant born of a Virgin, the Saviour of Israel.
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FROM THE BOOK OF

PARALIPOMENA

WHICH I FOUND IN THE BOOKS OF THE GREEKS.

And it came to pass when the children

of Israel were made captives by the king

of the Chaldeans, God spake unto Jeremiah,

saying: « Jeremiah, My chosen one! arise

and get thee out of this city, thou and

Baruch, for I am about to destroy it on

account of the multitude of the sins of them

that dwell in it. Because your prayers re«

main among them like a pillar, and sur-

round them like a wall, arise ! and go out,

before the troops of the Chaldeans shall

encompass it. »

And thus spake Jeremiah : « I entreat

Thee, Lord, permit Thy servant to speak

before Thee. )>

And the Lord said : « Speak, Jeremiah,

my chosen. »

And Jeremiah spake, saying : « Lord,
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Almighty ! Thou deliverest up this Thy
chosen city, into the hands of the Chaldeans

!

and the king that prides himself upon the

multitude of his troops, shall say :
' I have

overcome the holy city of God. ' Not so,

Lord, but let it be Thy will to de-

stroy it with Thine own hand! »

And the Lord said unto Jeremiah: a Be-

cause thou art my chosen one, arise and

go thy way out of this city, thou and Ba-

ruch, for I am about to destroy it on ac-

count of the multitude of the sins of them

that dwell in it. But neither the king, nor

his troops can enter into it, unless 1 open

its doors. Arise and go unto Bai-uch and

tell him this thing ; and in the sixth watch

of the night, go ye up to the wall of the

city, and 1 will shew you, that unless 1

destroy tlmt city, no one can enter into it.

»

And the Lord, having said this unto Je-

remiah, departed from him.

And Jeremiah ran and told the words to

Baruch; and they went into the temple of

God. And Jeremiah rent his garments, and

put ashes upon his head.

And when Baruch saw that he had put

ashes upon his head, and had rent his gar-

ments, he cried out with a loud voice, saying:

« Jeremiah, my father, what has happeaed t
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unto thee, or what sin have the people

committed? »

For it was the custom of Jeremiah, when
the people had committed a sin, to put

ashes upon his head, and to offer up prayer

for the sake of the people, until their sin

was pardoned.

And Baruch added, saying : a Let us i-end

our hearts and not our garments, and in-

stead of water let our tears come down and

give us drink ; for God is unwilling to have

mercy upon His people, w

And Jeremiah said : « God is about to

deliver up this city into the hands of the

king of the Chaldeans, and will lead the

people captive unto Babylon. »

And when Baruch heard this, he rent his

garments and said: « Jeremiah, my father

!

who has told thee so? »

And Jeremiah said : « Remain with me
until the sixth watch of the night, and

thou shalt know that this thing is true. »

x\nd they remained together before the

altar and wept, and their clothes were rent.

And it came to pass abont the sixth watch,

as the Lord had commanded Jeremiah,

they, together, Jeremiah and Baruch, went

up to the wall of the city. And lo, a voice

was heard like the sound of a flute, and^ ,
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angels came down from heaven, and in their

hands were lamps, and they placed them

upon the wall of the city.

When Jeremiah and Barucli saw them,

they wept, saying : « Now we understand

that this thing is true. » And Jeremiah

entreated the angel, saying: u Destroy not

this city, until I speak unto the Lord. »

And the Lord commanded the angel,

saying: « Destroy not this city, until Jere-

miah, my chosen, has spoken. »

Then Jeremiah spake, saying : « I entreat

Thee, Lord, permit me to speak before

Thee, n

And God said : « Speak, Jeremiah, my
chosen. »

And Jeremiah said : « Lord, I know
that Thou art about to deliver up this city

into the hands of its enemies, and thev

shall carry the people unto Babylon. Tell

me I pray Thee, what is Thy pleasure con-

cei-ning the furniture of Thy holy altar? »

The Lord said unto him : « Take it and

bury it under the earth, and say unto her:

' Hearken, thou earth, unto the voice of

thy Creator, — and let the watei\ tchich

has sealed zip the seventh ej^ochj and there-

after shall take away thine ornament, be a
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imtness^ ^ — keep the furniture of the altar

until the coming of the Beloved One. ' »

And Jeremiah spake, saying : « I beseech

Thee, Lord, make me to know what I shall

do with Abimelech the Ethiopian for his

kindness towards me, Thy servant ? It is he

that has brought me out of the miry pit,

and I am grieved that he should see the

destruction of this city and its defilement.

Have pity upon him that he be not grieved.

»

And the Lord said unto Jeremiah: aSend

him away, unto the village of Agrippa,

and I will hide him under the shadow of

the mountain, until the time that I shall make

the people to return to this city. And thou,

go thy way with the people into Babylon,

and remain with them and preach unto

them My words, until I cause them to return

into this city. But let Baruch remain here

until 1 speak with him. »

Then the Lord, having spoken thus to

Jeremiah, returned into heaven.

And Jeremiah and Baruch went into the

sanctuary, and they took the furniture of

the altar and buried it under the earth, as

the Lord spake unto them, and the earth

1. This senteuoe is rather unintelligible in the Arme-
nian text. ^ I
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swallowed it up, and they sat down to-

gether and wept.

And on the next day Jeremiah sent unto

Abimelech saying : « Take a basket and go

thy way into the village of Agrippa by the

road of the mountain, and bring some figs

for the use of the sick among the people,

that suflfer froiu redness, and may the glory

of the Lord be upon thy head. »

And having said this, he sent him away.

And upon the next day the troops of the

Chaldeans came down upon the city of Je-

rusalem and made a circle round about it.

And an angel sounded a trumpet, saying

:

a Ye strong ones of the Chaldeans, behold

the doors of the town are open unto you.

Go ye into it, great army, and make

captive all them who dwell in it. »

And Jeremiah took the key of the temple

and went out of the city, and threw it

upon the ground in the sight of the Sun,

and buried it, saying: « I say unto thee,

earth, take the key of the temple of God,

and keep it until the day that the Lord

shall ask thee for it. »

And Jeremiah wept and went after the

people, whom the king of the Babylonians

carried into Babylon. And Baruch also put

ashes upon his head and wept, and wont
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his way sighing and saying : <c Jerusalem

was defiled because the people were prone to

sin, but let not the ungodly boast and say

:

' We overcame and took the city of God
with our troops. ' It is because of our

sins that God has delivered her into your

hands. But God will have pity upon us

and shall make us return into our citj%

but He will destroy you. Blessed be our

fathers, Abraham and Isaac, and Jacob,

who departed from this earth and did not

see the defilement of this city. »

Then Baruch went out of the city, weep-

ing and crying: w On account of thy sin,

Jerusalem, I leave thee, m — And he sat

upon a tomb and there he remained, and

the angels came to tell him the Lord's

command concerning him.

Now while Abimelech carried the figs and

went on his way, he was overcome by the

great heat and stopped under a tree to rest

awhile under its shadow; and he leaned

.
his head upon the basket, in which the figs

were, and fell asleep. And there he re-

mained asleep sixty-six years. And after

this he awoke out of his sleep and said :
—

« I sweetly slept a while, but my head is

hea\ y, for my sleep has not refreshed me.

»

Then he beheld the figs, the milk of which

Digitized byLjOOQIC



FROM THE BOOK OF PABALIFOMSNA 289

was dropping down, and said : « I would

sleep yet a little more ; but I fear if I be

late to go on, Jeremiah, my father, may
chide me. So let me arise and depuii; from

this excessive heat. Neither to-day's heat,

nor my judgment, shall hinder me. »

And he arose and took the basket with

the figs, and put it upon his shoulders,

and entered into Jerusalem, but he knew
it not, neither his house, nor the place

where it stood ; neither could he find any

of his kinsfolk. Then he said : w Blessed

be the Lord! I am greatly astonished this

day. This is not the city. I have gone astray.

I came by the road of the mountain, and

as my head was still heavy with sleep, for

I had not taken my fill of it, perchance I

went astray and lost the road ; how shall

I confess to Jeremiah that I went astray? »

And Abimelech went out of the city and

looked searchinglv about it to see if he

could find some landmark which he knew.

Then he said : « This is not the ci^y,

I have g(»ne astray. » And again he eht-

ered the city and sought for his kins-

folk, but he was not able to find any of

them, and said : <c Blessed be God, I feel

greatly afraid. » Then he departed from

the city, grieved in his heart, and not
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knowing which way to go, he put down
the basket, saying : « I will sit down here

until this fear shall depart from me. »

And while he sat, he saw an old man
coming up from the field, and Abimelech

said unto him : « Tell me, thou old man,

what city this is ? »

And the old man said unto him : a This

is Jerusalem. »

And Abimelech said unto him : a Where

is Jeremiah, the priest, and Baruch the

scril^e. and all the people which dwelt in

this city? For I find none of them. »

And the old man said unto Abimelech

(t Art thou one of this city, and dost thou

remember Jeremiah, that thou inquirest for

him after so many years have passed by ?

Jeremiah is in Babylon with the people

that the king Nebuchadnezzar carried away

captive. He dwells there with them, and

preaches, and teaches them the word of

God. »

When Abimelech heard the old man thus

spv»ak. he said : <t If thou wert not an old

man, and if it were not that I should insult

a man of God, I would greatly laugh at thee

for thy saying that Jeremiah is in Babylon

with the people. Even if the windows of

heaven were opened upon this town, they
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could not carry away captive them that

<lwell therein. And how sayest thou that

the people have been taken captive into

Babylon ? For it is but one watch since

Jeremiah my father sent me into the village

of Agrippa to bring a few tigs for the sick

among the people, and while I was bringing

them, because of the great heat, I sat down
under the shadow of a tree to rest a little,

and leaning my head upon the basket of

tigs I slept I I think I can only be a little

late, for the milk of the figs drops down
Just as when I gathered them. And how
sayest thou that in that time the people

have been carried captive into Babylon ?

Behold the figs, how the milk is still drop-

ping I w

And he shewed unto the old man the

tigs in the basket.

And the old man observed it and said

:

« My son ! it may be that because thou art

the son of a righteous man, God was not

pleased that thou shouldest see the destruc-

tion of this city, and therefore brought upon

thee this fear. Behold, for sixty-six years

the people have been captive in Babylon;

and believe me, my son, that what I say

unto thee is true, (io back to the village
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and obsen'e the fig-trees and see that the

time of figs is not yet. »

Then Abimelech cried with a lond voice,

saying : <t We give thanks unto Thee, O
God of heaven and earth, that givest rest

to the sons of the righteous in all places. »

Then he said unto the old man: <(\Vhat

month is this? •>

The old man said : « It is Xisan, the first

month. »

And Abimelech took some of the figs and

gave them to the old man. saying : u May
God enliirhten thee in Jerusalem above. »

And after this Abimelech went out of

the city and otfered up prayer unto the

Lord. And the angel of the Lord came and

took hold of his right hand, and brought

him to that place where Baruch sat upon

the tomb. And when thev saw one another,

they wept together and kissed each other.

And Baruch looked and saw with his own

eyes the green figs in Al)imelech's basket,

and lifting up his eyes nnto heaven, he said

:

tt Thou art the God that rewardest Thy be-

loved ones. Awake, my heart ! rejoice and

exult in thy dwelling—place, and say unto

thine earthly home, thy grief shall be chang-

ed into joy when the Almighty shall come

luid take thee out of thy dwelling-place,
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for there has not been found sin in thee.

Come out of thy dwelling-place, and in

the purity of thy faith, believe and thou

shalt be saved. Examine this basket of figs,

behold I it is sixty-six years since they were

plucked, and they are neither shrivelled nor

corrupt, and their milk still drops from

them. So shall it be with thy body if thou

fulfiUest the command of the angel of right-

eousness, who kept this basket of figs and

also will preserve thee through his power.

»

And Abimelech said unto him : « Let us

arise and pray, that the Lord may shew us

how to send this good news unto Jeremiah

in Babylon, that he may know how the

Lord has hidden us on our way. »

Then Baruch and Abimelech gave them-

selves unto prayer, saying: « My strength,

O Lord God, Elect light, that proceedeth

from Thy mouth, we pray Thee and be-

seech Thy mercy for the sake of Thy great

name, which no one is able to know.

Hearken to our voice, and grant wisdom

unto our hearts, that we may know what

to do, and how to send this good news

unto Jeremiah in Babylon. »

And while Baruch was praying and say-

ing, all these things, the Counsellor of light

provided the means for sending to Jeremiah. t
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And He said unto them : « At the break

of day, an eagle shall come unto you; go

and meet him, and he shall carry the good

news for you unto Jeremiah. And write unto

the children of Israel and say unto them^

thus saith the Lord: Separate yourselves

from the strangers that are among you,

for it shall come to pass that after sixty-

five days I will restore you to your towns

;

and they that will not depart from the

Babylonians, shall not return to their towns;

but command them not to mix wiih the

Babvlonians. w

And the angel, having thus spoken unto

Baruch, departed from him. And Baruch,

the servant of God, sent to the dispei-sed

among the Gentiles, and caused paper to

be brought to him that he might write

thus unto Jeremiah, who had gone into

captivitv ill Bahvlon.

cc Through the will of the Lord, be glad

and rejoice that God did not deprive us of

our wise men. We were grieved on account

of the city that had been destroyed and

despised. Wherefore the Lord had pity upon

us and considered our tears, and remember-

ed the covenant that He had made with

our fathei-s, with Abraham, Isaac and Ja-

cob. He sent unto me his aiiofel and tolch^^^i^
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me this thing which I now write unto thee*

The Lord God of Israel, who took us out

of the Furnace of Egypt, saith: Because

ye kept not My commandments and became

proud in your heart, and obstinate before

Me, I, in My anger and wrath, delivered you

up to the fire of Babylon. But if ye hear

My voice, saith the Lord, when I speak

through the mouth of Jeremiah, my serv-

ant, whosoever hearkeneth unto him, I will

remove from Babylon ; and whosoever heark-

eneth not, I will estrange him from Jeru-

salem ; and thus, through the water of Jor-

dan, I will prove them that listen not. The

sign of the large seal shall declare it. »

And Baruch got up from the tomb and

saw an eagfle come out of it.

And the eagle said iinto him with a man's

voice : « Rejoice, Baruch, that thou art the

supporter of the Faith, w

And Baruch said unto him : « Among
all the birds of heaven thou art the only

one that can speak ; the brightness of thine

eyes shows it : tell me, what dost thou

here ? »

The eagle said unto him : « The Lord

has sent me that I should carrv thv crood

news into Babvlon. »

Baruch said unto him : (« Art thou able
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to caiTy these good tidings to Jeremiah in

Babvlou? »

The eagle said unto him : <c For that

purpose was I sent. »

And Baruch took the paper and fifteen

figs from the basket of Abimelech, and fas-

tened them round the neck of the eagle,

saying : cc I bid thee, thou that art the king

of birds, go in peace and safety, and carry

these good tidings, and then return unto

me. And be not like the raven who was

sent out by Noah, and came not back

unto him into the ark; but be like the

dove, who three times brought good news

unto the righteous man. In like manner

thou also shalt carry this good news unto

Jeremiah, and unto them that are in bonds

with him, and mayest thou be happy in

bringing joy unto the people and unto the

chosen of God. And if all the birds of heav-

en make a ring about thee, and desire to

fight with thee, do thou tight against them;

the Lord shall orive thee strenorth. Turn not

aside to the right hand or to the left: but

as an arrow flieth to the nuirk, in like

manner go thy way through the power of

God ; and may the glory of the Lord be

with thee in the way that thou art going.

»

Then the eagle took his flight, having
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the letter tied upon his neck, and went unto

Babylon. And there he rested upon a pillar

which was outside the city, in the desert,

and ke})t silence, while Jeremiah was pass-

"^? '^y him. For some of the people had

come out to bui"V their dead ; for Jeremiah

had nsked from king Nebuchadnezzar a

place for them to bury their dead, and the

kin^r had *rranted it. So while thev were

going and weeping, they came before the

eagle.

Then the eagle cried in a loud voice

:

a I !?av unto thee, Jeremiah, the chosen of

God : go and gather thy people, and return

here and read this letter that I have carried

unto thee from Baruch and Abimelech. »

When Jeremiah heard this, he gave praise

unto God, and went and gathered the people

together, and the women, and the children,

and came to the place where the eagle

rested. And the eagle sat upon the dead,

and the dead returned to life again. And
this took place that they who saw it might

believe.

And all the people wondered at the sign,

and they said : « This is the God of our

fathers, who through Moses appeared in the

wilderness, and now He hath appeared unto

us. »
r^ \
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And the eagle said : « I bid thee, Jere-

miah, come and untie this letter and read

it before the people. »

And he untied the letter and read it to

the people ; and the people heard and wept.

And they took ashes and put them upon

their heads, and said unto Jeremiah: a Tell

us how we mav be delivered and return ta

our city. >»

And Jeremiah wrote before all the people*

to Baruch and to Abimelech concernino all

the tribulations which they had sutfered.

and how the king of the Habvlonians had

taken them, and how the fathers suffered

and were comforted by their children, and

how the children suffered, and their fathei*s

on seeing their sufferings covered their faces;

(cbutGod, » saith he. alias hidden you, and

you have not seen our sufferings. And I

remembered these things and sighed, and

returned to mv home and mv heart was

ffrieved. And now. thou and Abimelech,

pray there in the place where ye are, for

this people , that our prayers may be

heard before the Lord and that we may
depart from here, for we declare unto you

that all the time we live here they make
us to sutfer. saying :

' Sing us one of your

songs of Sion. ' And we answer them:
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How can we sing the Lord's song in a

strange land ? »

And after this Jeremiah fastened the

letter upon the neck of the eagle, saying:

« Go thy way in peace, and may the Lord

take care of us and of you. »

And the eagle took his flight and came

into Jerusalem, and gave the letter to Ba-

ruch ; and he read the letter and kissed it^

when he heard of the sutferings of the

people.

And Jeremiah took the figs and gave

them to the sick among the people ; and

he preached unto them to beware of an

alliance with the seed of the Babylonians.

And a day came when the Lord brought

the people up out of Babylon.

And God spoke unto Jeremiah, saying

:

« Arise, thou and the people, and come unto

Jordan, and say unto the people : Who
is willing to abandon his alliance with the

Babylonians V And the men that have taken

wives from among them, and the women
that have taken husbands from among them,

and who listen unto thee and pass over Jor-

dan, bring them unto Jerusalem. And those

that listen not unto thee and pass not over

Jordan, bring them not thither. »

And Jeremiah spake these things unto
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the people, and they arose and came unto

\Tordan to pass over it. And Jeremiah made

known unto them the word of the Lord.

And some of them who had taJten wives,

would not listen unto Jeremiah, but they

said unto him : « We will never leave our

wives, but we will return with them into

Babvlon. »

So they passed over Jordan and came

into Jerusalem.

And Jeremiah, and Baruch, and Abime-

lech stood among them, saying: <( Xo man
who has an alliance with the Babylonians,

shall enter unto this city. »

And some of the people said : a Come,

let us return into our places, in Babylon.

»

So they went away, and on their return

into Babylon, the Babylonians came out

against them, saying : a Ye shall not enter

into Babylon our city, for ye have hated

us and ye have departed from us secretly;

wherefore ve shall not dwell with us. We
have sworn unto each other in the name of

our gods, to let neither you, nor your child-

ren into our city, because ye have departed

from us secretly, »

Then tliey returned and came unto a place

in the desert, far off from Jerusalem ; and

there they built a city a) id called its name
Samana. Digitized byGoogle
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And Jeremiah sent unto them, saying:

tt Repent ! lest the angel of righteousness

come and remove you from your high

place. »

But they did not listen unto him.

And durina: nine davs Jeremiah offered

sacrifices for the people. And it came to

pass in the tenth day, Jeremiah alone of-

fered up sacrifices and prayers. And during

the time of his offering, his heart was lifted

up unto God, and he said : a Holy, Holy, Holy

is this incense of the living trees ! True

Light that hast enlightened me and made

my heart rise up unto Thee. In Thy mercy,

I beseech Thee, let the sweet-singing holy

Seraphim Michael, the archangel of justice,

remove me into the place of the righteous.

I beseech Thee, Lord of justice. Preserver

of all creatures, Who art increate and in-

comprehensible, in Whom all judgment is

secret, and Who wast before all beings.

»

Thus spake Jeremiah while he stood be-

fore the altar with Baruch and Abimelech.

And they wept and cried aloud, saying

:

« Jeremiah, the father, the priest, the man
of God, has left us and is gone from us.

»

And all the people heard their w.eeping,

and ran unto them : and Jeremiah was

Iving like a dead. And they rent their
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clothes, and put ashes upon their heads,

and wept bitterly. And afterwards they

prepared to buiy him. And while he

lay thus, Baruch and Abimelech came near

unto him, and, lo, a voice spake, saying

:

a Bury him not, for he is still living, and

the soul is coming back into his body. »

And they heard and did not bury Mm;
but they remained three days near his

body and waited for the day when he

should rise.

And after three days his soul returned

into his body, and he cried aloud in the

midst of all the people, saying : « Give

praise unto God, and unto His Son Jesus

Christ, Who brought me to life again, Who
is Eternal Light, Who is the inextinguish-

able Lamp for every man and the Seal of

faith. And after tliree hundred and sev-

enty-five years more. He shall come upon
the earth, He, Who is the Tree of life, planted

in the midst of the Garden, Who shall cause

all the trees that are unfruitful to bloom,

to grow, and to become fruitful. And the

trees that had flourished and had become

haughty and said, ' We caused our tops

to reach the clouds, ' He shall smite

them and bring down their lofty branches.

He, the everlasting Tree ! The crimson He
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shall make white like wool, and destroy

the whiteness of the snow, and cause sweet

water to become salt by His divine power.

He shall bring blessing upon the isles, and

shall make them fruitful through the Word
of God, the Anointed One, Who shall go in

and out with His twelve apostles, and

bring the good news unto the Gentiles ; ac-

cording as it hath been foreknown and

prepared of His Father, He shall come to

the Mount of Olives and shall satisfv the

himgry souls. »

When Jeremiah spake this concerning

Christ, that He should come upon earth, the

people were provoked to anger, and said

:

« These are the words pronounced by Isa-

iah, the son of Amos, who said, ' I saw

God and His Son. ' Come and let us not

slay him, as we did Isaiah, but let us stone

him. ») —
And Baruch and Abimelech were griev-

ed, for they were desirous to hear the mys-

teries that Jeremiah had seen.

Then Jeremiah said to Abimelech and

to Baruch : n Keep silence, weep not, for

I shall not die, but I will yet tell you
what I have seen. »

Then he said : « Bring hither a stone

and set it up. »
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And he prayed : <t Ktemal Light, com-

mand this stone to become like unto mine
image, until I have told to Baruch and to

Abimelech the vision that I have seen.

Then the stone, through the command
of God, became the image of Jeremiah,

and the people, supposing that it was Jere-

miah himself, stoned it. And Jeremiah told

to Baruch and to Abimelech the vision that

he had seen ; and afterwards he stopped in

the midst of the people, that they might

do as they would unto him.

Then the stone cried out, saying: « Ve

foolish ones, children of Israel, ve stone me
thinking that I am Jeremiah ! Behold, Jere-

miah stands in the midst of you. »

And when the people saw him, they

rushed upon him with many stones, and

did as they desired. And Baruch and Abi-

melech came and buried him. And they

took the stone and put it upon his tomb,

and wrote upon it: — « This is the like-

ness of Jeremiah. »

And the rest of the savings of Jeremiah,

and the history of this writing of Parali-

pomena, are not written in the letter of

Baruch. Glory l)e to ^Christ for ever.

Amen.
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THB VISION OF UfOGH THE JUST

There are two mss. known in which this

apocryphal writing is found.

The one is preserved in the Library of

Etchmiadzin, in Russian-Armenia, and is

numbered 924.

The second is preserved in the Libmiy

of St. Jacob, the Armenian Monastery in

Jerusalem.

THE SEVENTH VISION OF DANIEL

Of this apocryphal writing there are two

MSS. preserved in the Armenian Library of

St. Lazarus.

The one is numbered 1635, and is a

copy taken from aa Armeniau ms.. preserv-

ed in the Library of the Archbishop of

Canterbury, in Londou, which seems to

have been written in the tifteenth century,

or a little before that date. Digitized byGoogle
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The second Ms. in which this apocryphal

writing is found, is a Bible, numbered 935

— 7 X 9 V, inches, — written in the year

1341, on paper, in double columns, of 41

lines each.

In this last Bible the Seventh Vision of

Daniel is placed just after the Sixth Msion
of the same prophet.

The variants of this second text being

very important, I thought it necessary to

incorporate them in the text of the first,

from which the I^'nglish translation is

made.

The first of these two Apocrypha, i. e.

the Vision of Enoch, is a piece akin to

the second, i. e., to Daniel's Seventh Vision;

and the subject of both is an allegory which

concerns the Byzantine Empire and its his-

torical and religious revolutions and vicis-

situdes. Therefore it is supposed that the

author of both must have been a Greek,

and consequently the original text from

which the Armenian version was made, must

have been written in the Greek language.

As to the antiquity of the original texts,

it seems that their date cannot go back to the

first centuries; however one may suppose

in the begiuniuir the existence of an anciejit .
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and short text, which in later centuries

successively received many additions by

diflferent people.

I must notice also that although the

writing, « The Vision of Enoch the Just, »

is found onlv in the Armenian text, it

need not be thought that it is an Ar-

menian composition. Therefore it probably

has another origin, and it may be it is

a small portion of a larger work which is

lost. In any case this apocryphal writings

is, I think, worthy of attention.

As regards the age of the Armenian

version, it is supposed to have been made

at the end of the seventh or during the

eighth century.
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At the sixth hour of the day a man ap-

peared unto nie over airainst Mount Leba-

non, and his appearance was like unto

flaming lire, and he said unto me : « Hear,

<) man, what I now relate unto thee, which

I heard from the Lord of Hosts. »

And I stood all the night over against

the mountain, on the east side, and my
face was turned toward the sea, to the

west, before the cherubim.

And behold, above the sea there was an

^asrle, hausrhtv, and flving above it, and he

had eight wings and three heads ; and he

stood above the waters of the sea. and look-

ed towards the south. And the sea was

stirred by the south wind, and lifted up its

waves to drown the eagle ; and the waves

beat upon his wings, and their noise re-

sembled, that of horses running towards

the north-east.

And lo, the head of a dragon appeared.
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with nine eyes, and his feet were like the

claws of a lion, and his running like that

of a leopard. And he overtook the eagle

between the yvind and the waves, and open-

ed his mouth to swallow him ; and the

eagle cried unto the Most High, but his

cries were not heard on account of his

violence. Then the eagle turned his face

and fled to the ends of the north, but there

he found no rest. And the dragon devoured

all the peoples and burnt them as with

fire, but in his belly remained nothing

;

and he held the dominion of the earth

sixteen times six, that is ninety-six years^

And at the end of that time, the eagle^

driven on by the south wind, returned, with

mighty power, to the same place, to resist

the dragon. And the head of the dragon

lay upon an ash-heap ; and the eagle stood

on a chariot with white horses, and he

caught the dragon on the top of the ash-

heap, and beat him violently ; and the drag-

on had no more his former strength, and

his head was scattered throughout all na-

tions.

Then the white horses descended upon

the ash-heap and scattered it, and its dust

was thrown up and scattered towards heav-

en, and there was no more light upon

the earth, but darkness and horribl^.gi^ni^|y.QoOQle
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And six men sat each on a throne ; three

of them were ill favoured to look upon and

black, and two were wliite and fine to look

on, and the sixth was oppressed and af-

flicted, and was mourning for his wives

and children; and all of them distrusted

the dra,i?on that was lying upon the ash-

heap, and they said : « A fire shall come

out of that dra^^con and shall consume the

earth. »

And afterwards the cherubim cried out

and said imto me: « O man! didst thou

understand that vision ? »

And I said : <( No. »

And he said unto me: c^ stand up and

hear, and I will tell thee the meaning of

it all. »

« The swift-flving eagle that thou sawest,

which had eiglit wings and three heads,

is t-he king of the Romans and the Greeks

;

and whereas he stood above the sea, he

shall l)e a king strong as iron. And for-

asmuch as the eagle pursues all birds, and

strikes and throws them down, in like

manner the king of the Romans shall con-

sume all the kingdoms of tlie earth, and

through the power of the Most High he

shall entrap them as it were birds of heaven

in a snare, and there shall be none able to
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resist him. And whereas he looked toward

the south, he shall prevail against the peo-

ple of the south. And whereas the sea on

account of the violence of the wind was

agitated, and the waves beat the wings of

the eagle to drown him ; in the last times,

during the days of those kings after the

hundred and eighth jubilee, the last people

of the south, the children of Ishmael, that

dwell on the sea-shore of Arabia, shall stand

up. They shall rise against the earth and

they shall conquer it ; and they shall fight

on the sea-shore to destroy the power of

the Romans, but they shall not be able,

because this kingdom is the guardian of

the seat of the great king; and although

there should rise against it wars and storms

of evils, they shall not be able to drown it,

but it shall be superseded and followed by

an eternal kingdom, but it is diminished

for the reproving of its sins, and that the

sins of the southern people may be full.

» And the noise of the waves, which was

like the noise of horses, galloping from the

countries of the east to the north and to the

west, signifies that the greatness of the na-

tions shall be conquered by the children ot

Ishmael, and laid waste like the dust of the

earth, and there shall be no rejoicing upon
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the earth, but clamour of weeping, and

crying, and tumult.

» And whereas the waves beat upon the

wings of the eagle, the people of Ishmael

shall smite and defeat the troops of the

Romans and of the North, but they shall

not be able to exterminate them.

» And whereas the head of the dragon

lay on the ash-heap, between the waves and

the wind, and he had nine eyes, and his

feet were like the claws of a lion, and his

running like that of a leopard, he is the

first prince of the people of Ishmael, and

his strength is like the waves of the sea

rising upon the land,

M And whereas he had nine eyes, and

his feet were like those of a lion, after

him shall arise nine kings, and they sliall

conquer the earth, and they shall break it

in pieces like a lion's prey.

M And whereas he overtook the eagle be-

tween the wind and the waves, and opened

his mouth to swallow him, he shall rise

against the king of the Honuins, and shall

harass him, and shall take away his power.

» And whereas the eagle cried out to the

Most High and was not heard, signifies

tliat God forsook him on account of liis

ini(iuity, he shall not be able to resist tlie
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dragon ; but fear and terror shall dishearten

and crush him ; and his sers'ant, whose

name is The Beast, shall take his sover-

eignty, and shall destroy his strengtli ; and

he shall escape and flee to the ends of the

North, and there shall he make on alliance

with the prince of the north, and the name^

of that king is <c Bergia. »

» And whereas the dragon devoured all

the peoples, and burned them as with Are,

and in his belly there remained nothing,

in that time the rage of the southern people

shtiU be much more kindled against the

earth ; and like as the fire consumes and

destroys everything, burning all to ashes,

and is never satiated, so shall the dragon be

tormented by the desire of riches and shall

not be satisfied. He shall devastate the earth

by the sword, and fire, and captivity ; and

until his sins are accomplished, and his

iniquity full, there shall be ninety-six years.

» And whereas the eagle returned from the

north with great strength against the drag-

on to take possession of the same place,

through the command of the Most High :

so those who rose against him shall perish

before his presence.

>i And wi.ereas the head of the dragon

lay upon the ash-heap, signifies that his
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strength is vain and his dominion is de-

spised, because he put his trust in the

abundance of his treasures and not in God*

» And whereas the eagle stood on the

white horses and overtook the dragon ; he

shall march against the prince of the South

with great strength, at the head of the north-

ern nation and of all the remnant of the peo-

ples. And he shall strike him with great

slaughter, and there shall remain no more

strength in the dragon as before, but he

shall be abandoned and discomfited by the

king of the North, like a reed by the fire,

and like the ash of a furnace by the wind

of the North.

» And whereas the head of the dragon

was scattered throughout all nations ; he

shall destroy them with the sword, fire and

captivity, and shall have no pity on their

wives and their children until they are cut

otf and consumed, and the Lord's wrath

is accomplished on them.

» And because he destroyed without com-

passion the people of God, his iniquity shall

return upon him two-fold ; and he shall suffer

hunger, thirst, and nakedness, and shall not

find comfort. His body shall be burnt bv

the sun, and in his last poverty he shall

not find clothing for his nakedness, but he

shall cover him with a sheep-skiibigitizedbyGoogle
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» And whereas the white horses descend-

ed upon the ashheap and scattered it. and

the dust was thrown up and was scattered

towards heaven ; they, are the troops of the

Romans, whose fury is like that of horses

harnessed to chariots, which shall scatter the

<^eatness of the people of the South through-

out all the remnant of the nations, like

the ashes of a furnace they shall be spi-ead

all over the earth.

») And whereas the dust went up and was

scattered towards heaven : tliis, is the smoke

of the impious wrath of the people of the

South ; through the vengeance of whom the

end of all the earth shall come.

» And whereas there was no light upon

the earth, but darkness ; their ungodly

deeds keep back from created beings God's

mercy which enlightens and comforts those

whose hearts are crushed, like the light and

the dew of morning that fall upon the earth

and make the plants to rejoice.

wAnd whereas six men sat each on a

throne, the three being ill favoured to look

upon and black, this shows the time of

the people of the South ; three chiefs of

tribes, that is three times thirty, which

makes ninety years ; and six more years of

their dominion, in which the tribulations
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shall be increased. The fields shall lose their

fertility, the springs shall decrease, the earth

shall become arid, the plants shall be un-

fruitful, the woods shall be dried up, the

cedars shall fall, the flowers shall fade.

There shall be flaming and consuming

fire, the air shall be turned to smoke, the

birds shall die, the fishes shall diminish,

the animals and the beasts of the field

shall be destroyed, the rnin shall produce no

fertility, and frost and hail shall cause rav-

ages. Mankind shall not beget children, they

shall be sterile and tliev shall be of short

life ; so there shall be want of everything.

For the earth, on account of the evil doings

of men, shall grow old, and shall cease

to bear ; and as they that dwell upon her

shall give no fruit of life, so the earth also

shall not conceive through the virtue of

her seeds, and her womb shall not put out

the flower of the fruit : but there shall be

found in her putrefaction and filthiness,

and from heaven shall come down fire and

destruction upon sea and land.

w But after the suppression of the domin-

ion of the South, when the anger and the

wrath of the Lord shall be fulfilled against

them : afterwards, whereas thou sawest two

men sitting, white and well fiivoured anjl
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ruddy and graceful; so when the Romans shall

destroy the Southern people, they shall smite

them first upon the sea, and the Lord shall

cause a storm to rise and drown them, and

the king shall trust in God, and shall as-

cribe the victory unto Him. And again he

i^hall smite them six times upon Ihe land,

iind the remnant of them shall he drive

away to their own land ; and shall carry

away captive their wives and their children

to Greece and to Sicily, and through the

command of the Most High he shall make
peace. And he shall live twelve yeara more,

and then peacefully pass to another life.

» And afterwards shall arise another peace-

ful king, and his name is ' Phouvive, ' which

being translated is ' Tiber, " and he shall rule

thirty-three years. These are the two chiefs

of tribes white and fine to look on. And in

their days shall be peace and abundance,

and men shall forget all the former evils

and tribulations ; there shall be fertile fields,

and abundance of products for the barn

and for the wine-press. Then the earth shall

give forth her produce as before, to the joy

(jf men ; the fields shall abound with corn

and wine, and heaven shall pour down
fruitful rains ; and there shall be no more

hail, neither shall fire come down from

Digitized byLjOOQIC



THIS VISION OF BNOCH THE JUST 319

heaven, nor shall there be thunder-storms.

One grain of corn shall give one hun-

dred ears of corn, and one branch of the

vine one thousand bunches of grapes. And
upon the mountains shall be vine plants,

fine-branched and laden with fruit, and

the olive-trees shall produce sevenfold to

the joy of men ; and men shall rest and

shall forget their former tribulations.

M Then shall appear a certain star, having

a tail toward the east, which means that

there shall be more peace in those parts.

And the people of the Jews shall gather

together in Mesopotamia and toward the

countrv of Palestine; the town of Damascus

shall be abandoned by its inhabitants and

shall become an abode of the beasts of the

field and of the wild beasts,

» And concerning the sixth man who was

mourning for his wives and children ; he re-

presents the end of the time of the life of the

world, for, after the death of the peaceful

king, whose name is Tiber, a king of low

birth shall arise, whose name is Hertzik, and

his dominion shall be despised, and he shall

rule three years. In that year the kingdom

shall be in perturbation, and it shall be

divided into ten kingdoms, for when the

king of the North shall strike the people of
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the South and shall carry them away captive,

he shall carry away captive with them the

ungodly prince, young in age, born in the

town of Bishana, whose name is Oumd,
and his mother with him. He shall go to

Byzantium, and there he shall dwell thirty

years, and learn among the Greeks the

science of philosophy. And he shall dis-

tinguish himself in it more than all the

others, and he shall be honoured bv the

kings. He shall become a general, and shall

perform acts of valour in war, and shall

receive honour from the king.

» Afterwards the kingdom shall be divid-

ed into ten. and thencefoi'th the universe

shall not cease from being agitated by wars.

And during five yeai-s there shall be famine

upon the earth, and the heavens shall keep

back their rain, and the earth shall not

give her produce. The rivers shall dwindle,

and the sea shall stink, and the wild beasts

and the animals shall perish. In the towns

men shall fall down and die, and there

shall be no one to bury them. Gold and

silver shall be despised, and there shall be

no one to gather them ; even the beauty of

women shall be disdained. This is the time

of the sixth chief, who was mourning for

his wives and sous. ^ I
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» And whereas thou sawest those who
were afraid and said :

' A fire shall come

out of the dragon and shall burn all the

earth: ' this means that after the death of

the king, whose name is Hertzik, the king-

dom shall be in confusion, and in one

month shall be divided into ten ; and after

the /** Fiftieth ^ the Rebel shall reign and

shall prevail against the ten kings. He
shall strike two of them, and shall undo

and overthrow the dominion of the ten

;

and seizing upon the kingdom, he shall

march against Palestina and against the

dominion of the children of IshmaeL He
shall return victorious, and with many
auxiliaries of the people of the South, and

shall ofo aofainst Palestina and strike it.

His anger shall be kindled , like that

of the Serpent, throughout all the earth,

and he shall call himself a God, and

shall speak proudly before the Most High,

and all the ungodly shall worship him.

That is the fire that came out of the drag-

on and burnt the earth : for in that time

there shall be found no righteousness in

men, but they shall all be like thorns to

be burnt with their own iniquities. With

1. The text has two letters, perhaps signifying an or-

dinal number, impossible to read otherwise. ^ j
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the same fire shall be kindled amoiivr men
vengeance, as well as famines, plagues and

conflagrations, false signs and wonders,

and by these he shall frighten his worship-

l>ers, and shall persecute and kill the saints

of the Most High, who do not consent to

worship him as a God. And the mercy of

the Most High shall be upon them that

fear Him : and the more ihev are toi*tui*ed,

so - much the more thev shall l>e made grlo-

rioiis ; like gardens that through living wa-

ters become bright, and blossom, some white,

some red, some pnrple ; so they shall be

glorified through divers sutFerings and tor-

ments. And the days of the dominion of

the Rebel shall be one thousand, two hun-

dred and sixty-five.

» After this a pious king shall arise in

Rome, and all the remnant of the faithful

shall gather together unto him ; and he

shall rise and take the field against the

Rebel and his soldiers, and the Lord Him-

self shall take vengeance on him. For a

tire shall come down from the Lord, and

shall destroy the Rebel and his troops, and

shall devour all the sinners. The fire shall

not approach nor destroy the servants of

the Most High ; but they shall walk in the

midst of the fire as if in a storm of rain ;
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and in seven days it shall consume all the

earth, which is corrupted by the evil doings

of men. It shall burn the mountains and

the hills, and shall melt the stones, and
shall dry up the springs -aiid the rivers,

and shall entirely consume everything. And
after the seven days, the sign of the cross

shall appear in the east, luminous like

the light, on Friday, at the third hour,

and there it shall remain two. days. And on

the third dav, in the morninor at dav-break,

the Lord shall come with His holy angels,

to reward His saints, and to reprove the

ungodly of the earth. The archangel shall

blow the trumpet three times, and all the

nations shall arise to present themselves

before the Lord.

» Then they shall bind the Rebel and his

troops, and those who worshipped him and

the idols, and they shall carry them as fuel

to the unquenchable fire, and to the sleep-

less worm, unto the hell of Kphestus, to

the south-west of the Ocean ; and with

burning sulphur and pitch, which never

may be quenched, they shall burn all the

sinners. Then all the saints, together with

the angels, shall abide alway before God

the Most High, reigning and rejoicing, and

glorifying God, for ever and ever.
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TJiree year^ after all the revelations that

had been made to Daniel the prophet, the

angel Gabriel , who had aforetime been

sent unto him, was sent again by the Lord

and said unto him : « Daniel, beloved man,

I am sent by the Lord to speak to thee,

and to jshew thee what shall happen at the

end of the days, after the coming of the

Word, who shall be announced by me.

» There shall be a virgin in Israel and she

shall receive the Word from the Word, and

He wiU take flesh for the sake of the world,

and will cause many among Israel to be

saved. And consider with care, and hear

what shall happen at the end of the days

in all the towns and provinces, on account

of the iniquities of men, »

And I, Daniel, said : ct Speak on, my
Lord. »

And he spake unto me, saying : « After

the fullilmeiit of all that was prophesied j
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concerning all the towns and provinces of

Asia, Pontus, Phrygia, Galatia, Cappadocia,

(Jarpatia , Smyrna , Antioch , Alexandria,

Egypt, Nicaea, Nicomedia, Calcedon, Byzan-

tium, Babylon and Rome, through the mourn-

ing of the children and the increase of the

dearth, the fertile land shall be laid waste

;

thy princes shall become children of groan-

ings, and thy possessions that are around

thee shall be made desolate, and they shall

be removed from thee to Babylon of the

Seven-Hills, The prince of Pontus shall fall,

and the sword shall devour his children
;

his hosts shall fall by the edge of the sword,

and many shall be carried over to Byzant^

ium and there thev shall be buried.

« The children of the Phrygians shall be

consumed through the want of bread and

water ; their land shall be cleft and they

shall be meat unto all the fowls of the air,

and many of them shall flee to Carthage.

<t In Galatia a fire from heaven shall ap-

pear, and she shall be consumed by thun-

ders and lightnings. The thrones of her

princes shall be overthrown, and her south

country shall be bathed in blood and burnt

with fire ; and then many shall flee to

Rome.

« In Cappudocia Minor, her children shall
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destroy one another, and carry one another

captive, and their princes shall be discom-

fited ; and all they who dwell around her

shall be in tribulation and shall sigh heavily.

« The children of Babylon Minor and

Carpatia, shall be in tribulation, they shall

see conflagrations and they shall not be-

lieve; (the ground) shall be cleft and they

shall all be brought down to hell, and

many shall flee to the Seven-Hills.

« In Smyrna wrath shall be increased :

she, like a cup, shall be filled up with

blood, and she shall fall down from her

glory. Thy princes shall be carried away,^

and thy great ones shall be overthrown ;

for the day of the Lord's wrath shall come

upon thee.

a The childi-en of Antioch shall perish,

and her buildings shall be thrown doicn, and

her princes shall not enjoy them. Thy fall [An-

tioch] shall be wrought by an earthquake, and

thy great wealth shall cause thee to i>erish»

<c In Alexandria many tumults of war

shall take place, — and the neck of her

impertinence until the trenches of her ram-

parts ^ — her princes shall be driven away*

« The children of the Egyptians, harassed

1. Literal translation, unintelligible.
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by famine, shall flee away. Thy possessions

[Egypt] shall be reduced to nothinc^, the

Nile shall be drained and thy princes shall

pensh.

« The daiijfhters of the Nicseans shall be in

mourning and in sorrow on account of their

kinsmen and their husbands who shall be

made captive by warriors ; and thy princes

[Nicfleaj shall become servants to those whom
they know not.

a Woe unto thee Nicomedia, who hast lifted

up thine horn and hast devoured the bodies

of thy saints that were in thee; thou shalt

perish throiijjh the blood of righteous men,

who shall {^rive thee like for like, and thou

shalt he cast down to hell. Mourn and la-

ment, thou wretched one ! for thou shalt

be utterly destroyed with thy children. Thy

princes are princes of sighs, and thy priests

fond of gold and silver, and the beauty of

thy splendour shall fade.

« O Carthage and thou people of the Per-

sians ! what shall happen to thee at the

end of the days, thou knowest not ; and

at the end of all aofes how lou": shall thine

existence last after that of all the towns

and provinces? Thou, city decked with gold

and silver, and ye, people adorned and em-

bellished, shall perish by famine. There shall
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be great rioting in thee, and thy children

shall amuse themselves with gold and then

they shall be consumed by dearth. The

land of Byzantium and that of Babylon

shall sink, warriors shall seize it, its foun-

dations shall be destroyed and its strength

shall be crushed.

(c Rome shall have no prince at that

time, but her arms shall be sharpened,

her arrows hardened, and her perfidy in-

creased. Many times shall a prince rise up

in her, and again shall he fall, and she

shall be reduced to three streets. Many shall

fear thee [0 Rome] on account of the

splendour of thy numerous princes, and on

account of thine haughty arrogance and

thy great wealth.

<c The children of Byzantium shall work

wonders : for a man of Bvzant shall

depart from her and shall go into the so-

called Seven-Hills, and shall strengthen her

foundations; her name shall be spread through-

out all the inhabitants of the world, and

throughout all the different tongues. And

again a wonderful num, born of a remark-

able woman, shall rebuild her. And in due

time the wish of his heart shall be fulfilled,

lor he shall find the Wood of Life, and his

sceptre shall become great. He shall find

Digitized byLjOOQIC



THB 8BYENTH VISION OF DANIEL 329

nails that were on the same sign, and

he shall put them on his bridles for the

sake of salvation and of victory in battle.

His horn shall be exalted and mighty, and.

his name shall be accl limed in all tongues,

and an everlasting remembrance shall be

gi-anted to that city.

« And after him shall arise the second

sceptre, that shall shed tlie blood of right-

eous men. He shall proclaim the command-

ments, but he shall not acknowledge God,

and with a blind heart he shall touch the

holy Scriptures. And after him one that is a

philosopher, shall come to thee, Babylon of

the Seven-Hills, and he shall erect in thee

an idol, but for that thou shalt not suffer

violence.

tt And after all this there shall arise ex-

ulted horns and very great sceptres, and

they shall prevail against thee, and they

shall be held in great remembrance. And «)i-

other greater sceptre shall prevail exceed-

injrlv, and shall be exalte<l for the sake of

the LorcVs name ; for (jrotls gift is in hitu.

Through him life shall be glorious, and

through his cheerfulness all men shall re-

joice ; and from the towns and provinces

people shall gather in thee, and shall come

unto thee, the Seven-Hills ; and each one
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shall work at his own work, and the sceptre

of the kingdom shall prevail until the end

of its days.

« And from one sceptre shall come foi-th

two sceptres ; and one of thy sceptres shall

become a wild beast, and the second of

thy sceptres an animal, in the two streets

of the Seven-Hills. From Rome there shall

come unto thee great glory like a cup till-

ed up, until thy time shall arrive. First,

the city shall be full of singing, and se-

condly, thy wealth as a gushing fountain,

shall be for all. Thou shalt be decked like a

bride, and yet thou shalt appear like a wi-

dow. Thy bunches of grapes, abundantly

fruitful as they were, shall diminish, and

thy great glo)^ shall be divided and the king-

dom that is in thee shall fall.

« And another sceptre shall arise called

Theodosius, and he shall tea Ik in holiness^

and his name shall be consecrated in thee,

the Seven-Hills ! And thv children shall re-

joice in his birth, and each one shall do

as he listeth. All the towns and provinces

shall serve thee, :uid thine abundance shall

be a source of great prosperity to all the

world. And the Nile of the Egyptians shall

give thee to drink, and thou shalt become

a bulwark of the Church, and thei-e shall
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be great fear and trembling before thy scep-

tre : and this is the beginning of sighs of thy

kingdom. And the time of his sceptre shall

be long and veiy wonderful ; and his sceptre

shall conquer unto the extremities of the

earth, from the east and the west and from

the north and the south. And his neck shall

be firm, and his right hand strong, and his

years many more than the years of any other

king. And after all this he shall turn his face

towards his father, and the number of his-

years shall be great; and his name shall be

terrible, and his kingdom full of splendour,

tt And another, a third king, shall be iii

Rome, O thou Seven-Hills ! Thou hast been

called Seven-Hills, because all the peoples

of. the Persians shall come unto thee, and

thou, Rome, shalt never again reign to the

end of all the ages. Thy second [kingj

shall reign in old age, and his name is

Marcianus, and the duration of his reign

shall be shorter than the reign of the first

:

and his kingdom shall be far more formi-

dable. And that time shall be to some for

good and to others for evil. And his king-

dom shall be for times, and for hours, au<l

for half an hour. Thy builder, thou

Seven-Hills ! shall make a present of thee

unto him, and he shall raise thee up unto
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him through the Book of the Faith, and a

ii^reat rupture shall take place in his king-

dom. The priests shall fall from their places^

many towns shall be overthrown, and many
convemons shall take place amongst men,

and thy beauty, thou Seven-Hills! and

thine extent shall not diminish. And after

all this, even he shall die with his fathers,

and the other sceptre shall reign in thee

and he shall be a wild beast, and he shall

receive the first sceptre which shall at length

be beaten by the dog. And this wild beast

shall be, like the first sceptre, great and

strong in words and in wisdom ; and he

shall not be despised by his nobles ; and

his neck shall be like the neck of a bullock,

and his eyes like the eyes of a Uon ; he

«hall roar fearfully, and all towns and pro-

\inces shall tremble before his horns. And
during his time the rainbow shall appear

in heaven, and there shall be all kinds

of signs in heaven, and upon the earth shall

be heard the noise of thunders and the fall-

inir of manv towns. The earth shall be cloven

asunder, buildings shall be overthrown from

their foundations, and her paths shall be

of fire. And there shall be fightings in it

and in thee, the Seven-Hills ; and thy gor-

geous buildings shall be burnt with fire.
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and thy glorj" shall be razed to the ground,

and thv children shall moan in thee, and

thy great joy shall turn into mournings

and thy childi-en shall drag along the

ground the bodies of thy great ones. Sud-

denly a storm shall come down from heav-

en and shall cover the earth, and drag-

on-like peoples shall appear on earth, and

many shall grow poor, and many indigent

people shall grow rich, and a great riot

shall take place m thee. Ve warriors in

Thrace and in Cilicia ! shout with arms and

swords !

And at that time the \\nld beast shall

send his sword to the east, and shall not

be able to prevail ; and a man who is shap-

ed like a dragon from the loins upward,

shall despise him ; and with this man he

shall send his second sword to the west,

.

and he shall not be able to conquer him,

and the dragon shall be despised by the

dog, The wild beast shall be oppressed by

the dog through many presents and much
gold and riclies. And the dog shall rise up

against the wild beast, and shall make his

whelps rise against the throne of the wild

beast and against the sceptres ; and the

dog shall cause the wild beast to perish

and liis dens to be captured. And the dogs
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ijhall drive out the wild beast, and all

men shall perceive that the dog persecutes

the Hon. And the lion shall return and shall

slay the dog and his whelps. And the lion

shall roar with a very great roaring, and

his roaring shall be heard throu<rhout all

the towns and provinces, and his dens shall

inspire terror. And men shall be discon-

•certed amongst themselves on account of

the roaring of the lion, and of the death

of the dog.

« And the second dog, by transforming

his tongue, shall drive back the lion to his

den, and shall depart from him when he

shall no longer be able to resist him. And
the dog's whelp shall conceal himself for

times, and for a time, and for an hour,

and in his time he shall reign, and his

name shall be a Whelp of dog, » which

being translated means : « King of peoples.

»

And the wild beast shall root out the re-

membmnce of the dog. As they shall have

known it previously, they shall spread ca-

lumny about him, and they will destroy his

ima^e in his town, and many shall medi-

tate slaying him in the wild beast's den,

and they shall not resist him. And his co-

leagues in authority shall die by the sword

in another town, and well shall they know
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the prayers of the priest for the sake of

the unknown ones. And one of the groat

ones, a young man from amongst the war-

riors of the wild beast, will send to the

beast many people bound hand and foot.

And then when the wild beast shall make
many his servants from amongst the differ-

ent peoples, and as a lord shall call them

to him, another man shall present himself

unto him and shall take him in his bosom.

And he shall drive away the warrior men,

and he himself shall be driven uwav bv

them, and shall flee from them on foot, and

nobody shall overtake him, for he is swift

of foot, and he shall tiee to the wild beast

and shall enter into his bosom. And the

little wild beast shall go out unto him and

shall be inspired with courage ; and the

big wild beast shall make him to sit on his

throne, and cause him to be his colleague

in authority and on the throne a substitute

for himself. And the two iiild beasts shall

dwell in one cavern ; the whelp shall be

emboldened to make war, and the wild

beast shall return to his own land from

whence he came. And the little wild benst

shall occupy his place until a certain time,

being crowned king by no one, but through

his own violence ; and he sh^ll come into
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the snares of the kingdom, and the young^

wild beast shall return to the big wild

beast. And leaving tlie snares to him who
made them, he shall rule over thee, the

Seven-Hills, and shall oppress thee. His re-

joicing shall be gre&t, he will give himself

up to pleasure and be beloved by the great

ones, but many shall hate him. He shall

grant life and abundance, aud the dragon

shall play with him, and with the hunting

rod of the wild beast shall drag him along.

c< Woe to thee in that time, thou Seven-

Hills, Babylon ! when the widow shall reign,

and the dragon shall drive awav the stran-

ger, and the stranger that is called Sala-

mander shall flee, turning his face toward

the islands ; — gold and silver and precious

stones, and the diadems of the sceptres;

and he who is in the bosom of the wild

beast, tripled by the Persian people of

Carth(ige, ^ — none of the men shall drive

him away because of the love of the dragon

and of thy great splendour that was in

thee. And he shall be driven about from

land to land, and shall be oppressed by

the strangers. And being oppressed by the

1. Literal translation ; all this part of the Armenian
text is unintelligible. ^^ I
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straiiofers in sustenance and by journeys,

Le shall send up his sighs unto his Crea-

tor along with his innocent ones. And the

hunting-rod which came forth from the

\nld beast shall be allied with the dog,

and the dragon shall occupy the place of

oppression and of trial, — following with

his worthless thrones, ^ — and shall make
war on the holy place. And the dragon

with his tongue shall utter threats against

holy men nnd against the holy relics; and

shall suppress the government of the pa-

triarchs, and take by force the holy churches

;

and they who shall dwell in the holes and

the caves and in the clefts of the earth,

shall come imto thee, the Seven-Hills, to

escape from the tyranny of the dragon.

« And after all this they shall shake off the

dust from their feet in thee, suffering mar-

tyrdom at his hands. Then the beauty of thy

maofniiicence shall be burnt with fire: and

a young man shall tlee away under pre-

tence of carryin^^ with his hunting-rod the

first wild beast, who is called Salamander.^

Then in that time the dragon shall suffer

oppression, and he shall be taken by his

1. Unintelligible.

2, Another text has « Theodosius.

»

C^ \
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successors, and shall be bound by those

that are at his left, and nobody shall receive

him, because he shed the blood of holy men

in the towns and in the provinces. And^ he

shall flee into the holy temple which he

previously had usurped, and nobody shall

receive him , for plagues from heaven

;ihall be upon him. And the young man
shall come to Salamander, and he shall

cause the stranger to advance before the

dragon ; and the dragon seeing him shall

flee away from him, and the stranger shall

not slay the dragon ; he will keep him away

from his presence. And the young man shall

fall, and great shall his fall be ; and the

widow shall not escape ; and they shall

<2ause her to see the stranger and his col-

league on the throne, and she shall become

tributary in the tabernacles of him who
created her, and at her throne shall be

required the blood of her father. And in a

short time the strancrer shall become «:reat.

^nd there shall be abundance in thee, •

Seven-hills ! and many shall die amongst

the men who are assembled in thee from

the towns and provinces.

« And at that time there shall be earth-

quakes in divers places, and they shall hear

the voice of many people and they wilL
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not believe. And thy wealth and thy glory

made thee as sad as thou wa«t proud before

;

and thine ambition humbled thee ; but great

abundance and beautv shall be in thee.

The end of the time shall come to thee,

and froip thee shall come forth the hunting-

rod that proceeds from the wild beast, and

he will go to the dwellings of the strangers.

Then thy daughters shall adorn themselves

to be a snare to the young men to kill

many of them, and thy great ones shall

fall, and many tribulations and troubles

shall Uxke place.

« Then the angel of death shall strike

thee with all the towns and provinces, and

violent deaths shall be sent down from

heaven. Suddenly he shall be excited a-

gainst the earth ; the earth shall shake and

the temples shall falK and the houses shall

become graves. And the sea shall make
its waves foam up, and shall cover men,

and there shall be some who shall flee

away and be saved. Then a gathering of

angels shall take place, and they shall pre-

sent themselves in prayer before the throne.

cc Then shalt thou, Seven-Hills, Babylon !

mourn for thy children, lying in sackcloth

and casting ashes on thy head, when thou

shalt see men perish on account of their
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sins and transgressions ; both men with

children and women with sucking babes

shall perish, because the Lord's wrath is

npon them. Thy bulwarks shall l>j cloven

asunder and thy tabernacles shall be razed

to the ground ; sucking children with parch-

ed mouths shall cry unto God, and thy

priests shall fret themselves and weep. Thy
great ones, thy sceptres and thy citizens

shall mourn sorely, and thy travellers shall

be ill pain ; thy bunches of grapes shall

fall, and thy vineyards shall fail. The eartb

shall be cleft with a great shock and shall

cause men to perish, from the sucking child

to the old man. But the Lord shall not

cause thee to perish wholly, O thou Seven-

Hills! for the time of thy destruction is not

yet come; the gulf shall open to swallow

up men, but it shall not engulf them,

for thy time is not yet come. Torments are

prepared for thee, for thou hast committed

all kinds of iniquity, having received the

earth in thy bosom, and men shall be in

great anguish until the Lord shall send

from heaven to destroy them.

« But the counsels of the Lord shall ap-

pear from the punishment that must take

place, and those who have found refuge in

thee shall suffer torments. The people that
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placed their hope in thee, and the hunting-

rod, shall make thee perish. The whelp shall

drive away the whelp, requiring the blood

of his fathers, and of his own will shall he

give himself up to strangers, to the dogs

ivid to their companions. And he shall raise

up tongues and peoples and shall rule over

many nations ; and the two dogs shall fight

against one another, and shall <lestroy each

other.

« Woe, when the widow shall reign, and

shall secretly conspire against the strangers !

and the other stranger will seek her ruin

and shall perfidiously dt^stroy her. And
those days shall be painful and calamitous.

The children of the sceptres shall be in

tumult and shall fight against one an-

other, and then men shall suffer much
pain and misery, such as they have never

before known. And the prince, the believer,

shall not trust in the Salamander, because

he is a stranger, and they shall receive

from his people what they did not ask. And
the Salamander would fain flee a\vay, but

he shall not be able, for Placitas shall

reach him and shall kill him.

« And the other sceptre shall rule in thee,

O Seven-Hills, and many afflictions shall

take place. A poor man shall come up w^o
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shall not acknowledge favours; a haughty

man, fond of gold, warlike, and his name
is Orloghius ^

; and his throne shall last few

days, and he shall be swift to anger. And
his nobles shall hate him, and his townsmen

shall be vexed. Wrath from heaven shall

be during his days ; many times he shall

harass Babylon. During the time of his^

reign sad news shall arrive for thee, and

the troops of barbarians shall alarm thee

and they shall not fight.

ci Then another tyrant king shall come

up, and shall fight against him and shall

drive him away ; and he will slay him with

great affliction and groaning. And this king

shall reign and shall take hold of the sceptre

that is in thee, the Seven-Hills ! and he

shall be the greatest among very great and

glorious thrones, and that man shall be val-

iant on the right hand and on the left. And
during his time there shall be a great famine

and not a small one, and the earth shall

become uninhabited by men ; abundant wa-

ter-courses shall flow out, and the sky shall

become gloomy and agitated, thy vineyards

shall diminish, thy beauties shall be deform-

ed, the days shall be shortened and one

1. Another text has « Lucius. »
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day shall be dwarfed to six hourw. Woe,

to the men that shall be in that time

!

« And the king shall turn his face to the

west. Then woe to thee, the Seven-Hills,

when thy king is a young man. In that

time a great peril shall overtake thee

;

there shall be a man who shall know his

brother's wife, and the son his mother, and

the daughter shall go up to her father's bed,

the brother shall know his sister, and there

shall be multiplied blasphemies, murders,

oaths, calumnies, falsehoods, obscenities,

sufferings, usurpations, hatred, mutinies, and

bloodshed in the temple of the holy minis-

ters. And kings shall arise against kings^

princes against princes, the powerful against

the poor, and the rich and the poor shall

perish. And Bithynia, which is on the sea-

shore, shall be destroyed by an earthquake

:

and the waves of the sea shall mount
up and overflow and cover the foundations

of Bithynia, as far as the little town of

Nicomedia. And again another king shall

arise, and his time shall be for a few days

only. He shall be wicked and very ter-

rible. And henceforth there shall be no

good season, but a bad one; his son shall

make war ajfainst him ami shall destrov

him by the sword.
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« And another kinsr shall arise of another

religion, an Arian, and shall draw all to

himself. Woe to thee, O Seven-Hills, at

that time, for more than all thoa shalt

mourn for thi/self and thy boundaries ! Aft-

er this, kings and princes, and chiefs and

champions shall rise against towns and pro-

vinces- and places, and there shall be riots

and confusions amongst men. A barbarous

people shall fall upon the towns and the

provinces; and, because of the multitude of

the i)eople, the earth shall sink seventy-

three cubits. And thou, O Seven-Hills, shalt

not be vexed by them ; but a war of

thine own shall afflict thee, and the beau-

ty of the earth shall diminish in thee

;

wrath from heaven shall be upon thee and

a great scoui-ge ; and a pillar of fire shall

appear stretching froii heaven to earth.

Then thy kiugdom shall be removed and

thou shalt remain in eternal pollution, and

thus thou shalt he consumed bji dearth. And
a prince of a. little moment shall brin*:: the

other sceptre into the other town, and ar-

rows of fire shall be showered from heaven,

and many signs and wonders shall be shown.

Then the Antichrist shall rule, and men
shall turn aside from the worship of Go<l

and become unbelievers, through the com-
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ing of him whom they did not seek nor ex-

pect, w.'io was an adversary unto all. This

man shall he conceived and born of an un-

holy virgin ; aud the sceptre of imposture

shall seize upon the human race during

three times and half a time. He will biing

the souls of many to perdition, to be par-

takers of hell for ever. Then the angels

shall be in anxiety, when they shall see

these signs that he shewed previously.

tt And when pious men learn tliis, they

will know and mark the adversary of all

mankind, whose signs are these : The joints

of his knee^ are stij , he i^ crippled in

bodij, smooth-browed, crooked-fingered, long-

headed, charming, boastlul, intelligent,

laughing sweetly, a Seer, discreet, sprightly,

meek, quiet, a wonder-worker, having near

him the souls of the lost, drawing bread

out of stones, making the blind to see, the

lame to walk, and removing mountains from

place to place. All this he will perform

in semblance, and many shall believe in

him. Woe, to them who shall believe in him

and shall take his mark ! their eyes shall

be closed and turn no more unto Him in

Whom they before had hoped.

« After this a very great famine shall

come, and the heavens shall not shower
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down rain, and the earth shall not put

forth grass ; all the fruits shall dry up, and

all the inhabitants of the provinces :ind

the towns shall bewail themselves ; they

shall flee, and they shall not be able to es-

cape, from the east to the west, and from

the west to the east ; but thev that dwell

among the mountains, and in the caverns,

and in the hollows, and in the clefts of the

earth, they only shall be able to flee until

the Second coming of Him Who was born

of the holy virgin. Then His elect ones shall

be known, and they shall see the final com-

ing of the Lord. He shall approach and

many shall be judged; there shall be sounds

from heaVen and much tribulation through-

out the world. Woe, to them that are with

child and to them that give suck, in the

last days! Woe, to the intemperate and to

them who shall believe in the Adversary I

Woe, to them who worshipped him and de-

clared themselves eager for his coming!

a And after all ttiis has come to pass,

and the Saints and righteous men have

suffered torments through poverty and ty-^

ranny, then shall the end come. And some

amongst men shall point out traces and

shall recognize the 8even-Hills, and shall

say :
' Has this ever been a city ' ! And a wo-
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man shall go over to the east and to the

west, to the n(»rth and to the south, and

shall find no fruit, but shall find only an

olive-tree ; and she shall embrace the olive-

tree, she shall sigh and say : ^ Blessed be

he who planted this tree ;
' and in the

same spot her soul shall depart from her.

» Then the sun shall be turned into dark-

ness, and the moon into blood, and the

stars shall fall down like leaves, and the

heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll^

and the sea shall bubble up from its depths,

and shall overflow to cover all men, and

everything shall be burnt and dried by
the wind. And the angels ot fire shall come

down from heaven, and all the universe

shall be set on fire. Mice shall appear^

flame-shaped and of copper, and like to them^

flesh eating savage beasts, shall come out

of the mountains and they shall not fear;

and he for ichom the land of the ungodly

sought, shall perish, and the Righteous shall

be caught up unto the Father, for a decree

has gone out from the Lord. Thrones

shall be set up and Books shall be opened^

thrones ofjudgment shall be established, the

angels shall sound the trumpet, the Right-

eous shall rejoice and shall give glory to

the Father, and they shall be judged ac-

cording to their deeds. Digitized byGoogle
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« But only the Lord is the Righteous Judge.

And all his works, and all mankind shall

open their mouths, and shall cry and say:

^ Lord, Thou Who art the Lord ! lead us

not into temptation, but deliver us from

evil. For thou, Lord, Who knowest and

perceivest that we are not able to bear it,

for we are made of flesh, as a beneficent

and kindly Father, have pity upon us. For

Thine is the glory, now and ever and unto

all a^es. Amen. ' »

Digitized byGoogle



THE TESTAMENTS

OF THE Xn PATRIARCHS

Digitized byGoogle



Digitized byGoogle



CONCERNING THE TESTAMENTS

OF THE XII PATRIARCHS

In the Armenian Library of St. Lazarus,

in \'enice, there are five Armenian mss.,

in which the Testaments of the XII Patri-

archs are contained.

The oldest of these mss. is a small one

5 X 7 inches — numbered 345. It is on

paper and it was written in the year 1220.

This same ms. contains also the « History

of the Prophet Jeremiah, » the English

translation of which forms part of the pres-

ent work.

The second ms. containing the XII Testa-

ments — 7 Vj X 11 inches, — numbered

280. is on paper in double columns of 42

lines each, and was written in the year

1418. It is this text that has been publish-

ed in the Armenian edition, and from which

this English translation has been made^ I
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however thou*^^ht it necessary to embody

in it the principal variants of the other

Mss., luarkin*^ them in italics.

This same ms. contains also the « History

of Assaneth. »

The third ms. is numbered 679. It is

written on paper, — G x ^0 inches, — in

doul)le columns of 26 lines each. It Jias no

dale, l)nt it seems to belongs to the Fif-

teenth or tlie l)eginnin^ of the Sixteenth

Century.

The fourth m.s. — 8 x 10 inches, — is a

Bible, numbered 22!), on vellum, in double

cohmuis of 50 lines each, written in the .

year 1655, in very fine writing.

The fifth MS., containing the XII Testa-

ments, — 7 X 10 inches, — numbered

1366, is a Bible, written on paper, in double

columns of 43 lines each. It has no date,

but it seems to have been written in the

Sixteenth Century.

Concerning the authorship of the XII

Testaments the opinions of the critics differ.

It is however proved that the author was

a Judaeo-Christian, well versed in the writ-

ten and oral traditions, as well as in the

rites, geography, and history of the Hebrews.

The time they were wTitten Ls supposed
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to have been the end of the First, or the"^^

beginning of the Second Century, and they

were written in Palestine.

Another problem has been to ascertain

in what language they were written.

Critics, taking into consideration the

Greek text, think they were written in

Hellenistic Greek. However they admit

the probability of there having existed a

Hebrew work, on which the Greek was
modelled.

Much having been written by critics a-

bout these XII Testaments, those who are

interested in such researches, may consult

the valuable work published by Rev. Robert

Sinker, M. A., entitled — « The Testaments

OF THE xn Patriarchs, — Ax attempt

TO ESTIMATE THEIR HISTORIC AND DOGMATIC

WORTH. »

The Armenian version, it seems, was writ-

ten in the Sixth or Seventh Century, and

the numerous variations that have been

noted in it, in which it differs from the

Greek, lead one to suppose that it might

have been translated from the Greek, but

from a different text.

However the Armenian mss. in which

these Testaments are contained, are so cor-
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rupt^ that in many eases it is impossible

to make out the right sense. I must there-

fore say, that the Rev. R. Sinker's trans-

lation has aifonled me great help in mak-

ing my English translation from the Ar-

menian.
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THE TESTAMENTS

OF THK Xn PATRIARCHS

THE TESTAMENT OF REUBEN

The order of the testament of Reuben, the

things which he commanded unto his sons,

while he was sick, two years after Joseph's

death. His sons, and the sons of his sons

gathered together to visit him ; and he arose

and sat, and said unto them : w My children,

behold, I am dying and go to my fathers.

»

And seeing there Judah, and Gad, and

Asher his brethren, he said to them : » Raise

me up, my brethren, that I may tell to

my brethren and to my children what se-

cret I have in my heart, for shortly I

shall be exhausted. » And he arose and

kissed them, and weeping, said: « Hear,

my children, what I command you, and
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give ear to Reuben your father. BehokU

I call to witness against you this day tlie

God of heaven that ye should not walk in

the ignorance and in the spirit of youths

into which 1 threw myself, and defiled

the bed of Jacob my lather. Wherefore I

also tell you, I have been smitten in my
loins for seven years with sore plagues;

and had not Jacob my father prayed the

Lord for me. the Lord would have destroy-

ed me. 1 was thirty years old when I

committed that evil before the Lord, and

seven months I was sick unto death. And
thereafter I repented for seven years before

the Lord \\ith all the willingness of my
mind, and I drank neither wine nor any

strong drink ; and no tlesh entered into

my mouth, nor did I eat any pleasant

bread, wliile mourning over my sins, for

they were very great, and never in Israel

had there been the like.

» And now hear, my children, what I

have seen in my repentance concerning the

seven spirits of error; for seven spirits are

given from Belial against man, and they are

the Chiefs of the works of mankind : and

again seven spirits are given over all cre-

ated beings, that in them should be done

all the works of men. The first is the spirit
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of life, with which all creatures were cre-

ated. The second is the spirit of sight, in

which is the seat of desire. The third is

the spirit of hearing, through which teach-

ing is heard. The fourth is that of smell-

ing, with which taste is given to draw air

and breath. The fifth is that of speech, from

which comes knowledge. The sixth is the

spirit of taste, from which comes the eating

and the drinking of men, and strength is

founded upon it;- for food is strength. The

seventh is the spirit of begetting and love,

through which they know one another

throu»rh love of pleasarej whence comes

sin; wherefore in the order of creation it

is the last and the first of youth; because

it is filled with ignorance, and leads the

jouth as a blind man to an abyss, and as

a brute to a precipice.

»i And above all these there is an eighth

spirit, that of sleep, from whence comes the

immobility of nature, and which is the image

of death. Now with these seven spirits is

mingled the spirit of error. The first, the

spirit of fornication, lies in the nature and

in the senses. The second, the spirit of

avarice, lies in the belly. The third, the

spirit of quarrelsomeness lies in the liver

and in the gall. The fourth, is the spi^rit
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of contentment in the artifices through

which man may be fair in seeming. The
fifth is the spirit of arrogance, with which a

man boasts, and grows haughty in his

thoughts. The sixth is the spirit of lying, of

perdition and of jealousy, to feign words

and to conceal deeds from man's kindred and

his family. The seventh is the spirit of injus-

tice, and from which come theft and spo-

liation ; with which man does after the pleas-

ure of his heart, because injustice co-operates

with all the other spirits in their traffic*

And besides all tliese, an eighth spirit is

conjoined with these spirits, which is that

of error and fantasy, and so perishes all

youth, for they blind the mind to truth,

and imderstand not the law of God, and

listen not to the admonitions of their fa-

thers ; so I also did err in mv vouth.

» And now, my children, love the truth,

and it shall preserve you : and I warn you,

hearken unto Reuben your father ; look not

into the face of women, and be not in-

triguers with married women, nor seek after

the beauty and the affairs of women. For

had I not seen Hilhah washing herself se-

cretly, I never should have fallen into such

very great sin ; for my mind being beset

by the nakedness of women, left me not^
j

free until I committed the abomination?'^^°S^^
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Now while Jacob my father had gone to

Isaac his father, and while we were in

Gater, near to Ephratha of Benjamin, Billiah

was drunk and lay asleep, having strip-

ped herself naked of her clothes ; and she

was in her chamber ; and I went in and

seeing her nakedness 1 wrought the impiety^

and leaving her sleeping I went away.

And forthwith the Lord's angel revealed to

my father Jacob my ungodliness, which I

had committed ; and Jacob came and mourn-
ed over me : and he knew Bilhah no more-

» Now behold not the beautv of women^
and muse not upon their doings, but walk

with a pure mind in the fear of the Lord,

and exercise yourselves in works of right-

eousness, and occupy yourselves in study^

and in your business as shepherds, until the

Lord give you for wives, whom He will, that

ye suffer not as I did. For until the death

of my father I had not boldness to look

into the face of Jacob, or to speak freely

to any of my brethren because of my of-

fence ; and until now my conscience op-

presses me on account of my sin. And my
father manv times comforted me, and said

that he had entreated the Lord for me tliat the

anger of the Lord might pass away from

me, even as the Lord had sliewed him. And
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since that time I have lived in repentance,

and have fasted and sinned not.

» Therefore, my children, observe Nvhat I

<;ommand you and sin not, that your soul

perish not, for fomicaiion separates from

Ood and brings man near to idolatry; for

it deceives the mind and the thoughts,

and brings down young men into hell

before their time. Fornication has destroy-

ed many; for though a men be old, or

noble, it makes him to become a scorn

and a laughing-stock for Belial and for

the sons of men.

»Now because Joseph preserved himself

from every woman, and purified his mind

from all fornication, he found favour before

the Lord and men. The Egyptian woman
did many things unto him ; she prayed to

the magicians and offered him love-potions,

but the thoughts of his heart did not ad-

mit the evil passion, therefore the God of

our fathers delivered him from every visible

and invisible death. For if wickedness over-

come not our heart. Belial cannot prevail

against us.

» Wicked are women, my children ; be-

cause, since they have neither power nor

strength over men. they deal deceitfully

through the outward countenance, as to how ^ ,
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they may draw them to themselves ; and

when they cannot prevail against the

strength of any one, they tight by craft

against him. On account of this the angel

of the Lord told me also and taught me
that women in the inspirations of fornica-

tion are weaker than men, and they devise

in their heart against men, as to how they

may deceive them. First they instil the

poison by the glance of their eye, and se-

duce the mind, and then they make them
captives by their doings, for a woman
cannot constrain a man.

w Therefore flee fornication, my children,

and command your wives and your daugh-

ters, that thev adorn not their heads and
their faces in order to seduce the mind

;

for every woman who deals deceitfully with

these things is doomed to everlasting pun-

ishment. For thus thev seduced the watch-

ers before the flood; and as these beheld

them continually, their passions were in-

flameil. and in their thought they commit-

ted the act: they transformeil themselves

into tlie shape of men, and while their

husbands knew them, they appeared unto

them ; and they entertaining in their minds

thedesire for their apparitions, brought forth

the giants ; for the watchers appeared unto

them as reaching imto heaven. Digitized byLjOOgle
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Keep yourselves, therefore, from fornica-

tion ; and if you wish to be pure in your

mind, guard your senses against every

woman. And command them also not to

uncover themselves before their husbands,

that they also be pure in their mind. For

frequent meetings, although no ungodly act

be committed, are to them as an impure

disease, and to you a great reproach, be-

cause fornication has not in itself any god-

liness, and all jealousy dwells in the de-

sire. — ^ Therefore ye also will be jealous

and will seek to be exalted over them ; for

God has made a choice between them and

Levi, who shall teach the law of the Lord,

and gave him the sovereignty, and after

him to Judah, and to me, and to Dan and

Joseph to be for rulers after them. —
Therefore I command vou to hearken to

Levi, because he shall notify the Irtw of the

Lordy and he shall perform justice in the

judgments, and shall offer sacrifices for all

Lsrael. until the completion of the times

when Christ shall be the Priest of the cove-

nant, as the Lord said.

I adjure you by the God of heaven, to

walk in truth each one of you with his

1. Here the ms seems altered. I give the literal

translation.
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neighbour, and love mutually your brethren,

and draw near to Levi in meekness of

hearty that ye may receive a blessing from

his mouth. For he shall bless Israel and

Judah, because the Lord has chosen to

reign through him over all the people. And
worship his seed, because he shall die for

you in visible and invisible wars and he

shall be among you an everlasting king. »

Then Reuben died, after having given this

command to his sons. And they put him

in a coffin, in Egypt, until the time when

they took him away from the land of the

Egyptians, and buried him in the double

cave where their fathers were.
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THE TESTAMENT OF SIMEON

The order of the words of the testament

of Simeon, what things he spake to his sons

when he wets near to die^ after the hundred

and iwenty-fifth year of his life, and in

the second year after Josepfis death. While

he was sick, his sons came to see him

;

and Simeon, strengthening himself sat up,

and kissed them, and said to them : « Heark-

en to me, my childi-en, hearken to Simeon

your father, what things I have in my hetirt

to tell you. I was born of Jacob my father,

his second son, and Leah my mother called

my name Simeon, because the Lord heard

her prayer. I became very strong ; no deed

frightened me, nor was I afraid of anything

;

for my heart was hard and my liver inflexi-

ble, and my bowels felt no compassion

;

because valour is given from the Most High

to every man, in the soul and in the body.

But, at that time I was jealous of Joseph
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because my father loved him, and I deter-

mined in my heart to kill him ; because the

prince of error excited my yalousyj and the

spirit of jealousy blinded my mind, and let

me not regard him as a brother, nor spare

Jacob my father yrmcn old. But his God,

and the God of his fathers, of Jacob, of
Isaac and of Abrahaniy sent forth his angel

and delivered him out of mv hands.

» Now when I went unto Shechem to bring

ointmeut for the sheep of our flocks, and

Reuben was in our eourtyanl,^ where were

our necessaries and all our stores, Judali

our brother sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites*

And when Reuben our brother came, he

Was grieved, for he hoped to deliver him

and to restore him to his father. But whefii

I came I was wroth against Dan, because

he let him go away alive ; and for five

months I continued to be wroth against

him. However the Lord withheld me and

restrained the strength of my hand, for my
right hand was withered for sixty ^ days,

and I knew, my children, that on account

of Joseph this happened to me. Then I re-

pented, and wept, and shed tears and en-

treated God that he wovM again restore my

1. Another MS., « Dotham. »

2. Another ms., for « thirty days.

»

C^ A
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hand unto me; and I purged myself from

envy and from all pollution; for I knew
that I had contrived evil things against the

Lord and Jacob my father, on account of

Joseph, in that I envied him, together with

my brethren.

» And now, my children, keep yourselves

from the spirit of deceit and from envy

;

for envy rules over the whole mind of man
and lets him not do any good thing, but

always suggests to him to slay him whom
he envies ; nevertheless he who is envied ever

flourishes, and he that envies is consumed

and fades away. Two years I afflicted my-

self with fasting in the fear of the Lord,

and knew that the deliverance from envy

came from the fear of the Lord ; for if a

man make the Lord his refuge, the evil

spirit flees away from him, and his mind

becomes peaceful ; and then he feels com-

passion for him whom he envied, and reproves

not them that love him, and so ceases from

his envy.

» Then my father, because he saw that I

was sad, spake unto me, saying :
' Why lookest

thou so sad ? ' And I for a pretence told him

I was pained in my liver, for I mourned
more than all my brethren, because I was

the cause of the selling of Joseph. And
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when we w^ent down into Ey;ypt, and Jo-

seph bonnd me only as a spy, I knew that

I was suffering Justly, and I was not griev-

ed. But Joseph was a good man, and had

within him the Spirit of God ; he was

compassionate and pitiful, he did not cherish

any rancour against me, but he loved me
like the rest of his brethren. Tlierefore, my
brethren and my children, keep yourselves

from all jealousv and from the evil eve,

and walk in simplicity of mind and with

u holy heart • remembering Joseph our

brother, that God may give you grace and

glorv and blessings upon your heads, such

as you saw were bestowed on Joseph. For all

the djivs ot his life he did not reproach us

concerning these things; but he loved us

as his own soul, and gloritied us more than

his own sons, and granted to us all riches

in cattle and fruits and all good things.

Ye also, uiV children, let each one love his

brother with a good heart, and remove from

you the spirit of envy ; for envy debases

the oody and destroys the soul ; because its

fruits are anger and war; and wrath stirs

up man and renders him unreasonable,

moreover it takes away sleep, and brings

agitation to his soul, and trembling to

his body. And even in sleep an evil jeaj-
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onsy presents itself and devours him, and

with wicked spirits disturbs his soul, and

frigfhtens his body and troubles his mind*

and as having in itself a wicked and

poisonous spirit, so appears it to men.

Therefore Joseph was good and of a fair

countenance, because in him there dwelt

not any kind of wickedness, for the face

shows the trouble of the heart.

» And now, mv children, nnike vour hearts

i^ood before Ood, and set aright your ways

before men. Keep youi-selves from fornication,

for tornication is the mother of all evils, se-

parating from God, and bringing man near

to Belial. For I have seen that which is

written in the book of Enoch, that your sons

shall be corrupted by fornication, and shall

injure Levi with the sword; but they shall

not prevail against Levi, for he fights the

Lord's battle and shall conquer your hosts.

And tkei/ shall be renouwned, and ye shall be

a few, divided, in Judah and Levi, and there

shall be none of you a ruler, as also Jacob

our father prophesied in his blessing. Be-

hold, I have told you all the offences of your

sons, that I may be guiltless of your sins.

For if ye remove from you envy and all

stiffneckedness, my bones shall flourish as

a rose in Israel, and my flesh as a lily iir^
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Jacob, and my odour shall smell as the

odour of Lebanns. and as cedars shall be

multiplied from me, holy ones for ever, and

the branches of JiuJah shall stretch out

afar otf. Then shall perish the seed of Ca-

naan, and tliere shall not be a remnant to

Amalek, and all the Hittites shall be de-

stroyed, the land of Ham shall be wasted,

and all the people shall perish. Then all

the earth shall rest from trouble, and all

that is under heaven from war.

» And then shall Shem ^ be glorified, be-

cause the Lord (Jod. the Mighty One of

Israel, shall be glorified on earth, and he

shall appear as a man and cause salvation

once more. Then all the spirits of deceit of

Belial shall be given to be trampled upon,

and men shall reign over all wicked spirits.

Then we shall arise in joy and we shall

bless the Most High for His wonders, be-

cause God having taken a body, and hav-

ing walked and eaten with men, has saved

men.

M And now, my children, hearken unto me,

for we shall be redeemed through Levi and

Judah. Be not lifted up against these two

brothers, for our salvation shall spring out

1. Another MS. has Seth.
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of them. For the Lord shall raise up from

Levi as it were a High Priest, and from

Judah as it were a King, God and Man,

and he shall save all people and nations

of men. Wherefore I command yon, and

do you also command your children, that

they should keep these comniaiidments

throughout their generations. »

And Simeon made an end of command-

ing his sons, and slept with his fathers, at

the age of an hundred and twenty-five

years. And they put him in a coffin of

shittim-wood, to remove his bones to Hebron.

And they removed him secretly during a

war of the Egyptians; for the Egyptians

guarded the bones of Joseph in the dwellings

of the kings ; for the enchanters and the

sorcerers had told them that at the departui-e

of Joseph's bones from Egypt, throughout

all Egypt there should be darkness, and

storm, and gloom, and very great plagues,

so that even with lamps they should not be

able to recognize each one his own brother.

And the brethren and children of Simeon

mourned for their father ; and they were

in Egypt until the day of their departure

throuofh the hand of Moses.'o*
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III.

THE TESTAMENT OF LEVI

SON OF JACOB,

CONCERNING THE PRIESTHOOD AND PRIDE.

The order of the words of Levi, what

soever things he commanded his sons before

he died, concerning to all they should do,

and what things should happen to them

until the day of judgment. For while he

was in health it was shown to him in a

vision, that he was going to die ; so he

commanded his brethren and his sons to

gather themselves together, and it came to

pass, when they were gathered together, he

said to them

:

» I, Levi, was conceived in joy and born

in Haran ; and eight years after I came

with mv father to Shechem. And I was a

young man about twenty years old when

we were in Shechem and took vengeance

on the Amorites, I and Simeon my brother,

Digitized byLjOOQIC



372 THE TESTAMENTS OF THE XH PATRIARCHS

on account of our sister Dinah. Now, when

I was feeding the flocks in Abelmaul, the

Spirit of wisdom from the Lord came up-

on me, a) id I saw that all men were led

astray in their ways, as if unrighteousness

had built among them walls, and they sat

in unrighteousness as if upon towers. And
I was grieved for the sons of men, and I

prayed to the Lord to save them. Then

there fell upon me a sleep, and I beheld a

high mountain, the Mountain of Shields,

which is in Abelmaul, and I stood upon the

mountain. And, lo, the heavens were opened^

and the angel of God came to me, saying:

' Levi, come, enter here. ' And I entered

into the first heaven, and he made me pass

over and brought me unto the second heaven^

and I saw there much water hanging be-

tween the two heavens. And again I saw
another heaven far brighter and clearer

than the first two, for there was in it an

immense height. And I said to the angel:
' Wherefore is this so ?

'

» And the angel said to me: 'Wonder
not at that, for thou shalt see four other

heavens brighter than these and incompre-

hensible. For if thou shouldest come thither,

thou shalt stand near the Lord, and shalt

be his minister, and shalt publish His mvs^^^^Tp
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teries to men, and shalt make known that

which concerns the salvation of Israel. And
know that by thee and Judah the Lord

shall appear among men, and thy life shall

be the Lord's portion, and He shall be thy

fields and vineyards and fruits, and treasure

of gold and silver.

w'Hear then, concerning the seven heavens.

That which is the lowest, for this cause is

gloomy, because it sees the iniquities of

men. The second has fire, snow and ice,

ready for the day of the scMitence of the

Lord, in the righteous judgment of (iod; and

in it are all the spirits who go forth for

vengeance on the wicked. In the third are

the armies of the angels which are ordained

for the day of judgment, to take vengeance

on Belial for deceiving the righteous. And
in the fourth which is above these, are the

saints of God; for in the highest of all

dwells the f/reat glory of God, in the Holy

of Holies, far above all holiness. And in

the heaven next to it are the angels of the

presence of the Lord, ministers and propi-

tiators in the sight of the Lord for all the

errors of ignorance of the righteous; and

they otfer to the Lord a reasonable sweet

savour and a bloodless oifering. And in the

heaven within this are the angels who t
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bring the answers to the angels of the pres-

ence of the Lord. And in the heaven which

is after this, are the thrones, and the

dominions, in which praise is continually

oflfered to God. Whei-efore when the Lord

looks upon us, all of us are shaken, the

heavens, the earth, and the depths are

shaken at the presence of His majesty ; but

the sons of men are not aware of all these

things, and therefore they sin and provoke

the Most High to anger.

))'Now, therefore, know that the Lord will

execute judgment upon the sons of men.

For the rocks shall be rent, and the sun

shall be darkened, and the waters shall be

dried up, and the fire shall become white, ^

and all creation shall be trembling, and hell

shall be t.'arried away captive through the

suflfering of the Most High, and the invis-

ible spirits shall melt away ; but men who
believe not shall remain in their iniquity,

therefore they shall be condemned to tor-

ments.
»

' Behold, the Most High has heard thy

prayer and has separated thee from iniquity,

that thou shouldest become to Him a servant,

and a son, and a faithful minister of His

1. Probably c nhaU be destroyed. » r^ i
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presence; and the light of His knowledge

shall enlighten thee, that thou shouldest

shine in Jacob, and as the sun thou shalt

shine before all the seed of Israel. And a

blessing shall be given to thee and to all

thy seed, until the Lord shall visit all the

Heathen through the mercy of His Son, for

ever. But thy sons shall lay hands upon

Him, and they shall crucify Him ; and there-

fore understanding and knowledge have

been given to thee, that thou shouldest

warn tky sons to do Him no wrong; for he

that blesses Him shall be blessed, and he

that curses Him shall destrov his soul/

w And the angel opened to me the gate of

heaven, and I saw the holy temple, and

the Most High upon a throne of glory.

And He said to me :
' Levi, I have given

thee the blessing of the Priesthood, until I

shall come and dwell in the midst of Is-^

rael.
'

» Then the angel of the Lord brought

me to the earth and gave me a shield and

a sword, saying :
' Go and take vengeance

on the Shechemites because of Dinah, thy

sister, and I will be with thee, for the Lord

has sent me.

'

« And at that time I wrought destruction

among the sons of Hamor, as it is written
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in the heavenly tablets. And I said to him:

^ I pray thee, O Lord, tell nie thy name,

that I may call upon thee in the day of

my tribulation.

'

» And he said :
' I am the guardian of the

people of Israel, that they should not perish

to the last, for every evil spirit fights

against them.
'

)) And thereafter I awoke from my sleep,

and gave blessing to the Most High and

to His angel, the guardian of the people of

Israel, and to all the choirs of the right-

eous.

» And while I was coming to my father

I found a shield of brass, wherefore 1 called

the name of that mountain « Shield, » which

is near Gebal, on the right side of Abima. ^

And I kept these things in my heart. Then

I took counsel with my father, and with

Reuben my brother, that they should bid

to the sons of Hanior that they should

circumcise themselves ; for I was Jealous

of the reproach they had wrought in Israel.

And first, I slaughtered the Shechemites,

and Simeon the Amorites. And afterwards

our brethren came and smote the citv with

the edge of the sword : and our father heard

1. The Crreek has « Abila. »
r^ j
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of it and was wroth and became very griev-

ed ; because thev first had received circum-

cision, and after that they had been put

to death. Wherefore in his blessinjjs he

dealt otherwise. Indeed we sinned, for we
did this thinj? ag^ainst his will.

» And in that day I fell ill. But I had

seen that the sentence of God's wrath was

for evil upon the Shecheniites ; for they

would do to Sarah the same, and they per-

secuted Abraham when a stranger, and

they harassed his flocks while they were

with youn*?, and sore tormented Amblac

who was born in his house; for thus tliey

did to all strany:ers, taking away their wives

by force, and driving aWay the men them-

selves ; and the wrath of the Lord came

upon them to the uttermost.

» And I said to my father :
' Be not angry,

my lord Jacob, because Ijy thee shall the

Lord destroy the C'auaanites. and shall give

to thee their land, and after thee to thy

seed. And henceforth Shechem shall be

called the city of foolish people ; for as one

might deceive a fool, so did we deceive

them; because they committed a folly in

Israel and defiled my sister.

'

)) And departiiKj from thence we came to

Bethel, and there again a vision appeared
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to me like unto the former one, after

seventy days. And there I saw seven men
in white raiment saying to me: ' Arise,

and put on the robe of the priesthood, and

set the crown of righteousness on thy head

;

and the breast-plate of knowledge, and the

alb of trtUh, and the lamina ^ of faith, and
the symbolical ornament upon thy shoulders,

and the ephod of prophecy. ' And each one

of them taking each of these things put

them on me, saying :
' From henceforth be

thou a priest of the Lord, thou and thy

seed, for ever.
'

» And the first anointed me with holy oiK

and gave me a rod of judgment. And the

second washed me with pure water, and

fed me with bread and holy wine, and

clothed me with a fine and glorious robe.

And the third arrayed me in fine linen

like to an ephod. And the fourth put around

my loins a girdle like to purple. And the

fifth gave to me a branch of rich olive.

And the sixth put a crown of priesthood

on my head. And the seventh filled my hands

with incense that I might minister as a

priest in the presence of the Lord, and he

said to me :
' Levi, thy seed shall be divided

1. Thus th(» Armenian text if9f»f9»i»*,.%H Gr. IliTaXov. {^^^^]^
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into three branches, for a sign of the glory

of the Lord Who is to come : because the

Lord aforetime entrusted His inheritance to

thee, no one shall be greater than thou

;

the second shall be a High Priest ; and the

third shall be called with a new name,

for He shall arise as King from Judah, and

shall shoio mercy to all the nations of the

Gentiles. And no man can declare His com-

ing as prophet of the Most Hij^^h of the seed

of Abraham our father. Every desirable

thing in Israel shall be for thee and for thy

seed; and ye shall eat all that is pleasant

to look upon, and thy seed shall eat at the

Lord's table. And of it shall be high priests

and judges, and by their mouth the sanc-

tuary of the Lord shall be guarded.

'

» And when I awoke from my sleep I

was astonished, for this vision \Aas like to

the first. And I hid it in my heart until

this day.

» And after two days I and Judah went

up to Isaac, the father of our father^ and

he blessed me aecordinff to all that I had

seen in the vision ; and he would not come

with us to Bethel. And Jacob my father

saw in a vision concerning me that I should

be to them a priest before the Lord; and

he rose up in the morning and offered
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tithes into my hands. And we came into

Hebron to dwell there; and Isaac called

me very often and put me in remembrance

of the law of the Lord, as the angel of the

Lord did teach me. And he taught me the

law of priesthood, of burnt offering, of sac-

rifices, and of free-will offerings for redemp-

tion. And continually he warned and in-

structed me, and comtnanded vie before the

Lord, saying thus :
* Beware, my son, of the

spirit of fornication, for it may deceive thee

and it is ready to pollute that which is

<5ommitted to thy trust. Therefore while yet

thou ai-t youn;^ take a wife to thyself, that

thou mayest have in thee neither blemish

nor impurity, but let her not be a daugh-

ter of the stranger nor of the Gentiles, And
before thou enterest into the sanctuary wash

thyself; and when thou offerest the burnt-

offering, sanctify thyself ; and when thou

hast finished the sacrifice purify thyself. Of

the twelve trees which always have leaves,

thou shalt offer up to the Lord, as also

Abraham taught me ; and of every clean

beast thou shalt offer sacrifice to the Lord

;

and of all cattle and of all products of the

field, and of wine, shalt thou offer to the

Lord. And every burnt offering thou shalt

salt with salt.

'
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» Now, therefore, my children, keep what

I command you, which I have heard from

my fathers. From henceforth I am clear

from all your ungodliness and your sins

which ye shall commit in the latter days

against the Saviour of the world. Ye shall

transgress and make Israel to err, and shall

raise up against you great evils from the

Lord. And ye shall corrupt yourselves to-

gether with Israel, so that Jerusalem shall

not be able to endure your evil doings
;

but the veil of the temple shall be rent,

so that your shame shall not be covered.

And ye shall be scattered as captives among
all the Heathen, and there ve shall be for

a curse and a reproach, and for trampling

under foot bf/ the strangers, because the dwell-

ing place which the Lord has chosen, shall

be called Jerusalem, as is written in the

book of Enoch the Just.

» Now, when I took a wife, I was twenty-

eight years old; and the name of my wife

was Melkah. And when we were in Goshen,

she conceived and bare a son, and she call-

ed his name Getson, ^ for we were sojourn-

ers in the land where we were; for Ger-

sham is interpreted « sojourn, w And I saw

1. Another &is. has € Gersham. »
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concerning him, that he was not in the

first rank. And Kahath was born in my
thirty-fifth year, towards the sunrise. And
I saw in a vision that he was standing in

the midst of a multitude^ higher than all the

congregation; wherefore I called his name

Kahath, which means « beginning oi greatness

and judgment. » And thirdly she bare to me
Merary, in the fortieth year of my life ; and

because his mother had hard labour, she

<!alled him Merary, which means my « bit-

terness. » And Nakabeth, ^ she bare a son to

me in the sixty-fourth year of my lifey when

I was in Egypt, and then I was in great

honour in the midst of mv brethren.

»And Gerson took a wife, and she con-

ceived and bare to him Lomni and Semei.

And the sons of Kahath, were Amram, and

Issachar, Chebron and Uziel. And Amram
took Nakabeth my daughter to him to wife,

for they were born in the same day, he and

my daughter.

» I was eiorht vears old when I entered

into the land of Canaan, and at eighteen

years I became a priest, and at twenty-

eight yeai-s I took a wife, and being forty

years old I came into Egypt. And behold.

1. Another ms. has « Joohabeth. » (^ \
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ye, my children, are three generations. And
Joseph was an hundred and ten years old

when he died.

w And now, mv children, I conunand vou
that ye fear the Lord your God, and that

ye walk upriffhthf in all His commandments;

and that ye also teach your sons learning

that they may be wise all their life, read-

ing unceasingly the law of the Lord; for

every one loho shall know the law of the Lord

shall he honoured, and he shall not be a

stran«:er wherever he mav 0:0. And he

shall gain many friends, more than his par-

ents ; and many men shall desire to serve

him and to hear the law from his mouth.

Work righteousness, my children, upon the

earth, that ve mav find it in heaven, and

sow in your souls good things that ye may
find them in your life. For if you sow evil

things, ye shall reap all trouble and afflic-

tion. Sow charity upon the earth that ye may
reap quietness. Get with diligence wisdom

in the fear of the Lord God ; for when

tumult shall prevail in provinces and cities,

they shall be destroyed, and gold and sil-

ver and all possessions shall perish ; but

no one can take away wisdom, but only the

blindness of ungodliness and the plenitude

of perversity. For wisdom shall be to hirn> t
^ *^
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as a fenced city, and in war a splendour

and in a sti-ange country as iu his own
province, and in the midst of foes lie shall

be counted a friend. And if a man does him-

self what he teaches, he shall be enthroned

with kinjr^, as was Joseph our brother.

» And now, mv children, I have learnt

from the writino^ of Enoch, that in the latter

times ye shall act in ungodly wise according

to the (loinji^s of all the heathen. And ve

shall lay your hands upon your Lord in

all icickedness, and all your brethren shall

be ashamed for the sake of you, and ye

shall become a scorn and a derision to all

the heathen. For our father Israel is pure

from all the ungodly doings of the high

priests who shall lay hands upon the Saviour

of the world. My children, be pure, as

heaven is more than the earth : and vou

that are the lights of Israel be as the sun

and the moon, and do not what things the

Heathen do. For if ye be darkened in un-

godliness, a curse shall come upon your

race. And ye will desire to slay the Light,

which wjis given to you through the law

to lighten you and every man, and being

contrary to Him ye will teach ordinances

against the justice of God. Ye will plunder

the offerings of the Lord, and steal ^^"^^^V^ooalp
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his portion ; and before sacrificing to God,

ye will take the choicest parts and will eat

them in conptempt with harlots. Ye shall

teach the commandments of the Lord with

the spirit of covetousness
;
ye will lie with

the women that have husbands, and your

company will be with harlots and adulter-

esses. The daugliters of the Gentiles ye

will take for wives, thinking to purify them

through your ungodliness. And your unions

shall be in ungodliness like those of the

Sodomites and of the Gomorrhites. And ye

will become haughty because of your priest-

hood, exalting yourselves against men. And
not only this will ye do, but ye will also

work ungodliness against the command-
ments of God, ye will despise the holy

things, mocking, and having them in de-

rision.

» Therefore the temple that the Lord shall

choose to be a place for his name, shall be

desolate and in filthiness and abomination;

and ye shall be carried away captives

throughout all nations, and shall be an

abomination among them ; and ye shall re-

ceive reproach and everlasting shame from

God the Righteous Judge ; and all who shall

see you shall flee from you. And were it

not for Abraham, Isaac and Jacob our fip^^rrT/>
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thers, a sixth part of your seed should not

be left upon the earth.

» And now I have learnt from the writing

of Enoch that for seventy weeks ye will

go astray, and will profane your priesthood,

and contiiminate the sacrifices. And the

Man who will restore again the law of

the Most High, ye will call deceiver and

unclean
J
and ye will suppress the law, and

set at nought the words of the prophets,

and will persecute righteous men, and will

hate the godly, and the words of truth ye

will report unclean. And thereafter, as I

suppose, ye will slay Him, being unable to

understand His resu)Tection. ^ And on ac-

count of your wickedness ye will take His

innocent blood upon your own heads and

upon the heads of your children; and because

of Him your sanctuary shall be desolate

and polluted to the foundations, and ye

shall no more have a holy place, but ye

shall be scattered throughout the Gentiles

and be a curse, until He shall again visit

you, and in pity He shall receive you again

through faith and water.

w And now having heard concerning the

seventy weeks, hear also concerning 'the

1. Another text ha. . righteousness. .
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priesthood. In each jubilee shall be a priest-

hood : and in the first jubilee, he who is

first anointed to be priest shall be great,

and shall speak to God as to a father, and

his priesthood shall be perfect with the Lord,

and in the day of his joy shall be the sal-

vation of the world. And in the second

jubilee, he who is anointed, is conceived

for the niourninjr of his beloved ones; and

his priesthood shall be honoured and shall

be srlorified by all. And the third priest

shall be surrounded by affliction. And the

fourth shall be in f]^rief, and much iniquity

shall be laid upon him, and in all Israel

every man shall hate his neighbour. And
the fifth shall be surrounded with darkness

;

likewise also the sixth. And in the seventh

there shall be pollution, which I am not

able to declare before men, but they who
committed it shall know it. Therefore they

shall be in captivity and in suffering, and

their land and their power shall be destroyed.

And in the fifth week they shall return

unto their desolate land, and shall restore

the house of the Lord. And in the seventh

week there shall arise priests, worshippers

of idols, and brawlers, covetous, proud,

lawless, unclean, abusers of themselves with

mankind and beasts.
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» And thereafter the Lord shall take venge-

ance upon them, and priesthood shall faiU

Then the Lord shall raise up a Priest, to

whom all the words of the Lord shall be

revealed, and He shall execute true judg-

ment upon the earth a great many days.

And His star shall shine from heaven as

the stiir of a king, shedding forth the light of

knowledo^e as the lio-ht of middav before the

sun, and He shall be magnified in the world

until the day of His Ascension. And He shall

ascend up from the earth as the sun, and

shall drive away all darkness from under

heaven, and there shall be peace in all the

earth. In those days heaven shall exult^

and the earth shall rejoice, and the clouds

shall be glad, and the knowledge of the

Lord shall be poured out upon the earth

as the water of the sea ; and the angels of

the glory of His presence shall rejoice in

Him. The heavens shall be opened, and from

the temple of His glory sanctification shall

come upon Him with the Father's voice, as

from Abraham to Isaac, and His glory shall

be showed upon Him. And the Spirit of

wisdom and of knowledge shall rest upon

Him in the water. He also shall make known
the truth of the Lord, that thev should walk

in the truth for ever. And in all genera-^
j
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tions there shall none succeed Him for ever.

And in His priesthood the Gentiles shall

multiply upon earth by knowledge, and

they shall be enlightened through the grace

of the Lord ; but Israel shall diminish by

Ignorance and shall be darkened with mourn-

ing. And in His priesthood sin shall come
to an end, and the lawless shall rest from

€vil ; but the righteous shall rest in Him;
for even He shall open the gates of para-

dise, and restrain the sword which threat-

ens Adam, and shall give to the saints to

eat of the tree of life. And the Spii-it of

holiness shall be upon Him, and Belial shall

be bound by Him. And He shall give power
to his children to tread upon the evil spir-

its. And the Lord shall rejoice in His

children and shall be pleased in His Beloved

for ever. Then shall Abraham, Isaac and

Jacob exult, and I will rejoice, and all the

saints shall be clothed with gladness.

»And now, my children, ye have heard

all ; behold, choose for yourselves either the

light or the darkness, either the law of the

Lord or the ivorks of Belial. »

And we answered our father, saying

:

<( We will walk before the Lord accordinor

to His law. »

And Levi our father said to us : « The t
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Lord is my witness this day, and His angels

are witness, witnesses am I and you concern-

ing the words of my mouth. »

And we said: a Let them be. »

And then Levi ceased from giving com-

mandments to his sons; and he stretched

out his feet and was gathered to his fathers,

having lived an hundred and thirty-eight

years. And they put him in a coffin, in

Egypt ; and afterwards they carried him to

Hebron, and buried him with Abraham,

Isaac and Jacob.
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IV.

THE TESTAMENT OF JUDAH

CONCERNING FORTITUDE, AND LOVE OF MONEY,

AND FORNICATION, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS.

The order of the words of Judah, which

he npake to his sons before he died. Gather-

ing together they came to him ; and he

arose and sat up, and said to them

:

a I was the fourth son of Jacol), my father,

and l^eah my mother called me Judah, say-

ing: 'I will give praise to the Lord, because

he has given me a fourth son. ' I was swift

and active in my youth and obedient to my
father in everything; and I honoured my
mother and my mother's sister. And when I

became a man, my father Jacob prayed over

me, saying: 'Thou shalt reign and bear rule

over all.' And the Lord gave me favour in

all works, in the field and at home. I know
that I ran after a stag and caught it and

Digitized byLjOOQIC



392 THE TSSTAMSNTS OF THE Xn PATRIARCHS

gave it for meat to my father. And >vith

my swiftness I seized upon the roes, and

overtook all that was in the fields. Even

wild mares I outran and tamed them.

With my hands I did hunt wild beasts, and

many times I slew lions and plucked kids

out of their mouths : and a bear I took bv

its paw and cast it down a precipice; and

any wild beast that turned upon me I slew

it like a dog. I ran after a wild boar and

overtook it, and struck it and scattered its

bones. Once a leopard broke into Hebron

and leaped upon the dog, and I caught it

by the tail and cast it forth, and it was

found in the borders of Gaza dashed to

pieces. A wild bullock I seized by the horns

while it was grazing on the mountain, and

whirling it round I stunned it, and dashed

it down on the ground and slew it.

» And when the king of the Canaanites

came aniied against the flocks with much
people, I was alone; and I fell upon the

king of Sur and stopped him ; and I struck

him upon the legs, and threw him down,

and slew him. And the otlier king of the

Taphiens, as he sat upon his horse, I struck

and slew him, and so I scattered all his

people. And as for the king of Ochossor.

who was a giant, and, as he sat on hoi'se-
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back, had around liis loins a bow before

and behind, I lifted up a large stone, sixty

pounds in weight, and cast it upon his

horse, and slew him. And I fought with

the king Nachor for about two hours, and

shattered his shield, and cut off his feet,

and thus I killed him. And as I was put-

ing on me his cuirass, behold, seven men
his companions, came on and began to fight

with me, and I wrapped my garment round

my hand and slung stones, iuid killed four

men of them, and the ot.iers fled. And Ja-

cob my father slew Beliassath, king of all

the kings, who was a giant in strength,

and his height twelve cubits, and the dread

and terror of us fell upon them, and they

ceased from making war with us. Therefore

our father was without care, for I was with

my brethren in the wars ; for he saw

in a vision during the night, that an angel

of might followed me every where that I

should not be overconie by any man.

» And in the south there came upon us a

war more terrible than that with the She-

ehemites, and I set myself in array with

my brethren, and I pursued a thousand men
•of them, and slew of them two hundred

men and four kings. And I went up upon

their walls and slew four other kings ; and
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thus we set free Hebron and took all the

captives of the kings.

» And the next day we went to Ansta, an

impregnable city, strong and walled and
inaccessible ; and they threatened us with

death. Then I and Gad approached the wall

on the east side of the city, and Reubea
and Levi on the west. And they that were

upon the wall thought that we were alone

and continued to fight with us; and all

our brethren on both sides fastened naiU

in the wall and entered into the city with-

out their knowing it. And we took them

by the sword; and they that were upon

the wall fled and took refuge in the towers,

and we set tire to them and burnt both

the towers and them. And it came to pass

when we were departing the men of the

Thogaiens ^ fell upon our captives, and we
gave our captives into the hands of our

sons, and gathered oui*selves together to

tight with them ; and we beat them even

to Thaphu and slew them, and burnt their

city, and carried into captivity all the

things that belonged to them.

w And when I was at the watei^s of Chu-

zeba. the men of Jobel came out to war

1. ProlmMy « Tliaphions.

»

j<^ i
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with US. And we gathered together to war

against them, and caused them to turn their

backs and flee, and suffered them by no

means to come in unto us. And the men
of Machir came upon us on the fifth day

to carry away our spoil from us, and we
fought with them a fierce battle, and over-

came them; for there were many mighty

men with them ; and we slew much people

before we went up to the high places. And
when we came to their city, their women
rolled stones upon us from the top of the

mountain on which the city stood. And I

and Simeon hid ourselves behind the citv,

and got us up to the high places and de-

stroyed the whole city.

» And the next day we were told that the

men of Gass with a mighty king were com-

ing against us. Then I and Dan feigned

ourselves to be Aniorites, and making them

think that we were their allies, we entered

into the city. And in the depth of the night

we arose and opened the gates to our breth-

ren, and we destroyed all the men of the

city and all that was theirs ; and we made

spoil of their riches, and east down their

three walla.

» And we approached Tliamra, a refuge

fortress of all the kings who fought, and
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having been insulted by them we were

wroth and gave charge against them, so

that I reached the top of the mountain,

and they slung at me with stones, and shot

aiTows ao^ainst me; and had not Dan rav

brother helped me, they would have taken

me and slain. Therefore we ran upon them

in wrath and caused them to turn their

backs and flee ; and they passing by another

way besought our father, and we made
peace with them, and no hurt was done

to them, but we made a covenant with

them and restored to them their captives.

» And afterwards I built Thamna and my
father built Raphael. I was twenty years

old when this war occurred ; and the Ca-

naanites feared me and my brethren.

» I had much sheep, and the name of the

<!hief of my herdsmen was Iran the Odolo-

mite. When I went to him I saw Barsa

king of the Odolomites, who made us a

feast. And he entreated me and ffave me
Bersuah his daughter to wife, who bai-e

me Er, and Ouan, and Selom ; and the

Lord caused the two of them to die

childless; but Selom lived and ye are his

children.

» Eighteen years our father lived in peace

>Wth his brother Esau, and his sons with^
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US, after that we came from Laban, from

Mesopotamia of the Syrians. And it came

to pass when the eighteen years were end-

ed, in the fortieth year of my life, Esau,

the brother of my father, came upon us

with a great and mighty force ; and he fell

by the bow of Jacob ; and being dead he

was carried up to mount Seir; and as they

went he was buried in Ananiram. And we
pui-sued the sons of Esau, and they had a

strong city, with walls of iron and gates

of brass, and we could not enter into it

;

so we encamped around it and besieged it.

And when after twenty days they opened

not the gates to us, we set up ladders

against their walls, and placing shields upon

our heads, we mounted upon the wall ; and

I took large stones, three talents in weight,

and slew of them four mighty men. And
after me Reuben and Gad entered in and

slew six other men. Then they asked of us

peace ; and having first asked our father,

we received them as tributaries. And they

gave us always two hundred bushels of

wheat, and five hundred measures o( oil,

and fifteen hundred measures of wine, until

we came to Egypt.

» And afterwards, my son Er took to wife

Tamar, the daughter of Aram of ^[esppo-ot Jlesppo-
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tamia. But Er was malicious, and mistrusted

Tamar because she was not of the Canaanites

;

and the angel of the Lord cut him off the

second day of his wedding. And I would

have espoused to her Onan ; but he also

wickedly would not know her for a year.

And when I threatened him, he knew her;

however he destroyed his seed by spilling

it on the ground according to the command
of Bersuah his mother ; so he also died

because of his wickedness. And I wished

to give her to Seluni my third son, but my
wife Bersuah suffered me not, because Ta*

mar was not of the daughters of the Ca-

naanites, as she herself was. And I knew
that the race of the Canaanites was wicked,

but the thoughts of youth darkened my mind,

and seeing her in my drunkenness I was

deceived and fell before her counsels. And
while I was away, she went and took for

Selom a wife from the Canaanites; and

when I knew what she had done, I cursed

her in the bitterness of my heart ; and she

died because of the wickedness of her sons.

» And it came to pass after these things

that Tamar remained a widow; and after

two years she heard that I was going up
to shear my sheep, so she decked herself

in bridal ornaments and sat at the entrance^^^^t^
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of the square of the city. And I being

<lrunk with the wine of Chuzeb could not

recognize her because of the wine ; and

her beauty deceived nie on account of the

fashion of her dress, and leaning to her

I said :
' Let me come in unto thee. ' — And

«he said :
' What wilt thou give to me V '

—
And I gave her my staff, and my girdle

and the crown of my king<lom. And 1 went

in unto her, and she conceived from me.

And I not knowing wliat I had done,

wished to slay lier; but she secretly sent

my pledges and made me ashamed. And
I called her and heard from her the secret

words ichich I said while I was lying in

my drunkenness ; and I could not slay her,

because the thing was from the Lord. And I

thought within myself and said: 'May it not

be that she did deceitfully, and took the

pledges from another?' But I knew her no

more, and I have felt remorse until this

day ; because I committed an abomination

in IsraeL But tiie men of the city also

said, that such things had not taken place

at the gate; because she had come from

another land and sat in the gate for a lit-

tle while; and so I thought that no one

knew that I had gone in unto her. And
afterwards we came to EfEgypt because of ,
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the famine; forty and six years old was I

when I came here, and seventy-three years

did I live in Egypt.

» And now, my children, hearken to what

I command you, and keep the sayings of

Judah your father, to perform in the sight

of the Lord all righteousness and to obey

the commandments of God. And walk not

after the passions of your heart, neither

rely upon the thoughts of your mind lest

you fall into haughtiness ; neither glory in

the works of the strength of your youth,

for all this is evil in the sight of the Lord.

Because I also vaunted that I had never

been deceived by the allurements of wo-

men, and reproved Reuben my brother con-

cerning Bilhah, my father's wife. And then

the spirits of fornication and jealousy har-

boured in me, until I fell before Bersuah

the Canaanite, and Tamar who was es-

poused to my son. And I said to my father-

in-law :
' I will go and speak first with my

father and tell him, and then will I take

thy daughter to wife. ' And he showed me
in behalf of his daughter an enormous

quantity of gold, for he was a king. And
he had decked her with gold and silver

and pearls, and made her to pour out wine

for us at supper ; and she was very beau-^ ,
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tiful. And the wine led astray my eyes,

and darkened my mind, and my heart

yielded to lust ; and I loved her and was

overcome, and transgressed the command-
ment of the Lord and the commandment
of my fathers, and took her to wife. And
the Lord rewarded me according to the

thoughts of my heart, jind therefore I re-

joiced not in my three sons that I had

from Hersuah.

» And now, my children, be not drunk

with wine, for wine turns the mind from

the truth, and incites violent passion of

lust, and leads the eyes into error. For the

spirit of error and fornication has wine as

a minister to give pleasure to the mind
;

for these two take away the strength of

man. For if ye drink wine to drunkenness,

evil thoughts pollute the mind and excite

the body to fornication ; and if the cause

of the desire is near him, a man commits the

sin and feels no shame. Such is wine, my
children, that he who is drunken with it

is never ashamed. For, lo, it has seduced

me also, and I was not ashamed of the

multitude that was at the gate, but in the

sight of all I turned aside unto Tamar

and committed abomination. And now I

have disclosed to my children the worlds
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of iiiy uiicleanuess, because I was drunken

and did not fear the connnandinents of

God, and took to wife a Canaanite. lie who
drinks wine, my children, nee<ls discretion

;

and wisdom in drinking depends upon this,

that when a man has to drink wine he

should drink with decency ; but if he go

beyond this limit, he receives into his mind
the spirit of error, which makes tlie dr\mken

to talk uncleanly and to deal wickedly,

aiul not to be ashamed of any one, but

even to glory in his shame, thinking to

liave done what is good.

» He that connnits fornication, though he

shall sutler loss, he mourns not, neither is

ashamed for the loss of Ids honour. For

although the fornicator l)e a king, lie is

stripped of his kingdom and becomes a

slave to fornication, as I also was stripped.

For I gave away my staff, that is, the sup-

port of my tribe ; and my girdle, that is my
power ; and the diadem of my head, that

is the glory of my kingdom.* Hut I repent-

ed for all these things ; I tasted neither

flesh nor wine until mine old age, nor

sought I any enjoyment. And the angel

of the Lord showed me, that for ever wo-

men shall bear rule alike over kings, and
over the poor ; and from the kings thev^ t
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shall take away the glory, and from gallant

men their strength, and from the poor even

the little support of their poverty.

» Therefore, my children, keep discretion

in wine ; for there are in it four evil spirits
;

the spirits of lust, of violence, of debauch,

and of covptousness. If ve drink wine wish-

ing to he glad, drink with the fear of the

Lord and with moderation, for if in your

gladness the fear of God departs, then it

becomes drunkenness, and shamelessness

/•omes in. It is better not to drink wine at

all, than that ye should sin in words of

outrage and dispute and calumny, and in

transgressing the commandments of tlie

Lord God. and so perish in due time. For

wine reveals the mvsteries of God and men
to aliens ; as I also revealed the command-
inents of God and the mysteries of Jacob

my father to Bersuah the Canaanite, to

whom the Lord commanded tliat thev should

not be revealed ; and wine is also a cause

of wars and riot.

»I command vou, mv children, love not

money, nor gaze upon the beauty of women

;

because on account of money and the beauty

of women I was led astray by Bersuah the

Canaanite. And I know that for these two

gs this race shall perish in whoredom^; t
igi ize y ^
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for even the wise men among my sons

shall they corrupt, and the kingdom of

Judah shall they disgrace, which the Lord

gave me on account of my obedience to

my father. For I never caused affliction to

Jacob mv father bv anv word, for I did

all things that he said. And Isaac, ^ the

father of my father blessed me that I should

reign over Israel : and Isaac in like manner
added unto the blessings. Wherefore I know
that from me the kingdom shall be estab-

lished.

» For I have read in the writings of

Enoch the Just how much evil ye shall

commit in the latter days. Therefore, my
children, keep yourselves from fornication

and from drunkenness and from the love

of money, and hearken to Judah your fa-

ther ; for the love of money separates from

the law of God, and blinds the thoughts

of the soul, and teaches pride, and suflFers

not man to have compassion upon his neigh-

bours ; it deprives his soul of all good

things, and encompasses him with sorrow

and sighing, and consumes his body, and

mocks at the sacrifices of the Lord, and

hearkens not to a prophet when he speaks,

1. Thus the Armenian text.
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and withstands the words of godliness.

My children, the love of money leads to

idolatry; because the seduction of money

makes men to call them Gods that are no

Gods, and causes them who have it to fall

into torpor. For the sake of the money of

Bersuah my wife. I lost my children, and

had not the mortification of my flesh and

the prayers of Jacob my father saved me,

I should have died childless. But the God
of my fathers is pitiful and merciful ; He
knew that I acted through ignorance, for

the Prince of error caused me to stumble

and I was ignorant as a man, and as flesh

I was steeped in sin.

» Therefore now. my children, learn that

two spirits attend upon man, the spirit of

truth and the spirit of error, and in the

midst of the two is the intelligence of the

mind. For iniquity and truth are written

upon the breast of man; and God knows

every man, and there is no time at which

man can hide his works, for upon his

breast they are written, and the Spirit of

truth testifies of all things and accuses all

;

and the sinner is burned as with fire, and

cannot lift up his head.

» And now, my children, love Levi, that

ye may live for ever and perish not. E^r t
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the Lord has chosen him rather than you

:

draw near to him and eat of his table and

of the prosperity of the sons of Israel.

And thou^ shalt be king in the midst of

Jacob, and shalt be as a sea ; as upon it

the righteous and sinners are in danger,

80 also in thee all the race of Israel shall

be in danger and shall transgress ; for they

who shall reign in thee, shall be as whale^v

and shall swallow up Israel like fishes

;

their sons and daugliters will they enslave,

and they will plunder their houses and

lands and flocks and riches, and the flesh

of many shall they give for meat to the

vultures and to the ravens. And there shall

be prophets tossed as it were by tempest,

and all the righteous shall be persecuted.

And the Lord shall bring upon them di-

visions, and there shall be wars between

Israel and the Gentiles; and their kingdom

shall be in abeyance until tlie Salvation

of Israel shall come. And then Jacob shall

abide in peace, and He shall guard the

might of my kingdom for ever. For the

Lord sware to me with an oath that the

kingdom should never fail from my seed

for ever.

1. It soems that the Armenian text here is corrupt. /^^^^^T^
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» I grieve much, my children, for the

sins and witchcrafts and idolatry which

ye will commit, following the errors of

ventriloquists, diviners, and enchanters. Ye

will make your daughters singing-girls

and harlots, and they will join in the pol-

lutions of the Gentiles; therefore the Lord

shall bring upon you famine and earth-

quake, death and the sword of your enemies

shall beset you, your friends shall spoil

you, ye shall suffer loss and pain, your

cliildren shall be slain, ye shall be separa-

ted from your wives, your goods shall be

plundered, ye yourselves shall be taken

captive and become servants of the Gen-

tiles, and they shall make some of you eu-

nuchs for their wives.

» And whensoever ye shall return to

the Lord with all your heart, and repent

and walk in all His commandments. He
will visit you in His mercv, and bring vou

out of captivity. And afterwards the Star of

peace shall rise, and shall walk in the midst

of men in meekness and righteousness

;

the heavens shall be opened above Him and

the blessings of the Holy Father shall be

poured upon Him, who is Christ, and He
shall pour upon men the spirit of grace,

and ye shall be to Him sons of adoption
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in truth, and ye shall walk in His command-

ments, the first and the last.

» Then a stem shall come forth from me,

and the sceptre of my kingdom shall blos-

som, and upon your root the prophets shall

lay the foundations. And from it shall come

forth the Sent, who is the rod of righteous-

ness of the Gentiles, to judge and to save

all them who call upon the name of the

Lord. And afterwards Jacob shall come to

life, and Israel shall arise, and I and my
brethren shall be chiefs of our tribes. First

Levi ; myself the second, Joseph third

;

Benjamin fourth ; Simeon fifth ; Issachar

sixth, and so all. And the Lord shall bless

Levi, and the Angel of His presence, me;
and the Angel of His glory, Simeon; the

heaven, Reuben ; the earth Issachar ; the

sea, Zabulun ; the mountains, Joseph ; the

tabernacles, Benjamin ; the stars, Dan
;

deHght, Xephtali; power and stability. Gad;

the olive, Asher. And they shall be a peo-

ple of the Lord, with one heart and one

tongue, and there shall no more l)e in vou

a spirit of error, for the unclean spirits ot

the Evil One shall be cast out for the ever-

lasting judgment, and they who have died

in grief shall arise, and they wlio died

for the sake of the Lord shall awake. And
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the harts of Jacob shall run, and the heif-

ers of Israel shall leap, and all the people

of Israel shall glorify the Lord for ever.

Observe therefore, my children, all the law

of the Lord, for He is the hope of all them

that walk aright before Him.

» And now I die before your eyes this day

nn hundred and nineteen years old. Let no

one bury me or disembowel ; but carry me
away with you up to Hebron. »

And they did according as he command-
ed them. And Judah slept with his fathers,

to the glory of God.
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V.

THE TESTAMENT OF ISSACHAR

SON OF JACOB,

WHAT THINGS HE SPAKE TO HIS SONS.

The order of the words of Issacliar when

he was about to end hi."^ life. He called

his sons and said:

» Hearken, my children, to Issachar, your

father, and give ear to the words of the

beloved of the Lord. I was born from the

hire of the mandrakes ; for Reuben brought

in mandrakes from the tield, and Rachel

met him first and took them out of his

bosom.

wAiul Reuben began t<> weep, and Leah

his mother liearing his voice said to Rachel

:

* Give me the mandrakes.
*

»> And these mandrakes were sweet-smell-

ing apples, and they are produced in the

woods of the land of Aram.
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» And Rachel said :
^ I will not give them

to thee, but thev shall be to me instead

of children.

'

»And there were two apples.

nAnd she said: ' Thoic hast many children,

aiid I have not
'

» And Leah said :
^ Sufficeth it not for

thee that thou hast taken the husband of

my virginity ? Wilt thou also take these

mandrakes ?

'

» And Rachel said :
' Behold, let Jacob be

to thee this night instead of these man-

drakes.
'

wAnd Leah snid to her: ^ Vaunt not and

boast not thyself, for Jacob is mine, and

I am the wife of his youth.

'

» And Rachel said : ' However he was es-

poused to me before thee, and for my sake

he served Lahan, my father, fourteen years.

Now what shall I do to thee, for thine

artifices are increased upon the earth ; hadst

thou walked in the right way, thou wouldest

not see the face of Jacob; for thou wast

not his wife, but deceitfully thou wast given

to him in my stead, for my father deceived

me and left me not there, for had I been

there, this had not been.
'

» And Rachel spake again and said :
' I

will take one of these mandrakes, and for
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the Other I will give Jacob in hire to thee

for to-night.

'

» And Jacob knew Leah that night and

she bare me to him, and on account of the

hire I was called Issachar. Then a vision

appeared to Jacob concerning Rachel, that

she bare two children because she had

despised her husband's bed and had chosen

continency. And if Leah my mother had

not given the two apples for tlie sake of

the marriage bed, she would have borne

eight sons ; but for this thing she bare six

sons, and Kachel bare the two, because on

account of the mandrakes the Lord visited

her ; for He saw that for the sake of child-

ren she would lie with her husband and

not for sensual pleasure. And the next day

Leah my mother got up and asked for Ja-

cob, for there was love of pleasure in her

and not the wish to bear sons. And Rachel

took also the other mandrake, and because

she desired them, she ate them not, but

she Ijrought them to the house of the Lord

and presented them to the chief priest of

the Most High at that time, and he blessed

Rachel in her two sons.

» But, my children, when I became a man
I walked in uprightness of heart, and be-

came a husbandman for Jacob my father
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and for my brethren, and according to the

season I brought in everything from the

fields, and in my doings I was not curious.

Therefore I was thirty years old when I

took a wife; for the labour consumed my
strength and in those years I did not think

at all about marrying. And my father re-

joiced for my simplicity ; for on whatever

I laboured I divided not ;
^ therefore mv

father often blessed me.

»And now, my children, hearken to me.

and walk in uprightness of mind ; because

I have seen in it what is pleasing to the

Lord, and against it the spirit of error has

no power. Wherefore I knew not how to

make choice in women's beauty, and there

was not envy in my thoughts, nor lust of

gold in my mind, for I walked in simpli-

city of mind and beheld everything in up-

rightness; I never cast my eye upon error

lest I should see perversely, and it should

bring me into troubles,

» Now observe the law of the Lord and

win simplicity of mind ; bow down your

shoulders to husbandry and labour in the

works of the ground, so that in the fruit

1 Probably something is wanting in the Armenian
text. ^^ I
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of your labours God may be blessed; for

no other portion is given to you. Therefore

also our father Jacob in his blessings, for

Levi foretold the leadership, and Judah

was jjlorified amonor the sons of Jacob.

Obey them, and turn not aside from the

simplicity of your father, for unto Gad
has been given to put an end to the trials

that are coming upon Israel.

» I know, my children, that in the last

times your sons will forsake their simplicity

and will leave husbandrv and walk after

their own thoughts ; and they shall be dis-

persed among the (J entiles, and shall serve

their enemies. Now do ye also say these

things to your children, that when they

sin, they may quickly return to the Lord;

for He is merciful and will preserve them

;

He will deliver them and brin^j them back

into their land. I am an hundred and twen-

ty-two years old, and I know no sin in

myself, and have not committed fornication;

in my diversions I drank not wine, so that I

should be led astray, and deceit never entered

into my mouth, nor did I He to my neighbour,

in all my days I acted righteously in every-

thing and walked in holiness. »

All these things Issachar spake to his

sons, and commanded them to carry up Iur t
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bones to Hebron and there to l)iny them

in the cave of Machphehih. And stretching

out his feet, he tell asleep in the land ot

Rhacolm ; and having all his limbs sound,

in his strength he slept the eternal sleep,

to the «rlorv of God.
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VI.

THE TESTAMENT OF ZEBULUN

SON OF JACOB.

The order of the \\ ords of the testament

of Zebuluii, which he transmitted to his

sons in the hundred hulI twenty-fourth year

of his life. Two years after the death ot

Joseph he called his sons and said to them

:

» Hearken to me, ye sons of Zebulun, and

give ear to the words of your father. I am
Zebulun, a good gift to my parents; be-

cause when I was bom my father increased

exceedingly in flocks, and in cattle, and

in all kinds of possessions. And pay heed

to this, my children, that I know not that

I have sinned in my days, nor can I

remember to have ever committed ungod-

liness , save when through ignorance I

transgressed against Joseph ; for I kept the

matter secret, with my brethren, and told
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not to my father Jacob what had been done,

but I wept for the sake of Joseph many
days, for I feared my brethren. And when
they wished to kill him, I many times cried

out in the midst of them that they should

not commit such an iniquity. For Simeon

and Gad rushed upon him, and Joseph fell

upon his face and said weeping :
* Have pity

on me, my brethren, and have compassion

upon the old age of Jacob my father, and

lay not your hands upon me, for I have

not sinned against you ; but if I have sin-

ned, chasten me sore and do me no harm,

for the sake of Jacob your father. ' And
while he was saying these words, my heart

was touched with pity, and my bowels

were smitten with anguish, and all the

strength of my soul failing within me I

wept with him ; for my heart was filled

with terror, and I was not able to stand.

And when he saw me weeping with him,

and they coming against him to slay him,

he fled behind me and entreated them.

Then Reuben rose and said :
^ My brethren,

let US not slay him. but let us cast him

into one of these dry pits which our fathers

dug, and found not water. ' For the Lord

sutfered not the water to rise in them for

this cause, that Joseph should be saved. And t
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they did so, and at last we sold Joseph to

the Ishmaelites ; but in the price I did not

share, my children, for Simeon and Gad,

and six other of the brethren took it and

bought sandals for their own feet and for

their toiveSy saying :
^ We will not eat of

it, for it is the price of the blood of our

brother, but we will trample upon it for

his saying that he should reign over us.

'

Therefore in their law it is also said

:

MVhosoever will not raise up seed to his

brother, his shoe shall be taken otf and thev

shall spit upon it. '
^ And because the breth-

ren of Joseph were not willing that their

brother should live, the Lord also took

from off them the shoes which they had put

on against him, for they all, when they

came to Egypt, not only adored him, but

were even put to shame before the Egyp-

tians, because it was heard of throughout

all Ec?ypt.

»Now when they cast Joseph into the pit,

they wished to take food, but Judah ate

not with them, but watched, for he fear-

ed lest Gad and Simeon should run and

slay Joseph. And when Judah saw that I ate

not, having observed th.at I had tasted no

1. Another MS. has « and they shaU spit in his fao€u^>I nis rao€u^> t
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food, he set nie to watch him until they

sold him. And he remained in the pit three

nights n'ithoiit anj/ food. And so Joseph was
sold, and ichen Reuben heard that lie had

hee^i sokly he rent his clothes and mourned,

saying :
' How shall I look Jacob my father

in the face?' And he took the money and

ran after the merchants ; and he found them

not, for they had left the highway and

had "^one bv another wav which was short-

^r; and so in that day Joseph disappeared.

» And Dan came unto Reuben and said :

* Weep not, neither mouru ; for I have

4levised somewhat to say unto Jacob our

father. Let us slay a kid and dip the clothes

4>f Joseph in its blood, and let us say to

Jacob :
' Mark if this be not the coat of Jo-

seph thy son ? ' And they did so ; but Sim-

eon had the coat and would not give it

up to them: because he was angry that

Joseph was still alive and they had not

slain him ; so we rose up against him,

«saying :
' If thou givest not up the coat,

we will say that thou only hast done this

iniquity in Israel. ' Then he gave it to

Its. Thus they did as Dan had said unto

them.

» And now, my children, / command you,

keep the commandments of the Lord, as/Ht^^^i^
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myself have kept them, and received favour

from God ; for all my brethren fell sick, but

I passed my days without sickness; for the

Lord kuoweth the wishes of everv one's heart.

Have compassion within you, my child-

ren, for whatever a man does to his neigh-

bour, so the r^ord will do to him. Therefoix%

my children, the sous of my brethren were

sickening and even dying because of Joseph,

but ye, my sous, have been preserved in

health, as ye know.

» Also when we were in the land of the

Canaanites, by the coast of the sea, I fished

and caught fish for Jacob my father to eat,

when many amongst us fell ill, and I only

kept my health.

»I was the first to make a boat and. to

go out to sea ; for the Lord gave me in-

telligence, and I fixed wood behind it, and

I spread out linen in the midst of the ui>-

right piece of wood, and in the midst of

the boat, and went sailing along the shore

of the sea and caught fish for the house of

my father, until we came to Egypt. For

five years I went fishing in the summer,

and in the muter I pastured the flock with

my brethren.

» And when we came to Egypt, Joseph

remembered not the evil they had done Jto^^^T^
•^
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him. Looking upon him, do ye likewise, my
children, love one another, and bear not

in mind, nor consider each one the evil of

his brother, for this destroys unity and sets

brethren at variance. Look, my children,

^it the waters : when they flow together they

carry along stones, trees, earth and sand
;

but if they are divided into many parts, the

earth covers them and they are neglected

l)y all men : and so shall yc be also, if ye

be divided. For to everything that the Lord

made, He granted a head ; for He gave two

shoulders, two feet, and other members,

but made them subject to the one head.

Now I have learned in the writings of my
fathers that ve will be divided in Israel,

and ye will follow two kings, and will

commit every abomination, and your ene-

mies shall carry you away captive. And
among the Gentiles ye shall suffer every

kind of infirmity and tribulation. But after-

wards ye will remember the Lord, and

through repentance ye shall l)e comforted,

and He will carry you l)ack, for He is

merciful and full of pity, and remembers

not the iniquities of the sons of men, because

they are flesli. and the spirit of error de-

ceives them in all their doings. And after-

wards the Lord Himself shall make the light
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of His righteousness to shine forth ; and ye

shall return into your land, and shall see

the Lord in Jerusalem. And again ye ^vill

provoke Him. and ye shall be cast out

among the Gentiles, until the time be ful-

filled.

» And now, my children, be not grieved

at my sayings, nor be troubled because I

am passing away out of this life ; for I shall

arise again in the midst of you, and I will

rejoice in my tribe, for them that shall ob-

serve the law of the Lord. But upon the

ungodly the Lord shall bring everlasting

fire, and shall destroy them from among
the sons of Israel. Now I hasten unto mv
rest as our fathers did, but do ye fear the

Lord. »

And having said this, he died, and his

sons put him in a coffin ; and afterwards

they carried him away and buried him in

Hebron, with his fathers, to the glory of

God.
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VII.

THE TESTAMENT OF DAN

CONCERNING PRIDE, AND HATRED, AND ENVY.

The order of Dan, the son of Jacob,

which he spake to his sons and daughters

at the end of his days. In the hundred and

twenty-fifth year of his life he called his

sons and said to them

:

« Hearken, ye sons of Dan, to my words*

and pay heed to the words of my mouth.

I have proved in my heart and knew
throughout my life, that truth with up-

rightness is good before God and well-

pleasing to Him ; and that lying and anger

are evil, for they teach men all wicked

things. No\\* I confess before you this day,

my children, that I felt pleasure in my heart

for the death of Joseph, the righteous and

true man ; and I rejoiced at the selling of

him, because my father loved him more

than us. And the spirit of hatred and envy
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said to me :
* Thou also art a son of Jacob.

'

And hne of the spirits of Belial wrought

with me, saviuff :
' Take this sword and

slay Joseph, and thy father shall love thee

when thou hast slain him. ' This spirit

of anger persuaded me to suck the blood

of Joseph, as a leopard sucks the blood of

a kid. But the God of Jacob our father let

him not fall into my hands, for I found

him not alone, nor suffered me to connnit

this iniquity, that two tribes in Israel should

not be destroyed.

» And r.ow, my children, behold, .1 am
dying and I tell you in truth, unless ye

keep yourselves from the spirit of deceit and

of lying, ^ and love truth and long-suffering,

ye shall perish. There is blindness in wrath,

my children, and there is no wrathful man
who with truth looks in the face of another

j)erson, though it be a father or a mother

;

the brother he knows not, and the prophet

of the Lord he obevs not, and ri^fhteous

men he regards not. For the spirit of deceit

compasses him with tlie nets of rudeness,

and blinds his natural eyes, and through

falsehood darkens his mind, and ^jfives him

over to his own sight. Then he shuts him

1. Tho Armenian text has t mmn,.pk%k * of lying » pro-
l)ably must be t *»rm^^ph%k « of wrath. * ^ r^ i
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in with his own eyes, and compasses him

with hatred of heart, and gixi^H him a sjiir-

it of enmity against his brother.

» And the envious becomes wicked with

-smger, my children, because anger becomes

the soul of his soul, and the body of the

angry man it makes its own, and becomes

master of his soul ; and to his bodv ogives

its own iniquity. And when the soul does

anything, it justifies what has been done,

for it sees not. Therefore if the man of

wrath be a mighty man, he has triple might

in his anger ; first by the help of his fellow-

workers ; and secondly by his wealth, where-

with he persuades and overcomes in injustice

;

und thirdly by taking possession of Ihe natural

might of his own body and with it working

evil. But if he be a weak man. he has two-

fold might out of that which is in his na-

ture; for wrath helps him always in iniquity.

Now this spirit f/oes always ^ with lying at

the right hand of Satan, that his works may
l>e with >vrath.

» Now understand the power of wrath,

that it is vain. For at first it stings with

words, and then by deeds strengthens him

1. From the Greek, as it is wanting in the Armenian
text
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who 18 angry, and by small losses troubles^

his thoughts, and thus incites his soul unto

wrath.

» Now when some one speaks with you, ^

let not your hearts be moved to anger

;

and if any man praises you as good exalt

not yourselves to pleasure, nor to excite-

ment. Because pleasure at first rejoices the

hearing, then stirs up the mind and reveals

the thoughts of the provoker; and he who
has become wrathful thinks that he is justly

angry. And if, my children, ye fall into

any loss or punishment, be not troubled

;

for the spirit of error desired to bring that

about, and he caused the loss that man
should be grieved by regret for it. If ye

suffer loss willingly, be not grieved ; for

from grief comes wrath. And wrath with

lying is a two-fold evil, and they help one

another that they may trouble the mind :

and when the soul is often troubled, the

Lord departs from it and Belial becomes

master of it.

») Now, my children, keep yourselves in

the commandments of the Lord, and forsake

not His law: keep away from wrath and

hate lying, that Belial may flee from you

1. Thus the Armenian text; probably must be < against
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and the Lord may dwell in you. Speak

the truth every man with his neighbour^

and ye shall not fall into revengefulnesn.

and confusion; but ye shall be always in

peace, having the God of peace, and war
shall cease among you. Love the Lord

through all your life, and love one another

with a holy heart.

» I know that in the last days ye will

estrange youi-selves from the Lord, and ye

will arise against Levi, and will fight

against Judah, but ye shall not prevail

against them ; bet^ause the angel of the Lord

shall guide them, and by them Israel shall

be established. And turning aside from the

Lord, ye will walk according to your own
pleasure, and ye will work abomination

with the Gentiles, and will commit forni-

cation with the wives of sinners, and the

spirits of fornication and of error shall work

in you all iniquity. For I have read in the

writings of Enoch the Just, that your prince

shall be Satan, and that all the spints of

fornication and pride shall obey Levi, and

they shall lay snares for the sons of Levi^

and will sin with the priests in all things^

And the sons of Judah will become covet-

ous, plundering like lions, what belongs

to others. Therefore ye shall go with them
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into captivity, and there ye shall suffer

with them all the plagues of the Egyp-

tians, and all the wickedness of the Gen-

tiles. Bnt ye will return to the Lord, and

He will have mercy upon you, and will

bring you to His sanctnary, and gi-ant you

peace. And from the house of Judah and

the tribe of Levi there shall arise unto you

the Salvation of the Lord, and give peace

to Israel for ever. And He shall make war

against Belial, and shall call unto Himself

the souls of the saints, and shall cause the

hearts of the unfaithful to turn to the Lord,

and the vengeance of victory He shall give

to his fathers, and He shall rescue the cap-

tives from Belial. And He shall give ever-

lasting peace to them who call upon Him,

and all the saints shall rest in Eden ; and

in new Jerusalem the righteous shall rejoice,

which shall be to the g:lory of God for ever.

And Jerusalem shall no more be a desola-

tion, and Israel shall not be led captive.

And the Lord shall be in the midst of

them, and shall walk with men ; and the

Holy One of Israel shall reign in Jerusalem

in peace, in humilit// and in poverty ; and he

who believes in Him shall reign in truth

in the heaven, for ever.

» And now, my children, fear the Loixi
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and take heed to yourselves, and keep your-

selves from Satan and his evil spirits ; and

draw near to God, and His Angel will pro-

tect you ; because He is a mediator between

Goci and man for the peace of Israel. He
shall withstand the kingdom of the Ene-^

my, and therefore the Enemy is eager

to seduce all them that call upon the name
of the Lord. Because he knows that in the

day in which Israel shall he established, the

reiofn of the Enemy shall come to an end

:

for the Angel of peace Himself strengthens

Israel that he come not to an evil end.

And it shall come to pass that in the time

of Israel's iniquity, the Lord will depart

from them and go to the Gentiles, and to

him who will do His will ; for no one of

the angels is equal to Him, and His name
shall be proclaimed throughout all the

world and in Israel.

» Therefore, my children, keep yourselves

from all evil works, and cast awav from

you lying and all wrath; and whatsoever

things ye have heard from your father, tell

to your sons, that the Saviour of the Gen-

tiles may receive you ; for He is true and

long-suffering, gentle and meek, and by His

works He teaches the law of God. Keep

away from all iniquity and draw near to

Digitized byLjOOQIC



430 THE TESTAMENTS OF THE Xn PATRIABCHS

the righteousness of God, and your race

^hall be saved for ever.

» And now, my children, bury me near

my fathers. »

And when he had siiid this^ he kissed them

and slept the eternal sleep, and his sons

buried him. And after that they carried him

and put tiim near Abraham, and Isaac, and

Jacob. Nevertheless he prophesied concerning

them, that they should forget the law of

their God, and should become estranged from
the land of their inheritance, and from the

land of their fathers.
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VIII.

THE TESTAMENT OF NEPHTALI

THE SON OF JACOB,

CONCERNING NATURAL GOODNESS.

The order of the testament of Nephtali,

which he made in his time, in the hundred

and thirtieth year of his life. With one ac-

cord his sons came and gathered themselves

together, in the seventh month, on the first

<lay of the month ; and he being in good

health, made them a supper and feast. And
the next day when he awoke out of his

sleep, he said to them.

u Behold, I am dvinor. »

And they believed him not. And he bless-

ed tlie Lord and grew stron*r, remembering

that after the supper of the evening he

should die. Then he began to speak to them.

« Hearken, ye sons of Nephtali to your

father; I was born of Bilhah, for Rachel

acted craftily, and instead of herself, gayct
^

Digitized byLjOOQIC



432 THE TESTAMENTS OF THE XII PATRIARCHS

to Jacob Bilhah my mother, and I was born

upon Rachel's thighs. And while I was a

baby, Rachel kissed me, saying :
• Would that

the Lord would grant me a brother of thine

from mine own womb, like to thee. » There-

fore for the sake of Rachel's prayer I was

like to Joseph. And my mother Bilhah was

the daughter of Rutheus, the brother of

Deborah, Rebecca's nurse. Isaac s wife; and

they were born nn one and the same nij^ht,

my mother Bilhah and Rachel. And Rutheus

was of the race of Abraham, a Chaldean^

loving God, of free and noble birth; and

he was carried away captive and was bought

by Laban ; and he gave him Zaena his

handmaid to wife, who bore to him a daugh-

ter and called her name Zelpha, after the

name of the village from which he was

carried away captive. And after her she

bore Bilhah, saying :
• Strange haste my

daughter I ' for immediately she was bom,

she took hold of the breast of her mother

and eagerly sucked.

» And because I was swift as a hart, my
father appointed me for all commissions and

messages and deputations; therefore as a

hart he gave me his blessing. And as the

potter knows how much the vessel contains,

and brings to it so much clay, so also the^ t

Digitized byVjOOQIC



THE TESTAMENT OF NEPHTALI 43S

Lord in confomiity with the spirit makes

the body, and according to the might of

the spirit forms the man, and the one is

not deficient in eomparision with the other^

not so much as the least portion of a hair.

For all the creatures of the Most High are

by weight, and measure, and rule. And as

the potter knows the use of each vessel,

for what it suffices , so also the Lord in

conformity with the spirit makes the body,

determining how far it shall be capable of

good, or when it shall begin to do evil

,

for there is no created thing and no thought

that the Lord know^eth not, for He created

every man in His own image. As is his

strength, so are his works; and as his mind,

so are his occupations ; and as his eyes, so

also is his sleep; and as his soul, so also

is his word, either in the law of the Lord

or in the works of Belial. And as there is

a division between light and darkness, be-

tween hearinof and seeinof, so also there is

a division between man and man. between

woman and woman, and it cannot be said

that the one resembles the other, either in

the face or in the mind. God made every

thing good in its order. He placed the five

senses in the head, and to it he joined the

neck and the hair for beauty, the heart >for t

23 oyGoogle



-i34 THE TESTAMENTS OP THE XII PATRIARCHS

cheerin*]:, the bellv for the diviclinir of the

stomach , the pipes, the upper one and the

lower, for health, the liver for wrath, the

gall for bitterness, the spleen for laughter,

the reins for wickedness, the ribs for

strengthening the loins, and all the other

thin":s that are in it. So, niv children, be

ye orderly in all your works in that which

is good and in the tear of the Lord, and

do nothing disorderly and in contempt,

neither do anvthinii: out of due time. For as

so if thou didst command thine eye to hear,

it could not ; so neither can darkness work

the works of light.

» Now be not eager to corrupt the earth

through coveteousness in vour works, or

with empty words to deceive your souls ;

for by keeping silence in purity ot heart

ye shall be able to do the will of God,

and to frustrate the will of Satan. The

s.in, the moon, and the stai's, change not

their course ; neither mnst ve chancre the

law of God through the disorderliness of

your works. The (ientiles went nstray and

left the Lord, and changed their order, and

followed stones and wood, and went after

the spirit of deceit. But be not ye so, my
children, be not so; but acknowledge the

Lord of the firmament, of the earth, of the
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sea, and of all created things, that ye be-

come not as Sodom which changed the

order of its nature. In like manner the

wat(5her8 also changed the order of their

nature, whom the Lord cursed in the time

of the flood, and for their sake He changed

the nature of the fruits and made the earth

to be uninhabitpxl.

» These things, my children, I say to

vou, because I have read in the writinors

of Enoch the Saint, that ye also will depart

from the Lord, and will walk according to

all iniquity of the Gentiles, and will do ac-

cording to all the wickedness of the Sodomites.

And the Lord will bring upon you capti-

vity and ye shall serve your enemies, and

be subjected to all sutferings and tribula-

tions, until the Lord shall have consumed

you all. And after that ye have been re-

duced in number and made of no account,

ve will return and acknowledge the Lord

vour God, and He will make vou return

again into your own land, according to His

great mercy. And it shall come to pass,

when your children shall come into the

land of their fathers, they will forget the

Lord and will become ungodly ; and the Lord

shall scatter them over the face of all the

earth, until the Lord shall come with conv t
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passion, as a Man who shall work mercy and

righteousness unto all them who are far otf

and unto them that are near.

» Now in the fortieth year of my life, I

saw on the mount of Olives, on the east side

of Jerusalem, that the sun and the moon
stood still, and we all ran towards them. And
behold, Isaac, the father of our father, said

to us :
' Rnn and take hold of them, each

according to his strength, ' And we ran.

and Levi took hold of the sun, and Judah

of the moon, and both of them were lifted up

with them. And while Levi was hoMing the

sun, a young man gave me twelve branches

of palm. And Judah was bright as the

moon, and under his feet were twelve rays.

And Judah and Levi ran towards each other

and laid hold of each other. And lo, a

bullock stood upon the earth having two

very great horns, and upon his back were

eagle's wings ; and we wished to seize hinu

but we could not. But Joseph took hinu

and went up with him on high. And I saw

that he was in paradise; and lo, a holy

Book appeared to us, saying :
• Asiatics,

and Parthians, Persians and Elamites, Aj^sv-

rians and Galatians shall inherit in capti-

vity the twelve tribes of IsraeL
'

» And again after sei^en mont/is I saw^
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Jacob my father standing by the sea of the

Jaminites, and we his sons were with him.

And lo, a ship with sails set was coming

on. full of fish, without sailors or helmsman;

and upon the ship there was written :
' Ja-

cob's. ' And our father said to us :
' Let

us go on board our ship. ' And with him

we went on board our ship. And there a-

rose a tempest and a violent storm upon

the sea, and our father who held the helm

of the ship, flew away from us, and we
were tossed by the tempest, and borne along

over the sea; and the ship was filled with

water and broken by mighty waves, so

that it was crushed to pieces. And Joseph

fled away upon a skitf, and Judah and Levi

were together, and we were all scattered

to the ends of the earth. And Levi clothed

with sackcloth, implored the Lord for us.

And it came to pass, when the tempest

ceased, the ship reached the land, as if in

calm. And lo, Jacob our father came, and

we all rejoiced with one accord. These two

dreams I told to Jacob my father, and he

said to me :
' All these things must be ful-

filled in their time, and many afflictions

shall Israel endure.
'

» Then mv father said to me : ' I trust

in the Lord that Joseph lives, though I se^ ,
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him not; for I see that the Lord numbei-s

him ivith you. ' And he always said, weep-

ing : ^ Thou livest, Joseph, my child, and

I see thee not, and thou seest not Jacob

who begat thee. ' And he caused us to

shed tears on account of these words. And
my bowels yearned, and I wished to tell

him that Joseph had been sold, but I feared

my brethren.

» Now behold, my children, I have shown

you the last times, how all these things

shall come to pass in Israel; therefore ye

also give command to your children, and your

children to their children^ that they be united

to Levi and Judah. Kor through Judah shall

arise the Salvati(»n of Israel, and in Him
shall Jacob be blessed. For through his

tribe shall God appear and dwell among

men upon the earth, to save all the race

of Israel, and gather together the righteous

from the Gentiles. If ye work what is good,

my children, bolh men and angels will bless

you, and through you God will be glorified

among the Gentiles, and the devil will flee

from you, and the Lord will love you, and

the angels will help you. For as a man
who has brought up his children carefully

has a happy remembrance, so also good

works are remembered bv God. But if> t
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a man has not good works, angels and

men shall curse him. And through him

God will not be glorified among the Gen-

tiles ; but the devil will grow familiar with

him as his peculiar vessel, and every wild

beast will master him, and the Lord shall

hate him. For all the commandments of the

Lord are twofold, and they are fulfilled in

due order, thus there is a time for one to

approach his wife, and a time for continence

and for prayer; and both these two are

commandments, and if thev are not done

in due order they cause sin. So also is it with

all the commandments. Now be ye wise in

God, and prudent, knowing the order of

His commandments, and the institution of

all things, that the Lord may love you, »

And having told them many such things,

he prayed them to carry his bones to He-

bron and bury them with his fathers. And
when he had eaten and drunken with a

joyful heart, he covered his face and died.

And his sons did according to everything

that Xephtali their father connnanded them.
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IX.

THE TESTAMENT OF GAD

The order of the Testament of Gad, the

son of Jacob, what things he spake to his

sons, in the hundred and twenty-fifth year

of his life. He gathered together his sons

and daughters, and said to them:

» I was the ninth son ot Jacob, and I

was a man of strength to tend and follow

the flocks. I guarded the flocks, and when-

ever a lion, or leopard, or bear, or any wild

beast came and attacked the flock, I pur-

sued them ; and with my hand I seized

them by the foot and whirled them round

me and stunned and hurled them from me
about two furlongs; such a man was I.

» Now Joseph was pasturing the flocks

with us for about thirty days; and being-

delicate, he fell sick because of the heat,

and he returned to Hebron to his father,

and lay down near his father, because he^
Digitized byLjOOQIC



THE TESTAMENT OP GAD
'

441

loved him greatly. And Joseph told his

father, that the sons of Bilhah slew the

best of the flock and ate them, without

Reuben and Judah, for he saw when I

rescued a lamb out of the mouth of the

bear, and killed the bear, and slew the

lamb because it would not live, and we ate

it. This Joseph saw, and told Ids father.

And we were wroth with Joseph on ac-

count of this; so that I could not look at

Joseph with my eyes, nor hear of him with

my ears. And in our presence he reproved

us for having eaten the lamb without Judah.

And everything that Joseph said, Jacob

our father, believed.

» Xow% my children, I confess to you my
sin, that many times I wished to kill him,

for I hated him in my soul, and there was

no compassion in my heart for him; and

our hatred grew the more because of his

dreams ; and I would have destroyed him

oiit of the earth, like as an ox licks up and

destrovs the orass from the earth. Therefore

Simeon and I sold him to the Ishmaelites

for thirty pieces of money ; we hid the ten

and showed the twenty to our brethren
;

thus through covetousness I made gain

by his destruction. And the God of our

fathers delivered him from my hands that

I should not commit iniquity in Israel,yGoOgle
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» And now, my children, hearken to the

words of truth and work righteousness, and

do all the words of the Most High, and go

not astray through the spirit of deceit; for

it is evil in all the doings of men. For

whatsoever he that hateth doeth, is abomi-

nable; but if a man fulfils the law of the

Lord, every one praises him. And if any

one fears the Lord and is pleased with

righteousness, what man is there that loves

not such an one? He who praises not the

tinith corrupts his way ; he who bears envy,

worships vanity and loves arrogance, for

hatred has blinded his heart , as also it

caused mine to look on Joseph.

» Now, my children, preserve youi*selves

from hatred, for it causes men to work ini-

quity against the Lord Himself. For it wiW

not hear His commandment to love one's

neighbour, and it sins against God. If a

brother transgress, it immediately wishes to

proclaim it to all men, and is eager .that

he should be condemned for it, and be

punished and slain. And if he be a servant,

it urges him to accuse him to his master, and

would make him suffer every affliction, and

be mindful to slay him. For hatred works

together with envy, and moves always a-

gainst them who do that which is goo(L:> .
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for by hearing and seeing always their

prosperity, it sickens. And as love wishes to

restore the dead to life, and would rescue

him who is condemned to die ; so likewise

hatred would slay the living, and for the

slightest transgression suffers not a man to

live. For the spirit of hatred and cowardice

works together with Satan in all things tr>

men's destruction ; but the spirit of love

and long-suffering works together with the

commandments of God for the salvation of

men.

)) Hatred is evil, because it diveUs contin-

tialh/ tcith lying, sj)eaking always falsely

against the truth, and making small things

to be great ; it calls darkness, light, and

sweet, bitter; it teaches slander, and wrath,

and war, and injustice, and every excess

of evil, and fills the heart with devilish

poison. This I charge you from experience,

my children, that ye hate not one another;

for hatred is the loork of the deviL and

that ye remain steadfast in the love of

God. Righteousness removes hatred, an<l

humility destroys enmity. For the righteous

and the humble are ashamed to work

wickedness, being reproved of their own
hearts, for the Lord watches their thoughts

;

they slander not a true man, because the
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feai' of the Most High overcomes hatred,

for fearing that they should transgress

against the Lord, they are unwilling to do

any wrong, even in thought, against men.

All these things I saw and undei-stood

aftenvards, when, having offended against

Joseph, I repented. Because true repentance

towards God removes darkness and en-

lightens the eyes, and gives knowledge to

the mind, and guides the soul to salvation;

and whatsoever things a man has not learnt

from men, he learns through repentance.

»Now God brought upon me a disease of the

liver, and liad not the prayers of Jacob my
father come to my help, a little while more

and my soul had departed from me. Kor

in what things a man sins, by the same

he is punished ; and as my liver was

pitiless against Joseph, I fell sick in my
liver, and I sutfered without pity for eleven

months, even so long a time as I had

nourished evil hatred against Joseph until

we sold him. And now, my beloved, this

thing is true, thcd in whatsoever member a

man sins, in the same he suffers.

M And now, my children, love ye every

man his brother, and remove hatred from

your hearts, loving one another in deeds,

in words, and in the thoughts of the soul ^^
^
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for in the presence of my father I spake

peaceably with Joseph, bnt when I went

out of the presence of my father, the spirit

of hatred darkened my mind, and excited

my soul to slay him. Therefore love ye

one another willingly, and if ye transgress

against one another, tell it to each other

peaceably, and drive out the poison of ha-

tred, and keep not peilidy in your souls.

And if one confess and repent, forgive ye

him : but if one <leuy anything, dispute not

with him, lest he swear and thou sin doub-

ly, being the cause of his swearing. Let not

a stranger hear your secrets in your quar-

rels, lest he hate you and become your

enemy, and ye commit great sin ; and he

seek oftimes to slay thee wickedly, taking

the poison from thyself. Therefore if he deny

it and is put to shame, be silent and scold

him not before men ; for he who denies such

things repents and does not wrong against

any one, and also he will honour thee, and

fear thee and remain peaceable. But if he

be shameless, and wickedly lift up his

voice ; if he be such an one, stnve not with

him, but forgive him from thy heart, and

leave him in his own hands that he should

guide himself entirely, for thus it is fitting.

)) If a man is more exalted than gou.A)e
j
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not envioui^, rememberinj^ that every iiiau

shall die; but </ive praise to the Lord who
frrants good and protiuible things to eveiy

man. Consider the judgments of the Loi-d,

and keep thy mind in peace, and thou shalt

not be brought low. And though a man
become rich through iniquity, as Esau the

brother of our father, be not envious, but

acknowledge the commandments of the LoixJ.

For if ye gather wealth tlu'ough wickedness

and repent, you will be forgiven; but if

ye repent not. ye shall be kept for ever-

lasting punishment. For he who is poor

and free from envy, and gives thanks to

the Lord in all things, such a man is richer

than any other man, because he has not

the evil anxieties of other men. Therefore

remove hatred from vour souls, and love

one another in uprightness of heart.

M Tell this also to your sons, that they

should honour Judah and Levi, for from

them the Lord shall raise up the Salvation

of all Israel, And I know that in the last

times your children shall depart from Him,

and shall walk in all ungodliness and wicked-

ness and corruption, before the Lord, »

And having for a little while ceased from

speaking, he said again: a My children,

hear me, and bury me near my fathers.^ t
•^ "^
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Then kis^iiiig his sons, he slept in peace.

And after live years, they took him away
and bnried him with great pomp in Hebron,

with his fathers.
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X.

THE TESTAMENT OF ASHER

THE SON OF JACOB,

CONCERNING DUPLICITY AND VIRTUE.

The or<ler of the testament of Asher, what

things he spake to his sons, in the hun-

dredth and twenty-fifth year of his life. When
he fell sick, he called them and said:

» Hearken, ye children of Asher, to your

father, and I will show you the right

ways before the Lord. God has given two

wavs to the sons of men, and two minds,

and two ends. Therefore all things are

double, and the one is contrary to the other.

There are two ways, good, and evil, and

with them there are two minds in our

heart, which distinguish them. Therefore if

the soul takes pleasure in good, all its ac-

tions are in righteousness; and though it

sin, it forthwith repents, for it consider
^
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righteousness, and casts away wickednesSt

and forthwith removes evil from itself, and

uproots the sin. But if a man's mind cleave

to e\nl. all his doings are in wickedness^

which driving away from him the good, he

receives the evil, and then Belial rules him^

who though he work that which is good^

changes it to evil. For whenever he be-

gins to do good works, the end of his

works brings him to do eWl, because the

treasure of his mind is filled with the

mischievous poison of the Evil Spirit. There

is a Soul that speaks good instead of evil,

but the end of such things leads to mischief.

And there is a man who shows no com-

passion to him who serves him in evil ; and

this is duplicity, but all this is evil wise.

And there is a man that loves him who
works evil ; he also dwells in evil because

he wishes to die in iniquity for his sake;

and therefore he shows himself to be of

two faces ; all this is an evil work. And
though there is love, it is wickedness con-

cealing evil, which in name appears good,

but the end of the doing turns to evil.

» Again there are others who steal, work

injustice, plunder, defraud, and pity the

poor ; this also is double-faced, and is alto-

gether e^il. One man defrauds his neiffh-
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bour and provokes God, and swears falsely

against the Most High God and yet shows

mercy to the poor ; another lies against the

Lord who prescribes the law and provokes

Him, and yet refreshes the poor. Another

adorns his body and yet defiles the sotd;

he kills many and pities few; this is du*

plicity and wholly evil. Again othei's commit

adultery and fornication, and yet abstain

from meats ; and by fasting they work evil,

and by their power and their wealth they

j)ervert many, and yet in the pride of their

iniquity they show mercy; these also are

double-faced, and wholly evil. Therefore

such men are as swine with hairy feet, for

they are half clean^ but in reality they ai-e

unclean ; wherefore God also in the heaven-

ly tablets has thus said.

» Therefore, my children, be ye not like

to them wearing two faces in good and in

evil ; but walk only after goodness ; for

God rests in goodness, and men desire it.

Flee away from wickedness, destroying the

devil by your good works ; for they that

are double-faced serve not God, but their

own passion, so that they may please Be-

lial and men that are like themselves.

» For good men are single of face, and
though they be thought by them who are
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double-faced to sin, in the sight of God

they are righteous. There are many who in

killing the wicked do two works, an evil

and a good, however the whole is good,

because they uproot the evil and destroy it.

Again there are men who hate him who
show8 mercy as well as the wicked, and even

the adulterer, and the fasting man ; this also

is duplicity, yet it is good work; for they

imitate the Lord, as they receive not that

which seems good with tliat which is truly

good, but they receive the good that can-

not be seen and is secret, and mercy. A-

gain others desire not to see the goodness

in licentious men, lest the body be soiled

and the soul defiled; now this also is du-

plicity, but the whole is good. And such

men are like to stags and to bucks, because

on account of their wild nature they seem

to be unclean, but they are as a whole

iilean ; because in their zeal for God, they

keep away from what God by His command-

ments commanded men to hate, and keep

apart the evil from the good.

w Therefore, my children, see how there are

opposites in all things, set one against the

other, and the one is hidden by the other.

Death welcomes life, dishonour glory, night

the day, darkness the light ; but all thes^
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thinofs are under the dav and under the

righteousness of life ; wherefore even ta

death is reserved everlasting life. And it

may not be said that truth is a lie, nor

the right wrong; because all truth is under

the light. Now all these thinofs I have con-

sidered in my life, and I departed not from

the way of the truth of the Lord, but 1

searched out the commandments of the Most

High with all my heart, and with sincerity

I clave to that which is good.

» Therefore, my children , consider the

commandments of the Lord, and follow the

truth with sincerity ; for those that are

double-faced shall receive twofold pun-

ishment. Hate the spirits of error which

struggle against men; keep the law of the

Lord, and look not upon the evil as upon the

good; but look upon the thing that really

is good, and keep it in all the command-

ments of the Lord, occupying yourselves

with Him and finding rest in Him ; for the

ends at which men aim show their right-

eousness, and know the law of the Lord

from the law of Satan. For if the soul depart

troubled, it is tormented by the Evil Spir-

it, which it has served here in lust and

in evil works, but if it depart quietly, it

shall know the angel of peace, its comforter

in life. Digitized byLjOOQIC
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» Be not as the Sodomites, who knew
not the Lord's angel of peace and perished

for ever. I know that ye will sin and ye

shall be given up into the hands of your

enemies
;
your land shall be made desolate

and your sanctuary shall be polluted, and

ye shall be scattered unto the four corners

of the earth. And ye shall be divided from

one another and despised as useless water,

until the ^lost High shall visit the earth;

and He shall come as man, and with men
He will eat and drink, and in peace shall

He bruise the kead~-of- the dragon upon the

waters, and sliall save Israel and all the

Oentiles, being God but appearing as a man.

» Therefore tell this to your children,

lest they believe not in Him. For I have

read in the heavenly tablets that they will

disobey Him, and they will be utterly ini-

quitous against Him, giving no heed to

the law of C4od, but they will follow the

commandments of men and their wicked-

ness. And on account of this ye shall be

scattered as Gad and as Dan our brethren,

who have not known their land, neither

their tribe, nor their nation. But the Lord

will gather you together in faith through

the hope of His mercy, for the sake of A-

braham, and Isaac, and Jacob. »
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And having said these things to them^

he charged them saying: « Bury me in

Hehron. »

And he died and fell into a deep sleep*

And afterwards his sons did as he command-

ed them, and took him awav and buried

him with his fathers in Hebron.
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XI.

THE TESTAMENT OF JOSEPH

The order of the Testament of Josephs

When he was about to die, he called his

brethren and his sons, and said to them :

» My brethren and my children, hearken

to Joseph, the beloved of Israel your father,

and give ear to my words. In my life 1

have seen envy and death, and I wandered

not from the truth of the Lord. And these

my brethren hated me, but the Lord loved

me : these wished to slay me, but the God
of my father preserved me: they cast me
into a pit, but the Most High took me out

of it : I was sold for a slave, but the Lord

of all set me free: I was carried awav into

captivity, and His mighty Hand helped

me: I was afflicted by hunger, and the

Lord Himself nourished me: I was alone,

and the God of mv father comforted me :

I was sick, and God the guardian visited
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me: I was put in prison, and my God
shewed me great favour: I was in bonds,

and the Lord set me free: I was falselv

accused, and He justified me: amid bitter

words of the Egyptians, and He rescued

me, and even from the envy of my fellow-

servants He saved me, and exalted me.

» And thus Potiphar entrusted to me his

house, and I strove against a shameless

woman, who urged me to sin with her.

But the God of my father Israel rescued

me from the burning fire, I was cast into

prison and have been tortured, and the

Lord caused me to find pity in the sight

of the keeper of the prison ; for the Lord

doth not forsake them who fear Him, nei-

ther letteth them lose courage in bonds, or

in tribulations, or in dangers; for God is

not as a man that He should be ashamed,

nor is He afraid as the son of man, nor as

an earth-born man is He weak, nor can

He be repelled. For the Lord is everywhere,

and in divers ways He may be called up-

on, when departing for a little while to

prove the intention of the soul. In ten

temptations He showed me approved, and

in all of them I was found approved ; for

long-sulfering has power to heal, and gives

many good things to them who endure

patiently. Digitized byGoogle
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» How many times did the Egyptian

threaten me with death ! how often did she

deliver over me to punishments, and again

she called me, and threatened me; but I

would not fulfil her will. And she said to

me : ' Thou shalt be lord of me and of all

that is mine, if thou wilt give thyself to

me, and thou shalt be as my master,

'

» But I remembered the words of my
father Jacob, and I entered alone into my
chamber and prayed to God; and I fasted

on those seven days, and I appeared to the

Egyptian woman as if I had become more

•delicate; for they that fast for God's sake

receive grace of face. And wherever I went

I drank no wine, and taking the food of

three days I gave it to the poor and to

the sick. And I prayed also all the night

long, and early in the morning I sought

the Lord, and I wept for Memphah, my
Egyptian mistress. Because unceasingly she

harassed me much to commit fornication,

and at night she came to me under the

pretence of seeing me; and because she

had no male son, she alleged that she would

make me her son; and 1 prayed the Lord

for her and she bare a son. And for a long

time she embraced me as a son, and I

knew it not; and after this she wished to

Digitized byLjOOQIC



458 THE TESTAMENTS OF THE XU PATRIABCHS

draw me to commit fornication, and when
I understood it I was grieved to death ;.

and when she went out I came to myself,

and I mourned and wept for her many
days. When I knew her wickedness and

her error, I spake unto her the words of

the Most High, if perchance she might

turn from her evil passion,

» How many times she flattered me with

words as a holy man, and with deceitful

talking praised me before her husband and

exalted my chastity, and in secret she de-

sired to make me stumble. She openly ex-

alted me as chaste, and in secret she said

to me :
' Fear not my husband, because he

trusts in thy chastity, so that should one

tell him concerning us, he would not be-

lieve.
'

« And for all these things I lay upon

the ground, and implored the Lord in sack-

cloth to deliver me from the Eg}'ptian wo-

man. And when she could not prevail

against my exhortations, she came to me
wishing to learn the word of the Lord.

And she said to me :
' If thou wiliest that

1 should leave the idols, lie with me, and

I will persuade my husband to depart from

the idols and walk in the law of thy Lord.

'

* And 1 said to her: "The Lord wills not

Digitized byLjOOQIC



THE TESTAMENT OF JOSEPH 469

that His ministers should serve him in un-

cleanness, nor is He pleased with them that

commit adultery and fornication.
^

» And she remained silent, longing to ac-

complish her wish. And I applied myself

again to fasting and prayer that the Lord

might deliver me from her.

wAnd again another time she said to

me : 'If thou wilt not be an adulterer, I

will kill the Egyptian my husband, and

thus will I lawfully take thee to be my
husband.

'

» And when I heard this, I rent my
gaiment, and said :

' O woman, fear the

Lord, and do not this e\'il deed^ that thou

be not destroyed ; for I myself will tell

thy e^dl deeds to all men.

'

» She therefore being afraid, entreated

me to tell no one of her wicked deeds-

And she departed and sought to seduce me
with gifts, sending me all the delights of

the sons of men. She sent me food soaked

with enchantments ; and when the eunuch

who brought the food came, I looked up

and saw a terrible man giving me a sword

with its sheath, and I understood that it

was treacherv in order to seduce me, and

began to weep. And I did not taste either

of that, or of anv other of her foods.
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» And after one day she came to me and

she recognised the food, and she said to me

:

' What is this ? thou hast not eaten of

the food ?

'

» And I said to her : ' Because thou hadst

filled it with death ; and how then didst

thou say, I go no more near the idols, but

to the Lord ? Now therefore know that the

God of my fathers, by His angel revealed

to me thy wickedness, and I kept it that

it might be evidence to thee, so that thou

seeing it mightest perhaps repent. And
moreover know this, that the wickedness

of the ungodly prevails not agaiijst them

who serve God in chastity.

'

» And I took it and ate before her of

the food, saying to her: 'The God of my
fathers and His angel shall preserve me.

'

» And she fell upon her face at my feet

and wept ; and I approached and raised

her, and warned her; and she promised

me to work no more such ungodliness.

But her heart was lustfully set upon me,

and she sighed and was grieved. And when
the Egyptian her husband saw her, he

said :
' Why is thy countenance so sad ?

'

» And she said :
' A pain in my heart, and

the meanings of my liver oppress me
'

; and

he restored to health her who was not sick.

Digitized byLjOOQIC



THE TESTAMENT OF JOSEPH 461

» And the next day, when I was passing^

over, she ran to me, while her husband

was out, and said to me :
^ I will hang my-

self, or throw myself into a welL or over

a precipice, if thou wilt not lie with me.'

» And I understood that the spirit of

Belial troubled her. and prayed to the Lord,

and said to her :
' Why art thou troubled

and vexed, being lost in grievous sins?

Remember this, that if thou killest thvself.

Assitho, the concubine of thv husband,

being jealous against thy son, will smite

thy son, and will destroy thy memory from

off the earth.

'

» And she said to me :
* Behold, then thou

lovest me ! This is sufficient for me, that

thou carest for my life and death. Now I

hope to enjoy my desire.'

» And she knew not that for the sake

of my God I spake thus, and not for her

sake. For when a man falls into such rash

and evil passion, as she fell into, and is

enslaved to it: although he hear many
good things, being overcome by passion,

he will interpret them in favour of his

evil passion.
'

» Now, my children, I declare unto you,

that it was about the sixth hour, when
she went away from me ; and I knelt dowi)
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before the Lord the whole day and also

the whole night, and about dawn I rose

up weeping before the Lord, and imploring

the salvation of Memtha, the Egyptian wo-

man. And afterwards she came and took

hold of my garments, and dragged me with

violence to make me lie with her. And
when I saw that she was beside herself, I

let go my garment and fled away from

her naked. And then she accused me false-

ly and denounced me to her husband

,

and the Egyptian cast me into Ihe prison

in his house; and the day after he scour-

ged me and sent me into the prison of

Pharaoh.

» And while I was in bonds, the Egyp-

tian woman fell sick from her grief, and

she heard how unceasingly I sang praises

to the Lord while I was in the house of

darkness, and with a joyful voice I glori-

fied God who alone removed me from the

devices of the Egyptian ^^•oman.

» Many times she sent to me in the

prison, saying :
* Consent to my desire, and

I will cause thee be released from thy

bonds.

'

» And though she was sick, she came

down late in the darkness of the evening

and listened to my voice, while I was pray-
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ing, and sighed ; and when I heard her

sighs I kept silence. And when I was in

her house, she bared her arms, and breasts,

and legs to seduce me. But the Lord pre-

served me from her attempts.

» Therefore ye see, my children, how
great things are patience and prayer, and

temperance with fasting. Ye also, if ye follow

them, shall be delivered by the Lord from

pains and sufferings, and from tribulations

and evils

. . for either in word or in thought

ye may sin. My brethren know how my
father loved me, and I felt not pride in

my heart, though I was a child ; for I

knew that all things shall pass away, and I

kept myself within bounds, and honoured

my brethren; and through fear of them I

kept silence when they sold me, and told not

the Ishmaelites about my tribe, nor said

froui which tribe I was, nor that 1 was the

son of Jacob, a great man and a mighty.

» Do ye also, my children, love your

brethren, for every one who loves the law

of the Lord shall be loved by Him* Now
when I came with the Ishmaelites to the

Indcacopitae, they asked me, saying :
' Art

thou a slave or a free man ?

'

» And I said :
^ I am a slave by origin.

^
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» This I said to them, that I might not

put my brethren to shame.

» And their chief said ' to me :
' Thou art

not a slave, for thy countenance even makes

it manifest concerning thee.
'

» And he threatened me saying :
' Speak

the truth
;

' but notwithstanding I said

that I was a slave.

» Now when we came into Egypt, they

strove for me; and each of them offered

part of his own goods in exchange for me
that he should take me. Wherefore it pleas-^

ed them all to leave me in Egypt in

pledge with the Changer of their wares, until

they should return and bring merchandise^

And the Lord gave me favour in the sight

of the Changer of the wares, and he en--

trusted to me his house. And the Lord

blessed him for my sake and increased him
in gold and silver, and I dwelt with him

ninety-five days.

» Now Memphiah, the wife of Potiphar.

passed by and she looked and saw me,

and told her husband concerning the Chang-

er of wares, that he had become rich by

means of a Hebrew lad ;
' whom they say

indeed that they have stolen out of the

land of the Canaanites. And now enter

into judgment with them, and take the lad
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away from hini to be thy steward, and tlie

God of the Hebrews shall bless thee, be-

cause the grace of heaven is with him.'

» And at these words Potiphar rejoiced,

and commanded the Changer of wares to

be brought, and he said to him: 'What is

this that I hear, that thou stealest people

from the land of the Canaanites, to make
them thy slaves and maid-servants ?

'

» Then the Changer of wares fell upon

his face, saying: 'I pray thee, my lord, what

is this that thou savest ?
'

» And he said :
' From whence is thy He-

brew servant ?

'

» And he said :
' The Ishmaelites gave him

to me in ward until they should return.
'

» And Potiphar believed him not, but

commanded to scourge him naked. And
when he persisted in the same words, Pot-

iphar said :
' Bring hither the lad, and he

will tell us everything.
'

» And when they brought me in, I bow-

ed myself to the ground, for he was second

in rank to Pharaoh. And he took me apart

from them and said :
' Art thou a slave or

free ?
'

» And I said :
• I am a slave.

'

» And he said: 'Whose servant art thou?*

» And I said : • I am the Ishmaelite!^ ,
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» And he said :
' How hast thou become

their slave ?

'

» And I said :
' They bought me out of

the land of the Cauaanites.

'

» And he said to me : ' Thou liest.

'

» And he commanded me to be scourged

naked.

» But Memphiah was looking at me from

a window, and when I kept to my woixls,

he ordered me to be put in prison, 'until,'

said he, ' the owner of him shall come.

'

» And his wife said to him :
' Thy judg-

ment is unjust, for thou dost imprison as

guilty him that has been stolen ; but the

guilty one must be the Changer of wares,

aAd this lad thou must set at liberty so that

he may wait upon thee. ' For she eagerly

desired to see me, but I knew nothing

concerning these things.

» And he said to Memphiah :
' It is not

lawful for the Egyptians to take away that

which belongs to others before the matter

is proved.
'

» The Changer of wares said the same to

him, that his servant also must be impris-

oned, and then Memphiah held her peace.

»And twenty-four days afterwards came the

Ishmaelites, who having heard in the land

of the Canaanites that Jacob was mourning
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for his son, came to nie and said :
' How

is it that thou didst say unto us that

thou wast a slave ? and lo, we have learnt

concerning thee, that thou art the son of

a great man, in the land of the Canaanites,

and lo, he is mourning in sackcloth for

thee.
'

» And I would have wept much for the

sake of mv father, but I restrained mvself,

that I might not put my brethren to shame.

Then they took counsel to sell me, that I

should not be found in their hands ; for

they feared Jacob lest he should take mighty

vengeance on them ; for thev heard concern-

ing him, that he was mighty before the

Lord and with men.

^ Then the Changer of wares said to

them, ' Release me from the judgment of

Potiphar, the second to the king.

'

» And they presented themselves before

him and asked for me, saying : 'We bought

him with money and the Changer of wares

has paid it.
'

» And Memphiah sent to her husband,

saying, that he should buy me; 'for,' she

said, * I hear that they are selling him.' And
she sent another man, an eunuch, to the

Ishmaelites, and sought to buy me from them.

And the chief-cook sent for the merchants
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and sought to buy nie from them : and the

eunuch made known to the lady that they

asked a large price. And she said :
' Even

though they ask two minae of gold, spare

not.' And the eunuch gave them sixty pieces

of gold, but said that he had given eighty

pieces for me ; and when I heard this I kept

silence, that he should not be punished.

w Now see, my children, how many things

I suffered, that I should not put my breth-

ren to shame. Do ye also love one an-

other; for the Lord rejoices in the affection

of the heart, when men love one another.

» And when my brethren came to Egypt,

they know how I returned them their mon-

ey, and upbraided them not, but comfort-

ed them; behold, they hear: let them say

if I am speaking falsely. And even after

the death of my father I loved them, and

all things whatsoever they desired I did,

and let them not suffer even in the least

thing. And all they asked for I gave them,

and all that was in mv hand I o^ave them.

My children were their children, my serv-

ants their servants, my soul their soul,

and my hind was their land, and all their

sufferings were my suffering, my counsel

was their counsel, and I exalted not my-

self among them because of mv «rlory. ^
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w Now do ye also, walk in the same ways,

my children, that God may glorify you and

exalt you for ev^er. Behold, ye see that I

took to wife the daughter of my master,

and with her an hundred talents of gold

were given to me ; for the Lord made them

to serve me. And Assaneth my wife was

beautiful as a flower; and I was the most

beautiful of all the sons of Israel, and

above Levi and Judah and NephUili, and I

was chaste and meek; and God preserved

me in beauty, because in all things I was

like to Jacob.

» Now hear the vision which i dreamed

:

I saw twelve harts feeding, which were the

twelve brothers; and I saw also that nine

of them were scattered, and three were graz-

ing together; but the next day they also

were scattered. Then I saw these three

harts transformed into three lambs ; and

they cried to the Lord, and the Lord re-

moved them to a green and watered place,

and brought them from darkness to light.

And there they cried unto the Lord until

the nine harts were also gathered together

and transformed into twelve sheep ; and

after a little while they grew into many

flocks. And afterwards I beheld, and lo,

there were twelve bullocks sucking p^^^^]^
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COW, who with the abundance of her milk

formed a sea, from which the twelve flocks

drank and a numberless multitude of sheep.

» And the horns of the fourth bullock

grew up as high as heaven, and they be-

came as a wall to the flocks; and in the

middle of the two horns arose another horn

;

and I beheld that twelve vines surrounded

them round about, and they became a re-

fuge to the bullocks. And I beheld and iu

the middle of the horns there was a virgin

wearing a garment with many colours ; and

from her went forth a lamb, and on her

right hand there rushed against her a wild

beast and many reptiles, and the lamb

overcame them, and destroyed them. And
because of him the bullocks rejoiced, and

the cow and the harts exulted together

with him. Now all these things must take

place in their time. And do ye, my child-

ren, honour Levi and Judah, for from them

shall arise the Saviour of Israel. For mv
kingdom among you shall come to an end

as a fruit-watcher's hut, which after the

summer will be seen no more.

» I know that the Egyptians, after my
death will oppress you ; but God shall take

vengeance upon them, and will bring you

to the land which He promised to your fa-
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thers. But do ye also carry up my bones

with you, and bear with you Zilphah your

mother and lay her near Rachel my mother.

»

And stretching out his feet, Joseph died,

at the age of one hundred and ten years.

And all Israel and all Egypt bewailed him

with a great mourning.
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XII.

THE TESTAMENT OF BENJAMIN

THE SON OF ISRAEL.

The order of the testament of Benjamin,

the things he spake to his sons, in the

fourth day of his sickness, having lived one

hundred and twenty-five years. He called

his sons near him, and when they had

come near, he kissed them and said

:

» As Isaac, the father of our father, was

horn to Abraham in his hundredth year,

so also was I born to Jacob; and because

Rachel my mother died at my birth, therefore

I sucked the milk of Bilhah her handmaid

;

and for twelve years Rachel had borne no

child. And my father prayed the Lord, and

God gave her plentiful milk; for he loved

Rachel dearly ; therefore I was called ' the

son of the right hand'^ which is 'Benjamin.'

» Now when I came into Egypt, Joseph

my brother recognised me, and said unto
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me :
^ What did mv brethren tell to Jacob

our father concerning me, when I disap-

peared ?
'

»And I said: * They soaked thy garment

in the blood and they sent it to our father,

saying: Look and know whose this gar-

ment is.
'

» When I had saM this, Joseph groaned

and said to me :
' Yes, my brother ; the

Canaanite merchants stole me with vio-

lence, and on the way they hid my garment,

to make men think that I had been met

by a wild beast which had killed me.

Then they took counsel and sold me to the

Ishmaelites ; and so in thus saying they did

not lie.

'

» For he wished to keep secret from me
the work of our brethren.

» And he called our brethren privately,

and in secret from me he said to them:
' Do not tell to our father what ye have

done with me, but tell him as I have told

Benjamin; and along the loay talk not be-

tween yourselves concerning these things, lest

Benjamin should learn them and tell them

to Jacob my father.
'

» Therefore ye also, my children, be fol-

lowers of the good and true man, for even

until his death he wished not to speak
^^^-/-./-.QJpo
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ceming himself. But Jacob having learut

it from the Lord, told it to him; however

he denied it, but he yielded at the end

with difficulty to the oaths of Israel; but

he entreated his father not to reckon it

to them for crime, lest his brethren should

be grieved. Then Jacob weepingj cried out

saying :
^ My child Jo^ph, my child, sweet

lad ; thou hast prevailed over the wickedness

of thy brethren, thou hast prevailed over

the bowels of Jacob thy father. ' And he

embraced him, and kissed him for about

three hours, and said : ^ In thee the heav-

enly prophecy shall be fulfilled, which says,

that the spotless shall be unclean for the

ungodly, and the sinless shall die for the

iniquitous.

'

» Now, my children, consider the com-

passion of Joseph the good man, and be fol-

lowers of him, that ye may obtain crowns

of glory; and learn that a good man has

never a dark eye, for he shows mercy to-

all men, though they be sinnei-s, and the

righteous he loves as his own soul. And if

any one is glorified he envies not his gh-

rtj; and if any one is enriched, he looks

not upon him with an evil eye; he praises

the valiant and blesses the wise ; and him

who has the grace of the Loi-d, he loves
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even as his own souL And if ye be good,

wicked men will be at peace with you^

and the licentious will honour vou, and

even the wild beasts will fear you. And
if any one offends the honest man, he re-

pents ; for the honest man shows mercy on

his slanderer and remains silent. And if

one offends a righteous soul he is sorry, for

he sees him humbled and repeats even as did

Joseph my brother. The mind of the good maii

is not in the* power of the deceitful spirit

of Belial, for the angel of peace guides his

soul. He looks not on corruptible things^

nor cares he for riches, nor delights he in

luxury, for the Lord is his portion. The
good mind cares not for human glory, nor

knows it any deceit, or lie, or quarrel^ or

slander; for the Lord dwells in him and

enlightens his soul, and he rejoices with all

men, at all times. The good mind has not

two thoughts, of blessing and of cursing,

or of insult and of esteem, or of grief and

flatteiy, of quietness and of trouble, of hy*

pocrisy and of truth ; but it has one thought

towards all men, constant and pure. It has

not double hearing and sight; for eveiy

one who does the works of God and of

Belial is twofold and has not sincerity.

M My childi-en. flee fornication and evil-
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doing, for they give a sword to them who
trust in them ; and the sword is the mother

of seven evils, which they take from the

hand of Belial. The first is envy, the second

is loss, the third tribulation, the fourth cap^

tivzty, the fifth neediness, the sixth trouble,

the seventh desolation. Therefore Cain also

was delivered over to seven vengeances by
the Lord, and in every hundred years

He brought one punishment upon him. In

the two hundredth year of hiS life he began

to endure the punishments, and in the nine

hundredth year the Lord departed from

him, when the flood took place; and he

suffered all this because of Abel his right-

eoiis brother. And the Lord judged Cain

with seven punishments, and Lamech with

seventy times seven
; for Lamech took Gods

vengeance upon Cain; and they who are like

Cain shall be punished to all eternity.

M Therefore, my children, flee from ill-doing

and draw near to goodness, for he who
has it, looks not after a woman in a

mind of fornication, neither knows he the

defilement of fornication, for the holy Spir-

it rests in him. For as the sun is not

defiled by shining over dung and mire, so

also a pure mind is not defiled amid

earthly defilements.
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» Now I consider and know that evil doings

will be among you; for I heard from the

words of our fathers, that ye will commit
fornication according to the filthiness of

the Sodomites, and ye shall perish all,

and be entangled anew in the pleasures

of women, and the kingdom of the Lord

shall not be among you, for a right-

minded man shall take it, but neverthe-

less his inheritance shall be in the midst

of your portion. And for the sake of the

house of the Lord, Jacob did exalt me, that

I may be glorified in it. And the twelve

tribes and all the Gentiles shall be gather-

ed together therein. And the Lord shall

be treated with outrage and with dishonour,

and shall ascend from earth into heaven
;

and / learned how that He shall be upon the

earth and how in the heaven.

» Now when Joseph was in Egypt, I

longed to see his face, and through the

prayers of Jacob our father I saw his face

in life. And now, my children, behold, I

am dying, and I command you to work

righteousness and truth and judgment in

the faith of the Lord ; I give you these

things instead of any inheritance, and give

ye them to your children for an everlasting

possession ; as did Abraham, Isaac and J^t-
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cob. And above all things they gave us

these for an inheritance, aud thev said to

us, ' Thus do ye until the Lord shall re-

veal His Salvation to all the world. ' Then
shall ye see Enoch, and Noah, aud Abra-

ham, and Isaac and Jacob. Then shall we
also arise each one over his tribe, and shall

worship the King of Heaven. Then shall

we all be renewed, some unto glory and

some unto shame; for the Lord shall judge

Israel tii-st for the iniquity they have

committed, and then the same will He do

to all the Gentiles. And He will reprove

Israel by the chosen among the Gentiles,

as He reproved Esau by the Midianites who

loved their brethren. Be therefore, mv child-

ren in the portion of them who fear the

Lord; for if ye walk in holiness, ye shiiU

dwell again in me; and all Israel shall be

gathered unto me, and thenceforth ye shall

no longer be called captains of robbers,

and wolves on account of your rapines, but

the beloved of the Creator and doers of the

pleasures of His tvilL »

And when Benjamin finished his words,

he said unto them:

a I command you, my children, remove

my bones from Egypt and bury them in

Hebron, near my fathers. »
r^ T
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Thus Benjamin died an hundred and

twenty-five years old, in a good old age,

and they put him in a coffin. And in the

ninety-first year, they and their brethren

brought up the bones of their father secret-

ly, when the Canaanites were at war

;

and they buried him in Hebron, near their

fathers. And they returned from the land

of the Canaanites and dwelt in Egypt,

until the day of their departing from Egypt.
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CONCERNING THE ARMENIAN TEXT

OP THE

THIRD mi OF fiSDRAS

The Armenian text of the Third Book of

Esdras, which corresponds to the fourth of

the Latin version, is contained in four dif-

ferent Mss., preserved in the Armenian

Library of St, Lazarus, in Venice. These

four manuscripts are marked as follows:

^* III Bible, written in the year 1648.

^- IV » D » » 1655.

b • VII )) » !> » 1651.

(•*• IX » » probably in the

seventeenth century. ^

Of all the Apocryphal books of the Old

Testament, the most important and the most

remarkable is the third book of Esdras, con-

1. In the Library of Etohmiadzin, however, this Third

Book of Esdras is to be found written in an old Bible

of the year 1317. C^r^n^n]o
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cerning which many researches have been

lately made by critics.

After the Latin and the Syriac and Ge-

orgian, ^ the Aimenian version of tlie Third

Book is the oldest. It was published for

the first time, in Venice, at St. Lazarus, in

the year 1805, by the Mekitharian Father

Zohrab, among the Apocryphs.

It is to be remarked that the first chapter

of this Armenian text corresponds to the

third chapter of the Latin; for the first

and the second chapters of the Latin text

are lacking in the Armenian, which begins

with the third chapter of the Latin text.

Following the method used by Zohrab,

I mark the first <;hapter of my English

translation with the number III and L
and then the following chapter with the

number IV, in order to keep the same cor-

respondence with the Latin, and so on.

I must note also that while the Latin

version numbers sixteen chapters, the Ar-

menian text numbers only twelve.

It seems that in the past the Armenians

did not regard the Third Book of Esdras

1. A very accurate Georgian version made from the

lost Greek, exists in an Xlth cent ms. at Jerusalem. -

F, C. COMTBBARB. ^ ^
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as altogether apocryphal, and probably

they used to read it in the church. And in.

the chronicle of Mekithar of Ai'rivank, we
find that John of Haghpad, surnamed Sar-

gavak, a writer of the XII^^ century, in

his list of the books of the Bible, places

the Third Esdras between Esther and Job,

under the name of ' Esdras Salathiel.' -

Concerning the antiquity of the Arme-

nian version, we possess no documents by

which we may test it ; but to guide our

judgment in such a research, we may take

into consideration the beauty of its idio-

matic style. Consequently we think we may
say that the Armenian version of the Third

Book of Esdras was made long before the

tenth century, and probably between the

sixth and seventh centuries, while the

traditions of the golden age of Armenian

literature, namely the fifth century, were

still existing.

As regards the original text from which

it was translated, considering the numerous

variants that it presents from the Latin,

the Syriac, and the Arabic, not only in

words a]id expressions, but also in entire

verses and long periods, and sometimes in

whole pages, — which even present ttie

Digitized byLjOOQIC



486 OONOERNINO THE ABMSNIAN TEXT

text in a larger form, and at other times in

a' shorter one, — we think we may say that

it was probably translated from a Greek

version, then in existence, and afterwards

lost. However this is a question difficult

to determine.

Until the year 1864, Biblical scholars

knew nothing of the existence of an Ar-

menian version of the Third Book of Esdras,

in addition to the Latin, Syriac and Arabic

texts. It was Fr. Ceriani, the learned direct-

or of the Milan Library, who first spoke in

that year about the Armenian text, publish-

ed in Venice by the Mekitharian Father

Zohrab; and lately, in 1895, this Armenian

version was taken into consideration by the

learned J. Armitage Robinson, B. D., in

his ' Text and StudieSy contribiUions to Biblical

and Patristic literature.^

Now while I was occupied in putting this

Armenian version into English, I had before

me the English translation from the Greek

and Latin tongues, of the Revised Edition;

which besides the help it afforded me in

this rather difficult translation, further en-

abled me to realise how numerous are the

variants which occur between the Armenian

and the other two versions. Digitized byGoOqIc
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In publishing this English translation of

the Third Book of Esdras, I think it will

be of interest to Armenian scholars, if I

publish also on the opposite page the Ar-

menian text.
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CHAPTER III and I.

1. I Salathiel, who also was called Esdras:

in the thirtieth year^ was in Babylon

and lay npon my bed,

2. and I was considering the desolation ot

Sion, and the prosperity of Babylon;

3. and at the same time I felt mv Iteart

oppressed and began to speak words

full of fear to the Most High.

4. And I said : Lord my God ; Thou

hast created heaven and earth and

all things that are in them.

5. And with thine inviolable hands hast

created man, and hast breathed into

him the breath of life, and made him

live before thee.

6. And thou hast put him in the Garden

of Delights which thy right hand did

plant

;

1. After the ruin of Jerusalem.
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7. to whom thou didst command that he

should know that he is thine own work.

But he transgressed the commandment,

and was deceived ; wherefore justly

didst thou instantly pronounce the sen-

tence of death upon him and upon all

his seed,

8. who transgressed thy holy command-

ments ; for there were born from them

nations, and peoples, and tribes with-

out number;

9. and thou didst bring the flood upon

them and didst destroy them.

11. But thou didst spare Noah, thy servant,

and for his sake thou didst spare his

sons with all his household; and he

found grace before thee.

12. And again out of hie seed thou didst

multiply men ; and they again became

ungodly before thee; they were born

in ungodliness, and went after ungodly

deeds.

13. But a man was found among them

whose name was Abraham.

14. whom thou didst lov^e and hadst pleas-

ure in him alone,

15. and thou didst make a covenant with

him to multiply his seed in such great

number as the stars in heavCif^^^ ^fi^^oQlc
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jb^'H"""' ^ i^P^ip^$^P ^mmm mJm pm^auim •

17* b*- ji"» mf%apfi^ ^$u%kp ^mmm ft Xkm% im^

mnui fi jut%mugmtah • L l^hprnlfphabp ifbnmm

urn jtpfilip^ fp ^nutnmgmp ^utnmjliit ^tt dp^
pm^mJht , L kmnip 'itngm op^m ^ k «« i^Mr^

^b^fSh % Ift. hmatp %nym ifmmmtttpu tfmmk^^ k

fupmmbf^ qhamm jop(hti gn mJm pm^muik tfflh^

l^*- 5[/«»«^*4/ ifimpfmpi%* np ^mp^mjp fmhmA

^3 • Jkptfbymh op(iig gn fi upmfig %ngm , JfA^kt,

Ifiuynigbp fi 'Ikpmj %nym ^^ai^ ii^mL^p ^m^

nmj% gn

.

24 • ifnp L muaugbp ifiupXbm^^ Zt^^l %lfp'*'-'"^ll'^

•

k fi %ifim Junnagyathb^ mbi^ u^mmmprnfmn Qbm

%npm jtupntgbp ^"piff ^npat ^Qnq^nifnh • mpmLiP

^puiJimjbgbp lf>^b£ ^tnm&mplt fi mbufi£ ff'ZJ^P'lfr •
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beyond measure, like the sand on the

seashore. And thus thou didat give to

him a son, Isaac, and to Isaac Jacob

;

16. and unto Jacob, thou didst give Joseph

and eleven other sons, and for the

sake of Joseph thou didst lead the fa-

thers to Egypt, and didst feed them

for very many years.

17. And thereafter, through Moses, thy serv-

ant, thou didst remove them from E-

gypt, and didst lead them into the

wilderness; thou didst feed them dur-

ing forty years, and thereafter thou

didst carry them into the land which

thou promisedst to Abraham thy serv-

ant; and thou didst give them a law

which they did not keep. And thou

didst appoint over them, for many years,

judges to judge and to instruct them

in thy law, until the prophet Samuel

who invoked thy name. But because

sin became peimanent in them,

23. their heart was estranged from thy

law, until thou didst appoint over them

as prince David thy servant,

24. whom thou didst command to build

again Jerusalem, and to offer unto thee

oblations therein. After him thou rais-

edst up Solomon his son, to wbra^^^i^
^ Digitized byVjOO^ IC
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27* Ir i/Mitf^ %itpm Jmm%kgmt, gmfm^ (i Ihmm ^Ir^

28. -/A/34 imumti^j% fi^i f"/»^^>» "/» A f^-'/'V^ /«/?-

%m^hm^ bit ^ L ^muU mjhmpp^ mp^mJimp^kgrnL

29. iJA A/"/*^* ^^ -J/Tf ••^•A uiiQimpimm^liA

pm^in,tr mp n^ ^nj /9^t« A mu^mtnmJpm pm^

^nttT JijJ- hmbu m%X% (nTf mjm m^m kphmuA

mtTt if a»tfl!r mj%ttpfili ^mpJmglim^ 4 •^/'M' jjitT^

30. fdmmi. imib^aif fil npflu %lrpku mlkopjiikmg^ k

^'^'^jkgkp jun^mpfi^muh ^ L IfapmLaabp ^Jwqn^

tfatpt^tflt on L fulttmjbykp fi PfiimJIjiA mm t

31. (TA ^Pl L'^'^Vj^ tH fmp^kmif fimpkim% gm%

k IfmaT ip Mff ^mLmmmg agfumft gnLtT f'ff^''

33. npny i^mmLiiU t'^ kpkLbgmLt t!pV'L''4 2Pi}'9'V

a^'i ''If ^ f-»A f^mmm jqi^mybmim^ mpg ml
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thou didst command in a dream by-

night, to build the temple, that all the

people should pray and should offer

oblations therein.

25. After this was done, the people that

inhabited the city did evil,

27. and for this the city was given over

into the hands of the Gentiles that

were round about it. Yet while we were

in our land, I said in my heart:

28. Are the deeds of them that inhabit Bab-

ylon any better, that by reason of them

Sion has been subject to contempt?

29. Kor when 1 came hither I saw impieties

without number, and lo, in these thirty

years my soul saw many rebellions.

Wherefore my heart is struck with a-

mazement

30. considering how thou sufferest the im-

pious, and hast spared the ungodly

doers, and hast destroyed thy people,

and hast preserved thine enemies.

31. Are the deeds of Babylon better than

those of Sion?

32. Or is there any stranger that has known
thee out of Israel? Or what nation has

believed thy covenants as Jacob has,

33. whose fruit has not appeared? I travell-

ed among the nations and found them
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34. Upi mjJir hpi liimfigbm ^ Ii2^mm ^Jkf m%m.

llimmg%' kpk Ji'p linja ^mlfl^gi.

35. fr'/v "i •^^^-'^ /•^-'Aiir hkph 'V'^pH •-

s-unhH 1-

1. {fc jA«» HP^^IV^ A*^J f"l/«f mmmgkgmL mm

fim ^plr^antmtf aift* npnj m%nA if %mpm Hvl'^f

ga jmjuiP Ifkmhu^ mm fi ^mMi ghf ^mmmt,

ifliilri ^mhmugmp^li F'^F^P^IV^ *

3* b*- mmhtT. HjimykiT Igtrf /uh£mifat.m mpm* ^m%

Ifm u^mmmufam'bfi k mml tffim. Uj^'^g^y/ «•-

mmlim kp^m tfrki mmm^ft gn ^ k ^mhmiqmp^"
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in abundance but thinking not upon

thy eommandments.

34. Now shouldest thou weigh in the bal-

ance our iniquities and those of the

Gentiles, it shall be found which way
the scale doth incline.

3ft. When have those that dwell upon the

earth not sinned in thy sight? What
nation has kept thy commandments?

36. Perhaps thou mayest find somewhere a

few men, who have kept them, but no-

where a nation.

CHAPTER IV.

1. And after having considered this, an

angel was . sent unto me whose name
was Uriel

;

2. he began to speak unto me, saying

:

Thy heart is too much enraptured with

this world, to be willing to comprehend

the way of the Most High.

3. And I said : I pray thee, instruct me. —

He answered me, saying: I am sent

to put before thee three figures, and

to shew thee three ways:

4. whereof if thou canst tell me the one^ ^

32oyCoogle
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Sy . Ifmat ufmmmmfum%li L muhaP* Hfl'^ ^kf fi'P *

^PVf ^ ^MfiT ^AmhpnifipA intiaTrnj^ L ffmtT

6« Ijuffi. u^utmmufuathli L utumgfim [fif jt Jmpt^^

limhl fi^^pl lunhb^ f<*^ff f^ b" utpmp/iy

7. fr* mamy g^u . Hufm hfil Ip ^iT ^uipyhmi

1BI"1 /•"^'A 2.fhifiitput%g ith If ufipm intfut.^

ffuttf fiuAli utaut^g bphiftU hpat^mg h"P''S *

phutb » t/uttP guthfi' h^g It'll qilnfiing^ ^imiP gm^

%f» Jiittng bit tfput/utttfth t

3. 0[«y<v bpi atuftyhu fiiiX* ft ^ittf t\ (ifpf L ti^

ft u^fputftl htf^i p'iiq ttt%qnL%qm ^ U ti^ bjt fi

'U'P'M H"'^ fttp^flhu^ L a^ p^fi fi qptiLlttt tfp^

ifn^ng , li^ tfiti/t ft tfpmfuutii
,

i). uijtIiP ''t^Tstg g^i I'Kf't* "'JL 'h"'^ ^PV
L ^nq^Jng ^ U utntnitfltm'lt , "png uitJttph irm

,

J"P"9 "t ^i'^p^" ^b'^t' ifi^^l*

10 • S^p np jtii^ phq R^t ulilfuifit lt%^ n^ t^tttpttm

^lubutibi^ Digitized byLjOOQIC
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I also will tell thee about that thou

Jesirest to know.

^. I made answer to him and said : Say on,

my Lord. — And he said unto me :

Go nnd weigh me the weight of fire,

or the heaviness of the wind, or cause

to return the day that is past.

6. I answered, saying: Who among men
is able to do this, that 1 should do it?

7. And he said unto me: If I had asked

thee, how manv caverns there are in

the heart of the sea. or the veins of

the deep how many branches they have,

or how many ways are above the fir-

mament, or how many outgoings there

are into hell, or how manv entries are

there in paradise,

3. perhaps thou wouldst say to me, I nev-

er went down into the sea, nor in the

beginning have I been down into the

deep, nor have I ascended up into

heaven, neither went I down into hell,

or entered into paradise.

9. But now I do not ask thee about these,

but only of the fire and wind, and of

the day, things with which thou hast

grown familiar, and without w^hich

thou canst not be.

10. If thou dost not know things that are

grown up with thee, Digitized byLjOOgle
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imfr ^mmm. ^Ir^. ^m%^ m%^mm 4 tm%mmfmp:;

fmflpkimfr. m^mlim%mym^ km, k jmi^m^m%kift

^kmAm fikm^kmi ^'* 'I k^F^ ^mAmikg^ ^^^

12. fr«»»* mmmmm^mtkft k mmmy/i g%m . Imt^^mfr

kp Jk^ kpi mi 4-^ ^kmi, ^mA kpk kk.

gkmi mJ^prnpimm^kmifp k ^ mm%lm%m dmkmi^

k iA-T-.^-/ kpk p%^ip ^«5,^M,^^Ayjj.

13. fr«r t^mtmmmlumh^ k mml yfim. Ij9tf mmm^/iit ^

mmimtkpm^tr f^t^ ^a^mi, q], ^kmmgkmi Jkp^

m%mam»mm t

15. lumpXkmi mil^g ^m^m^lk ^mp^k^m% ipfikmi ^p^
nmiki p%q m%mtm^m ^mimBfl^^ t^mmtpmrnm^ki /tc^

pkmAy miji mk^f^

.

16. klfr ^niph k mjpkmy qmhtamm%

.

17. "kmfiuilu k mi.mi% klfmy 1^11^^* ^ -"ffff

qm»Jtu% •

18. H/tf kpi Ifip t^mimmimp* qn ft %mgm»lii mptfm^

P^9''^3^'''ll»p f
k IfmuT qmplkmi ^mtf ugmpmtm^^

t^npkjtp •
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11. how then canst thou comprehend the

different ways of the Most High? For

the way of the Most High is incom-

prehensible ; thou art a corruptible

being, and livest in a corruptible world,

and canst not know the ways of the

Uncorruptible One.

12. I answered him and said: It were better

that we were never born, than that we

should live in ungr»dliness and suffer

without knowing the cause of our suf-

ferinirs.

13. He answered me, saying: Hear this

pirable: the trees ef the forest went

to the Held ; they took counsel

14. and said to their comrades: Come, let

us go and make war against the sea,

that it may depart before us, that

we mav make in it other forests.

15. The waves of the sea also took counsel

to make war ai^ainst the forest of the

field, and prepare for tliemselves an-

other place

;

16. the tire came and consumed the forest;

17. likewise the sand stood up and stopped

the waves.

18. Now if thou wert a judge, which wouldst

thou justify? or again, which wouldst

thou condemn ? r^ ^
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19. Humgfi. ^Irp^amkmiAf q]t (i %m%fip fuitgt^nt.ptf

fuap/ikffm% » ^mh^ft ^plf^p untLmi. mhmmmmm
f

fimlf "'I'll' ufum^nj SmtfmL* fft*^ aAk^ mikmy% %

21. fl/»«^4» ^pktP """'''"' mbmmmmg^ L 'mktiLmj m^

mttLtmi b% ^bplipmLnpu ^/tmki^ ^ "P J^Pkt^*

22. h^ uiumgl^ bu. fAqphiP ^ g^ , mip
,

(im^ p%^

23. fA "iF^'l joqatm 4 A^i ^utpgui'bhi^ "P A ^V

Hpq* P^'i^P h^P^M^l i/mmhhffmL p Ikmm -ih^

Pmitnuuty* U qup HuuiniiuS uftplp t^Jm^atfaip^

nnh , timutUb^mL p Iknm mtipiup^uttug . U Ja^

nuigmh opt^it ^"'PS^ '^^P''S t ^ tP^'^L i"""'^

t^mpuihgli n^ nipkg qmuthffit .
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19. I said: I would condemn both, for they

took counsel in vain ; because the

ground is given to the forests, and the

place of the sand to the sea, to resist

the waves.

20. And he said unto me: Thou hast givea

a right judgment; why then didst thou

not judge what I told thee?

21. For as the ground is given to the for-

est, and the place of the sand to the

waves, even so they that dwell upon

the earth may understand that which

is upon earth ; and they that dwell in

heaven may understand that which is

in heaven.

22. And I said: I beseech thee, my Lord^

why was given unto me such a power

of understanding to consider such things^

23. since it is no use for me to ask about

things that are above all things, and

while it is better for us to know only

of the sorrows that daily pi>>s by us?

Why then was Israel given up into

the hands of the Gentiles, and the

people whom God loved given over

into the hands of ungodly people, and

the law of our fathers left in oblivion^

and the written covenants no where

to be found.
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24. li i'^'Qt '""^ Afr^* fJam^m/u* nfttg m^ ^a^

25. iif^2 ^*^» "^it P>k'^i9'"^tt ''^tt, j"r» **2^-

27. «« A l^m%^mpmhi pm^m^ f^ifUff ^AUtm^ft

^imp. ilmm'U ^Jt iPmpti^tf mi^mpi^m mjampftli

^fi bii mtUopfitnLpbmJp •

29. - 4mm% mpmj L m%ggk%
f,

^hprnj %ngm ^mfg.

k m^ mptimptiyb ^mmgi op prnp^agphmA^ mp

pmpnt,phm%y h^ i^mtit,igg* —'

qmJmj m/U^mij, ^iup qmpbhmg ^ m&hghmi jat/uJl

ihml ^mp% fi tfkpmj hp^p^ npuilu ^apauum

"pm miiopffitffu mmutptuuutjfb •
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V4. and we live here like grasshoppers

that have no law, no commandments,

no covenant, and we leave this world

without being worthy to obtain thy

mercv ?

25. What shall it profit ns for His name

whereby we were called ?

26. He answered nie, saying: Now while

thou art in this world thou seest, when
thou shalt cro up yonder, thou shalt

marvel; because this world hasteneth

fast to pass away,

27. l)eing unable to bear the evil of its

time; for the men of this world are

full of wickedness,

29. ^ - wherefore shall threshing pass over

them ; for if first the harvest shall not

come upon them, the day of wrath also

shall not rtach the righteous, they

being the fruit of goodness. —
30. Now then consider, if the little trans-

gression of Adam has beeu the cause

of so much evil, the evil gro^^nng

ever since in the world, to what a per-

dition do they prepare themselves who
transgress

1. Literal translation. AH this passage is uninteUigi-

ble in the Armenian text. ^^ ,
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l^a^ pmplphmfit hplfmjUmifmi t[mai% pmi^Jmgt

amitX/Ag auptfmpny U muhit • ffff^^liL jtrpp ifA
mum

^
trpp &^&uy(r ^""^gk 4t^B '^""^^'^'fi^'^U

Jkpnj f

36* If^ mmmmafum%lt ^Ip %ngm^ L mat* ^miipk^

phjftg JjA^hL iggf» atm^Jmiihm^ tl-miim%mlfu *

37* H'^'^ll' liiftpnif ymifibmg iimJu. L ^2"*'/ kt'^'^S

q^jmifiuii/iim^mhah , U patnrf pnihma uthmJm^

%mliu . Ufa ^mptfhuyi^ U Jp t^mpPuLugl JfHi^ha,

^matyI atmiafmiihm^ J-ma/miim^% t

38* (jmnL u^mmmufuaathfa L muhaP, Jo%afpbaP /i g(ia

tnlpt t putqnuP qPtaa.pia%l pmpXpb[nj%
^

q^/i

^maiphpk ifmuh ifirp miiopfiiimyaa , mta fa ^m^

39 • <«// hp/fmjhma/ml afmaa'la Jlrp i^mpiimpaah mat ft

af^mahglt^ %nifm a^pmppaa q^np /unuaaamglraat£ 4 ^ngm »
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33. I answered and said: How long shall

this be?

34. And he said unto me : Thou art not wiser

than the Most High, that thou shouldst

cause the end to arrive quickly; for

thou hastenest only for thine own self,

but the Most High suifers patiently on

behalf of many.

35. Because it was for the same thing that

the souls of the righteous asked the

ilost Hiu'h, savinor : How lon«: shall we

be here ? When shall the time of our

reward arrive V

36. The Lord answered them sayiny:: Be

patient until the time that is fixed be

fulfilled.

37. For He has measured the years by meas-

ure, and has weighed those that are

without end, and by number He has

numbered the seasons: He shall not

move, nor stir them until the time He
has fixed shall arrive.

38. I answered, saying : I beseech thee,

Lord, perhaps it is on account of His

gi'eat mercy that the Most High suffers

patiently our impiety and does not

bring the end

;

39. and for our sake keeps back the right-

eous fnmi enjoying the benefits He has

promised them.
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40. &«• tummmu^mU^ k mml. Hjifi^lu /^»(r 4 "f^

qmm4'rm%hmi ^miPmAmlfr ^1bm%hi, ^Pt «^ A^-

%hpmpif mJ^mlb igg^

.

42. Vy^* 4A^ 'l"'*P'V A <«»««^^/ ^mJm%mliffn

43 • H/vf jnpthmiT hlfbagl tfmJm%m^% , inkuyhu U

Smhfiyhu ifuntil npag gmibl^mghmgh bu qfimk^t

44. b'^ h^nF^t A ^i/*-^*^, ^ -«^-A a^-r^itir

hpi mpdmiiji biT^

45. jmjmlbbm ffuk ilmu% ^rnXm^bmi^^i^ ^ bfil mtbifi

47. Jr* mumy y/ia. ^uiy jmlmtinqt^ kV * ^ S'"'^

gjig fib
II

ii^bpufuipui%u mnmli[iii t

48. Jr* 4*»5rA» h*^ ^9V!f ^^"5 /"'/v*i?^**z • ^ ^7^*

jnp^miT ^mfm6ui^byuii. pngb ^ k b£m%lp ^atfmt
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40. He answered, snying: It is so, as thou

hast said ; but it shall come in its

own time. For as a woman cannot

bring forth a child, before the time

iixed, until the ninth month be ful-

tilled
;

42. and as a woman^ when the time ar-

nves^ makes haste to escape the anguish

of travail ; in like manner the store-

houses of the earth hasten to pay the

fruit they have to pay to it.

43. Now when the time shall arrive, thou

shalt see and know concerning these

things that thou desirest to know.

44. Then I prayed him, saying: I beseech

thee, my Lord, if I have found favour

in thy sight, and if I am worthy,

45. shew me about the time, whether be

greater the past or that which is to

come ?

47. And he said unto me: Stand up upon

the right side and I will show thee

the similitude of the parable.

48. So I stood up. And he shewed me a

hot burning oven; and it happened

that when the flame was gone by, the

smoke went up.

49. And after a little while a watery cloud

came and sent down much rain, ayid ^
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fyoii%. mjhmilm jm£m^il m%ghmi i/2v«^ ^m^

51. %mplkmi m^m^bg^ ^%m k mmhiP. ff ^ a/ffc^

'^M^^ J'^'-^H'" J'V^"* ^ -•-^ if'^t ^l'^^

tfmpkaT gkii muk^^ [tu^ imuk ^k%mg ^kpmg

iil mmmgkgmj mmki ^Aft

*i»unM- b-

k jmttttpuk ju^fr" f^mps/imagltit Juipi^^ f1*^

t/mhm^/fu JkSmJkSu . noiikumi jnuftintpk^l

^mtmmmg £it/mpmnt.pkaA n

2f b*- J^'" pmiiJutlimfaj jmJpmpiu9atfikm% ^ ^it^

9h '"/m%g /t ikprnj bptipf, luoaki, IfmiT k^P^,"-

mtttitog umnifikuii/p k mamuuik^kog "'JL^Mlt^'B*

aJim%g Jh^tfpkaujj^ Jt tfkq^Suii.apaipkm% uppnt^

pktmU uimimmJuMi gtalpn%kmig tuhthitJ^miai^
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after the rain was past, there came

down dew.

50. And he said unto nie: Consider this; as

the fire is greater than the smoke, and

the rain than the dew, so is greater

the quantity of the time that is past.

51. Again I prayed him, saying: Who of

iis shall live until that time? or who
of us shall be in those days ? and what

are the tokens of those times ?

52. He answered me, saying : As for the

tokens I mav tell thee; but as touch-

ing your lives, I am not sent to tell

thee.

CHAPTER V.

1. Concerning the tokens hear me : Behold,

the days are coming, and in those

days men shall be taken with great

amazement, and the truth of the right

faith shall be hidden.

2. And after the increasing of iniquity,

there shall be men upon the earth who
shall speak falsehood and divers idle-

t^lks ; others shall err and make use

of hypocrisy in the holy worship, apd
Digitized byLjOOQIC
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mbum%hu t

4. M4 mmglHummumS^ mhagbm iimpJmlbmiftm ^

jhm hppufgq mhaihuMi lil^g^ ^phtf •••^•^

yjth U ptAtmufiffh %^imhmqt§pSp^. qopmuyjilb m^

6 • (ji- ^ J^mJmiimliffb jmjbJ^li ^nt[ patterntiP m%^

8 • fr& ^'"P ptaquLaT mht^mtT mnmghmgl • L 1b^m%

»«-»4i5 /?^7 •(^•^^-'^•i ^v^pti ir^7 hF'^P'*

Digitized byLjOOQIC



THB TBIBD BOOK OP B8DRAS 513

shall give up themselves to inconti-

nence
;

3. and the land that thou seest, shall be

agitated, and pathless, and desert.

4. If God grants it unto thee, thou shalt

see wonders. After the third vision,

the earth shall be troubled, and the

sun shall shine forth in the night, and

the moon in the day-time
;

5. and blood shall drop out of wood, and

stone shall make its voice to be heard,

the peoples shall strike one another,

and wonder-workers shall rule, and

story-tellers shall predominate.

6. And in that time the sea shall often

change its place, and many deeps shall

be formed; and the air shall be cor-

rupted, and the fowls of heaven shall

change their places.

7. And fish shall swanm in the sea of the

Sodomites.

8. And often a fire shall come out of it;

and women shall bring forth monsters

;

9. and in sweet waters salt waters shall

be found. Men shall fight against one

another, sons against their fathers, and

fathers against their sons ; mothers and

daughters shall arise against one an-
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Other, and brethren against their breth-

ren ; friends against their friends, na-

tions against nations, peoples against

peoples, priests against priests, and

they shall hide the holy commandments
of the Most High.

10. And falsehood shall prevail in them,

and the wisdom of the saints shall

withdraw itself; and thereafter they

shall seek for it, and it shall not be

found, for hatred shall increase and

falsehood shall multiply; their fathers

shall become haughty, and single-heart-

ed men shall be few
;

11. and one land shall ask its neighbour-

land, saying: Is there a man gone

through thee who had faith and spake

truth ? A man who did righteousness,

or did hate wickedness, or fallowed

the side of truth, who was merciful,

or hated extortion, who sought the

Most High with all his heart, or a

neighbour who holily loved his neigh-

bour ? And it shall answer and say

:

None such is to be found in me.

12. At that time men shall hope to receive

something from the Most High ; they

shall ask, but they shall obtain nothing

:

they shall labour hard and they shalt^^^i
•^ Di^tizedbyVjOOgle
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find no rest ; they shall eat, but they

shall not enjoy the work of their hands;

they shall walk but their ways shall

not prosper. At the end of the time

they shall be seized with pains, and with

grief, and with heavy sighs ; for not only

did they violate the law, but also they

transgressed against the Most High

while He was amongst them upon earth.

Wherefore evil shall come upon them,

and the Most High shall come and sit

at the tribunal as a king, and shall

overthrow them, and shew unto them

His glory. Then in punishment of their

haughty thoughts. He shall reject them

and shall deliver them up to torments.

13. These tokens I was allowed to tell thee;

if thou shalt pray again and weep,

and fast about seven days, thou shalt

hear yet greater things than these.

14. Now when I awaked, my mind was

occupied with what I had heard ; a

great fear troubled all my body, and

my countenance was altered. I lost my
strength and my soul was near to faint.

Then I thought within myself, and

said : No one of us can be saved, but

we have to die like beasts that have

no understanding, and then to be con-
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demned to everlasting torments. While

my mind was occupied with these

thoughts,

15. the angel Uriel again came unto me
and gave me strength and comfort,

and set me up upon my feet, saying:

Be not grieved, for it has been shown

unto thee before the time, what the

Most High is going to do in the last

days. Thou hast found grace before

God.

16. And afterwards, Phanuel, who was the

captain of the people, came to me,

saying: Why is the colour of thy face

so altered?

17. knowest thou not that Israel is entrust-

ed unto thee in this land of our cap-

tivitv ?

18. Get up then, and eat some bread, lest

thou shouldst die and forsake us,

like a shepherd that leaves his flock

at the mercy of cruel wolves.

19. And I said to him: Go away from me
and come not nigh me for seven days.

And according to my saying, he went

away from me.

20. And as the angel commanded me,

I kept fasting seven days, and wept,

and mourned, and confessed my sins.
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21. And it came to pass, after seven days

were accomplished, again the thoughts

of my heart strongly grieved me.

22. My soul was penetrated with the spirit

of understiinding, and I began to speak

before the Most High these words.

23. And I said: Lord, it is Thou that

through the will of the Most High,

hast done and prepared every thing

;

and rulest all through thy wisdom,

and rewardest every one according to

his ways. Thou, O Lord, of all the

material trees hast chosen thee the

vine plant;

24. and of all the flowers thou hast chosen

the lily
;

26. and of all the fowls, the dove ; and of

all the cattle, the sheep
;

25. and of all the multitude of waters,

the river Jordan ; and of all the cities,

the city of Sion
;

27. and of all the dwellings of earth, the

Holy Land ; and among all the peoples

of the earth thou hast chosen to thee

the seed of Abraham ; and the Law the

most approved by thee thou hast given

to this people that thou lovest.

28. And Thou, my fiOrd, art longsuffering

and rememberest not men's sins ; ^vhy
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hast thou delivered up thy people, who
invoke thy name, into the hands of

an impious people , and hast scattered

those, whom thou hast loved like

sons, among the heathen ?

29. and hast made them to be trodden

upon, as the dust of the earth under

their feet ?

30. if thou hast hated so much thy people

on account of their eyil deeds, they

ought to be punished by thine own
hands.

31. And it came to pass ^^•hile I was spcak-^

ing all these things, the angel that

had spoken to me the night before,

was sent unto me,

32. and he said to me: Hear me, and be

attentive, hearken and I will tell thee

more.

33. And I answered him, saying: Speak,

my Lord, that thy servant may hear. -

And he said to me : Why is thy heart

struck with such admiration as to think

such thoughts ? Lovest thou Israel

more than the Most High?

34. And I said: No, my Lord, but I have

spoken from very grief; for my reins

tonnent me every moment and they

need to comprehend the ways of the
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Most High, and to seek out part of

His judgment.

35. And he said unto me : Seek not out what

is above thee, and examine not what

is hidden from the sons of men ; what

was told unto thee keep unto thee,

but seek not out the ways of the Most

High lest thou shouldst err concern-

ing Him ; for it is not necessary for

thee to know that which is secret. —
And I said: Wherefore was I born,

and why was not my mother's womb
my grave, so that I should not have

seen tlie destruction of Jacob and the

death of Israel, and the prosperity of

the Gentiles who acknowledge not

God ? - And he said unto me : Seek not

to know things that are not* to be

known; behold, I will tell thee some-

thing, canst thou answer me?
36. And he said: Tell me the number of

them that are born and of them that

are dead ; tell me the extent of the

sea, and the number of the multitude

of the fish ; or the height of heaven

or the nuuiber of the globes of the

stars ; or the course of the sun, or

of the stars; or the aspect of the fir-

mament, or the range of the world. t
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or the thickness of the earth. Count

me the number of the hairs of thy

body, or of the winkings of thine

eyes ; or explain to me the faculty

of hearing, or the delicacy of smell,

or the feeling of the touch of the

hand, or the working of the veins.

Or find me the traces of the intelli-

gence, or the form of the breath,

or its measure, its appearance, its co-

lour ; or the lodgings of wisdom, or

the intelligence of the birds. Or the

variety of the creeping animals that

are in the dry land and those that are

in the waters and are enemies to one

another. Or tell me how walking may
be without feet, or how the winds

blow. Gather me together the diffusion

and the scattered drops of the rain,

and make me fresh again the flowers

that are withered.

37. Open to me the caverns of the earth

which are closed, and bring me forth

the winds that are imprisoned and shut

up in them. Or shew me the image

of the wind, or the aspect of the soul,

and then thou shalt understand the

paths of the Most High, and shalt

/Googleknow and distinguish His ways.
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38. At these words, being amazed, I said

:

Lord, Lord ; who is he among men
that may know or do these things,

except He who dwells not among men ?

40. And he said to me : Like as thou canst

not do or say any of these things, so

thou art not able to examine the wis-

dom of the Most High ; and under-

stand the meaning of His ways, or find

out His judgments, or the end of His

love that He has promised to His be-

loved, or the things that eye has not

seen, nor ear heard, neither have en-

tered into the heart of man, and no

man has ever thought of, which God
has prepared for them that love Him.

41. I answered and said: Behold, as thou

hast told me, this promise is made to

them that have served Him holily, and

to them that have pleased Him : what

shall we do, we sinners, for we have

transgressed before we knew this, and

behold, we are going thither devoid

and destitute.

42. And he said unto me : Their right may
be likened to a ring ; like as it neither

lessens by turning slowly, even so

it increases not by turning fast.

43. Ay:ain I said : Could He not make
Digiti^4byLjOOQlC
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to exist at once and all together

those that have passed away, and those

that exist now, as well as those that

are to come ? So that this world should

pass away quickly, and the judgment

should come, and every one should

know what is prepared for him ?

44. The Angel answered and said unto me :

I know that the Most Hi^h has decid-

ed to make all things that have to

exist according to the time and at their

own time; and the creatures cannot

hasten the regulation of the Most

High ; neither would He jigree to

create them all at once.

45. And I answered, saying: Why has the

Most High said that He will make a-

live again all human creatures ? If the

Most High has said He will make alive

all together whom He shall find at

that time, the living together with

the dead ; and then when they shall

be resuscitated He shall renew them

all. and shall admit and gather them

all together in the other world; why
then now should not this world be able

to contain them all together?

46. He said unto me : Ask the womb of a

woman and say to her : If thou hast
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to bring forth ten children, why dost

thou not bring them all at ouce, but

thou dost bring them forth one at a

time ?

47. And I said unto him : She cannot do

that.

48. He answered and said unto me : In like

manner the earth cannot do this, for

she is like a womb, and it is com-

manded to her to be obedient to fixed

times.

49. For like as a young child cannot beget,

neither she that is grown old can bring

forth , in like manner neither the

earth can l)ring forth before its time.

50. I answered and said unto him : Because

I have found grace in thy sight, I will

ask thee one thing more ; If the earth

is a real womb out of which we have

been made, at that time was she a

child or grown up and old?

51. And he said unto me: Ask a woman
that bears children,

52. and say to her: Wherefore are not

those that thou hast now brought

forth like those that were born before,

but are less of stature and weak in

strength V

63. And the womb will answer thee
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strength was diflferent when I brought

forth when I was young, to that which

it is now that I am grown old.

54. Consider thou also that ye are weaker

than the first ones ;

55. and weaker than you shall be those

that shall come after you ; as if the

earth were in her old age, her youth

being passed away. I answered and

said to the angel : Lord, I beseech

thee, turn not thy face awav from me,

because I am asking of thee manv
things; grant me to learn from thee

about those things concerning which

thou pennittest me to ask thee.

CHAPTER VI.

And he said unto me : Ask what thy

soul wishes, and 1 will tell thee what

thou must know. — And I said : 1

beseech thee, hear me with indulgence.

Our forefathers believed with sincerity

because (Jod visibly showed himself to

them ; as to Enoch, to Noah, to Abra-

ham, Isaac, and Jacob, to Moses and

Aaron, and to all His saints ; and^f-
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mjhapft^ pmplpkmijb k^kmgl ft mbu^i ifimmmy

,

L ifmqufpkifai,utfl ^^ntgfi% tin£npatpkm% , k pm^

qmi.npbugl %ua . k immniugi mppny appt9t.pitA ,

k uattputp^tnmy t^uahopf^nLpftA t {^1 jm^fbJ^miT

atJblbmjU m%op(ii ut\1 t^nfia^ptjbuMt ^nSbutf/ih
,

k m^%l o^mm ifty^ ^^JM , g'^'^fh «*/»«»^«»^

^ ^iPsM^lt Hiw ufwmJbgli gbti t[^np4ntpqu

mJb'UmJU. bii^if^ gbti l>ppbi. ^Ifrl^g. ^ii»»^ -fj-

itapftl/ m^ut mmmuLfipbtr gbf tiAbi gbf^ ft ifmp
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ter them all, the people had the Book

of the Law by which they were taught

to do the will of the Most High. But

now the Most High speaks no more face

to face, and the sainti* are departed

from this life, and the covenant has

been burnt ; how then can this incor-

rigible people know the will of the

Most High? — He answered me and

said : The Most High shall come, He
shall act and teach ; but this people

is stiffnecked and entirely uucircum-

cised. and incredulous to the end. and

evil shall come upon them. — And I

said unto him : How shall the ^lost High

<?ome. or when shall His coming take

place V — And he said : At first, after

a little time, He shall come in the

form of a son of man, and shall teach

the hidden things, and they shall re-

ject and deny Him, and shall bring

evil to their ownselves. And thereafter

their iniquities shall multiply, and the

spirit of error shall inspire them with

madness to throw down the mount-

ains ; and to do signs so as to deceive

some of the saints. And after this the

Most High shall come in his manifest

glory, and shall dethrone the spirit of§r-
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anh^aaajf L jammamf^ ff"^ ^^aaaaaamaatamh^ aijaaaamamlfat

tIpuafuanlAi .

3. ii ,/«»»«»^ g/^^ a[hfiha.hi qhqky^mLphaaa% %t9fiaaa ^

L juaatamf^ {t'"^ iiOfiaaa%aat£ aiaaaaata^aat.phata% ^^uifJ^

Jm%gb %apaaa . L juaatamf^ ft"*^ ^ij^taajimph^ fi»^«»

Ph ffw^^fw ^phianaaliauy

,

4 • {^t> 4""^'"^, B"'^ f^aaapiaapkaaa£ ^aataaamamatamgfikaaaia

q^/^aataaaaaaatamaatphaaA yaaaaimfl^ •
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ror, and shall reign Himself ; and shall

reward the saints according to their

sanctity, and the impious according

to their iniquity. And then all the

impious multitude of the people shall

mourn, but it shall be of no advantage

to tliem, for He shall deny them. Be-

hold, I have told thee all these secrets^

let them be as if sealed up in thee.

Wherefore I command tliee to keep

them in thy mind until the time be

fulfilled. For the Most High has dis--

posed everything, before the nature of

the earth was made, and before the

outgoings of this world were taken

into consideration, before the multi-

tude of the winds, and before the

voice of the thunder sounded,

2. before the luminous ranks of the stars^

were set, and before the foundations

of paradise were laid,

3. before its beauty had appeared, and

before the violence of its movements

had grown stronger, before the innume-

rable hosts of angels were gathered

together

;

4. and before the firmament of the heavens

was made, before the foundations of

the dry land of the earth were fixed;
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1 1 . Jfmmt. i^mmmmlKuAi^ k mahJ'. flfim^/ihmht. fmfi

12. 5->5 A*a t*i-** »/. /A%V5^ < A y-iUiJ-fc

13. bPt r^h^m t^«> ^1.2Air,

15. -/A I'Fifi'd'sh^ lb A f/**^ ^/-^^z-j * — A

AW^* t^«{/^ '"•^•A'A •Z",/^* W*^ "f-f^" ft-
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5. and before all this world was taken

into consideration, and before the re-

ward of the recompense of those who
shall preserve the truth of faith, was

sealed.

11. I answered him and said : As I have

found grace in thy sight;

12. shew me the sign that shall take place

at the end of the time.

13. And lie said to me : Because thou

searchest and investigatest the ways

of the Most High, get up and stand

upon thy feet.

17. And I got up and stood; and he said

to me:

13. If thou hearest a mighty sound of a

voice,

14. and if the place whereon thou standest

be moved,

15. be thou not afraid, for the word spoken

by Him shall be fulfilled
;

16. the earth shall tremble and be agitated

in speaking with thee. And after I

had spoken tliis, behold, the glory of

the Lord enlightened the place where

I stood,

17. and there was a voice that spake, and

the sound of it was like the voice of

a great multitude, or like the flowfng^^Tp
igi ize y ^
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18. Himiutalt^ ir^kmgk% mi,nipg, J^f'^*^ k'^'^S'VS

nmh mjup libhmgu ^hpng, mjm %im% ^7^^^

^li\ . ufipbug^ umni-PpA , L ^^5^ %ua(um1bt
,

qpi^nbugji utbopfynt-PfiLla , li uamhrnylt mpt^mpmL^

PJiA • jm^utfubugl utibJnt.«f^mitti.pliA , £1 ^i»»

iftmuirugfi ^^amuatgat^ppA • §a£kagk ufuatmhpanqtT^

L Ibnimfhugl ftu»fiiutiaLplit% . mp/^miimpHmg^

ntimpJhtpftA , li tfimmma.npbuglt mpqaupmapfiA •

li juiduifukuap'h mmmmu^mlin ^amnamjfta ft't^g • i^

putpXptmugjA tmtlptmp2^ui*'ig^ un^ampmautaaAng^

PpA t Mjmuh '''jf'fpl'k ^ibst^ A ""^ll"' tnbq^^u

""itt ^ impthihAf^ It [Aiffiq^JhaPliAft • L btiftglji

%lmlB jbplfrfig. iatp jm6mft jotgu kpktkugp

.

^ jhkph hht''^ %luAg pmfmi^ifit A '^kiiPm
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out of many waters, which, like a tor-

rent, run down a declivity. And He
said unto me :

18. Behold, the days are coming when I

shall visit them that dwell upon the

earth :

19. and when I shall make inquisition con-

cerning the injustice of the unjust,

and the iniquity of the wicked and the

apostasy of the apostates, and of them

that offended my people, at that time

when the afflictions of my servants

shall be fulfilled.

20. And when I shall be pleased to draw

near the end of vour life, this shall

be the token unto von. Men shall love
•

falsehood, and envy shall come forth,

wickedness shall be provoked, and jus-

tice shall be hated ; incontinence shall

be multiplied and chastity shall be sup-

pressed ; war shall increase, and peace

shall diminish ; charity shall be de-

spised and justice ^ shall be glorified
;

and the sufferings of my servants shall

increase, and the arrogance of the im-

pious shall be extolled. Wherefore in

divers places there shall be famine

1. Thus the Armenian text, probably « injustice. »
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21. L Jmh^mAg mmpkimpg faomkuglf% . L "f Jff^

abpJiA tft-IHmfig f<»5A^<

%mp iimginqJmiiji m%dutn tftmmuag t'^9 ^ ^Ofiui.^

pkuth^ k ^mfiiLtiu qutjPm^iikymutgl^ k fo^

fima^lt, k t9fig ^iun.utmm%lh ^ %m^ ^mfmlb^

f^5»*»54, ^ jkm mj%p %2.m%mg% bujtj^ mjm

^ prnq^aitP putqmfim k fi f^A^« k ff quttmmm .

k qutiiutfikug/i% Int-pgf k iffi tfrmuyk% jmLtLp^

25. b*- ./^"» l/utmiapkiaj %2.tu%mgti M/vitj^fp ^ ^i^
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and earthquakes and floods. In the

heavens shall appear signs ; a fire shall

often appear in the air: and upon the

earth in divers places many signs shall

happen

;

21. children of a year old shall speak, and

women with child shall bringr forth

monsters, which shall live and grow

up;

22. and sown places shall suddenly appear

unsown and empty.

24. Then one city shall arise against another

city, and one Law ngainst another Law:

sons shall kill their fathers, brothers

their brethren, nations other nations,

friends their friends, families other fam-

ilies. Then the Rebel shall come vi-

sibly in My new name, and imitate

Mine ineffable glory and My power

;

and shall seduce a great many, and

shall grow strong ; and he shall subdue

them that believe not in him. And
after all these tokens, it shall come to

pass, that in many towns, and villages,

and provinces, the waters shall be

stopped, and for three times they shall

not flow in those days.

25. And after these tokens are fulfilled up-
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20 • ^ mkayk% mm pm ^mmt^hut£m% ft pmfilmt%at

fmJk%mj% ^mmi.ppm ^aT. L mJk%mj% ng§ i^mutb^

mpjmp mp«fm%li fAtl ^ ^^^gl 1^ a^wmuti.nfihujlt

28* ^utfi^huifh% iiai$itmg» jmjmAkmylt d^Jmpmtti.plit.%

"P i'VP '*"?//' -(^^i^* 9"^^*^ mmm%g <y«r7<7

juyi'ui^ mJu. Iftp^gk amutpligii^ k kpkibatglt

mhutt^m^iaAmLpligit . t^mfu^mlbkmglt ma^m^miini.^

PJtA ^ k mjhuflm h^kugl {«f«54 ifmrnrnptu^

29. St'V" hP^^ mamg gl>u ^ppkt ?-»^»A/ f^f/Z"*-

imut^utiiy kpkgkgm'li f/hl ^'**^ K"""'"'^'!/ « ^

mktflAt jiipat-tT
^'''jl' I'^p^lp w^MiA J/t , k

m^uatj /ummfb^^ k tt% Igutpl/i ^m%^nt,p«lki^ ^av^

mutlfU k fopmjmj^ q^m

.

30. k i»»a»^ ifPm. IPfi kp^%ilip k lifi umpiaippp.

bprniifi 4 Ubii f/r tfanbp ^snp^u /fc i^opCit

»
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Oil eartlu the books shall be opened,

and then My glory shall appear.

26. jiiid they shall see all My saints exalt-

ed on high near Me, and every one

who is found righteous and worthy of

Me, shall come and shall be glorified

and brightened more than the sun.

Then the hearts of them that dwell

upon the earth shall be turned unto

other good things

;

27. the wicked shall be destroyed and an-

nihilated ; deceit shall be quenched, and

incredulity shall be confounded;

28. faith shall flourish, and truth, which

for so many yeai-s remained fruitless,

shall be revealed ; falsehood sliall pe-

rish and incorruption shall appear

;

coiTuption shall come to an end, and

then the end of this world shall arrive.

29. AVlien He had finished saying this unto

me, the glory of God appeared unto

me like an appearance of lightnings,

and the place whereon I stood was

stired up slowly, and I began to be

perplexed and could not bear that glory

and was taken with fear. Then the

angel came and strengthened me,

30. and he said to me : Fear not and be

not terrified ; thou art blessed to have

found grace before the Mighty lyii^^Google
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33* ^ tlwmit utj%np/tli '^p^'^'^f' ^I^F F'^fF'^'^lfr

HmmMiSmjf L funp^ptingb gAiihp^mgt thmJmkm^

31* ufm^hm quL ittj£ hi,u mi.mt.ftm htph , L jmtjmt^

'khmji gk^ utLk^ him pma% ^mtjm t

35. fr* hqha. ^fhmt utjmmp^lg L i^mfHif^ f^A^ op.

36 • k jmtftXhmti "hi"" l"^ I^'^'^'Hp* ^ '("T/ "'"^C

mtmuifj^ pmtplpk^mj'h •

38. k mamkaP, ^Ip Hmmami.mt^ /ttT^ qmt mtpmtpkp ftp^

llfi^m k ^kptg/ip k f^mtJifitrntjii mp ft iimmmt

»

40 • qng ^pmtJmjbykp ^or^A^ 1"^"^ t "P^fy^P ^

A"»*«»/»4, h ^n^kybp f^i^r af»A&« ^ mp (mmtmblp%

41 . £»1*7 pmtfJmLpkmt% JnLpg% pibii kp^plt\ qmi pm^

JmAkifhp k npmikgkp qkplglip mtpmjb i/i^^«i»A

»

Jmm^ Jft Ipmjb jmt%timAtim ft %kpg/Mi mpmiir^

ffkp^ iimmmmtmkmti ikpliftp [i ^kprntj 'Umpmt . k

Jmm% Jf, A i^pmj gmA q^kp^lf^m fgrntymgykp,

mpmj It Ibkpgmj %trmtbmLp[tt% Xbtjfmi.mth Xqkgkp
^

k mtm^t/miiibtfkp q^tmmtmattmmtfiptit ^ k mp 3Lm^

gkmti tp Jmtim^m Intpg, mtimtfrn^ t^utpmugbgkp

k tmpqkibp. -B"''^lh J'^'^'^l 4A^ futrntdtrntli phtf^

JltJbut%m^ jnpmj /[bputf 4»ll»^» IPl^P t
^ A""-

Digitized byLjOOQIC



THE THIRD BOOK OF ESDRAS 549

32. I saw the righteousness of thy heart

and thy chastity, which thou hast kept

ever since thy youth,

33. and therefore thou hast been worthy

to hear the voice of God and the se-

crets of the latter times
;

3L fast tlierefore seven days more and He
shall reveal to thee more than this.

35. And it came to pass aftei'wards I fasted

seven days more,

36. and again my heart was vexed within

me, and I began to speak before the

Most High,

38. and I said : C) Lord, my God, Thou
hast created heaven and earth and all

that is in them
;

40. Thou didst command the light to shine,

and didst divide it from darkness and

called it Day.

41. Thou didst separate the multitude of

waters, which were mixed up with the

earth, which thou didst settle asunder

;

one part of the water thou hast esta-

blished in the heart of tlie deep, and

upon it thou hast fixed the earth ; and

another part thou hast settled up to

heaven, under which, like a ceiling,

thou hast established the firmament

;

and the remaining gathering togethei: ,
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%nfim fi tfhp utlifjpu^buikag^ , L tlmak Jft %apm

ft fuabmff^ tHimtt^l '

43. t^L qmpXhmi hpgimgftimtar mi.ma.p% tap ^'^J % f^P^^

llftp iwttmwmhifhp* pqjh^L A ^</««^4 qfuttlmp

uhpJut%kmff L q^Smq^p^a funmmg ^ L ^MVffilk^

Saunny aqimjattphpu •

44. k pqfuhmt^ 1"'Vll' '^llh P'^H.'^^Ph'"'^ quhpiPm^

%ftu [t t/hpatt^at-p qopatLphittUg . L qfummia am%mj^

45. fr* A inppapqntaP uti.nLp% ^pauaiutjbgbp uaphqam^

liatah if'^bl 9
ina,aattLttph£ , L at'hni.^aii%h£ a^ata&aaa.Slk
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of the waters, thou hast encircled and

imprisoned with sand; because in the

beginning they were mixed up together

and the Spirit was hovering upon them,

and deep darkness spread all around.

And the earth was not yet, because

the sound of man's voice was not yet.

Then thou didst command the rays of

the light to come forth, that thine ad-

mirable works might appear.

42. And in the second day thou didst di-

vide the lirmameut of heaven and didst

raise it up in the height ; and thou

didst command one part of the in-

ferior waters to make a division be-

twixt them, that the one part might

go up. and the other part might re-

main beneath.

43. Again the third day thou didst found

the earth to bring forth the herb yield-

ing seed and the flowers of the grass,

and the friiit—trees yielding fruit

;

44. and she brought forth manifold kinds

of seeds for food for the creatures,

ajul sweet herbs for the pleasure of the

taste, and fruits of the trees ngreeable

to eat.

45. And upon the fourth day thou didst

command that the Sun should be,
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47. ^»^ /t ili%fhpnp»fnaM mtmLf mmmghp Vlf^A

PmynLbm «vffA ""ffA** &*- ^^^c fim^tiiitpfitk

jm^tlm% • It fi/avlErw&llriff Mm ^ jm&nt.tBt t

.53. fr* impltm^ ^ tlhyhpnpifntar mt,nLpU fimlb^g

.54. fr* .Z^** «»"5«» f**4|»^ Jii4/»«Ai»(fi»W ^A«o^ /»ii^

iiptftnj ^tpnLiT iimJkhmjit /A^ mmm^ mpmphp

qmpkyhp ff/rw/vMrir, ppp^i ifmmm%fnptffi [f Xhmm

hmuLp ^ap fi fntfnjit amkqdkp^ L ^^f"^ l/tlb^
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give light and maintain the vegetation

and the products of the earth ; in like

manner thou didst appoint the Moon
to give light to the darkness of the

night, and divide the changes of the

hours and the succession of the sea-

sons.

47. And upon the fifth day thou didst bid

the earth to bring forth moving crea-

tures that have life and all kinds of

fowls. Then a multitude of animals

appeared of beautiful colours and of

different forms.

48. In like manner the sea also brought

forth a multitude of fishes, the greater

of them to serve for the use of eating,

and the lesser ones for multiplication.

53. And again upon the sixth day, through

the word of thv command, the earth

brought forth the cattle, the reptiles

nnd the fowls.

54. And after them, with thy divine hands

thou didst create man their master,

and didst plant the Oarden like a

city, and put him into it. And like as

a father does to his own child, thou

didst put before him all things, that

he should enjoy them according to his

pleasure and desire. And having beau-
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k pmfmi^p It tlkpmj mJIAimj%fi np ^ g(i^ t^

k jhp^pmtup uaqmmmtmpCk n^ mpmphp i(km

Ifmpom f
k fippkt, ff/^/»« tummmLnj k gAmpmtpirm%

hmmtp %iim ^uimmut.fipm%% ,
^np f^^lg ^ ^^.

mmif* k h^ ^ t^pm/mm^ii tftmaft^mLphmtit , omim^

pmifmt jimhmufmlfm%nLpk'it{b , k mpJm%li kqht

m^mmntphm'ii ^ k muftumiimghm^ ^pmJim'kmg'lt

p Xknh Jms"^ Jmrntiihymi. • ^mif Ip k [i >iffif

qmpXmt, k P %irm%l mJOihgkmA Jkg iTrnp^pif

mhpJmhk^mgn

5fi. ill mmmgkp tf^hpmhnumif pk ikii p^l k jn^

jthl ^m»rmphtfmii . k %tiimiilrmi kill ^ipkmi m^
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tified the Garden in every way, as for

an heir, thou didst deliver it into the

hands of him whom thou hadst created

out of the dust, and to whom thou

hadst given the breath of life. And out

of his ribs thou didst create his wife^

to live and to converse with him, and

to be a comfort to mankind. Thou
didst endow him with free will and

inclination, and appoint him ruler and
king over all the works which thou hadst

made upon earth. Even because of

thy favour he did not want any earthly

servant, and thou didst give to him,

as H valuable and a choice book, the

Law, which he threw out of his hands

and so went out of the garden of delights,,

estranging himself from incorruptionr

and making himself deserving of the pain

of labour. And according to the threat-

ening order, he was delivered up into

the hands of death; he was dust and

unto dust he returned, and we men all

were procreated of him.

55. All this I have spoken before Thee,

56, for thou hast said of the Gentiles,

that they are nothing, and that they

are counted less than nothing, and

are like powdered glass, and like drops

of rain of no account. Digitized byGoogle
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fimmmmgmp mmi fi tf^&mlf ^mmm%fmLptm% f&f^

lltfU. ^^pb^s k ^^JH.k^9, k Jk.m%kskf A
ikirmm m%mf/nmam% ^hpm%mmm^ f^Jmq^mtlmLft^% k

•59. SU' ^Pi '^1'»4pikm% ^^tiP Imm^mmjfmg. mmf^,

. mmlA ^%m ^ 4^£m^ Jmmm%fm^km%. k Mg

"^liihh t-

1. fri k^ikL l^pgikL Ifmmmgikgli qprnlbi, fiv/»»»/b^,

mmmghymt mn fiat ^phimmlf% mjh np jmmmf%

^iomkgmi. i^n jam,

A-T £.iff ^Af . n \
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57. Why do the Gentiles rule over thy

chosen people, and trample on the

children of thv servant Abraham,

58. and on the people whom thou hast

chosen and hast called thine own, ta

whom thou didst promise to give the

good land of promise to possess for an

inheritance, and thou hast delivered

up into the hands of the abject Gen-

tiles the people and the land of pro-

mise V

59. For if thou didst promise to give it to

thy people, wherefore have the Gen-

tiles, who have not received the Law,

taken it as an inheritance to possess it,

and we have been carried away captives

to a strange land, and are subject to

them, and they rule over us?

CHAPTER VIL

1. And it came to pass when I had made
an end of these words, the angel, that

had spoken to me before, was sent

unto me,

2. and he said unto me : Arise, Esdras,

and hear what I am going to speak

unto thee. Digitized byGooglc
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5*-. »W */»< -!»< ^lAfl-i-^A -*»"/.

7. 4 ^t-r *i»/t-» Ay* A **t» * ^'Vft * t*»»*»-

4 A ^'h-fi ^«f A-r j-j**.

"h^t P-J9 •'A"!/*' ^"'•At ""A*' ''^rtV'

10 • fr* ^» '^'"^sl't Pl mjt^mglm 4< &«• •^•"••••^

Jimpmjirf^ Jmm% 4hmmtmii^mtptm% t

l^y it ^itS f^<w mJk%mjU fiimpmtpiimJji^ U
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3. And I got up and stood, saying : Speak

on. — And he said unto me : If a sea is

set in a wide place,

4. and the entrance thereof is a narrow

one, so as to be like a narrow river,

5. if any one desire to go into the sea

to rnle it, if first he went not through

the narrow, how could he come into

the broad part of it?

6. Or again, suppose a little town, enrich-

ed and embellished with all good

things,

7. but the entrance thereof is narrow and

difficult, and set in a dangerous place;

as if there were a fire on the right,

and on the left very deep water,

8. and there is only a path going between

the fire and the water, and there should

not be room for any other one but

only a path for the feet of one man;

9. if he, who would inherit it, should not

first pass through the narrow place,

he could not seize upon the inheritance,

10. And I said : It is so. — Then he an-

swered and said unto me : In like manner

shall be given to Israel the portion of

inheritance.

11. For, for the sake of men God has

made this world and has tilled it with ,
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mJji^*. Pull -hmgm m^ ufm^hyfiii, mjf^ MpM^

12. "^-t*^ mjunpfili iTnt-m m^^mp^/im mjmnppli fupmm

Ifb k i^^wLmpjiflt k
ijp

mmmmufmlbo^,

13. it pi ^''h «^5^^ n'"! ^h ^ ii^7 ^"Hv i"^

14. U Jmhmig% ikplimfrU-mtyk^, u^ t^^iSt^ «-
tummpmumtkutf^ %ngm fumptath np jmmmf_ ^'v^

15. /^";/5 7"* 'A' Z'l"'Pt'P it «^'I(p«»>»-»5«* A».

16. k Jt timn{tp it muimlim^ki^^ hm, mji <iyia»

mn Jommiapit
, k qtc t '^t ^"''^ T ""* </***

17* b*- ku mumyt • H'H'^ ntph^ mpimp^ Jmnm%^

^kh upmpt'^* ^ ^ai9u% mjhmpt(i FT^-^it ^""C

pkpiht aimmhh^ gAif %ki k phq %na.pp lim%m^

aHmpilb .

18. t"(l "P '"^'''PP?' ^^' ^ uppnkpkmdfi ilikmhm t^
pktmbg n^ utltgnLymbklb , k qat^P^ %kiinLpkm%
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all kinds of good things, and has given

them a Law to make use of it and

reign, that their kingdom should be a

good one, and a wise one, and spot^

less. But they did not keep the Law, but

rejected it, and the Most High decided

to reject them for having rebelled

against Him.

12. Wherefore the entrance of this world

is hard and difficult and charged with

great toils;

13. if they first should not enter the nar-

row and difficult path of this world,

14. and after entering if they suflfer not

with patience, they cannot receive the

benefits that were prepared for them

ere this world was.

15. But thou, trouble thee not for being

subject to death,

16. and be not disquieted seeing that thou

must suffer corruption, but contemplate

the present, and consider in thy mind

that which is to come.

17. And I .said: Then the righteous shall

inherit the good things, and therefore

they enter the narrow and difficult

path and suffer with patience
;

18. but they that are frail and live not a

holy life, neither take the experience t

36 ^
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mamgmii t

19. frc m«4 sh^ fr* ^- <e^t —^-^. ^Pt n ^-

20 • ^VA^^^ mJhlbhghm'h mp mhgmhk% timmmrn,^^

/»< fA'^2 -r^-^^^f ^ 4*55^^. ^^< fA^2 •V-'-

22. M ^'"le- ./--^^-l/^* 4f,mJmphf,t%. L t {b^

fimj mjmp mJb'UmjU^ mmrngjAt f3k a^ /I'v/'^^

qmpSug. ^£mhmuimpiu ^Lpkm%y fummmpkyftb ^

24. ^ fopCItu %npm JhpifhtflA. L f^pmJuAm %mpm

arnhmpiihylA , L ntpmymh firc^jw %npm , £i ^

/iai^^5 «r/"'5 ^"»r-' ^A|fAS"»*«»«»^5A^, ^ 7/»^«i^

irifrai^tf if«f/»i« mp^mJmpibgfi%^

nAmfrliy hi. ifinLp^A ijtngt

26. tt<« HW^ JmiTmlbm^, j^pi^LiT lail^g^ "b^MMi

np jmmmpi mmmgmi. gh^i . jmjmlblrmifli ^"'^'•/S^

np mjthr ni hpt§.li ^ L mJhIbmjh ^at^p fi tfhpt
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of suffering, they remove themselves

from the eternal good things.

19. And he said to me: I sav unto thee,

that thou art not better than the Most

High, neither more affable than God,

nor more lover of man than He is.

20. Rather let till them who transgress the

Law of the Lord perish, than that the

Law of God should be despised.

21. For God has straitly commauded unto

men what they should do to live, and

what they should observe to avoid

punishment.

22. Nevertheless they renounced it all,

and said moreover of the Most High

that He is not, and that there is no

reward for good or evil doings ; they

turned aside their ways,

24. aud rejected His Law ; they despised

His commandments, and denied His co-

venant ; they have been distrustful of

the words of His saints, and looked

with contempt upon His chosen ones.

25. therefore hear, thou, Esdras; vanity

is for them that are vain, and fulness

for them that are full.

26. Behold the time shall come, when the

token that has been told thee of before,

shall come to pass, and the town that^^^i^^
Digitized byVjOOQ IC
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27. k mJIAimJb np ^mg^ m%p^^ mbmgl f+mmm

28. fi-5/^^^-r V^^«5A o^Aur^^ a*-'*!^*/* J'V'^'V

(imummm L ^ imJpkpm§.pkmk
^

32. ib iir</ifr)^A/»Aiir1^ lim%^'uhmg^'u mp fim^hmfr b%

jkplipt' ^'^J^f"' ttvAttVM^ •

33. ^ ll'yg^^ mmmfji ^fOfi qmmmLmpflh ^ k Ir^hm^

gifb ^mmgh% ^hmit^ np ny hpha^'h i

34. Jr* ^^^99^ mtnmlim%ntpltd» L i^m^mptmgl •^•/»^

Jh^pl^A, U MimpmMikmgh% qfimLp^Ag. k /mm^

ifkit ^tummtti [itpbrnhyt

35. Jr* .y^** ^"p^^g i'^p^ hp ^ mpfrnpuLpifA

^mtifikmgk. L jmJhJmiT hptt,hutffi *^^lb ^•»^.

qumhrnii uppngh^ L ^^aiamplim qpm/uamh tjtmtfilinL^

pbm%
f

L qitP jtmhi^fiJuth ungfhi pnafm *>/"{/ k

marnhf^amho imtlimitii/ty ^ L "pifb ut%Jam^^ ^np

u^mmpmaamhrnfi I imdpmp2ftf'»y L mtUopflhmyt

b*- J«»/^«^«'«^ M»«/^54 pmpXphm/li ympifmpatit.

S^^tit I'nkilltfb ^utitqumtuiit ^kpnj a^np a^u

paaiuaaahau£ta Ip Ihif [a uifqpaaaiit aaapaatpaat^njf

»
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now appears not, shall come forth, and

every knee shall crawl along upon the

ground,

27. and all they that shall be found spot-

less, shall see the glory of the Most

High.

28. Then the Anointed of God shall visibly

reveal Himself unto men, and shall re-

joice them that remain in faith and

in expectation,

32. and through the voice of the Lord,

i\\\ they that are buried under the

ground, shall rise up,

33. and shall stand before the flighty Judge,

and the life that is not seen shall come.

34. Corruption shall end, and mercy shall

cease, compassion shall pass away, and

the doors of penitence shall be abo-

lished, longsuffering shall be with-

drawn, and faith shall show its fruits.

35. According to the deeds shall be the re-

ward, and justice shall flourish. And
then shall appear the resting place of

the saints, and the true Paradise of

delights : and over against them the

furnace of fire, and the eternal tor-

ments, and the worm that never dies,

which are prepared for the impious,

and for the wicked. And then the Most
Digitized byLjOOQIC
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plr^m^% k'^9gk inLmmmmL k u^ ["imfA ^ k m^

mumktig ugmj^mnmgkmi, k i»^ '^^g 4mt[m%m^

iMr|t|»i k a^ npmmnL^ it^atAmLttp tfmJmhm^maf ^

k n^ ^"1'^ fi'^ffH * ^ f.^^F A ^**/"**> S««^.i«

^mmkm%^ k if^ i'^^'f* -H'^ISP'"!'"'"^ k n^^ tr^

pk^mj ^ 4mh^^am {mmmmffmg^ k if^ ^^ikp ^
t^m^m^kf^ im^mmnafikmiiif ^ k •« mfnqmgpfiL%

ff^*5 A JotfmfimLp/iA . k n^ immmptmli op fi

^mim^atSk ^kprnl/fimy , n^ taikA fi qap^ kfi^pft

u^mmpmmmmLpkmh . 04 ^mpnA /» ^itaAii kp^pfr

ugmpmpmnapkmh , n^ jmJmA mop ^ k if% m^

2*9A ft luUmaT m^k£ u^mqaj (^mm%mA, a^, f"/**

^ifiair fi finiingpk'hi ojny ^ k if^ aAtpkt j»f^

]Sfvt.iS Smnnifta ^
m^ 9^1 A <(^Af'*'I""A^A*^ "^iA^

Iftftf^k n^ mnmkoan np lB»^iir^iM^4
ti'^i" """'/f^*

Ikmby k ml iimJpmp qplkpitj ^mLmp^ J'V""

Vi» /'"J/5 *(A"5/^ •^•'•^4 1^"»««^5 '^Pl'^fSk If*.

pmlantpfiA t fm^ mJpmp2,''"''gk* 4'"{'^ "'^Z^l. *

ir mn^mJatti^ jmifimkiilitf ^ k maAftAg t/^mgflt^

flAmgnpfi . MT^ii 4 t^utmmmtnmVk t
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High shall say unto the righteous

:

Behold your place of rest which was

prepared for you from the beginning of

Creation. Now enter into it and rest,

and leap for joy like calves whose

bond has been loosed. And to the im-

pious and to the wicked He shall say

:

Look at Me, and know Me, Whom ye

have not served, or Whom ye have

denied, or Whose Law ye have despised ;

see before you what is jirepared. For

the Righteous is prepared delight,

and for you. Wicked, fire and eternal

torment. And such shall be the Dav of

Judgment ; neither the sun shall give

light, nor the moon, nor shall the stars

shine; neither shall the clouds give

shade, nor shall thunder mark the sea-

sons. There shall be neither refreshing

wind, nor water to quench the thirst,

nor sweet air ; neither evening to take

rest from work, nor night to cease

from labour, nor prosperous works for

satisfaction. Neither midday to taste

food, nor Winter to till and prepare

the ground, nor Spring to bring forth

the riches of the earth ; neither the

heat of Summer, nor Autumn to take

care of and to ripen the fruits, nor

Digitized byLjOOQIC
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J^§1 np mm mm^mi. tfmifmiim^u mpmpm^ f^uri/ar

JmijMaj Jirpnj^ L fi mmh9m%^ jmi^mlAfiy

Jmm%irt/g^ U JtA^tf ^"^p^ '''"'^fl"Qt ^'^'^'^•^

uimq. imt Ip pi ilmg ^n^ ^^Aur/t ff^ ft

ifmfttflfhtipi lib^jmiibimgu ny Jbt^mt,. L ^mtT

miumhin/u* um^mtai.tf 4 '^J^ '"Zh'^P^ J"'^/"*'-'

ImmLpjtA. L pmqJmg fi mmitl^mhm^ qjt mJb%b^

J^tatli mn ^mmmpmli mhopf^nLpbmJp^ pmpm^
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hail caused uy the violence of the air.

Neither rain to cause trees to grow,

nor dew to satisfy the plants, nor

Morning to mark the light of the day,

nor a lamp revealing the darkness

of the night, but only the Crown of

glory for the rejoicing of the Righteous.

But to the wicked is reserved the

fire that is never quenched, and eternal

darkness, and perpetual torments ; such

is the Judgment.

And I sighed and said to him : Bless-

ed are they who for a short time suf-

fered patiently for the glory of heaven,

and woe to ns who for a short time

<lid satisfy the will of our body, and

have to be delivered up to the eternal

torments, and sutFer perpetually in the

unquenchable tire ; it had been better

we had never been born. Who is the

man that has lived and has not sin-

ned ? Or who that hns been born has

not transgressed His commandments?

As I now see, the world to come shall

brin^r delight to few, and torments to

many. For we all in general are jilung-

ed into iniquity, we have walked in

the way of perdition and in the paths

of death, and deviated from the truth

of life. Digitized byGoogle
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nAfigfim* mat^mfi(h ^mJitiimjh fi%y ^mm %mgm tttp^

thmhmLnpmtpkmUh mfammpmmmkmg^iim ^ptfiii , J/i^

Pl np mhmpJmMi f^yV ^"^'^ %Jm% ^mjmplrm^

k ^miT mji fiJ^g 1iiJm%t f^L mmrngfi . fl^t frt

mml ifprn. Hmui «/•& gip^Pp. l^lPp «/»«Y^»

pqjalim ^ It %m ai^mmtmu/mm%fi mutgi f^^^ ^ "'^

L hp^mph gu»% ^Ifmrngmpii f
L ^mmfrnph gm%

^mp% g'"'^ f^il*^ t
^ nmliffb f^mb ^mliaubm

ufmmmtm^amitu . ^mptim mjmnt^hmki, , k mkm

pi np ufimmaLm^mit 4 k gmh^tat^fi t ffa mmrngfi ,

Pk"^ n*4 "g ''I 'iP'^i Pl I'^i'^i-'^ k %ni.m^% I

if»'A^wifi* fr* utttl ff/fff Pk "paulm Jmpii^mit

Pntfi %ntm^* ufmrnn^m^uA k yut%(fm^^ ^ ^"jii^

u^lm k pmpXpkg^mjb atm^tuL utptimpg u^mmmtm^

ifm% kit • k nipm/m [fiifff (» '[kptuj um^mi.ntaf% ,

ap ifummmgnpky/At ^uAni% %npm p tfkpmj kp^p/i ,

k fi Xknb %ngm mbnLit itnpm op^fi k fMr^^.

tfmm% mfiittppif Smq^^kmgk% tmpifmp^ , k afim^

nmLapkugfth mntrnf^ft duannL^mj t f»tff pm^JamJ^

pmpif mhfmpmm* afpp^/i %Jmhkmgi ^ k ugmanpmm^

ym jmJnp k jtm%mp^m%m t
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He answered and said unto me : Tliou

didst say that the Righteous are few»

and the ungodly are many. Now hear

concerning that ; if thou have choice

stones, thou wilt prepare the accessories

according to their value ; wouldst thou

consider equal to them that which is

unworthy, like lead, or clay, or such

other things ? — And I said : No. —
And he said unto me : Ask the earth :

AVhy thou that bringest forth clay in

such quantity, producest not gold in

the same measui'e ? And she shall an-

swer thee and say: Because clay is

much more abundant than iron, and

iron is more abundant than lead, and

lead more than copper, and copper more

than silver, and silver more than gold,

and gold more than precious stones.

Choose thou therefore and see which

things are precious and to be desired. —
And I said : Who knows not, that that

which is less abundant and more rare, is

most to be desired? — And he said to

me: As the less abundant is by men
esteemed more valuable and more to

be desired, in- the same way the few

Righteous are more precious before the

Most High : and He rejoices over the
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n§l ^pffpp t^l^r ^'^'"P V^P'frf it f*
'*'*'^»

fmhmit jimLJjiml/ltltg Jmm'hiigtmt • tlmmb mjmmpft^

utgmmgk wff Jmp^lfmb^ L ffii^mj fw^iM^ 4"Ui'h

k ^n^iiuaf[i% mJithunh S'iinAtgo puthmtuprng ^ L

4 ^ngm gutit Jbif , ^ m^ jtrnprnifihrnii mifb mAfih ^

k ny tgmmmmmmbimg i&imh t QTAf fj^i oignum

4 kpi ft jmrnmumtiA Jmm%inQf k ft mmkfmhm

rnhjungmpu. Iipm%fl fit lip Jlt^ jmpmtpliA ^

^p jmtfimli%^g mutltfm%ma% imufplrngft

frt fimjm JfAijhm ^Jmrnt Mr^(A, k mml tffnf

J9a^fpm%l mpmpm^ag juinm9 gm% ^frnptfr ifhk
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few who glorified His name upon earth,

and through whom His name is praised

and blessed. Wherefore the Righteous

shall flourish and shall be exalted be*

fore God. But the licentious multi-

tudes are like unto storm, and are

prepared for the burning fire; their

countenance shall be devested to shame

and to contempt.

And while he was saying this to

me, I sighed and was troubled, and

my spirit failed in me, and I said:

thou earth, wherefore hast thou brought

forth man, if he is condemned to the

eternal torments ? Therefore let the race

of men lament, and the beasts of the

field be glad; let all rational beings

that are born lament, and let all four-

footed beasts rejoice. It is far better

with them than with us; for they

neither expect resurrection, nor look

they for judgment. What does it pro-

fit us, if we are to be judged and sent

to incessant torments? Would to heav-

en that there were no resurrection for

us, for then we should escape the c^

temal torments.

While I was considering this, he said

unto me : In the beginuinj»- of the cmi- ,
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^mtpintiit , L qmm%fm%img • pi^g mjmmt^kmliL
, f

^

mjb^mifi tfimt/mitm^m irpifimj%uiJmkmtf ptupXpiim^f

/tLffbuA^i Ifmm. a$fmu§mu/um%li L mubtP gipk^^

a,m^% Stmm^. h^ipt^r t /jft, Skp, ---'' A^^,

bpi jhm Jm^ui, jnptfmtT u^mJimUfji fi J^l
illiLpm^m%^Lp qti^liti M(9. bpfimiyb^dg ft mbq^

mm%ltmhmq^ Irf^l jm^tinppmLplnmh fflhftgfiJfi

J/t%lln ifop qmmmmmm%l/h^ hfil jmjuiT iitml

Jmamitfigin/g ft anat»lt9u§bu % Jfm tqmmmm/mmhfi k

mul. Humglig L fmjm ^kf. qm, Jfi ^minipp

q^kq gtltq Jtm^tma^mpmuh • q/i gkf k %Jm%miimg

gnif tqmmpmMmkm£^ t qufitXif Jt pmpkog^ ap

"t J"7**^^*'5A^ B^t^ tiltb^ki. fi ^m^£m% ^fm^

JuAutlfmy Ij'^l' utjmttL^kuikt tfmu% "f^y ^"f-

9^Mf "?y*«Y^" t pttMa. qjt jnpthmtP ^pmJmk

Jtm^nL k/utUt jmnmf^ /!'*'^ f^fi'ifr nqfiu ^im^

%k£njf amhqfii tfmii^tmqtmljili pmdm%fi ^nA^ fi

JmpSLnjU , k kpfimj p '^^it' "pn^JuMi
["-p^J

•

qiqmmntppmita pmptpk^njU . k jnpaLtP ttmJm^

%m^/t Ip jmufutiguthmffmh [t p^mlfmit liatptC

^1j% piintpktmh^ Smnutjkmg u»JpSni.pkmJp k

^mummmnLpktmJp jmtlk%mjflM thmJni, '[^''"''9 * r^ T
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Hon, before man was made upon the

face of earth, the foreknowing Most

High previously prepared the place of

delight and that of torments. Under-

stand tlierefore that men had the Law,

through which they could be saved;

but they did not keep it, but despised

it. What answer shall they have to

give at the last day? For, for so

jrreat a time the Most Hijfh had been

longsutiering with them, and they hav-

ing despised Him have lost their souls.

— And I answered the angel of the Lord

and said ; I beseech thee, Lord, tell

me whether after death, when the soul

of every one of us is required, we
shall go to the place of torments,

or whether we shall be kept in rest

until the day of judgment, and then

be delivered up to the torments ? —
He answered and said : I will tell unto

thee this also. Number not thyself

with them that are condennied; for to

thee, as well as to them that are like

thee, is prepared a treasure full of

good things ; but it shall not be shown
unto thee until the end of the times.

Hear therefore, concerning thy demand

;

the teaching i« this: When.^ bef^^gj^



676 '^Wf^ b»Ph bPPnPI-

mntfiittatJli &q%tyuit, mm mJI/bmjb Jhf^mt {m*^«

pnptf &m%immmp^* mhmhm£ ^ufmmfimmmm^mii

tUmjitifibuMi fitp ik'^jk ^'^ HmmaLmd

,

tpl '/^^ ^mt.mmatlf( u^m^iamy aaga aaaaat,aaah %aim

op(l>§(ba S^PP^PI ^tiAamaaiamp^^ J^l""^ •/*•/**'•'

%li% ^aPaaa ufaaaaaipaaaaaaaaiaaii F'^pt't^ t ^Pk "l^^i"

gAq ^pkiaaaam^aa ft paaafiia^ fiaamaiaaa^aagpliauia

aaa^aataaaata,atpitaaa£ u^aaa^ftt Zp^^^fpf &iM^arayiM|t<^^*

apaaaagaaaLaapkam£ 4 nkpamfuaaaphaaaal^ ^ ^fa alkfl^aaagaaat,

^aaaat^aaa^aaa'iaiaLppA . L amjUaat^batalit, niaaf if^Z"

aaaam^aa ^or^ivi^ afaaaaumhafk^ a^uabafmliaUaaa'la l^jaaia t

tjjfglrpaapq ^aaahaaaa^aaap^a^ jaapaajT yaatyaaah/i pi

aapaafiaa bphaa^ flip £na,aaaaaLtaplah ^/i/vir£ qaaapba^aaa^^
,

L lay aaajllaaag^baaaiaa, aaaaifaaaifaaa%aatpitaaaa/p jpaaaiaam'la t

Iftpiabptapq daaa^ataaafamps^a* up fa alhp I gaaaia fMe«r> t
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man gives up his soul, the sentence

of death has gone forth, his spirit

instantly departs from the body and

goes to the place which is des-

tined for it. If he is full of ffood

works, and has kept the command-
ments of the Most High ; and if while

he was in the body of corruptible na-

ture, he has served spotlessly, and has

been fii-m in all afflictions, he shall

exult and rejoice in the repose of the

sevenfold ways.

In the first way, because he has

striven with great trouble against all

sins. In the second way, because he

shall see the tortures which are pre-

pared against sin. In the third way,

because he shall see the w^itness that

God shall bear concerning him, that,

with great faith, he kept the Law which

was giv^en him in trust. In the fourth

way, because therein shall be revealed

the good things that are prepared for

him, and how that along with angels

he shall be ministered unto deep peace.

In the fifth way, he shall be glorified

and filled with great joy for having

stript himself of the corruptible, and

therefore he is numbered with the jwi^ t

Digitjzfid byVjOOQIC



578 "H-^i^ ^^^ bfMIM-

Jifkmfr £m%m^mff/;m. JT"^ -t^HA f««-

k ^mmmu.pkimy% I k gAjmAkim^ I vt'P^

m(b u^m^kgffb ^Mimmm^fim%% pmflfkimfr, k

mp^mJkift^kgtfli f^p^a %mpm , k f»|»Z^5«'^ A

i^lbil^ b fTrnpAtifr mpmiTmipkmJjt k {^T^g

i'^h^st'^ tsp'^'Tm^u fimpifkiitjb I hfkfpn
£m%m&fimp4^

^ f/r m^ ^mJkifm% qmtAmi k

bfP'^PJ ^ttAmugmp^* jnpauT iikq^fih mkmm^

itkim^ fmpiimpmii jt ^mh^pauA , L ^Lpkmbm
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jrels to inherit the everlasting Light.

In the sixth way shall be shown to

him how his face is brightened like

the sun, and henceforth shall not be

<larkened by corruption. In the seventh

way, which is above all the other

ways, because he shall be bold with

confidence and boasting, and without

<;onfusion or fear he shall hasten, with

great joy, to behold the face of God,

Whom in his life-time, he served spot-

lessly, and from Whom he shall be

glorified and receive his reward. These

are the ways of the souls of the righteous.

But the souls of the wicked, who did not

keep the commandments of the Most

High, and despised His Law, and de-

tested His servants, they shall never

enter the place of rest ; but when their

spirit shall depart with sorro\\' and

affliction from their body, they quickly,

through seven ways, shall enter the

eternal torments.

The first way is, that they have a-

l)andoned the Law and transgressed

the commandments of the Most High.

The second way is, that they did

not choose to repent and do penance

while they were in this world. Ttte
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mm%fm%u1b t STf^fi ^tAmaump^^ np ^mf k

np mintmhh'h jamJiiJ^kml tiu^mmpmmmkmf^ m*/*..

Jirhiii,/tli ^^npnu»m%t b^ftf^kprnptf &m%mttfmp^*

np I if^^ t^mtlli%mju 'Skmltmtump^m fi 4^1"* J"^

aattP ^m2jih It Jut^fi% uniopmf L tmhmp^mhofi ,

L a^mimphmi^ Mr mpmJhipbmJp. L Irp^bqliL,

[ippki, mIrmmltIA qdm%mtqmp^t$ fimpXph£njh "pnj

mmmlli Jliqm% lfh%qm%lig% ^ Jmp^P , L or.

f^ttfji mfiqmpng% mm%f_li^ug Ihtt ffmmL ugm^

mmmfum%fi k mmhtP. ^mgp t^mJmlimlf S^fo^

mm fi mkuutUkf^ pi npiqlu mm%^t^fih jkm sp"^^

Jwapk^nj %mym fi JmpS&aj rnhmfit {^i mul gl*" •

^mgfi tfmJmhm^
i

ti^ uAquppnapku/kl^ mjg^ mm%^

fmhmg, q/i ^ mkqltm (un2^tm'ltqmUtmy mpqk£km£

h% Jhiimtupmy "'^tfi f ^ ugmtifiit ft mmlt^uilitm

m^mtnp ^pi^^mmljfmgf J[t%^bt, jop% jm%q^Jim^

itnt,pkutii L qutmmummhmg L ^mmnt.gJm'lt /><«/'«»

in; £1 ^mpf,* (Lamyf, . h'UqpkJ'
J,

gCli' %lipbm

fi%l L l^tj^ ^mpgmblij^. IfL mpq jtatnLp%

qmmmmmuthfi Ifmp/igk^ uapqmpffu ^pmtimpk^

QUtamiiir/ quit^tatpp^mii , L ^mtiT mrnhh^ J"*^

qm^^ufhu tlmub %nyut ^ upttglu 'ifpfi tfmu% ipq^

"'5t ^ 4*^*^ "Pita 'l"'"'^ ^•"'w. ^ i""^ ^y^
J
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third wftv is, that thev shall feel

pain in seeing the righteous in the

everlasting rest and themselves in tor-

ments. The fourth wny is, that they

shall see the eternal fire which is

laid up for themselves in the last days.

The fifth way is, that, in which they

shall see the place of rest of those

others who have pleased the Most High,

guarded and served by the angels in

great holiness. In the sixth way,

they shall see the kingdom j)repared

for the saints and the utter destruction

of their own souls. In the seventh way,

which is above all the others, in which

ihey shall pine away in confusion and be

consumed with contempt, and be sur-

rounded by knowledge and fear, seeing

the wavs of the Most High, before Whom
they sinned whilst living in the body,

and now they are to be tortured before

the just. — I answered :ind said: Shall

time be given to the souls, that they

may see how they shall be tortured

after they are separated from the

body? — And he said unto me: Time

shall be given to them, not of rest

but of torments, for the souls of the

sinners are detained in a place of puni&b- t
^
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nLfntiff t^mtgmmk^^ k ^maT f«r^ ^paatihmpkgnt.^

ymlbki
l>

mm%lm%mg. ^tprngm^i/tip /9tpkm%g

q^ft bpl HftpmmaT luifmlkmy qJlumaLmS tfmtala

Oatfuamj k ifutuh utmak %mpm ^ k 1fnt[mlu afmaa%

^mpyii Jkpmy* np Jknm'k juairngpu %npm
^

38* k fuatLffp ifiaauh ^uapnt.aaaday •haqnalpqkmVk ^ k

fJntgmJk% afmuii uppma,pkmk
,
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ment, and are kept in torments by ter-

rible angels, until the day of confronting

and of Judgment and Sentence, and of the

Reward of good and evil. — I said : I be-

seech thee, allow me to ask this also

;

in the Day of Judgment shall the right-

eous be able to save the uncrodlv or

intercede for them, as may be done

by fathers for their sons, or by sons

for fathers, or brothers for brethren,

or kinsfolk for next of kin, or friends

for dear friends ? — He answered and

said unto me : Let no one, be mistaken

as regards this; the Day of Judgment

is the day of relentless justice, and all

truth shall be sealed. For as no one

can send another to die in his stead,

or to sleep, or to be sick, or to eat,

or to drink, in like manner no or ^ in

that time shall be able to praj** for

another, or save him from the tor-

ments : the deeds of everv one shall

intercede for him.

36. 1 answered and said: How do we find

that Abrah:ini prayed God for Lot and

his house, and Moses for our fathers

who died in his days,

38. and David for the slaughter of the

people, and Solomon for the sanctuary.
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39. k bq^m ^...i. q^imj m%X^^l,%, U f^fml

'VIM if-"* 'VU'S*

42. fr«» ugmmmuf»m%fi L matt yfiu . 0«f/»</* j»^^

A'-T^'A ^pk H^ifi"»gi''i» '^rn'^'n «-5^^. /f-'^fA

joqnt,m 4 ^"ffUi luugmiJuamffmLpiiiA afm$ih "p^J

fumph/uomiMi •

43. fA J^'Zh^'pi" -J/* limmmfdm% l^ L m^ i^m^

mhgmhl fgmpf mt^mif»mpmi.phuMi
^

44* ^ ifmf»dtm%hm£ 4 un^tm^tm%ntpltt.ii ^ L £nt.Shm£

4 mq^mmut.piit^ , ^ fumtfimitkmi h% ^utummg^
,

& q^mp^mhmj mftqmftntplii^ ^ L ^atifi d^Jmp^

mngpfiA ,

45. «i «^ '/«»/»< ntinpJbi^ ap ilmu% fti^pmg jm%gm^

%uaQ qnpdnyii 4 A uim%f^m%u L p qmmmm^

mmtltfi t

4G. frt mumyfi y%m . Q^i f,
uliqpmht fim^ mumg^

1-u'f m /-* 4r" ^A'^ i<r A-'/ ^^^-z A
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39. and Elias for the coming of rain, and E-

lisha for the dead that he might live,

40. and Hezekiah for the people in the days

of Sennacherib, and for his own health,

and others for others ?

41. If therefore when corrnption was grown

np, and nnrighfeousness was increas-

ing, the righteous prayed God for the

ungodly and obtained what tliey asked

wherefore shall it not be so then also?

42. He answered and said unto me: If the

righteous should pray in this world

they shall obt?iin ; for penitence may
be useful to them for whom they pray,

43. because the present world shall end;

this is not the world of glory, liut in

the other world of life, in which

the time of penitence has past.

44. and wherein corruption is at an end,

and poverty is removed, faith is left

behind, and righteousness is urown,

and truth coujcs forth,

45. no one then shall be able to have mercy

upon him, who, on account of his

wicked deeds is in torments and in

judgment.

46. And I said to him : Have I not already

said in the beginning, that it had been

better that man bad not been bom
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47. ^Ai o^«««r ^5< <^rip">» ^^4 <—ifr-/ A54

git mm%lm%my.

41). Jbl 1^\ oqm^m ^gl dhqmu^pmg, kfik f,mm^

mpJmhli Jm^ttL q.mpSu qnftSkgmg.

50. ^f%i ofmi.m liffl Jlr^^ kfik mpifmpmgii tt^mm^

Lnpmgm mJop ,

51. iF^l ojnt.ut [lyl Jhtimnaprngaa
f tfil imhiPm^

pkmig hiPg imphof^.

52. iJ^^l imtinpumLpittLU figl Jhp /»^f J"*^""/^

53 . ^f rniAl Jh^ , hpl hp(f%utLnp tipmfum% n^mm^

ntmtP 4 jnpni.iP Ifutj tfnutfilfntPlfLh L ^lEr^irc.

55. Ph -/A/r ni iPmm^Pffhifg.

54. li jitpihmiP uipiiuipntfit hphug inaMmLnphugfr

l^pphL fwphqmlfr^ L Mp hphug jprnmyfAi ftp^

pki. qntlhp mulmiTq^llfli . mpqmpkt l^ulf n>

Digitized byVjOOQIC



THB THIRD BOOK OF ESDRAS 587

on earth, than that he should ffo to

perdition so suddenly?

47. For what profit is it for a man to live

a long life and a sorrowful one, if

after death he [should await pun-

ishment?

49. What profit is it for us sinners, that re-

surrection should be promised after

death, when we have done works that

deserve death?

50. What profit is it for us, if for the right-

eous is prepared the unspeakable good

things, and for us sinners confusion V

51. What profit is it for us sinners if

treasuries of good things are for the

righteous, while we have erred through

our evil works?

52. What communion may we have in

the hope of good things that are

treasured up for good men ? We have

walked through a difficult way;

53. what profit unto us, if the heavenly

paradise, whose fruit is incorruptible, is

prepared for the spotless, wherein is^

delight and endless rejoicing,

65. but we shall not enter into it?

54. and that the faces of the righteous

shall shine like the sun. whereas our

faces shall become black like a dark
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hpgttg mSmg ^JmmL fi ^k%tim%miLphm% Irfit

^\ ^AMJit jkm j;^/;nA lipkg^.

48. m n^mJ- ^t\ f-'HV/'. ^-^ -^-> 't^^

-57. fr«» uimmmm^m%lt L muk. H^mmkmglA J^p^p^

51). f^impbi f^nvlrii U fiPm^t i^uA^Ji ffmilmlii at.

jtut %npu§ liutpqmpifiy ^ L HumatutS np f'^m,

uht^mi. fAq %mum t

02- &«*«& tqmmma/uuAft L utmhiP. ^ItmhiP L mjti^

uflm imimmmiP^ hfil jmqmpMi mqmpJmS 4

pmpXphmfr

(53 • L fi iP'^i qfit^^ V "pg qmm%uA mm %m .

(54. hpifm/UuiJfim 4 "pg iihquA^iA%.

05. li ufimpqkifil^ g'Aql^ jothmp I L fi {^"t^^L ^

^ Pnqmti qjm%ym%m'ii. ^/Tlr^ ^-^S ^gl f-f^-

r^/'j^f ^Pi k''rh^^ r/^i-"A ^ipAi? f*/' •-
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night ? Indeed we considered not during-

our life-time what we should have to

sutler after death.

48. thou Adam, what hast thou done ?

Thou only hast sinned, but the evil

has not fallen on thee alone, but

upon all who have been born of thee.

57. Then he answered and said: Let them

strive on earth to overcome evil, that

they should not have to suffer what

I have said ; but by overcoming evil

they shall obtain the good things. It

depends upon men
59. to choose between life and death. For

Moses said this unto them,

60. and they did not believe him, nor yet

all the prophets that came after him,

nur God Who spake to them.

62. I answered him and said : I know and

so do I believe, that the Most High
is merciful,

63. and compassionate towards them that

turn unto Him;
64. He is long-suffering towards those that

sin,

66. and bountiful, for He is ready to

pardon and to forgive sins. What
profit is it for the Most High, if so

many souls that He has made should
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68. ^•>-r4- L i^^f^ti 4. ^i5i4 /^ 2^-v<^-5< ^

phmJjA^ If2 ^mftmuafi mJkhmj% JimftJffh <tf«y«,

jm%ti^Jmha^phmh ^Jh^m^iftl. f^ ^4 "2 '^^''

pkm%^ til "it ^i^^yk jmJblimJh pmiiJmtpb%i

mftmutgu g""^ tiatm^mi,u% , L «vc|i fiyl mqnfJmt^

PftA %mpm t^np f»nuuimgmi.%
,
^mtT g'^lgp'''^^

P/ttL^f ^utaT JiufH^mmfipttiPfiA . I'ttT oqnum fifft

mj%f hpi ni mmmmt^hmi dhq^mtupmifr • IFtPl

jimm% mfr'^pH —r^^^ f»/^2'>"A "TA"* fA 4"-'

f»*»5^« g'^'- ihh "P ^ItmmtplrmJp jrA 4,

iiHh^ pi fA'^i f-r^Ay' Jhipq^' j'^'^l

4 Jt^^t^f^ ^«w* ^^V* ihw^mi
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ppi-ish, and only a few should be saved?

66. I know that He is of great niercv:

67. should He not have mercv, no man
can be saved,

68. Likewise He is forgivinjr, for if He did

not forgive and did not lighten throngh

His loving—kindness our sins, no man
should be saved.

69. He is a Judge, Who reproves and

judges, and after reproving He par-

dons; for if He did not pardon bnt

shonld punish the multitude of of-

fences, very few would be left out of

all the multitude. And where is His

mercy which He has promised, or His

clemency, or His meekness, or His

loving-kindness? To whom can it be of

any profit, if not to unhappy sinnere ?

Has Ht^ created so many souls for the

purpose of letting them perish ? Far

be it: He Who is full of knowledge,

does He not know what man. before

he is born, is going to commit? And

vet He knows all before it is created.
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Hn»»H C-

1 , {^M ugutmmm/uutiili L mml yf^u . /7|f ft »[kp (,

nmfjifimmLp[tA mm ft 'bJm%0§ pmfntiT 4 , amj^

ffihffhtml/tuJ* IfiuJult ^mp/^lrmtf Jimpti^m%^ ^^^

qupdiijii qlm§ni.pln^ , f^ qfimmuyhii ^up f<*/*«

J/ib nAl^i^ L f^fffr utfum 2,^pMmk^ L mp^

Umpnafu n^ %J5mhiraflilt , a^ Jftmjit ifbnym Um^

^ituugmpilt tti ^%myfih, mji L mp^mtTmp^byltU

ifbntam , L qtmp^haiMit fi ifutpni^ %mam , ^mmh

"ifiiapfi^ fiimpXphutfh utmlftttLu tt^m^bmg J'^'J^

jm^fampi .

tant.p p'itX • f^i /ulbifphuyhu f^p^l^p mm£ g^f*

^pktp "P F'lh^ utbu[tifu ufmuintMt^m%it L Jh^

Sutiflifi , L ututai J^t^ ^P^tp "P "'"^k mbuftiu

w^qp mi^qp , npuglu ifu^ammaLtulfutii% uut^uti, , L

Umliutptfu ffp^l'f' • n^ ^lumfighu ^hmp/tyhu ^bq
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CHAPTER VIII

He answered and said unto me : Speak

not about what is above thee, and

dissemble not in the sight of God

;

learn only what is allowed to thee.

He has made this world for manv,

but the world to come for few. Al-

though His foreknowledge is great, He
has granted men free will and under-

standing of their doings; so that they

should know what to do to avoid pun-

ishment. Whv did not thev who have

the same body and the same passions,

imitiite the righteous, and why did

they not only not follow their way,

but even despise them and detest their

way of life ? Therefore the Most High

has preserved few unto the life to come.

I will also tell thee a parable, and

give me thou an answer. If thou

nskest the earth to give thee a land

that produces precious objects of great

value, and she should give thee

a land that brings forth divers kinds

of objects, but few precious ones, and
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^niphtmh • ^'",13 I^M" 'ffif'^l^ um^mt. J^mJm^

mkftiTmh^it mp^km%g^ J^p^^^P ZA^A^A '^^f •Yl!-

mt^m^mhtrm^ mptffiglbu pmpkm^ f/'^"^* ^

mp^m^li bJ^ mtinptTuifilitttU %npm
^

8 • fA '*'"'' l^iriifa»lBiar^iiA^iir)lr4 %*^^1 * J^'J"^ ^ i/"*

it '"'tf^ ^h%tim%ngpfiA L ^tpmlfttip , 1lr«i|lErtY4«'

^ m%mhunt,phmJp ^^ffA "ftA ''^p'^'^y^ fA^*^
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double their number of worthless ones

;

wouldst thou not sit down and choose

thee the precious, and throw away

the worthless?

0. Then I understood that the simile

was right, and said that it was so.

4. And 1 began to speak to mine own self:

() my soul, enjoy as thou pleasest,

and incline thy mind to listen

5. and go where thou pleasest not, for

are not 1he good things given to thee

and prepared, that tliou shouldst enjoy

them only for a short time in this life ?

6. And again I purposed in my mind to

speak before the Most High — saying,

How should He give us seed that may
bear fruit to us; or how can any in-

fected place produce good works and

be saved, even if it should not pro-

duce them ^ —
7. We are the workmanship of His hands,

wherefore we deserve His mercy

;

8. for He gives us life in this world. It

is evident that He always creates man
in the womb, and gives him life and

food. Likewise by supplying divers

kinds of seeds, and of wine and oil,

1. AU this passage is unintelligible in the armen. text.
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9* It f^miimtpkmJfi «y«r<4 ftr«r. It jttpJmtT ^m^

mt»tffm%l It mmj ft ihrntHmitm^fi ftt^ttuT fmtfmtflt ^

10. fttp %m <r«^-v^-5 ^^-"z. h nh^L ft-^

11. JfiitlhL g^mtTtm^tmli Jf . It jhm mjftttpf^ tfrnp^i

%t/m ftt^tttf fttTtrnttrntttphmi/ft , L ^hpm^phi fk^

ptttlg itiitttittj fttpaj.

1 2 • It fttptttttti t^ttt P^i""lB ^pt'^'^k^tt • ^ "" ttm^

^«r& ttttt^tttt. ttt&hgt9t,gtm%hf^ p %Jm t^jpttmtttmnt.^

PpA L ^^ftttit9t.lJfit.% tuJifitmtfh ^mpttttg It ptm^

gthtttg^ It np ^li% %ttj%tt^la.

13* It J^*^ "MT tttJi/hutj%p JhitMLgttt%t ifUm • tmjlt^

mfltt atlbp pi^ttt%tttfipt% ft tfhptmj ^ttpittff ^^-CS •

14. fffll uttt^ut pi littpitLugt tfltm Jtttjitltttift nhttaim^

lOritf^tf ttmkriShtm^ It S%tttt£ m^tttttttttpirtttt^ L

gtttt.og L ifttttttttttt^og^ tthtttghm^f L ^pmtmkmtf^

15. &» tifiitit^hn iitttjti ptttpUp^ ptttgP ffV'*^ ^'^

It tt^mtttj ttttittt^t£ ^pmpXptmfi* It mttlfi , Sip

QitMfitciv^
, ftpphL jUttttttitm^ ft"^'^ fT^''5 "*
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of fire and water, in nine months of

time He creates the child in the

mother's womb, and skilfully main-

tains him,

9. and carefnlly preserves him ; and when
the child is grown and in his time

10. according as He commands, he is

brought forth, he has to suck milk

11. for a certain time, and after it to

make use of his own intelligence, and

to feed his own self with the fruits of

his OAvn pfrowing.

12. And He warns him with his own
example, and by degrees causes to grow

in him wisdom and knowledge of all

that is evil or good, and of what is

not so.

13. And after all this He c.iuses him to

(lie, for He has such a right over His

own workmanship.

14. If therefore He shall destroy him that

He has created and brought forth after

so much time, with labour and pain

and suffering, and had him nourished

and warned with easy rules, what

profit is there in it ?

15. And while I was meditating this, I

opened my mouth and began to pray

to Ihe Most High, saying : Lord God, jjs
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16. ^ •TfA* f**f*U^/A» ^^f*^ «/»•»/ km MfMr^T, 4

yut%tt Jhf •

18. 5/ Z**«V ^^ 1<^'f»^'^mjmtfiliA «/W, fif/» iv«

jmmgmj% i/Ahimy /lyl.

19. i/i««1to mtfrnpfi^ utpmp^^ mJh%mj%^ kp^mj%m^

J/um pmfXptm£ frnkp ^fj^f' fnf^iiPf Ir mtLk^%t^gt

iiaj)ji-f iror^oLPtt^ barus
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God have mercy upon Thy work-

manship and Thy creatures, and be of

help to Thine own possession, and yet

more to Thy people, for whom I mourn,

and to Thine inheritance, for whose

sake I am grieved
;

16. and to the children of Israel for whom
I lament, and to the seed of Abraham
for whom I am troubled; Thou lookest

upon lis, and numberest us and our

transgressions.

18. Kor I have heard the y:reat cruelty

that shall be done in the future.

19. Therefore Thou Creator of all things,

longsuifering and most liigh, hear

my voice, and give ear to my sayings,

while I am in prayer before Thee.

PRAYER OF THE PROPHET ESDRAS

20. Thou that abidest for ever, \\'hose eyes

clearly behold and examine every thing,

and Wliose chambers are in the air.

21. Whose throne is ineffable, and Whose
glory is unspeakable ; around Whom
the multitude of the hosts of angels

stand to serve Thee with trembling.
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f(kgma.gm%l i^uAjmAifat^ L pm%% mi^miAmfbmtf^

mmmmnk ^irp^fip. ^mJi/kmj% ^np ^mJlt ju^^

^pntm^mg atfmimo%l^ /("^'^f «»^*» F'^^^9 A*^5 •

25. '/A^^Y^" ^h%iim%Pii kit /uomhgmjff.

impfih , MT/^ ntittpJhmaf A/rf^^ pmpkftmp L

ifi«|r«/i»l!»A^ , iv^ ifiti d^mjli hat mmm%g Jtqmtf,

mjm ^'UtipbtT (i gOt tip' ^mjpp jm%gm%m «/«^

iim/pighm^ gn, mjf npg mtfijfti^ AmmmjlfgP%

gtq ^^^iimpmmpliutJp .

2 7 • fttiimjhm , tifi ^utrnttLifuAhp gaum ^np^m fiapkm%g

m%opli%my, mji {mi/u m/iimg^^ npg hp^^LiiPL

ufui/;hiff,% iintfum gm' fu^mjhm .
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22. and Whose command and word changes

the spirits into fire.

23. AVhose Word, sure and mighty, fashions

every thing according to its order;

Whose look dries up the depths and

Whose threatening word causes the

earth to cleave asunder ; Who createst

whatsoever Thou pleasest out of no-

thing, and through Thy power trans-

formest that which exists ; Whose truth

bears witness.

1J4. Hear the voice of Thy servant, and

give ear to the petition of Thy min-

ister, listen to my words,

25. for so long as I live I will speak.

26. Look not upon the sins of them that

are Avilling to keep Thy command-

ments, but are overcome by the inspi-

rations of the evil one ; but have

mercy as a Benefactor and a Saviour,

and as a Guardian spare and restore

them, for Thou only art without sin.

Truly I beseech Thee, look not upon

the transgressions of Thy people, but

on them that have served Thee rightly

in truth.

27. Be merciful, do not reward them ac-

cording to their ungodly doings, but

be merciful to them that kept 'fhy

covenants with fear. Digitized byCjOOglc
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28- 4 Jll ^^kp ^Jir-rc ^«^ -jWAf W f*--

ft ^mmmfu f^m* np ft ijtmMm f^m jtttmmghmj^ Ifb t

tfmmh Jkp Jhifmi.npmy hff^utjitmJftm ^n^htfmp ^

f«A ^Pmmgfia ttq^npJkf^. jamfUthmtT ff^v^^w^r

pbmJp^ li^ kit ^tmpom tttinpt/hiphmh , f^ ^t-^

phimhtf tfttpitty at^tjth ti^^mpXu ^mattrntyt/mhUt t

34. SU''^t iJg Mg 'ra.„h, tA ^-r*—yA- •'*f

35. ^/'^ "it I P 't^r'v hM ^^^-'z' T *2 -^^t****

36. QuiintT Sut%ligft gn ifPntpittlUti ,
jnpnhmiT ^
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28. And regard not the doings of them

that have walked wickedly before Thee,

but remember them that have willingly

known Thy fear.

29* Let it not be Thy will to destroy them

that lived like beasts, but look with

clemency upon Thy servants who trust

in Thy glory.

31. For we, and they that lived before us,

have willingly committed sins that

deserve death ; but Thou, Lord, that

lovest man, because of us sinners art

called longsuffering

;

32. and nlthough we were bound to do

good works, we did nothing according

to Thy will, but we walked after the

uncleanness of the flesh. But do Thou
have pity and be moved to compas-

sion : then shalt Thou be called mer-

ciful
;

33. for they that have done good works

through Thy holy will, need not mercy,

for they are rewarded for their own

deeds.

34. What are we men that Thou shouldst

truly grow angry against us?

35. there is no man born on earth that

has not sinned.

36. In this Thy clemency shall be declared,
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^mtAmtmg^ tfmpXyfAt mn ftm tihf^mt,apo jmJk^

38. til ^mpUgmtig pmm mnml/t% ^^1*^9 ^»5«w ^^^

3J), npa^lu ntpmfu /fffttP jmp^mpu ptTt

41. yM'Tmhtgii f^» J^mJ^m iTim^^ . apmgla W^^rfr

tlmpl mh^l* np^mifi L ^mtf^ L jothmpl. U

pmm tfamtfutltmlfp ptpmf^m%%fn.p fuhmiT muAft
^

npu^lu itfutpm I. pttaitm Ip'^^ff^ ^ %ntfm%l

ni.Jk^ m^mpamhm^ L t/tpXiihm^ jmrnfm^amhrni.^

PftCh ^ npm^ p fluf ^ini^mpmpXaLppt^ mtAfl

»

U hpl ^nifmpmpXnt.phmtiftl» juttfPi , atpm^ttt^

phmJp ngpm/u l/f^p • l^ "P m^mpmiimfii ^"^

Jlp* t^opmtfmt, utufm pt n^ plb^ otfmpyff ft

qlu^ tfun/mhm^^^ ^n^mpuipXt9i.ppi.% ft p^^ff
k^

lM Lb '^p'^'TatfikmiPp . afjauilu kl^gfi^ ^

4hpmj tplipt, hp^mfrmJ^m ifA^ff^ ^ ^kpmj

%agm prnplptrnfi . f^ pi fll'^^gt^ p^q mfr

q^ap tatUopffliliymVh , i^npSkifffU qprnpftat • mttfm
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when moved to pity Thou shalt forgive

us, and shalt pardon our iniquities

;

for we have not the resource of good

works.

37. The Lord answered and said unto me :

If the sinners repent and turn unto

Me with all their heart,

38. I will not consider and render to them

according to their previous sins ; but

I will judge them according as I

shall find them after tliey have given

up their souls. And so I shall rejoice

over them that come back to good

works.

39. as I rejoice over My righteous ones.

41. (*onsider me to be like a single-minded

husbandman ; as a husbandman sows

and plants as nmch as he wishes

and as pleases him, and according to

the season he takes care of each

thing, as it needs ; and in case among

what is sown or planted something

should grow weak and be near to die,

he takes care of it with proper

means ; and if he succeeds in his

watchful care he is filled with great

joy for having strengthened what was

weak ; and as in case he should not

see any profit, he becomes grieved
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^mtT %tfthghp flhX /u9tth£ mnmfj^ mm ^ m§qm^

^htT jpkj mtmmt li%X ^mtmmtjft |fw<V*«

4:K mhpJmh^g iPimt^ltlb^ hfll n^ mmgk% ^mifim^

t^m/luXfiti.il ^mpmtitmtj
,

44* ^nj%ufiu L '/^/vf npattT tint, ti^ mtimpJhmgftm^

til i'^pi '"HP^i-

45 • t/immit mtjuitpltli /uhmtjhmt Sif /' ^^l^^f^J g^t

k mqmpJhttig Jtmmtm%ifmLphtm% g^fLtP^ f^mg mtmam^

gmLmt^mg k fV^*5 ^^'"•5 IfS m^mpJimt^fimt

46 . fr«w mftmamtmrnfuamh^ k tmul gftm ,

oO • f^^mLtmmmt.pktmt!jt p^mLtmmtmmgjtU tfrnp^fi^* mp

pitrnt^hmt/it k% jmjmtT mtifumtp/;^. ^it^ivirM^^ fft

ptm^attT tmtipmtp2tmmtpktmtip ^imgftit . k tftmmlb

^im%tfbpihtm£ tftmtfimhamlfp^ tt^ ^tmamt. ft %i»mtm

mttihg ^litmat.ppA
,

5 1 • tuj£ ifnL ^tmm% gn tmS i^tfitttmL , k tfamm% »/imt^

mmitfr np ghii tUmt/ ^n^mi

.

52. it pmg 4f«/ ir^t ^itTrntp^tm t^prnt^tm^ ^ k mtp%^

^ktm£ Stmnit -^^tfimplttm tfptmfmmtp'h . k tt^tmtmptmm^

mfkmti k% ^kmtitgit' ^mt^tfhpikmti tl,mttf,^mLpkmt%% .

Zlffkuti I gtmtimtffit, JopP^kmti I fmt%tfltmmtit^.
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and {rives up his care ; the same shall

take place on earth. The Most High

shall be longsnfferitig unto sinnei-s, so

that they may repent for having sin-

ned, and that they may do well, else

they shall be punished,

42. I answered and said : Whereas Thou

hast allowed me to speak before Thee,

I beseech Thee, tell me, Thy servant,

43. should the husbandman's seed not

receive rain in due measure it withers;

44. likewise man, shouldest Thou not be

merciful to him, he cannot live.

45. Wherefore, Lord, spare Thy people,

and have mercy upon Thine inherit-

ance ; have mercy upon Thy creatures

and the work of Thy hands.

46. He answered and said uuto me:
^^)0. Many grievous miseries shall befall the

men that dwell in this world : be-

cause they Avalked in great ungod-

liness, and no one took care to know
of the tiuie to come.

51. But consider thou for thyself, and

mind thee of the glory that waits thee,

52. for unto thee the true paradise is

opened, and the tree of the true para-

dise is planted, and the life of

delight to come is prepared : the city ,
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53' 4ftmA^mtftl,A%, l^m^mUmi I f,
1(1^1 J-m^

,

55 • iri' ^^* mtim^hp tfrnath ^t$patmhm% <Avi|«^^^

5!) • %p "pt^k" Xh^ ujfmmpmmmhm£ C "p^fl" 4^^'"'*

^miat^hpXhma klh U mmltfrnUf^ i

piP^ L ttnpibmyfi ft Jm^ni,tmUfh jm^mb%fig

.

01 • iltmult mjunpp^ qmmmumm% fttT ^mummmmA 4*

IM^I Sip* /uouhmif gAif p^^nLmmm^mit tl^nrgn^

tjjapighmVu • ^fi £na.ftgifb p /f
4^* ^ ^mtmutmu^

gh'it • tfp^liffttii U ifiupXglfh^ U J[l ^npfiyiiit .

"Ml ""vr^-'^A^- it ^Hi "Ml "B H'^^'^sh

pbpLti li^ ^iui.utmmmgb'it jmjmtT fi tfrnpf^mitl •

Ifm ufutmutu/uamhlt Sip ^ wui • (f» jmJli%mji»

thattP Sutnmjfiff t"^S "P i'^^''J ^^ ff^^* bplr^

thgnLgfi igutliX'u loTt L ffoutrymj pit^ mpdmitftm
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is builded, rest is ready, goodness is

adorned,

53. illness is sealed up from you, death

is vanquisht among you, hell is con-

founded, corruption is driven away

from you,

54. all trouble is withdrawn, and the

treasures of immortality ftre shewed

to vou.

65. Therefore pray no more for the people

that perish,

59. for as the things aforesaid are pre-

pared for you, likewise for them are

prepared thirst and pain.

60. I did create men that they should

keep My commandments, and avoid

everlasting death ; but they alway,

nay, continually offended Me.

61. Wherefore My judgment is unchange-

able. — Then I spake to the Lord and

said : I beseech Thee, Lord, speak to the

wretched people, that they should hear

Thee and that they should believe,

that they should fear and repent and

not perish, but be saved. For should

any other of men speak, peradven-

ture they would not believe. — The

Lord answered and said : I alway

shewed Mvself to My servants wha^^^i^
•'
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^MflAtJIrtf , £i '&m'l»m^k§r tf^Jimptfr , up jmmm^

mmh ^h£m%hfi %mpm J^P'^'l'^^l^i* ^« fl""^"^*

tpl ^ombgmjg i^n %mmm jmti^fiJm%^ ^^g»^

m^ Cbm^mittihattffih ^ mji mmmthi btm pat^

mmJpmlfbmiffht mmma/fim^hgntft fr«v«A ijmmmm^

pmpXphmi^ i^l(p -i «»««£ Jhf '^J^nhb

••••-•ir «-*rA^ if^mmip/iAii'^ p%if mju ^'^'f^'Qi

qnp ifutii mmhu • C^ftf fi^^ p%utL umhqSkp

ilJmpiflt, n^ ^mj% mAligpifg k %ntlmt Mfm%^

b" '^p'^pb v'^'^p'fr %t '^b i^ph^^ "JL it

ihmmmAtihitgi^ h ^m%ifnj% ^phimm^mg ffiTmg

tmut, iiJm ^anmummt.piit%
^ ih'^^L ^Pt iF^l ^

pmpfih, ^mJ^ ^fhii 4 I'^p^* 4 ^-•••*^5A

fir«if| L hrntta. iiJm ^^2l"m'hnLpfiL% mnub^ i^np

L ^ugjpyfi. U ^mtim%q mpmp^ %aim qmM^

%mi% mp f ^kpgaj bplfr^if , qp tzl^^^sk ^«5«».

kmna. op^tt U tqaumnifipmUm ap mum aimp^

Pmutfbh Ifhrnf^^ L ^mtT npuf^u' qm%Jm^ P'^^

ppulu ummmtfffli • fm^ 'Um qutfUaqfimp ft^mhai.^

PpA jftiti*% mn» qnp pmpgmg umkqSkmi Ip*

jitnP la%i umbqSp^ mj^ qmJifhmJh qap mpmpb^
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pleased Me, and spake to them that

are worthy. But to others I revealed

Myself through men. I am the Lord

that tries the hearts and the reins,

and knows man ere he comes forth

from the womh. I know that if I speak

to them face to face, they will not obey,

but will become so much the more

reluctant. — I answered the Lord

;uid said : I beseech Thee, Most High

;

wherefore was not given to us such

a heart that we should know only

that which is good, and that we should

do only that, and should only long

for it, and that it should be agreeable

tx) us only to know it ; but on the

contrary when we got the knowledge

of evil, we desired that which Thou

hatest? Why didst Thou create man
that he should have that knowledge

and should sin with it? — The

Lord answered me and said: I have

created man that he should not perish,

but that he should live this life with

honour and should inherit the other

one. And like as to my angels, I

gave to him wisdom, that he should

know what is good and what is evil.

And I honoured him and gave him, ^
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tA •f-'^5<» ••// tA t^f^Af f«HA5<» ^ A

^ fvt A^i f-f^^ ^t^-z* A i-f i^»A'^5A^»

Jmhhmg fmpmgi^i% W^mi^^. y»*^ "t/WA^

tumfhmpt^himi^ qftmmmgh% f^u • ^<« ik «!§ •^'W
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the faculty to do what he pleased.

And I submitted to his obedience all

that are under heaven, that he should

•command them. I gave him a Law
nnd commandments, that he should

l>e able to live here, and that he

might obtain the good things that are

immortal. Nevertheless he, who had

received from Me such a faculty which

I had created for good, did not make a

;Lrood use of it, but he sinned. Not

that I had created any thing bad,

tor all I have made was very good
;

4ind every thing that was done, was

<lone for its own purpose, like the

iron, which was made not for the

purpose of killing, but for tilling the

ground, and for to be used by man
for his wants. Nevertheless men did

remain in the condition for which

they were created, but they undertook

such things as were not good. In

like manner they changed into evil

what was made for good. Therefore

in this case the cause is not He that

has created things good, but they

who have not uuvde a good use of

them, and who have offended their

<>reator, wherefore punishment waits ,
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63. &««^ ifmmmmliim%f> L mmhiT. h^lpkiT f> gtk

Sir* 'I f-<^- ^•A'-. "i -^V -^/^ -'^^^

1. (r« M^mmmmfi,m%l, L mmt 5^- Sip* V'+h'i

jnp^miT mhughm kfit Jbpl /tgl mJk%mj% mm

A ••^-r^z-

qmi limmmpmSffk.

•^* fr7A5A A «/V^^'*/ «^««/^^«^A^* fmmm4ii^fm%

^mqm^rqmy^ impMmA^ mbqhmg ^lrpm%mmmj^

%k%qm^^A mmmf%mpqmg^ mmmmAmOt •|y«5.
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for them. For every one in order to

know Me must take for his guide

the things that have heen made hy

Me ; and even they that have not

enjoyed them have known Me. There-

fore leave off and care not ahout them.

63. I answered and said : I beseech Thee,

Lord, who keepest not anger ; I cannot

help asking Thee. Therefore hear Thy
servant; wherefore hast Thou shewed

me the multitude of the wonders, and

hast not told me when and at what

time the end shall take place V

CHAPTER IX.

1. And the Lord answered and said unto

me : Measure then and note the signs

that are coming ; and when thou seest

that they are all nearly fulfilled,

2. then shalt thou understand that the End
Cometh. First must the signs foretold

be fulfilled, and then shall the End
come.

3. When the time shall draw near, then

shall take place disquietude of the

peoples, earthquakes in the lands of
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ihpm%mmmg^ ^lrf*c^/^&)r g»^img^, ^mfgutgrnOt

mmmihimtP/iAg Jmimpmt.plrm%g jmjmmg ay^^*^.

Skmgft% It timpJmmylfb^ n/t mjiftT mhmm%l/k

^£m1bm&fmgt^u fuT^ tfmmit mj^mgifili ^mj L SLmj

^ ml Sm%lrm% fbpmfitmltm opft%mg% A«'"5f

14* ff""*^ &fmmmmfitm%^ L mmbiT

,

15. 5(rf f-t"**^ *ir^fi.-r i«»«5A Ar/»4 f-»^«"^

Digitized byLjOOQIC



THE THIRD BOOK OF BSDRAS 617

the Gentiles, perfidy of leaders, waver-

ing of saints, persecution ot priests,

errors in the holy faith, and distrust

in the people ; disturbance among the

Gentiles, distress in the cities, confla-

grations in divers places ; frequent

perturbations, all kinds of divisions

in towns and in villages, diflFusion of

errors caused by the impure spirits

;

then sbalt thou understand that the

End draws near.

8. And whosoever at that time shall be

found worthy of Me, he shall be pre-

served and shall see My salvation,

and the new land, and My borders,

which I have sanctified from the be-

ginning of all eternity.

9. And then thev, who now see and

despise My ways, shall see, juid la-

ment, and be amazed ; and therefore

the judgment is prepare<l and waits

for them ; because they <lid not un-

derstand the l)enettts of My Law, and

they did not care to keep all that is

written therein.

13. Hut thou, mingle not thyself with such

as shall be burnt by the fire.

14. I answered and said :

15. Lord, many times I have said that
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lltmgm fmfmuT m^mmmtpirmJfi . 9*^ lim^mmgl

fA ^Pt vj" iph j^'vpl it'^'^'^l gh PbH'

^t ^•/^*f4« it I'p^t^^ ^ vn^* I'^P^ifi' ^

mJjimp^mmg* npn^lm tftmtfimgktr tttm^mi,mig It

^pp's* *n/**y^* ^ihh ^ •?/• k'^ss^t ^ 'v-

%^ »nhggl Jfilb^kt, ifbgb tfmmmmmaA. L ^m/m^
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there are more of them which shall

perish, than of them that shall be

saved, and even they with much
trouble. Who is able to prepare him-

self with such precautions as Thy Law
commands ? — The Lord answered and

said : I did not command anything

beyond man's power nor anything:

impossible, but I tell thee briefly ; as

thou art pleased to be honoured by

thv servant, do thou also the same to

the living God ; aud wliat thou know-
est to be evil, do it not to thy neigh-

bour. And as thou likest that others

should be thankful aud should love

thee, do thou also the same to others.

And if thou Hkest not to sutfer

ill treatment from thy brother, do not

thou also the same to him ; for this

I have commanded you. Because ac-

cording to the will is also the deed,

and according to the deed is also the

reward. The wicked and the foolish

people shall perish, and the precious

ones and the pearls shall be saved

;

for I have not so much pleasure with

the return of the multitude of the

ungodly, as much pleasure as I have

in the small number of saints; thus
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24. ^fP'^l A t"'^**^ "*r ''I f"*5^ •*"*^ •'^

i «/A A^i ^mim^hmgim, L fmjg J^mfr f,
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it shall be, and this shall remain

firm, and thus I have destined ; and

nothing of them shall pass away until

the judgment shall take place. And
this is the end of My sayings. —
And when the Lord made an end

of speaking to me, I saw the glory

of the Most High much brighter

than the sun. And while I was in

great fear and trembling before such

immense glory, the angel that had

first spoken to me, came and sti-ength-

ened me and brought me back from

mine astonishment. And he command-
ed me, saying: Fear not, and do not

tremble, because thou hast found great

grace before God
;

23. Fast seven more days,

24. and thou shalt go into a field where

there is no house, nor shelter, nor any

other thing but flowers. And thou

shalt eat nothing, but only the flowers

of the field where thou shalt be;

25. and pray to the Most High without

fainting ; then will I come to thee.

26. And I went as he commanded me into

the field, into the place which is

called Ardab, and there I sat among
the fiowers, and I ate of them ; and ,

Digitized byLjOOQIC



622 •fhO^ baOh bOOflO'l-

28. ik |i«5«<. /iA|f«tto ^«r ik •^•«; fi^omhi mmmll,

21). flV *<r a»««-*-** T --^^^-7^ <«f**5 •-

^wif^^ iY^ivAf ifimmmLmphgmjy ft Uf^. f^m^

ghmg L mhopf,%hgmg.

37. ^-5/5 o/t^ie^ le" '2 ^-li^-*^. •// a«5A^ A

ifimmm fiipkmlb^t

Digitized by CjOOQIC



THE THISD BOOK OF ESDRAS 623

the meat of the same was agreeable

and satisfied me and gave me strength.

27. And It came to pass some few days

after, while I lay upon the grass, my
heart was vexed again like as before,

28. and my mouth was opened, and I

began to speak before the Most High,

and said:

29. Lord God, Who art the Creator of

all souls ; Thou didst shew Thvself to

our fathers in the wilderness, when
they went forth out of Egypt, and

went through the desert, where there

was neither water, nor fruit ; and

Thou didst say to them :

30. Hearken unto Me, ye children of Israel,

and give ear to My words, ye seed

of Jacob
;

31. behold, I sow my Law; if it shall bring

forth fruit, I shall be glorified in you.

But our fathers did not keep Thy Law,

wherefore they perished.

36: In like manner we also that have re-

ceived Thy Law, have transgressed and

become wicked
;

37. but Thy Law did not perish, but it re-

mained in its own glory.

38. And while I was saying this within

myself. I lifted up mine eyes and, Jo,
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•'^A'Af ^f/A'-Y hp'i'

mktfi,n^ ^fi% f^pl kpktAgmt^ t^mpikkmg^ mm

%m^ m^i^ g%m,

40. pi p^iPr /*•"» ^if^'f "*A* nm^imuilm* ffm

ugmmmm^mA^ L mml y^m.

/A5 j-zA'-'r^/* «A J'?/*' t*"«^*^5^*^/ ^'^ j^fA

43. a<'%</ I'll i» m^mfi,lA gn, L ^l ifi>m/ fk.

44* ^ b" ^utbrntum^ op L ihrniT jbpbmmA jmSk

45 • ^ tqbL jirtn bpbunA unifi , U ^ntmt. JHt»mna.mS

unfmfuhni fintJ* b ia»jbgatL fi mmmmu^m%u fuTf

h bin Jbq apiil,. L a^mfn b^mg ^ %m' ^f^^^^T^
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I saw Oil the right side there was a

woman, and i^he mourned and cut

herself, and wept with a loud voice,

and her clothes were rent, and she

had ashes upon her head.

39. Then leaving my thoughts with which

my mind Mas occupied, I began to con-

sider and wonder, how in such a

place a woman could appear, and

turning to her, I said:

40. \\'herefore weepest thou V and why art

thou mourning so bitterly? — She

answered and said unto me:

41. Let me, my lord, bewail myself, and

continue my mourning. For I am sore

vexed in my soul and am full of

grief.

42. And I said to her : What has happened

to thee ? Tell me. — And she said :

43. I, thy handmaid, was barren and had

no child, though thirty years I lived

with my husband
;

44. and during these thirty years, every

day and every hour, alway did I

make my prayer to the Most High^

day and night.

45. And it came to pass after thirty years,

God heard the voice of thy handmaid,

and looked upon my affliction, aiid> t
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46. ^ •^"*5-»ir f^-» m2fimmmLpkmJfi ^m^Jmf

/mmtphmlb.

•1-U»*i- *•

mJklbmJh g'^l'^it'^il'Sg^' l"f* ^-"i^ ^"f«» •^A'A*
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gave us a son ; and we rejoiced in

him, I and my husband, and all my
fellow-citizens, and we glorified God,

46. and we nourished him with great

travail.

47. And it came to pass, when he came
to years and increased in stature, we
came to take him a wife and made a

feast day.

CHAPTER X.

1. And it came to pass, that when the

son entered into his wedding cham-

ber, he fell down and died.

2. Then we put out the lights, and in-

stead of great rejoicing we fell into

bitter grief. And all my fellow-citizens

rose up to comfort me for him ; and

after comforting me a great deal, I

remained quiet until the second day

at night.

3. And it came to pass when they all

had ceased comforting me, I also re-

mained silent. Then I rose up by

night and fled, and came hither, as

thou seest me, in this field, ^ .
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5. jr* P^ftrf^l yfuthm fiiT jnpnuT Iffb ^ bmmt.

u^mmmm/^mlbfi gmmJmJfL^ Ifbmf^ It mmbtT,

7 . np h^mu
l> ilhpmj fj/fn^ft , ap 4 Jmjp Jkp m^

mnuT I k mmnmufhmf^ J^J'^ • ^ "'Pt ''i mtfmm

pm^t/htpfit% juiugm^ut%ni.piiA tgutpXmlb i

II. S/vf tt^uP utpJutit I u^ui£ • np utjUymtft P^V^
tfifLp/n^t ifnpnju^ tpi p,t^ iftumit '^I'lfr "IP^L*
hpi mumnyhu*
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4. with the purpose ot' going no more

back into the city, but here to stay;

and neither to eat, nor to drink, but

to mourn continually and fast until

I die.

5. Tlien I left my own thoughts and

answered the woman in anger and

said

:

6. What thou feelest, feelest thou more

than any woman ; but seest them not

our mourning?

7. that which has happened unto Sion,

which is the mother of us all? Jeru-

salem tills the air with sighing, and

she is grieved and in great affliction.

And now thou dost not mourn much
more,

8. seeing that we all are in sorrow and

repentance, and in mourning, but thou

sorrowest for thy one son !

9. Ask the earth and she shall tell thee,

that it is she which ought to mourn

for such a great multitude, who were

brought forth by her and have been

destroyed.

1 1. Now who should mourn ? She, that has

lost so great a multitude, or thou

who art grieved but for one? If thou

shouldst say ^ ,
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13. A«^ ViAf C"^ Smhmugmpimy Aftf«5 Y^av5»

aihpdkgmt, L ^tmy Jomfmttnp mmta %nmut* nm^

tqim L hlfr. L km gkq^ mmmyfiy^

14. PI npu^lm milummntpkmJft S%hmi 4 infri^lm

pnuPt

15* S/"/ mjunL^kmltt ^mf^ jni ^mhffli% gm , It m^

nmgfihaiptmJp ^mJphphm ilimmyit mp kqVlt

18. ^A A ^« npt^ffit jutp^yl ft tfrnJarnhmlifi ^gpauT.

L qnt fthq ^mlbmjtt ut%mLm§libuyfim t

17. %tfp^ mjuttt^hmht m%tipCl» ft g^lt^g «•« "7/»

g"* h*- ••< 5A**

18. fl'i "'P'^ph «"j/7» ^ 'i '^h t g'^^'^Hf "JL

utmm(ii Jbmtujg •

19. Iff- J"*^ll' /"^"^l ^t ^</«v ^ M'*'*5A

.

20. IPfi mnithi 5[c«/f ftpt. uifi ^mLtatbltmy tlmmli

g'^i'^gf'^ bp^^'"^'i^'^h

21. ^utjlfu mugrngfit L fi %m^ ^ft uppatpfitb Jkp

amugmifm%hui^ 4, L uhtimMt ^npSmhkmi^ 4.
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12. that my lamentiition is not like that

of the earth, for I have lost the fruit

of my womb which I brought forth

with pains ;

13. but with the earth it is according to the

ways of the earth ; her former mourn-

ing has left her and has gone as it

came. And I say to thee :

14. Like as thou hast brought forth with

troul)le. likewise the earth, ever since

the beginninir, has «rivou man to his

Creator.

15. Now therefore, sit down in thine own

place, and bear with a yood courage

the tribulations that have bofalleu thee

;

18. for thy son also shall arise again in

his time, and thou shalt be praised

among w^omen.

17. Return then to the city to thy hus-

band. — And she said unto me :

18. 1 will not do that, and 1 will not go

to the citv, but here will I die.

19. And I spake again to her and said:

20. Do not so, but aofree bv reason of

the grief of Sion, to be comforted

for the sake of the city of Jerusalem.

21. Look at her and see that our sanctu-

arv lies in destruction, and the altar

is overthro\vn.
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It mmtifm%m^% ^mm^mpmhrny Jhpnj fi ^tgtmg^

b%. U m%mL% mp ^nikghmi I fi 4^F'^J ^^f

t%^ It ^^^^'"yl'g •f^p ^ ^mmmjnt.piiA m%^km£

h% , L ^m%mjf^ tihp ptikmt^mmhgmh • L ^^opg^

Jhp fi mmpmrnLpfiLb JimmAhymlb
^

23 • A gm% ^mJh%mf% ag mLltifi $ititmpfhyutt. Hfinb ^

I'g^p^i' fm%op m%uflimm1b^ L intSmt fi iftmnmy

Jbpny t

24. fl-J/5 ^tt popmi,bai
f, gf^ ^p^^^Jm^pi^A

mpmJm^hmhq, L ft pmy ^ll^^ A §^^ f7«»*

25 . fri kqkt [fpphL fuomi^ plbtf Ibi/m , ^ttLmpPm^

'bmjffu irphmg Ibnpm jnjd, L mbm^i %npm /^^

'blp ^ppkt q^mjimlfu^ U ^kpugmpmlbg [ttp mju^

uff'^l' ut^m^liii utn JkpXmtnpu fi^p* li "tf"

"ly Pi «Ai hi "J"

20 . b^ ^m jm%^mpSmlflt Jk^mt pmppmnuif t^im^

Digitized byLjOOQIC



THE THIRD BOOK OF ESDRAS 633

22. the chanting of hymns has ceased,

our splendour is lost, and the light

of our lamp is put out ; the ark of

our covenant is carried away into cap-

tivity, and our holy things are defiled,

and we are estranged from the name
by which we were called. Our freemen

are treated with ignominy, and our

Priests shed tears, and our Levites are

reduced to slavery. Our women are

violated ; our warriors are discomfited,

23. and more than all it was Siou who
was contemned like a vile vessel, and

lost her glory, and we were delivered

up into the hands of our enemies.

24. Thou therefore, shake off thy great

grief, and put away from thee the

multitude of thy sorrows, that the

Mighty may again reconcile Himself

unto thee, and give thee rest from

thy sorrows and travails.

25. And it came to pass, while I was

talking with her, her face began to

shine exceedingly, and her counte-

nance became like lightning, and her

aspect became so terrific to those

about her that my heart was sore

afraid, and mused what this might be.

26. And she suddenly with a great vpice
Digitized byVjOOQIC
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27 . ^ or^-r r'l hut tphilp frl ^/fii% , utji g^m»img

^fthkm^ ft ^utpatMut ^fnfmhff » ^mp^agpl^* L m^

qamtf^mffi^ t/bSutptuppmtm L atul/t

,

28. /?*</» pffl O'^rHl iphimmlfb np jmmm9%nur

mt,tn.p*U blfii tun fiu^ q[t %itt tttptttp ^%X qtm^

Jtttjtt tnbtifi t^utptimlittt^bttty ^ It bqlfb fAti f^p^^

tfpnttmAp fitT^ L qi/ttt/itdtmlit ft p^tattimittt I^J^*

29 • h*- f^J" '^/''^llbtt /uottl/t^ blfli ^pbittttttlflt^ b

btmbtt i^/iu
,

30. It ttt^ttt tttitlfbtm^ 'fi'tf' t'Pph^ i^Jbttbttt^^ b /t^

ttmtKtmuLpfn% fttP btji^tmiblp, L iftu£tttL 1'^f^lf

Xbntttibi jttttil^ b 1''^P'''S'M3 it" ^' ^mtttmttt^

tnbtttg iiliu ji tfbptttj nttt/iy ^tHt^ , b ttul g^tt ^

31 • ^P bijbt gbq^ P^ftp {""'"i^ff'^P 9 h /fttttP p^q^

Cp bqStttL ^timtttntttp^tb ftit , U tifititp^ upm^ f^tt t

32. If- ittutttg^
f pi p^'ql p Ptiqbp qftu f qft bu tm^

P^Pb P."'" P"'^f' ^"**^t ^ ^/A A uibq^tt Jtttjtt^

b tatfttt tttbtt^ itpitLtP ti^ /ftttpbtP ^utttnL tfihb/t

Jfc tttut fffitt.
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cried out fearfully, and screamed so as

to make the earth shake with her voice.

And I looked,

27. and, behold, the woman appeared unto

me no more ; but behold there was a

city builded with large foundations.

Then I was afraid and cried out with

a loud voice, saying

:

28. Where is Uriel, the angel who came

to me the first day ? For he caused

me to come to this place of wonders^

and my prayer at the f^nd was turned

into gi'eat scorn.

29. And as I was speakiny: thus, the angel

came and looked upon me,

30. and, lo, I lay like one dead, and was

deprived of my understanding. And
he took me by the right hand and

gave me strength, and set me upon

my feet, and said unto me :

31. What has happened to thee ? Why art

thou so troubled, and why are thine

understanding and the thoughts of

thine heart disconcerted ?

32. And I said : Why hast thou forsaken

me ? For I did according? to thv

words and came to this place ; and,

behold, I have seen that w^hich I am
not able to understand. — And^he t

. , , Digitized byVjOOQIS
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tmutmmfi .

34. hombmy Sip% F'^J9 •^A'^A '(A' P^l^tp ^^m ^

36. gtufJS '^h'^.fi' *^l"^ii t"^ Jnimpbmi ^^ » ^ i»^ttr

37 • 'Vf7 Im^qphiT ^ gCii ufimmMm Smnmj/t gnuT^

38. t««f» A^^' A "^""^Sh g^f' ^""•^ "P*?/ V^C^-

39. f^ ^«rA*» ^ntqiimtp^A gn , hfll m%lm%lpmjP

mpmJhm£ ku ifmuh dmtimtfptfhm%% » k J^J^

40. «5/ir AfTje A^«

41. I^/'I'^ •»/» hptUrymt gb^ <f,mgp J^ jmnmlmqnj%
^

np "ifntl Ip, L m^ttmp Jfm/ipmpk£ firav«

42 * '"PI utfunt^hmht «r « ttu fi ^tpugmpm%
^'^''f^

45 . ^ fA '^'*"'"flp g^l 4""'^ mprnJutphmit npt^tnj

hPV* "?/*• ^A^ "1/^ ffA*^ ^* fP mbmm%iltp^
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33. Stand up like a man and I will speak

to thee. — And I said :

34. Speak, my Lord, but ouly forsake me
not, lest I die in vain.

35. I have seen that which I had never

seen, and heard that which I knew not.

36. But my mind is deceived, and my
spirit is destroyed

;

37. now I beseech Thee, speak to Thy ser-

vant concerning these wonders. — He
answered me and said :

38. Hear me, and I will infonn thee con-

cerning that of which thou art afraid.

The Most High has revealed to thee

many secret things,

39. because He has seen thine uprightness,

and how thou grievest continually for

the people, nnd makest great mourning

over Sion.

40. This is the meaning of the things

:

41. The woman that appeared to thee a

little before, and who was mourning,

and whom thou didst begin to comfort,

42. and now seest her no more in the

likeness of a woman, but instead of

her there has appeared to thee a build-

ed city :

45. and whereas she told thee of her grief

for her son. this woman wliom thw ,
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-«.5fc 5^, -*.£ 4^1 k, -* 4|.A~.^.

46. & >• -,wrf* ;AV*-r, 9-7.^.1. vfi'^ 4

48. * j-p^mJ- ..., j|5*^. A/74 -«A* K Aiv*»

49. S'^'^p »A -f-i/r A i?^r«7 ''rf**^ ^h"/ ^

^ntphmh Ibapm •

51 • tluiuU mjunppli mmmgfi ^^^* if* Xmmytu [i
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sawe.st, is Sion, whom thou now seest

as a city buihled. And whereas she

said to thee that she liad been thirty

years barren ; becanse there were a

great many years since she was in

this world ; and when she was built,

then an offering* was offered in her.

46. And thereafter Solomon bnilded the

city and the temple, and offered in it

offerings. And when, being barren, she

brought forth

47. with travail, that means the building

of Jerusalem
;

48. and whereas she told thee that her

son coming into his wedding-chamber

died, which caused her great sorrow;

this meant the destruction of Jerusa-

lem.

4y. And thou sawest her mourning for

her son, and didst begin to comfort

her for the sorrows that had befallen

her,

50. the Most High, having seen that thou

sutferedst from thy Avhole heart for

her, has shewed thee the brightness

of her ^irlorv, and the comeliness of

her beauty. '

51. Therefore I bade thee remain in the

field where the house Avas going to

be built; Digitized byGoogle
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52. fA«<A Pl fmpiptmfi l,mJ^ S'^S^^^l **T

53. L ilmm% mj%>ip^li mmmy^ ^Af fw/ ^ -"^tA'

54. a^p nl k'^fk' 7*r* ifAmtm^ng Jmpnlim% , ^

pmpXphimji

55. /t-r/5 qmi Jfi Irplfrl^p, ii Jfi ^mp^mtphmy/i

mppm ^«f, ufji Jhtm It mirm f^ufmj^mnMLp^A

ftmtiuip^lflt ^ L ifrntP iiJkSmLpiig% iffUnt^mSajb ^

npim»l» lulfb p^n pmtm^mlb I mhmmhki*

56 . fri ,/^« «l/»"rM f'^h^" "0^+ piMtmlim% fiyi

57. tA n*"^
bpm%lii}i biihp gm% iipmfnLirm. L ^m^

£aj bqbp pmplpkiu/b npuilu um^mggt

58. IP*«» 7"* "*••» ^^miintkmh ql'l^pi' mmmf^ ^

r-'fJ ^"'^^^ /5^5[' "p zA^V^^ A5< A i^^r-i/

bo. fr*^ •/"'A A ""'*^' 5jV("'*" ih^P"^ "P'^i'' ^

^puttTmjhmff ftiiX ^pbitnmlilt gkmnb t
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52. for I knew that the Most High would

shew all this unto thee,

53. and therefore I commanded thee to

come into this place, where there was

no foundation of any building.

54. For in the place wherein the city of

the Most High was to be shewed to

thee, the work of no man's building

could stand.

55. But thou, fear not, nor let thy heart

be aflFrightcd, but go thy Wfiy into

the city and see its splendour, and

the greatness of the building, as much
as thine eye is able to see.

56. And then shalt thou hear as much as

thine ears may be able to hear;

57. for thou art blessed above many, and

art in the number of the few who
have pleased the Most High.

58. The day after to-morrow at night

,

wait at this place,

59. and I will explain to thee all that vision

which the Most High shall shew thee

in a dream, that which will come to

them that dwell upon earth, in the last

days.

60. So went I home f(»r two nights, even

as the angel of the Lord commanded

me. ^ ,
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Hntth ii.a-

3 • I^L utkau/uifi fi pta,myii %mpm mj£ pbt ftat.^

utmi^ L mj% ifi^ip '("'itPl'i P^*" ^ JmltULltm

.

{pMV|>r L %m fi inmplrm% qmqmptmi Ip p^q
Ibauui •

5 • ^ uf^itf ^utJputnbmjp qpttu /tgp utppb^ ^P^c/'

L ftbtmlfyuta liiapm i

• {fi urbumltlp apaqlu ^imqmitqlp %Jm utatilhmjh

Ijliii ap
f,

^hpgmj bplfhliy, L ml mg l^nk^T
qmnitmjp %Jm jmputpminy up p %tpgmj hp^^/iy

/Google
'Ibpuij nrnfty ptpny ^ L mu^p.
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CHAPTER XL

1. And it came to pass, in the second

night, behold, there came up from

the sea an eagle, which had twelve

wings, and three heads
;

2. and she spread her wings and took

her flight over all the earth; and all

the winds of heaven blew and gather-

ed together unto her.

3. And I beheld, and out of her wings

there grew other wings, and they

became little wings and very small.

4. But the heads of the eagle were at

rest, and the head in the midst was

greater than the others, however it

rested in silence with them.

5. And behold, she stretched forth her

mngs to reign over the earth and

her inhabitants.

6. And I beheld how all things under

heaven became subject unto her, and

not one of the creatures under heaven

rose against her.

7. And I beheld how the eagle rose upon

her feet and said

:

^ I
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10. {r^ mbuli k m^m mi kfmhlp fLmppma p vkV
%mpm, mji (i Jfilmj JmpXaj %mpm n

ph^ -/A, ^ AzA'^r A ^^rr/ --^^^-> ^/•rA-

13. Jfi A/T^*- "JA ifi'^t ^mmmhlp %Jm tfm/m^mii

.

^fi mJkhhtl,% JH kphthuiffi mtqf %mpm t (ft

14. k jkm mfip^in/h ^utmm%kp tlmfm^m% ^mpm
^ fft

15. &«. it^tp pmppmm pl»^ ^Jim L mttip

.

16. If'^-P I"*- imtkmfim gn np mj^lmtft «fui§fmhm^a

imimp ftpl//ip jmmml gm% ^^ii l/ap%ltl.

17. f'l «^ jtm pa fimigp jutj%luttl» thtnirnhm^u

18. li»- JutpbtuL kppapqitf L IfmimL q^/i^^"^'^''^/"^ •

L IfiiphmL ftppht. quaam^fjMa

19* k %ui t Ift. tujiiaqlu ntiUlp ft^miiagp/ig% phi.nyit

u,Jh'ubynt%. U qiupXhrni ^a|fi»^^^

.
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8. Let not all watch at once, but let each

one sleep in his own place, and watch

after his own time

;

9, but let the heads be kept for the last.

10. And I beheld, and lo, the voice went

not out from her head, but from the

midst of her body.

11. And I numbered her additional wings,

and there were eight.

12. And I beheld on her rij^ht side there

arose one wing, and ruled over all

the earth.

13. And wlieu it had ruled, the end of it

came, so that its place appeared no

more. And the second rose up and

ruled, and its rule lasted a great time.

14. And after it had ruled, its end came

also, so that it disappeared even as

the first.

15. And a voice came unto it, saying :

16. Hear thy good news before thou shalt

disappear, thou that hast borne rule

over the earth for so long time
;

17. after thee none shall rule so long a

time as thou, neither the half of thy

time.

18. Then arose the third and had the rule,

and he also, like the first, disappeared.

19. And so all the winefs had the rulep^^^T^
_ . ,

° Digitized byVjOOQle
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20. fr> mtmf, ^mJUimJi. /9Ac«, & fmfr f,
JmAt.

fj,% pttf% Ifpi'lifii', k kpt/m.. mckimp^ pk,

23 . k -i/iiil ^»IP juA^mitSi mpiiMjIi
,
pmjg Jfumjli

24. k 4kg pkiffi, japmg pmJm'klfA kp^^^lfi, , k hp.

25. frt mk^mHi, ft i«ptt Pi^g^ /-'P^kfA k'^f^^l

k f^pki

.

26 . k mtt/m mkmuAk^ V^t''^ t "P Pt^H^" ^ 4'*^f>

%kgmt,
f ilmifilmiiutlffi ^mpkmt. t

28. fr*^ mkum'i.ili k «<• kpl,mLg% Xmjfii, ^ %mgm%l,

29. &* iilf%lfbn fmja fiiafi^ll>% , J/i /i i^ifnay m^mft
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20. And I beheld in the right side all the

wings arose at their own time that

they might rule also, and those of

them which had ruled, quickly dis-

appeared.

21. And one of them also arose, but could

not rule.

22. And thereafter 1 beheld, and the twelve

wings appeared no more, nor two of

the additional wings,

23. and there was left nothing upon the

eagle's body, but the three heads that

were hidden,

24. and six wings, from which two sepa-

rated themselves, and w^nt and re-

mained under the head that was upon

the right side, and four remained in

their place.

26. And I beheld that the four wings

thought to set up themselves and to

have the rule.

26. And then I saw that one, although it

was set up, quickly disappeared.

28. And then I saw, and lo, the two of

them that remained thought to take

advantage and rule.

29. And while they were thinking so, one

of the heads that were hidden, -that

which was the greater -
r^ T
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30. ^ mufm ftpl/mtifA ^mt.fmm% mtAmjp giitf fikp ^

mlfi fmdrimpti fittjA^ mp ^mJilth '^I'P^l*

32. 4 •> TZ-cA* m^plf, mJh%mJU hpl^p^. L i%m^

^m%fhymi.gm%lp qp%m^/ilu %mpm mifitmmm^

IJkmJp. pm^JmL^ L pAmhmjp piim^n^Srm%^

34. lP"^jl''^ M*^ w4^^^ ^ W« W'f^A^ V^fAf

^•/^«Y^* It phml/lmy %apmt

35. S^'"^'^it ^ •»^» fA **"»V fV'i'^f ^ •'If"'-'

36. tr* /"*•";/ /i-»/«f«»« «/» «»«4f 5A«. ^mjhmy m^

37. f?A«A ^ "»^"» mnfii.^ ^mpPntghmi jmhrnma^

qnllp L Jk%llp. L mumq^ml/ip fi pmppma

38. ^''a|» A^-t ^ fHoukgmjg fAt^ gkq. '^Jt'^l" «'«4

prnplphutfi . Digitized byCjOOglC
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30. took the two he^ds with him,

31. then he turned together with his body,

and ate the additional wings that

thought to have rule.

32. And the head held all the earth in

possession, and with great trouble re-

duced to obedience all that dwelt

therein, and bare rule over them with

more oppression than the oppression

of the wings.

33. And thereafter I beheld that the head

that was in the midst appeared no

more, like as did the wings.

34. But there remained the two heads,

which also reigned over the earth,

and over them that dwelt in her.

35. And I beheld, and lo, the head that

was upon the right side, devoured

and destroyed that which was upon

the left side.

36. Then I heard a voice saying unto me

:

Look before thee, and consider what

thou seest.

37. And I looked, and lo, a lion was

roused out of the wood , and cried and

roared, and exclaimed in a man's

voice ; and I heard him saying to the

eagle
;

38. Hear thou me, I w ill speak with the$

;

thus saith the Most High: Digitized byGoogle
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pmp^ ml,phi fi 4kpmj hp^p^ fiJhj^ ^ ^ HA

40. Jr* t**^^ 2*rfrf ^kbp ^ j'^fP^s^p ^*5"»i ^

41 . 4 qmmhgmp ^bpllfip "^ ^^«/«»/»«»»«/^^«»«^ •

42. jmt^imm^hyhp fitfm^ L ^mmbyhp ^m%mp^my
^

mmhghp f&iJmp/imA ^ L afiphybp fumutA ^ ui^

i-hptfitp fmJpmipfigii qymt,mpmg^ L gm^mkghp

t'VPh'H" "P "2 jm%yltui% ^hii%

43 . h*- ^iff^ p^mJm%lt ^if mn pmpXphmfi , L mJl

pmpmmLtailMnLpfiLb ga mn ^fop%»

44* ^ ^M!/^5^<- pmpipkmfih ft Jm§nmhm^u P^Pf ^

tm^m Ifmantmphtmt lfi% t

45 • 4 <tf»^ uajUnpfilf ifnp%^h£atl ^nppyhu fag , mv^^

^#fi/^, & Pbtg ga ui%iflimm%g^ L /fim^ gn

imp, L iPmffiig ga qJ^fm^g , L mJk%mj%

JmpJftii gn muffipmm .

46. it ^m^ftsi hptfPp. L phphtmuy^ mJlihmfr

mifumpi^ il&mpbi fi gii-Ml pn%ntpb%k. mli%

.

nAIri qmmmttmmhp, L aqnpJhi.pbm% mp mpmp^

<^^ , Digitized byVjOOQIC
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39. Art thou not he that remaineth of the

four beasts, whom I made to reign

upon my world, that through them

the end of the times should come?

40. And thou, the fourth, didst come and
overcame them, and ruledst with much
oppression, and so long time didst go-

vern the world with deceit

;

41. and hast judged the earth, but not

with truth

;

42. hast plundered the meek, hast hurt

the humble, hast hated that which

was true, and hast loved that which was

false ; thou hast destroyed the shelter

of the wealthy, and cast down the walls

of them that did thee no harm.

43. Therefore thine injuries came up unto

the Most High, and thy pride unto

the Mighty One.

44. The Most High also looked upon his

times, and lo, they are fulfilled.

45. Therefore perish, thou eagle, and thy

vile wings, and thy wicked head^

and thy terrible talons, and all thine

iniquitous body.

46. That the earth may rest, and all the

world be eased, being delivered from thy

violence, and may hope for the judg-

ment and mercy of Him that made>her» t
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Hn»*»" *B'

2. i^ «»^M» np XmySrmi ip ^int/uii^ 1/mpkmt.f k

^/ffpiii pti-g'li mp p%q ^Jm IfA"^ lim%q%b^m% k

^i»^4A^ ma fi m^pti. L Ip f,2fiim%mtp^A

%nym ilmmpmpntpbutJp L iiftitpmLphmJp ^.

djAi mpSta/ii l/p^mjp. m^^l^p kp^ftp jujJm f^

ku ft 2,""" 1»i»pJmUm^nj% k /i pmnmuT kp^fm^i

timppkm/ k mmuig/i grniiHh ftJ.

4* H'^'^gt^ I"*-
'"pwpkp fdhX ifif^k^ tidmhatn^mp^f

prnplpk^n/u.

5 • k utiqm [nL^kutf^ I m%l% JtaP^ f"fA t'^f ^

m^mp kiT jnj^f, k i'l l/mj jfim tfoprntpfiA ^

prnfai-tT kp^kiif,it ^tip kp^kutj (t qfilkpfiii J^^J"^

Jf,!,,

0. Bt/»7 mq^mlkiP ^pmpXpkaifi ^/i nopmgnLUgl ^m

7. &. tMukJ^. Sip, Sip l"^f ^Pk f-A z^'pi"
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CHAPTER XII.

1. And it came to pass, when the lion

spake these words to the eagle,

2. and lo, the head that remained dis-

appeared, and the two wings that were

with it, arose to rule alternately, and

their dominion was wicked and full of

uproar
;

3. and then they also disappeared, and

the whole body of the eagle was

burned, and the earth was in great

alarm. And then I awoke by reason

of great amazement and of great fear,

and said unto my spirit:

4. Surelv it is thou that hast caused me to

search out the ways of the Most High

;

ft. and my spirit and soul are wasted

away, and I feel very weak, and

there is no strength in me from the

great fear that I was affrighted with

this night.

6. Therefore I beseech the Most High

that He will strengthen me unto the

end.

7. And I said : Lord, my Lord, if-L^^T^
^ Digitized byCjOOgle



664 'hWt bftPb WCnrh

jmiu gm^ pi mpfmpht, hgtm^mgrnj pm^muT

8. fopmgti fpm^ L jutjmhhm immmjfi gn ^t^mm^

i^mJm L l/tpu I
It ^JbtfruLpfiA ut^mt.mp Irpm^

^mj% imp mtu/i . ^/fr ^^iti/ J^^pmpbm^bm ^avirtt

•) • npa^ihmht. mpihtth/9 atpmphp y»§t.gmhb£ fAl.

^utJmg iftafm^aA U t^thitJut%mlimg IfmmmpmSt

\i). Ikju k JhlfUmLpiiL^ hpmiia/b'

11* ^mp mhuhp* mpSntfit np b^ut%lp p ^atff^^

l^ppnpil pmqmLmpmip/9L% 4 mp jmjmhbgmt.

12. «5/Z 'li J'V'^^^S'^'' ^'^ mjuuglu^ npt^lm L km

jmjmhbiP ^ir^t

13 • UA*" ""-"Vii ^buyhh* L jmpfiyl pmi^mtmpnt^

Pl,L% /, 4ipmj hplfp/i, L hiffisffi m/;t^ itm%

i^miU'hutjii Pmq.mLnp np jmnm^ut^nj% lf>^ f

14* b utnutfjt %npm put^mLnpbuykii jt %Jm Pm^
^mt.npg bpifautmumh J/t pum JftnJJ^t

15* h^k bp^paptfr /t pmfmtnpmg% '"^it f^'^Jm^

%iuLu Iftrnji guih ^bp^nttiiuuathu •

1 C • «»/» 4 tibtfUnLpfiA bp^tiutmumlh pbLnyh t^np

uibubp I Digitized byCjOOglC
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have found favour in Thy sight, and

if many times I was declared blessed

by Thee, and if truly my jirayer came

up before Thy face,

8, strengthen me, and shew me, Thy ser-

vant, the words and the thinjjs, and

the interpretation of the fearful vision

that I have seen, that Than mayest

perfectly comfort my soul,

9. for Thou hast judged me worthy to

shew me the end of the vears, and

the fulfihnent of the times. — And
He said unto me :

10. This is the interpretiition of the vision

11. which thou sawest : The eagle that

came up from the sea, is tlie fourth

kingdom that was revealed to thy

brother Daniel
;

12. but it was not revealed to him as I

now reveal it to thee.

13. Behold tlie days shall come, that a

kingdom shall arise upon the earth,

and it shall be more formidable than

all the kingdoms that were before it,

14. and in the same shall reign twelve

kings, one after another.

15. But the second of the kings shall have

a longer time than any of the twelve.

16. This is the interpretation of the twehre t

xi X xi T_ X Digitized byVjOOQIS
wmo-s that thou hast seen. o
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n • fr* apnuT Ifump Xmfilih mp /uouip , up r'l ft

18 • "^t z"*^ t "P t *^il ^'^'^'^'^iP "j/V T-

MpHag^ P ^mp^uAhi U iil m%ligl, hppig,

19* b'- it mhuhp qutLk^apq fJliLuit pm^ULaT pna.^

uhm£
2!'"'Pi, 1*^^^ P^'^4g %npm

^

20. mju mjii puA I. jmpPgklb
fi

%irmH ngfi fim^

tfmiQi t^ntpatl. kp^ut. ft %nyamlt^ liapftyklb

fuamhntphmb %npm . l^Pffi^ u^m^hugkh ft Jm^

Jmbmlili
^

jnpdmiT ^mtOiugfi JkpU%mi uttt

^aput LmmufptuS thutiimlbut^frU « ^p^"^^ A '/"A'—

'&m*li ufm4if'»gfi^ •

22- b^ it mbttltp t llrfl/ur hpfiu qimLf»u inhmiu L

qmiuBphmfu ^

23. «»/» '»/" P'^'^ t* A '/«»A'^«»^A ^T** J'^P'"^9i

pmpXpiimih ^pff" Pmqmutpu^ U %npnqhutfii%

putqitLiT jA^. /upmmhugh'h ^hp^^Pt

24. ^ qpiim^tl" ^npiu p2l^aihaiphutJp ptuqJutt.^
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17. And whereas thou hast heard a voice

that spake, but not coming out of

the head, but from the midst of her

* body,

18. this means that during^ the time of

that kingdom, there shall arise no few

dissensions, and it shall come near, to

fall, but it shall never fall, but shall

be restored and shall stand fast in

its first dominion.

19. And whereas thou hast seen many
additional wings coming forth around

her great wings,

20. this is the meaning: There shall arise

in it eight kings, whose time shall be

short, and their hours s^^aft. Two of

them shall perish

21. when the time shall approach, and

their dominion shall come. Four of

them shall be kept for a while, until

the end of the time shall approach.

The two shall be kept to the end.

22. And whereas thou hast seen her three

heads in silence and at rest,

23. that means, that at the end the Most

High shall raise up three kings, and

they shall renew many things therein,

and they shall bear rule over the earth

24. and over her inhabitants, with H^re^^i
Digitized byVjOOQ IC



668 *'^^^* ^yft^^ bppnoi-

tlmttli aujkmpftli m%num%igm% ^"ff^ ^at/mg utft^

'Ufa l»
umtp mh^yfti

29 • b*- it '"^"^p ^hp^mtu mthinptf phtM% ^u/mkm£

30 . '"J" "yi^ P'^^ifl'
^^* qapu ufm^hmg pmpXpkm^ii

ft ifim/u6u$h %npm , "fif bzh'''^'"4^b'^ ^npm

m%mpif k ijt fumm^aLphutJpM

31 • Rf'tl" ^'"J^9T /f^'7 ma^LS%f k mkukp ^l^fl

I' '^"F^lh "P'^'b^'^l k qmpPmtgkmi ^ g(%nj

,

JSA^kiaif [moulp phtf mpStajh k jtatht^ftiTamUip

^m%lipmLntpffAa iiupm
^
pum mJifUmfb pm^ltgh

fnp £ngmp%»

32. ^-« I oSkm/ibf ^np mnmgbugl pmpXphmfii Jk t
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authority than any one that has been

before them ; therefore they were

called the heads of the eagle,

25. for they shall be the chiefs of their

kingdom, which shall come to an end

by them.

26. And whereas thou hast seen that the

great head was destroyed and disap-

peared, it means that one of them

shall die in torture,

27. and the two that shall remain, the

sword shall devour them

28. and with them he also at the end

shall fall by the sword.

29. And whereas thou hast seen tliat the

two additional wings passed over into

the head that was on the right side,

30. this is the meaning : These are the

words which the Most High has kept

to the end of him, whose reign shall

be abject and full of trouble.

31. And whereas thou lookest and sawest

the lion coming out of his den, awak-

ing out of his sleep, and roaring and

speaking to the eagle, and rebuking

her for her unrighteousness, according

to all the words that thou hast heard,

32. this is the Anointed One, whom J^e ^^t^
Digitized byVjOOQ IC
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juff^mtT jmAnjffiJmithntfi fhm . jmjhJmaT ^n^

pmtMgl fbm.

34. k q^Skmybmi thttinifgnftumiA %mgnm t^p^hut^l qp^

PmtfikmJlif k qSAmffhrnfA ft um^iim%u% ^npmt

Anf»kugl^ k mLpmfu utpmug^ qhaum Jfiiiykt, h^

/uoukgmt ft uliqpmtltit <

35. Oj" k t'p mimip%, h mjm k Jk^%mtp^%

%apm*

36 • ^& *^l"^J^ ufp^mA^ kqkp qpt^ki ^fmnp^ntpqm

pmplpkimjii.

37. qpb'^ f^JI A fA/»» fp mkukpf k nl»p qiqm

jm%g(ttjP mkqt,ml^

38 • k nguagugku qJtduanmnAa t^nqmt^pqkuiU fta ^Qtf.

mmutphugku \tm^f^ qjtJmummAu k qjkpliliqmSm

^J, qnpay qfimku qufipmu pi p^kqaAftii fhm*

ma ft ugm^hi ^"K'^W f'V *

f^ T
Digitized byLjOOQIC
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^lost High shall send at the end of

thp times. He shall spring up out of

the seed of David, and he shall come
• and shall speak to her, and. shall re-

prove her for her iniquities aiid her

unrighteousness, and shall put before

her a curse,

33. and shall set her alive in his judgment;

and when he has reproved her, then

he shall destroy her,

34. nnd the rest of her people he shall

deliver with mercy, aud those that

remain throughout her borders , he

shall convert and shall make them

rejoice until the end when the judg-

ment shall arrive, whereof I spake

from the beginning.

35. This is what thou sawest, and this is

its interpretation.

36. Thou only hast been worthy to know
the secrets of the Most High.

37. Therefore write in a book this that

thou hast seen, and put it in a safe

place,

38. and thou shalt teach the wise of thy

people concerning God ; and thou shalt

put it in its proper place, and with

it thou shalt enlighten the wise and

them that fear Me, whose hearts thou

Digitized byLjOOQIC
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miiiiiimjii Jmtim^aggnfii fi tfimf^mi^if J/thyin g'H^

jmjmtT mkqgal i

42 . ^t *^^'y^ Xutghgt Mq jufJkhmjU Jmffqmpl^f

^pphL q^ili'ijq (r^»5, Ir lippht qSpmq jmf^

^S. ffl I pmgm^m% ^mpm up h^mu p '[^f'^J «^V t

45 . it ip *fh I'^t' ^f^ Y^A^ tiknlimiu %apm • {ft.

jmuhi %aifm nmju imgffu JhSmpmppmm*
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knowest are able to receive it and to

keep this secret.

39. But wait thou here seven days more

that I may shew thee whatever the

Most High pleases to reveal to thee.

40. And the angel departed from me. And

it came to pass when the people heard

that seven days had passed and I had

not yet returned into the city, they

gathered all together, from the least

unto the greatest, and came to me,

saying

:

4 1 . What evil have we done to thee ? or

how have we offended thee that thou

hast thus utterly forsaken us, and

hast remained in this place ?

42. For of all the prophets thou only art

left as a cluster of the vintage, and

as a lamp in a dark place, and as

one only harbour for salvation.

43. Are not the evils which are come upon

us sufficient,

44. that thou also shouldst forsake us?

How much better had it been for us,

if we had been consumed in the burn-

ing of Sion !

45. For that would have been better for

us than for those who died there. —
And having said this, they wept witb ,

a loud voice.
*
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47. ^A 4«/ jtv^'^'^k «/V -'--'^ /'"'/•W>- ^

48. 0^/ A« i.'^ fi«7A ^lifr,, «j^ ^4A A -^fA"

L A'^f/'^/ iimijmfiaihtpiiiA ifmuh mmmmm^ambmg

Mw&v A*i»t ^ ^» ^4A5 "*" ^^^ •/^•' *V5 *"•

51 • 6 ^if VfVMMV^ A fv^M^A^ t^'fi^ ^Pf T^il" ^

HflM- d^S--

2. 6 M^fXif^^A A ^"^i (/"t'^'^H i't^ Mr fA
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4G. I answered and said to them : Be. of

• good comfort, () house of Jacob,

47. for our remembrance is before the

Most High, and the Mighty has not

forgotten us for ever.

4y. But I have not forsaken vou, but I

have come into this place to pray the

Lord concerning the desolation of

Sion, and that I might seek mercy for

our suiferings.

49. And now let every one of you go

into liis own house, and after these

davs will I come to vou,

60. So the people went to the city even as

I bade them ;

h\. and I sat in the field seven days, as

the angel of the Lord commanded me.

And I ate of the flowers and of the

herbs of the field, and that was my
meat in those days.

CHAPTER XIIL

1. And again I dreamed a dream by

night,

2. and I saw that a great wind from

the sea stirred up all the waves thereof. t

Digitized byVjOOQIC
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%mLpln% Jimpiimjf It ijhpm%mjp L Pm^lft ^%tf

4. fr* "*/» <«»»«»^4/» pmpftmm pipmlbnj %npm
^
^m^

lllA L iPmillA mM%iiltiim% np inlfA flmjb

%upm
I apufiu ^"^1^1 JntT jap^mtT JhpXkugfi ft

^mtpli •

5. fri mkutu%ll» jirm utfrmpplg* tlnq^nil ifl^kp f-'f.

"fS "t ^ Phi it iPmpmfigith p%q </«»ft«/^

^p kim%lp t ^'41 '-^•A,

6*6 mhutmblli pi apuflu ^mifilp faip i^^hmA JhS

L Jmm%lp A ^'' *

7 • frc hu luitjplli qmmhbi ^hp^l^p^ii L ^mkqjfif uLp

^mphgmA^ L til ^'^P'^fffi*

ifmq^mJirautit utn Ibum^ JmpmUikt pj^'§ luJlm • bp^

l/p%llp^ jnjif^ pmjg umlimjb //mti^^ (fnfti^^.i/

«

9 • b& jiipifrntr htniiu f^Mifnii/Zr ffptfb^ ^ttf£ ^mum^

%ki prnqJiigp^Lfiis A 4^l"V* "2 4mJpmm%mjp

Digitized byLjOOQIC



THS THIRD BOOK OF BSDRA8 667

3. And this wind caused to come up

from the midst of the sea as it were

the likeness of a man, who ran with

the waves and flew together with the

clouds ; and wherever he turned his

face, all things upon which he looked

trembled.

4. And wheresoever the voice that went

out of his mouth reached, all they that

heard it melted and were consumed^

like as the wax that melts when it comes

near the fire.

5. And thereafter I beheld that a great

multitude of men out of number gather-

ed together from the four ends of

the earth, to fight against the man
that came out of the sea,

6. and I beheld how he did hollow out

a great mountain and entered into it*

7. And I sought to find out the ground

and the place where it was hollowedt

and I could not.

8. And thereafter I beheld this also: All

they that were gathered together to

fight against him were sore afraid^

and yet they did fight.

9. And when he saw all that multitude

coming to assault him, he neither

lifted up his hand to take up Im r
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m%ofi ufmrnhgntt^iifi
f F^US '^t^'J^ mhmfi fi "gt^^

10. ^ "ptnl" F^S ^FV nhip t F^P'^^V ^"F"*

1 1 , £i jmplmliip jmfilmlikintl ft i/ifumj a^mmffmum

q^mJi/^iruhmh mm^mumpm^ ^ mm ft y^mmlbkf^

(Cbmt. mJkiikLlAt jmjh^mifi ^ pm^Jht.ph'hl
, F'V9

Jjimfii ut^fiA Jh/mpnj U ^am ^/unf mkufi , L

tfmfniuiauij ft Jfttmu fttPt

12. h^ j^w "H'^'Fbk *"^«A "?//» *(l^* lb H^'^lp A

ibmlil tip-H^ It linilft mn fibf^ mji hta pmig^

JhtpfiA (umqutqatphmh
,

13. ^ Y'^A^ '*" ^"^ mhnmhir£ F'^f"-'^ A '^F^^

^mhl..nifm%g p Ibmgmhtli mLpm^mt.piimJp Ifiii

^

U aaluAtf^ mgimttUtpkmJji ^ k uJmhg^ ft %ngattUi

IJimufhm£u uaSiffh . U bu fi pmfJhtpkhl rndgim^

^f(h i^mfPiimj U mqmlbgP ynuplpirm/it ^ L

mttktT,

14. 'h''^ S^F P^kv^^i g^'-g^F ^««»«i«^A* tt""^

tgugmlhliipu g^n ^mju . L mptfm%p ^tuJmphymp

qliu phmnAiif qlu%qpaa.mSu fttT*

1 • "'F'i ^ "y^t^ jmjm%iim fHiX qmjup kpmqaj Ml/^

'UaLpfiClt

.

1 G • npugIn ^utp^itT timo^ t'^'ltC ^Pk 'V* ts^^
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weapon, nor any other instrument of

war, but I only saw in the fight

10. that out of his mouth flew as it were

a flame of fire, and out of his lips a

light as lightning
;

11. and it fell upon the multitude which

. was prepared to fight , and on a

sudden burnt them all, so that of that

multitude without number nothing

was to be found, but only dust of

ashes and smell of smoke, and I in

mv mind was amazed.

12. And thereafter I saw a Man coming

down from a mountain, and calling

unto him another multitude of peace-

able people
;

13. and there came out unto him u great

number of men, some of whom were

glad, some very sad, and some of them

carried people who were bound \ and

by reason of the great tumult I awoke,

and prayed the Most High, saying:

14. Thou, Lord, from the beginning

hast shewed Thy servant these won-

ders, and hast counted me worthy that

Thou shouldest receive my prayers
;

15. and now shew me the interpretation

of this dream;

16. as I conceive in my mind, these ai^ ,
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19* ^^AM^iriT ^fiima JkSmJkSn it mmmmiiim%ii ^m^

ffvui/ar| agtu^^u It %^t&lhttg^l hfm^tt m/»<

20 • Q/'t imitftmgClb offtm Ip ^mttm%ki^ fa 4mJm^

%mlik jmj%, kpl m%gttAlii figipht. ^itrntTui , L

Jfi mkntm%kf^ mp l^mmmAkiniflt ftgi ^attfu£ttth

Jtmaimltmlifi • J^m itgtmtmtHm^m%la ^pk^tmttt^it L

mttl gjtm.

It iftttith tllitttgkgifgh
I

22 • I* ^mu% "pffg /uottktftmt ^tm^ tmtt ft tfatt/uSatA

dttt§n&ihtttlftmgf tttjtt pt^^gt ii%

»

23. bp'^'^l' ba^ 'v^'^h "f <«*"«»^Ayto jmLm^tth

jtmfiitttt^^f It mp ti^ttt4litflrh [i ^tmttpkpmtpkm%

tl^mLtmtmtA k ^Siafmptmt9a,ppL% L ^tttiuptntipftA t

24* ^jtmbati ittjumi^htmba. ^fi tttittrntk^ hptttithgttth i&tm^

giitmiffb g(ufh ^imhglittt£tA •

25. /»w4 tthlfUntpltA hpm^mjh mjtt f. St'^jp'i' f^p

tmhuhp np kgimhip ft ^aifl ttthtttft ,

26. 5/^ I 1«p '^^'^It^^ffl ptttplpkmih jkm pttt^ttitT

Jmafmlititlftttgf L ft khttit itttpttt ifip^ktigl f'**'

ptttpttt^ti b»-p» It Ibttt tjgtmpltttMgl ft&tmgkm£tt% 9
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they that shall remain in those days
;

then woe to them that shall remain

in those days.

It). I see «j:reat afflictions and many sor-

rows, according as this dream signifies.

20. Was it then any profit to reach that

time, or was it not better to pass away

like a cloud, and not see the things that

shall happen in the last days ? — The

angel answered and said unto me :

21. 1 will also tell thee the interpretation

of this dream ; and also concerning

them that shall remain,

22. and of the end of the times, whereof

he has spoken, this is the interpreta-

tion :

23. Blessed shall they be that shall reach

those days, who with patience shall

keep faith, truth and charity.

24. Know therefore that they that shall

remain shall be more blessed than

they that have passed away.

25. And the interpretation of the dream

is this : The Man that thou sawest

coming up from the midst of the sea,

26. is He that the Most High shall send

after long time, and through Him
shall He save His creatures ; and He

shall convert them that shall remain

behind. ^ Q' '^"^ ^^CiOOgle
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28. &i rt n -it^(r A ^^-A^ «^. ^ '^ W A^^

mjm mj% pm% 4«

29 • fA '''^'* '*^*'|'K t^hmghlb jmftUmtT ^mJkmg^

30. <—5ifri. f-K«^|? A ^^f-J/ «-^^^-j/^ /«^-h-5

31. A'T^^''5A^' /!^f J^Jkm%u mmi u£mmhfimfl& »

fHnflfiA fthtf pmjmt.mpmtLphm'ii^ '^l^i^fW c!^1

32. ir* ^7A5A zA^^/ ^z-'^-'5* ••./••5A^t «''f ^* le^t

^mi.» um I ufjpit mj% fiv|f mkmkf kphLhm£ ft

33. iri ^V^-^ £"49^^ f^iTmU, itmmmgfA imm^

g/bq JfiJtfuAat tMgmmkftmiiirt
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27. And whereas thou sawest the flame of

tire coming out,

28/ and that he held in his hand neither

weapon nor ottier instrument of war,

and that he overcame the assault of

the multitude that came to fight

against him, this is the meaning

:

29. Behold, the days shall come, when the

Most High shall be pleased to deliver

them that are upon the earth ;

30. then astonishment shall come upon all

the inhabitants of the earth
;

31. they shall think to make war against

one another, place against place, nation

against nation, kingdom against king-

dom, people against people, leaders

against leaders, priests against priests,

and in each faction there shall be di-

visions in the worship of faith.

32. And it shall come to pass when these

signs shall happen of the which I told

thee, that the Most High shall appear

with great power ; this is the man thou

sawest coming up from the midst of

the sea ; and from among the Gentiles

shall he break and abolish the images

of their abomination.

33. And when they shall hear about Him,

they shall give up making war one t

against another.
DigitigbyL^OOgle
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34* (fft Jn9in§lkuglfb J^mAti^mAtib fimfifmafi^A •v/^*

JittPfiA ^mp mkukp , iv/v ^mJlp t^m^ k mm£^

ufmmkpm^tT p%q %iim t

35. Hil ^ui limggl ^ ^kpmj [kpfMi ^mj mp I

3G. fA ^ dh^k ^4^*54, k kpk^k^g^ mJk%mJh

ajftmmpmumaqma^

37. k jm%ii^Jm%kmgt ^mtlprnpimn^jtAm tyi^g t
k

38 • Iff- jkm imfknpltli utmm%g m^f^wmnafikmA ^m^

pntatgk ^ttatm t

39. fr* ifi mkukp ^amm^ qjt <^7«^^ *»// />««f*

JhtpfiA luuttiuatinLpkm%
,

40 . ^"ff* k%* np iut%mpq ^bpm%numg J-ntintfkm£

i[mpkgutit ^ L fi t^mtmliflt fJjipmmJat. famtAik^

gm% p%tf %num ^ tujtt 4 pmfiiktfiliA Jwqnt[kmi

U [amtimtimlim'u . L mpfi ^mJpbpk%% ft %ngm%i

S^'-gffl 'itngm pmplpkmfi '^'-kjt %im§hm . k

ufmimuftmbkugl %ngmn frt utmmgy fik kpmAff
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34. And an innumerable multitude of all

of them that dwell upon the earth

shall gather together, to worship the

Lord through faith ; and when the

End shall approach they shall divide

themselves one from another ; this is

the multitude that thou sawest, who
would come and make war against

Him.

35. But He shall stand upon the top of

Mount Sion
;

36. for He shall come from Sion and shall

shew Himself to all that are prepared
;

37. and He shall rebuke the ungodliness

of others, and their evil doings ; and

He shall shew them the judgment with

which He shall judge them.

38. And thereafter He shall destroy them

without labour.

39. And whereas thou sawest Him gather-

ing another multitude that were peace-

able
;

40. these are they whom the vile Gentiles

gathered together and carried away,

and were from among the seed of A-

braham and yet were mixed up with

them ; this is the multitude gather-

ed together and that was peaceable ; and

to those amongst them that endure, the^ ,
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51* (r^ tmuhiT gitm. Sift ^ f«V ^** J^JfAkm^

lAl. 0^1fp mkm^ i/Sirff J*^jm kqkmi jmi ft

52. fr* •»•»< $f"'* ItPH^" •i "/? ••r^ mkmmUki^

limtT K^^^/ ^MTiT i^^mki^ i^miitfmAtfit ^upug ^

^m%mlhi limit ffwA/ f^i»|f<i»i|f^ /"»f^f^Z«/^r

A^/ ir^ /b ihrntiitthmlifi tftmmmtnp jmjm%mLf^kmtt

%mpm%

53. Oj* / Jkli%ii^Pln% kpm^imfr ^mp mhmkp . k

54. Pnqkmi ^gn fajm up ^afmpmpXmt. k^ikp tfmuh

miit9i.mVilf ^ k §lma»% opflhmg %mpm ^ fAifphgtrp

qui. ifmitit Jnqntfpqkmlb %mpm ^ k mqm^kgkp ^

55 • fA qlfkmhu gn tfmphgkp ^JimamnLpkmJp k q/i^

mntpkmJp^

56. imm'u uifrmp^li hgmjg gkf fmjm mJk%mj%. fft

jkm mji hpl,g mLmtpg '^'"^sh g^ . L ^IT^^^^l^
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Most High shall shew more signs

and shall protect them. — And I said
;

More blessed was that people, than is

the present one. — And he said unto

me : Thus shall it be, as thou hast

seen, and as it was explained to thee.

51. And I said unto him : Lord, shew me
this also ; wherefore have I seen the

man coming up from the midst of

the sea?

62. And he said unto me : Like as one can

neither see, nor seek out, or know
the depths of the sea, even so now
no man upon earth can know or under-

stand the secrets of the Most High,

except in the time when He shall

api>ear in His glory.

53. This is the interpretation of the dream

thou hast seen, and on that account

this was revealed to thee only upon

the earth
;

54. for thou hast forsaken tliy cares, hast

become an overseer for the sake of

His name and for the Law, and hast

implored and prayed for His people.

55. Thou hast guided thy life with wisdom

and knowledge
;

56. wherefore He shewed thee all this.

After three more days I will speak^ t
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57. &» A/If^4 Zfl^'^L f^*vA A •^7**'^ f-Z^A^f ^

58. ^A '^J^'^t" ^m^Jmbt k mmmj%m^k^ k m^ rngt^

p/im mLutpu •

^Ulhl- *•!•

1. bt ktikt jkm Vfl*? mtmgfkf km VkUfi A

2. ii -j/z-f4-r jmib^iiiTmA A-r a •r-ften.f A^.»t»(f

jivMrllr ^M^A A ^V*V '''•A5 A'^5* ^ '^ 5A*'»

3. bp^'^f't ^F^'^S'V A tfnpklHtnju^ k ^omk^mj

gAtf JPnt[uiitli. jnpthmtT Jnqna/agpifii ^mmmjlp

4. k mmt^gkgft ti%m, k im%^ f<^^«^irtf^ ^iT

jb^fim^mmml. k mSft fhnmm A [kmrnit (Jfiiiim k

l^m^mi qiinum mtrntpu pmfnulht

5. tr* yuLg^ %Jm pm^ntiT ugm%^kiftm, k jmym^kml^
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thee and wondrous things shall appear

to thee.

57. Then I walked and went to the place

of the fields giving praise unto the

Almighty God,

58. Who in such a way takes care of and

governs mankind and despises him

not. And there I remained three days.

CHAPTER XIV.

1. And it came to pass, after the third

day. I was sleeping under an oak tree,

2. and on a sudden out of a bramble

bush over against me, a voice came

forth and said unto me : Esdras ! Esdras

!

— And I said : Here am I. — And
saying this, I stood upon my feet

;

and the voice said unto me

:

3. In the bramble bush 1 revealed myself

and talked with Moses, when the

people were in bondage in Egypt

;

4. and I sent him, and I carried My
people out of Kjrypt, and brought

them up to the mount Sinai, where

I kept them for many days.

5. And I shewed him many wondrous t
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fitHm mmt£

6. f/««»^» ^mtimplmliutpkm^ jmjmltfi ^ L ^t' /''^l

a»p ^m^^hm£ 4 *

7. frt mjM* gtf mmhiT

i^trpmi^m i^mp mhuhp , L ^Jklfrat^fiMi fmp fi^

t). SU' 7«* ii^^mplgf^u ^ iTrnp^ilim^i, k p%if ^m

Jfthyht ^ IjmmmpnLi^ JmJaAm^mg t

13* ^pmJmb mna,p mjmma.^kmkL k t[mm% mm% ga^

k Jfm^pmpkm ^mmmmm^bmiu %n^m ^ k f^p"'^

mhm i^Jmq^nij[ntpif 4^" * ^ fiJmmm%mgm ^j^Jimm^

maAat %ngm •

14* ^pmtfmphm qnt utjmuL^kmki. jmtnmljm%mlim%

llh%myat, k JkpMui
I, gt^ K*-A^^-Z -*«.

k ikHmgm fi g&i aiiPrnpif^kqeh ^m%opi»tPf>A

,

J^mat. k i^aipm ^wAvA^ J'V'"^ ^fkP^*

15* 1''p uijthr mkmkp ^i^m^kmfi ^mp% ^ tfrnplkm^

ktm gm% ^mju mkmgkut

16. iJA "Pl'^'^ k^'^'^lt'' "7« uAgm%k%^ %y%imift
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things, I revealed to bim the secrets

of the times and the end of the ages.

And I commanded him to tell

6. these words freely and openly, and

there is nothing hidden.

7. And now I say unto thee,

8. this secret which I have notified before,

and the dreams which thou hast seen,

and the interpretation thou hast heard,

keep in thy mind.

9. For tliou shalt be taken away from

among men, and shalt remain with

Me and with sucli as are like thee,

until the end of the ages.

13. '^rherefore set thine house in order,

and warn thy people, and comfort

the oppressed among them, and instruct

such of them as are wise.

14. Renounce henceforth this corruptible

life, and expel from tliee the thought

of confusion, and cast away from thee

human knowledge, and throw away

from thee the cares and the thoughts

of anguish, and baste thee to remove

from this world
;

15. for thou shalt see reserved yet worse

evils than those which thou hast now
seen.

16. Because tlie more this life passes away, ^
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17* ^ttrnmuyfi jnjJ- iiiJmfmnt^fiA% nf mm Humuum^

U up mm Jimfitfli^u Ip^ tlkpkkmg^ UftrntHmmtpfnUt

L mmbfrngp^A, m^mt.m%li^ i^mifimj mp^mtjiit

jmt^* fl* mtbmkp ^ mhmghm%%

18. Ifmgat, uimmmufamh^ k mmhtT. ftomkgmjg mmlim^

*M «/|^tir kLm mmmf} gm^ Sir*

10. a«« hpPmiT ^pMflm L ipmJlmjkgki, {AX, k

fupmmkgkp fJomm^m% tfmtimt[mt.p^% , ^m^ mp

Jf,^mm%fmi& ^%mhligk%% S^ ^pmrnkmyk.

20. it dmj m^^mp^" A h'^^'^Ph ^ /•^"Aiit •'»/»••

mmm%^ ^ttLunj i

21. f^-r^fA opt^g gm mjfkgm%^ k i.'^ mg jkm mj^

umgltli Sm%tgl ri^P^" ^mpJu/bmikm^ gmg ^ k

tt^ imimmaa.ltpm%m gn i^mp uimmmi.ppk^kp *

22. Ht kpi ^m^ i%.p^. mmmlf. gm , mp^ jf,.

^^n^A »»*IV«» it IP^Sh t'^'ftifmj^ mp kq^kt.

V^'^l J®r^* It"* P^P^^" limpmugk% tTrnp^ttli

limttim ^plimtpkm% qmm%ki^ njg Itmi^tk Igmi

A uppntpkm'it £m%mu^mp^f/ii i

23 • bmi uimmmujumht ^ '^"k gt" * bpP ^"I't'lkm

qat i*ttttintfnipq% ^ L mmmugku tfkmum^ ^A ^^A'
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the more shall evils multiply upon the

earth.

17. Truth towards God and towards men
shall withdraw itself further off, and

anger and hatred shall draw near.

Behold, the eagle that thou hast seen

in vision hastens to come.

18. I answered and said : I will speak yet

a little more before Thee, Lord.

19. Behold, I will go, as Thou hast com-

manded me, to reprove these people

;

but who shall reprove them that shall

be born afterwards,

20. for the world is set in darkness, and

its inhabitants are without light?

21. For Thy Law is burnt, and therefore

no one shall know Thy wondrous

works , neither Thv commandments •

which Thou hast commanded.

22. But if I have found favour before

Thee, send unto me the Holy Spirit,

that I may write all that has been

done in the world since the begin-

ning, and what was written in Thy

Law ; perhaps men who are willing to

live in the way of sanctity, may be

able to find the path of salvation.

23. He answered and said unto me : Go
thou and gather thy people together.
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mkuA
f

i^/t mmmfmmmkm^Vii [i ff^l*

25. ki. klgkmgkm ^ 4i>|»fA, k ^mmk^^g pmf^mgkg^^ ^

»tp»fi l^wAiT ipmf fttimmmmtpktmk ^ mgt m^ m%^^l

"26. fr* japthmtT fmju ifmmmpkmtfkm'^ I (A^ fi %m^

tfmJnt. ulfufip IP^l*

27. fr* 1^''$y »|»«^<* ipt^ff^jkmg ff%l Sir* ^

tfaimt[kgfi ^mJk%mj% dmtiat[aa.ptfr ^ k mmmg/i

ifrttmm .

28. J^"V h'F'^jk v^" I'V" 7A*^*

29. ^mhqlmmuLpkmJp u^mhiilumkgmh ^'^ptfi' Mp

30. k pblimimb op£lnt ^k'bmg^ iiap n^ ufm^kfffHi ^

f^pnif k qmtfi m%glgt

43 1 • b*- •nuLmL Ik^ kp^lip% jt tfmmmhqmtLpfiA , L-^
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and bid them that they seek not after

thee for forty days.

24. Do thou prepare thee many tablets,

and take with thee Darian, and Ara-

bian, and Hermian, and Elcana, and

Ethen, these five, and let them pre-

pare themselves to write,

25. and come with them hither. And I

will light np and kindle in thine

heart a lamp of wisdom, which shall

not be put out till thou shalt end

the things which thou shalt write.

26. And when thou shalt have done this,

there are some of them th&t thou

shalt publish, and some that thou

shalt deliver in secret to the wise.

To-morrow, at this hour, begin thou

to write.

27. And I went as the Lord commanded
me , and gathered together all the

people, and said unto them :

28. Hearken, Israel, to these my words
;

29. At the beginning our fathers sojourned

in Egypt, and they were delivered

thence,

30. and received the Law of life, but kept

it not ; which ye also have trans-

gressed.

31. And the land was given unto you^for
Digitized byLjOOQIC
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33. h'- '^rn 'f^ *••*• ^it^ ^ ^v**w ^h ^^pg^

<*-fAvj'

uAmA jmjm%kugj» t

36. IfL m^ ^u ng «/f JkpXkugl» mjumi.ibmki., k Jf

37. frt «»«A ^^7 A" ^^^iifijplk mpuh fmp ^pm^

38. b'- ^7^* A ^**7A* "'^fff ^ «*^«* ^«^^ F'^PF'^"

39. fri ^**5A Ift'P'^^ A*^» ^ «i»^«i» fimthm^ J/i
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a possession ; but in your land ye

and your fathers sinned, and kept

not the ways which the Most High
did command you.

32. And the Righteous Judge took away
from us, in time, what He had given.

33. And now ye are here, and your

brethren are far from you within the

land.

34. Therefore if you set your mind to cor-

rect yourselves, and to bend your

heart to obedience, ye shall be kept

alive.

35. For the judgment shall come after

death, when we shall live again, and

then shall the names of the righteous

be revealed.

36. Let therefore no man come unto me,

nor seek after me these forty days.

37. Then I took with me the five men,

as He commanded me, and went forth

into the field, and there remained.

38. And it came to pass, the day after,

lo, a voice called me saying : Esdras

!

Esdras ! Open thy mouth and swallow

that I give thee.

39. And I opened my mouth, and lo, a

cup was given to me, and its colour

was like unto water. ^ ,
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40. ii mmlf mpp^. J^ppln. mpi^l^ ^ uj^iim j^iT fi^hmj

42. fr* pmplphmfi hm ^JBAimmmLpiiA ^^hjfmL%^

m%9f mt.mt.pu mmmtmttmA , L ^ff^tti Jt mttAfkmit

43. Lb ffeVA <-5 -*-4A^t 4 ^- A —*4 A'o.^A

k jt ^bzbpb tfrntftttpt/t*

44. frft tfphylA b f^mtutittttt% tatgmtp% f^f A^^"""^

45 . lit- Itqlt*- jL^ fi^H. /S'**"""'^^ ttmttpii* fuottk^

tftrnt. gAtf ftu pmpXphmfi L muk* j^mtumfJMt

mpJmhfiR '

4G. b'- 1tV^/»*/»?^ 'H'^^^^itp »" jntJtitt^ttthhi ib^

tImmmttLku Jmiimtljpqlim%% •

47 . fA A ^""'^ ^^ Mifia»^|( ftiimutnnLplitnh , li m^J.*

/^A^r ittAdmpnj it tfftmnLpbttAt t IfL mptrnpfr
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40. And I took it and drank it. And when
I drank it, niv heart flowed with

wisdom, and understanding grew in

my mind, and my spirit shot forth

remembrances.

41. And my mouth was opened and was

no more shut up.

42. And the Most High gave understand-

ing unto the five men, and they

wrote, with letters, by turns, the

aforesaid si^rivs, which they knew not.

And I sat there forty days ; and they

wrote in the dav-time,

43. and at night they ate bread. And I

spake in the day, and by night I

gave myself rest.

44. And in forty days they wrote ninety—

four books.

45. And it came to pass after forty days

were fulfilled, the Most High spake

unto me, saying : The first that thou

hast written, reveal to the public,

and let the worthy read it.

46. But the second keep for the instruc-

tion of such as are Avise among the

people.

47. For in them there are parables of wis-

dom, and the fountain of understand-

ing and knowledge. ~ And I did so.
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V^**5 »«/Sr«5 '•*«*/»5. ^ A^i<fc frl|» YV**-
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In the fourth year, on a sabbath

day, five thousand years after the

creation of the world, and after two

months of days, Esdras himself was

taken up into the band of those that

were like him, in the number of the

saints and of the righteous.

I wrote all these words, and was

called the scribe of the Most High

;

unto Whom be glory for ever. Amen.
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INQUIRIES MADE

BY THE PROPHET ESDRAS OF THE ANGELOFTHE LORD,

CONCERNING THE SOULS OF MEN.
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fiONGERMNG THE IRQDI1I1£S MIDI

BY THE PROPHET ESDRAS OFTHE ANGEL OFTHE LORD,

CONCERNING THE SOULS OF MEN.

This apocryphal writing was found in the

Ritual MS. preserved in the Library of St. La-

zarus, numbered 570, — 6X10 inches —
and written in the year 1208, on paper.

It is found onlv in the Annenian lite-

rature, and seems to be of Christian ori-

gin. I therefore give its English trans-

lation as a matter of interest to those who

love antiquity, it being found only in

one Manuscript of the Armenian Library

of St. Lazarus.

I must however notice that the portion

I give here, is only part of a longer writ-

ing ; but the succeeding leaves of the

MS. in which it is found being worn
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away, the writing has ahnost disappeared,

and therefore it is impossible to complete

the text.

The age of this writing is not known,

but it is rightly supposed to date back
beyond the VIII**^ century.

It is probable that in the composition

of this writing the author was inspired by
the Book of Enoch.
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INQUIRIES MADE

BY THE PROPHET ESDRAS OF THEANGEL OFTHE LORD,

CONCERNING THE SOULS OF MEN.

The prophet Esdras having seen the An-

gel of God, inquired of him minutely, and

the Angel answered him and declared that

which shall happen at the end of time.

The prophet asked the Angel and said

:

« What has God prepai-ed for the Righteous

and for the Sinners? and when the last

<lay shall come, what shall become of

them, where shall they go, unto honour

or unto punishment ? »

The Angel answered the prophet: a For

the Righteous is prepared great rejoicing

and everlasting light, and for Sinners is

prepared outer darkness and everlasting

fire ».
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The prophet said unto the Angel: « (>

Lord, what man is there among the living

that has not sinned against God? If it

is sOy then blessed are the beasts and the

birds, who expect not resurrection, and
wait not for the end. If Thou shalt reward

the Righteous, and the Prophets, and the

Apostles, and the Martyrs, who have been

tortured for Thee, and who with patience

suflTered all kinds of torments, when they

used the flint and the hammer to strike

their bodies so that their inward parts were

laid bare, have mercy upon us sinners, who
are deceived and held by Satan ».

The Angel answered and said : « Do not

repeat thy words unto Him Who is above

thee, unless a great evil should befall thee ».

The prophet said to the Angel: « O
Lord, I dare to speak unto Thee a little

more, and answer Thou me. When the

Day of death comes, and God takes the

soul, does He put it into the place of tor-

ments or into that of honour, until His final

coming ? »

The Angel answered and said : « Do not

wait until the day of death, but like a

flying eagle, hasten to do good works and

charity. For that day is awful, pressings

and exacting ; it does not allow a man to
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care either for his own children or for

his riches. It cometh suddenly and with-

out pity and without respect it carries away
its captive suddenly and unexpectedly

;

neither weeping, nor mourning shall obtain

mercy. But when the day of death arrives^

a good Angel comes to a good soul, and

a wicked one to a bad soul. Like as one

sent by a king unto the wicked man and

unto the beneficent one ; to the good he

renders good, and unto the wicked evil

:

in like manner a good Angel comes to a

good soul, and unto the wicked soul an

evil one. Not that the Angel is bad, but

their several deeds are bad. The Angel

takes the soul and brings it eastward, and

causes it to go through frost and through

snow, and darkness and hail; and through

ice and storm ; through the bands of

Satan, and through streams, and through

storms of heavy rains, through awful and

terrible ways, and through defiles and

lofty mountains. wonderful way! for

one beholds there foot-prints, and a river

of fire runs before it ».

The prophet was in amazement and said

:

a How wonderful and awful is that way » I

The Angel said : a When I make a soul

to pass through that path, there are in it
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neven steps up to the Divinity. The first

halting place is one of terror and wonder

;

the second is awful and unspeakable ; the

third is hell and icy cold. In the fourth

there are quarrels and wai-s. In the fifth

judgment is held ; if it is the soul of a

righteous man, it is enlightened, and if of

a sinner, it becomes dark. Then in the

sixth the soul of the righteous shines like

the sun ; and then through the seventh I

carry it and l)ring It to prostrate itself be-

fore the great throne of the Divinity, over

against paradise, before the glory of God,

where dwells the transcendent Light ».

The prophet said unto the Angel : « My
Lord, after thou makest the soul go through

such terrors, as are quarrels, wars, and

burning heat, why dost thou not bring it

to meet the Divinity, but only lettest it

reach the throne? »

The Angel said unto the prophet : « Thou

4irt a vain man and thinkest according to

human nature. I am an Angel and wait

ulway upon God, and have never seen the

face of God ; how" canst thou think to

j)resent a sinful man before God? For the

Godliead is awful and wonderful ; and who
dares look upon the uncreated Divinity?

If one look thereon, he is melted like wax
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before the face of God. For the Godhead

is of fire and wonderful, and around His^

throne there are such fiery guardians, as

chambers of fire ^
. . . . , there are igneous-

hollows, vaulted ways filled with lamps.

There are heard thunders and tremblings ;

there are seen fightings and wars ; there

the heat is excessive ; there, there are

cavities that revolve, where one sees rep-

tiles shaped in fire, swarming in the flame^

and forming bands of fire. And around

the Divinity stand the incorporeal Sera-

phim, and the six-winged Cherubim, who
with two wings cover their face, and with

two other cover their feet, and with the

other two they fly, crying :
' Holy , Holy,

Holy, Lord of hosts ; heaven and earth

are full of Thy Glory \ Such are the guardi-

ans that are around the throne of the

Godhead. »

Then the prophet asked the Angel saying

:

cc Lord, what shall become of us ? for we
are all sinners and enslaved in the hands

of Satan. Now how can we be delivered

•

or who is able to free us from his hands »?

The Angel answered and said : « After a

man's death, if there is any one of his

1. The text has a word the incanintr of which is unknown*

Digitized byLjOOQIC



702

own people left, be it father, or mother,

or brother, or sister, or son, or (laughter,

or any that is Christian, if they oflfer up

prayers, or keep fasting, or give charity,

or perfoiTU forty days' devotion ^ through

the sacrifice of Christ, they win for them

great rest and mercy ; because Christ

was sacrificed for us upon the cross and

delivered the souls of men of the six

ages from the hands of Satan. bow a

soul finds her freedom through a pious

priest, if he fulfil the forty days' devo-

tion in such way as is agreeable unto God,

if . he remain in the church those forly

days and do not frequent the public

places^ but recite from hour to hour the

psalms of David, and the hymns ! It is this

devotion that delivers you from the hands

of Satan. Otherwise give to the poor. For

your prayers are like tliis : According as

a labourer rising goes forth and sows

his seed, from which the plants come up

well-shaped and comely, yielding fruit in

abundance, but thorns and tares spring

up and choke them, and man cannot gather

much fruit. In like manner ye also, when

1. It consists in making a priest say Mass forty days,

for the rest of the soul of the dead, or offer up prayers

for 80 many days.
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ye go to the church, being willing to oflFer

up prayer unto God, the careg of this

world and the deceitfulness of riches enter

in and choke you, and suflfer you not to

produce much fruit. For if your prayer

were such as was that of Moses, who wept

forty days and spake face to face with God,

or as that of £lijah who was taken up to

heaven in a chariot of fire, or such as was

that of Daniel, who prayed in the den of

the lion ^

1. Here I stop giving the translation; for two sheets

of the MS. are lost, and there are six more sheets the

margins of which are worn away, and therefore the

sense becomes unintelligible; and then the remainder

of the inquiries of Esdras are altogether wanting, the

Manuscript being incomplete.
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